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Rose was muttering a rote spell, but it was her hands and her little short sharp knife that did most of the work. The ewe bore the digging knife
patiently, her opaque, amber, slotted eyes gazing into silence; only she stamped her small left front foot now and then, and sighed..Azver went
quickly to where Irian lay beside the stream, and the others followed him. She roused up and got to her feet, looking dull and dazed. They were
standing around her, a kind of guard, when the group of thirty or more men came past the little house and approached them. They were mostly
older students; there were five or six wizard's staffs among the crowd, and the Master Windkey led them. His thin, keen old face looked strained
and weary, but he greeted the four mages courteously by their titles..preventing raids and forays, imposing penalties and settlements, enforcing
boundaries, and.Growing old, Elehal wearied of the passions and questions of the school and was drawn more and more to the trees, where she
went alone, as far as the mind can go. Medra walked there too, but not so far as she, for he was lame..A reddish seam remained, a scar through the
dirt and gravel and uprooted grass..His dreams of her were never of her yielding to him, but of himself yielding to a fierce,.Old Powers, either.
Nothing of that sort. Nothing sticky."."Worm eaters."."What form is he in?".He greeted them and asked, "The Doorkeeper will come?".their magic
in prison cells, to gain nothing. There's no way to use power for good.".it." Rose hesitated and then spoke less angrily, more coldly: 'If you want the
power to betray me,.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (11 of 111)
[2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM].flashing beat of the galley oars, for the sails of his ships coming to punish these people and."If Roke was now what it once
was, known to be strong, those who fear us would come again to."What brought you here, Azver?" the Namer asked. "I've often thought of asking
you. A long, long way to come. And you have no wizards in the Kargish lands, I think.".not understand the old man's joke until he turned to the
window and saw the Armed Cliffs down at.his arm and hip and head. Then the darkness came around him, and then nothing.."Well, that won't do,"
said the stranger pleasantly. "I can't be bringing on a birth untimely. Is."I'll stay if you want, Elehal.".to give the true name and the imperative to
keep it secret are one. True names have been betrayed,."We'll have to see," said Alder, the next day, "if my beasts are cured. If they make it
through.Songs and stories indicate that dragons existed before any other living creature. The Old Hardic.morning; Hemlock went back to the
ancient cantrip he was annotating; it was not till supper time.There was a little struggle in the mind, but the mouth opened and the tongue moved:
"Medra."."I was new at the business of being Archmage then. And younger than the man we fought, and maybe.shifting depths of the
forest..Unfortunately the king's wizards, enraged at the attack on the heart of the kingdom and heartened by their victory in the Pelnish Sea, had
taken the fleet on into the far West Reach and attacked the islets and rocks where the dragons raised their young, killing many broods, "crushing
monstrous eggs with iron mauls." Hearing of this, Orm's dragon anger woke again, and he "leapt for Havnor like an arrow of fire." (Dragons are
generally referred to both in Hardic and Kargish as male, though in fact the gender of all dragons is a matter of conjecture, and in the case of the
oldest and greatest ones, a mystery.)."Very well, then. Irioth, my dear companion, teacher, rival, friend, farewell. Emer, brave woman,."Who
does?".They came out into the calm, open evening air. The west still held some brightness as they crossed.ones..Old Hardic differs in vocabulary
and pronunciation from the current speech, but the rote learning and regular speaking and hearing of the classics keeps the archaic language
meaningful (and probably puts some brake on linguistic drift in daily speech), while the Hardic runes, like Chinese characters, can accommodate
widely varying pronunciations and shifts of meaning..forest and meadow, but the rain will fall, the rivers will run to the sea. The unstable,
mutable,."Ah," said Diamond, floored. The Summoner's art is perhaps the most arcane and dangerous of all.Each True Rune has a significance, a
connotation or area of meaning, which can be more or less.She gazed at him from her unreadable eyes, and finally said, "What must I do?"."From
far away.".in Gont Port, and Dulse had sent Silence down instead, and there he had stayed.."I don't know exactly. But everyone is betrizated. At
birth.".people's hair but curly, frizzy. Many people in the west of Havnor had hair like that..shake the city down, bring avalanche and tidal wave,
close the cliffs of the bay together like.Something happened. I heard raised voices. I leaned out of my seat. Several rows in front."And perhaps
because such arts have not the power they once had," he said. He did not know himself why he tried to weaken her faith in wizardry; perhaps
because any weakening of her strength, her wholeness, was a gain for him. He had begun merely by trying to get her into his bed, a game he loved
to play. The game had turned to a kind of contest he had not expected but could not put an end to. He was determined now not to win her, but to
defeat her. He could not let her defeat him. He must prove to her and himself that his dreams were meaningless..immensely dangerous. Ordinary
people-and dragons-keep their true name secret; wizards hide and.the wizards. Though they speak the True Speech, they are endlessly devious.
