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The kings of the Jinn were moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and

embraced her and kissed her between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then

said she, 'I conjure thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute

and playing thereon after a different fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari

and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..When it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and

prostrating himself to the king, said to him, "O king, suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he

abideth on life, the folk will not give over talking nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth

and I will cause fetch him this day and slay him before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to

him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of

thee." "O king," answered the youth, "it is in thy power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that

of the noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso

acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his story?" "O king," replied the

young treasurer,.? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of

care;.Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied

him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew

a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72)

and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger?

And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy

good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money

is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.113. The Angel of Death with the Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.And for another story of the

same kind,' continued the officer,.When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.'

Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the

love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh,

'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with

them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without recourse;

wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by

the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.They have departed, but the steads yet full of

them remain, ii. 239..? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore chagrined

and waxed exceeding wroth and said, "Shall this happen in a city wherein I am?" And the Hashimi vein (42) started out between his eyes. Then he

bade fetch Jaafer, and when he came before him, he acquainted him with the matter and said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my city and I have

no news of it?" Then he bade Jaafer fetch all whom the young Damascene had named [as having maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite

off their heads. Moreover, he summoned him whom they called Ahmed and who had been the means of the young man's deliverance a first time

and a second, and thanked him and showed him favour and bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and invested him with the governance

over his city. (43).When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin!

God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned

in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this

trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my

heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy predicament." And he answered, "This that thou seekest is

easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one

the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S

CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF

MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced him, he arose and went

out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh it

that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a

damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would

fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered

concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine,

and whenas they eat and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs
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wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by

the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew and

going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she said to him, "Whence

hadst thou this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me this.".? ? ? ? ? So get thee

gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..142. El Asmai and the three Girls of

Bassora dclxxxvi.His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay, ii. 210..31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.When the king heard this, he said,

"Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this

[youth] shall not escape [us].".? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she,

"Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care And blame a little thing to

brook that unto it pertain..Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I

hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there

remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose

and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and

obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.Moreover, he

gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out

the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was

she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy

his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it

with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of

Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!),"

answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the

sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord,"

asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by

reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By

Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".150. The

Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the

hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story cxix.When those who were present

heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and for the damsel Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar

made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places and the news was bruited abroad that the king

purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and [when he had made an end of his

preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to meet him with the troops. Moreover, they

decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the

markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable

day..? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its

path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.? ?

? ? ? The earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the cheeks of the fair..? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor

one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? j. The

Two Kings dccccix.? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds

of care and dole..Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings

hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for my sight!.? ? ? ? ? Since thou hast looked on her, mine eye, be easy, for by God Nor mote nor

ailment needst thou fear nor evil accident..152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent

from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..Hawk and the Locust, The, ii. 50..Now the treasuries aforetime had been

in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened

from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they

were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no

opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his

wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little

sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a

sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and

slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make
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ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where

he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and

went away..?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The

King's Son and the Ogress xv.? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be..Then they

agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried

from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and

fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the

journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing

to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon

and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to

him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..? ? ? ? ? Thine honour, therefore, guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to

one free-born and true thy case confess..When El Abbas had made an end of his verses, his father said to him, "I seek refuge for thee with God, O

my son! Hast thou any want unto which thou availest not, so I may endeavour for thee therein and lavish my treasures in quest thereof?" "O father

mine," answered El Abbas, "I have, indeed, an urgent want, on account whereof I came forth of my native land and left my people and my home

and exposed myself to perils and stresses and became an exile from my country, and I trust in God that it may be accomplished by thine august

endeavour." "And what is thy want?" asked the king. Quoth El Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand me in marriage Mariyeh, daughter of the

King of Baghdad, for that my heart is distraught with love of her." And he recounted to his father his story from first to last..Reshid (Er) and the

Barmecides, i. 189..Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place

like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read therein discourse that sure should

speak To heart and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii. 228..? ? ? ? ? Come, then,

companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee,

with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i. 210..Ten Viziers, The, i.

61.Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..59. The Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content." So

runs the rede 'mongst all that dwell in city or in tent..When Jemreh heard her words, she knew that, if she let her not down, she would assuredly

destroy herself. So she said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, between thee and them are a thousand fathoms; but I will bring them up to thee.' 'Nay,' answered

Tuhfeh, 'needs must I go down to them and take my pleasance in the island and look upon the sea anear; then will we return, thou and I; for that, if

thou bring them up to us, they will be affrighted and there will betide them neither easance nor gladness. As for me, I do but wish to be with them,

that they may cheer me with their company neither give over their merrymaking, so haply I may make merry with them, and indeed I swear that

needs must I go down to them; else will I cast myself upon them.' And she cajoled Jemreh and kissed her hands, till she said, 'Arise and I will set

thee down beside them.'.INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC".THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE

FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).It chanced one day that they sallied forth to stop the way and

fell in upon a caravan in the night; but the people of the caravan were on their guard; so they joined battle with the robbers and overcame them and

slew them and the boy fell wounded and abode cast down in that place till the morrow, when he opened his eyes and finding his comrades slain,

lifted himself up and rose to walk in the way. Presently, there met him a man, a treasure-seeker, and said to him, 'Whither goest thou, O youth?' So

he told him what had betided him and the other said, 'Be of good heart, for that [the season of] thy fair fortune is come and God bringeth thee joy

and solace. I am one who am in quest of a hidden treasure, wherein is vast wealth. So come with me, that thou mayst help me, and I will give thee

wealth, wherewith thou shalt provide thyself thy life long.' Then he carried the youth to his dwelling and dressed his wound, and he abode with him

some days, till he was rested; when he took him and two beasts and all that he needed, and they fared on till they came to a precipitous

mountain..Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).? ?

? ? ? O friends, the East wind waxes, the morning draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to hear..123. The Blacksmith

who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to

her, "By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this

time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to

him, whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?"

asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another

eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he.

"Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his

reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am

Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!)

thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he
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arose and abode wondering at his case..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O

elder, hast thou aught of food?" And he answered, "O my lady, I have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for

me, I will have nought but roast lamb and broths and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with [pounded nuts and

almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady," replied the Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord

Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31) She laughed and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper."

So he brought her what she sought and she wrote a letter and gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and

enquire for such an one the money-changer and give him this my letter.".Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and

seeing the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat

cut and the cradle running over with blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him

and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled;

whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah

Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he

addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.Awhile after this, two merchants presented themselves to the king with two horses, and one said, 'I

ask a thousand dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have experienced the old man's just

judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a

thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is

younger and swifter and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin and colour. What token, then, hast thou of

the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the

son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand of him who followeth after him; but the

son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him, thou wilt find him untired, by reason of

his robustness.'.? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..Ishac stared

at her and seizing her hand, said to her, 'Know that I am bound by an oath that, when the singing of a damsel pleaseth me, she shall not make an

end of her song but before the Commander of the Faithful. But now tell me, how came it that thou abodest with the slave-dealer five months and

wast not sold to any, and thou of this skill, more by token that the price set on thee was no great matter?'.Then Ishac seized upon her hand and

carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O

my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by

Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved

thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.'

Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so

that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.O

friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..An if ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do, ii. 192..When Sindbad the Sailor had

made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the porter an hundred

mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage. So the

porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and

occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade them hearken to the story of his

seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.Then he went to fetch that which he had hidden of the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed

and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be sorrowful?' And he answered, 'Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due;

so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast paid me my due and I went to bring back to thee that which I had hidden

from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he heard this, and said to the

merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this, but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this

deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will I give thee aught.' And he

drove him away from him..?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..Then he returned to the city and forgot the youth; so

the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy servants will

presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded the

headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By thy

leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of him

will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..Then he gave the cup

to the Khalif, saying, "Drink [and may] health and soundness [attend it]! It doth away disease and bringeth healing and setteth the runnels of health

abroach.".When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between

himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother
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saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the

prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore

concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long

repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All

this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and

what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".King and his Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii. 53..? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming

known, we would for sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose hands the

affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became shut out from him by reason

of Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What counsel ye

we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let us cast

about for a device, whereby we may remove him from the king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them said,

'The king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her father

slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is taken

with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be quit of

him, for we have had enough of his affair.".There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and

magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it

came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent

fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and

histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on

every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in

quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in

the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was

strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he

took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife a

woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection and justness of shape

and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She

had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the

dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a ravishment to mankind..Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..? ? ? ? ? The pains of long desire have

wasted me away; Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..Then they returned to Dinarzad and displayed her in the fifth dress and in the

sixth, which was green. Indeed, she overpassed with her loveliness the fair of the four quarters of the world and outshone, with the brightness of her

countenance, the full moon at its rising; for she was even as saith of her the poet in the following verses:.Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and his wife

stayed not in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented themselves to

him, he entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So he gave him a great army

and wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out for his own dominions,

waged war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city and sat down on the

throne of his kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to the mountain

aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned and informed the king that they had not found him..Would God upon that bitterest day, when my

death calls for me, i. 47.? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy presumption in the stead of abjectness

repent..When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou

such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman

who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and

wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the

chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of troops and guards

ensued, And Bactrian camels brought with him, in many a laden line,.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story vi.? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of

heart," quoth I. Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this

had betided him by reason of severance from his people and family and said to him, 'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with

him; so the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out

upon the garden from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's wife and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave

laid hold of a damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and] did the like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they

all returned whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his
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malady, little by little..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..Officer's Story, The

Ninth, ii. 167..126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE

MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand,

saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser

of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of

the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets.

She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack these five months, during which time I have been withheld

(172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for

all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth

Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of

service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.Presently, she heard a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a

body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the bigness of an elephant's head and bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as

they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I take refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two

Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her and said to her, 'Peace be upon thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and

her time! May God still continue thee on life, for all the lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be

peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not seen among the Jinn!' Quoth the head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours

and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to their presence, but we may not present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have

gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present myself before thee and I desire of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace

and question its haunters (219) concerning the plight of thy lord after thee and return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and

thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,' rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is

fifty years' journey. And the head said to her, 'Be of good heart and cheerful eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the

twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee an hundred songs, so thou wilt bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after

me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou favour me and sing me a song, so I may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire,

before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst (220) may be quenched.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? She

let him taste her honey and wine (183) before his death: This was his last of victual until the Judgment Day.
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