Some of them clearly.the silence by splashing and breathing hard. He slogged back up the path through the reeds till he."My name's myself. True.
But what's a name, then? It's what another calls me. If there was no.danger, we met to choose a new Warden of Roke, an Archmage to guide us.
And in our council we set.Ember and to whom the memory was much clearer, told it to him fully. Ember sat with them,."He was here!" she cried.
"That foul heart, that Thorion!" She strode to meet the Patterner as he came into the starlight by the house. "I was bathing in the stream, and he
stood there watching me!".it. "Media's Gate, they used to call it. I keep both doors." He opened it. The brightness of the.Otter's breath was coming
hard. Hound put his hand on Otter's hand for a moment, said, "Don't.She nodded, with an anxious face..that she might see me, I walked more and
more slowly. I was already in the ring of brightness.group of people under the big oak on the hilltop. When Tarry's band of harp, fife, viol, and
drum.of. If you had any of horn or bone, maybe? I'd trade one of these little velvet caps here for.drift of cloud, the long ridge of the mountain
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glimmered red..He had not thought. He had taken the shape that came soonest to him, run to the river as an otter would, swum as the otter would
swim. But only in his own form could he think as a man, hide, decide, act as a man or as a wizard against the wizard who hunted him..to O Port. I
was spared alone from drowning, last night, when a witchwind struck." He was silent.observing this scene..there?"."That's a formality. We senior
sorcerers may carry a staff when we're on Roke's business. Which I.hanging loosely from the ceiling struck one another with the sound of sleigh
bells, prismatic.as he folded up his pack..and Diamond said nothing. "Have you had any ideas of what you want to do?".cavern stretched away. He
could see that its rooms and passages went much farther than he had.There were no wizards serving Losen now except Early and a couple of
humble sorcerers. Early had driven off or killed, one after another, his rivals for Losen's favor, and had enjoyed sole rule over all Havnor now for
years..She was silent..It grew darker quickly. A haze was coming up from the south, blotting out the sky. Only above the."What will you have us
call you?".upside down, and soured the beer, and a student who tried to stop him got turned into a pig for a.point had moved considerably from the
black-and-silver hill that the woman had shown me, and I.Westpool got himself a wizard from Roke. He was surprised how easy it was to get one,
if you paid.anything at all to turn the Roke-wind if it blew against them. And if it did. Dragonfly would ask.like learning? Do you like knowledge?
Would you like to know the name we call the King when he's.fragments into a curve, then closed it into a circle. "Yes," he said, studying his
eggshells,.house than the men of the Marsh. He was easy to talk with, and she told him about the curer, since.to run her estate from the city, the
other had a son whose sons quarrelled again, redividing the.The Changer stood silent, and then he said quietly, with respect, "My friend, what is it
you think to do, to learn? What is she, that you ask this for her?"."Study with the wizard?".Diamond expected to feel relieved, released, but found
he felt rejected, ashamed..path through the fields to Roke Knoll. It is a curious thing about the Great House of Roke, that.In Losen's service was a
man who called himself Hound, because, as he said, he had a nose for.behind them emerged majestically slow, huge surfaces filled with people,
like flying stations,.It was Havnor, his land, where his people were, whether alive or dead he did not know; where Anieb lay in her grave, up there
on the mountain. He had never been back, never come this close. It had been how long? Sixteen years, seventeen years. Nobody would know him,
nobody would remember the boy Otter, except Otter's mother and father and sister, if they were still alive. And surely there were people of the
Hand in the Great Port. Though he had not known of them as a boy, he should know them now..worth?"."She's very sick, Rush," the girl said. She
looked again at Tern. "You're not a healer?" It was an accusation..It was then that village sorcery, and above all women's witchery, came into the ill
repute that.certain either of that city, which existed only within me, or of this spectral one with rooms into.people down. The sunny streets of Telio
were sad and dirty. People lived in them as in the.dragons had taken to setting fire to boats that went west of Hosk, and harried ships even in
the.The takeoff came unexpectedly. There was no change at all in gravity, no sound reached."He lay as if dead, cold, his heart not beating, yet he
breathed. The Herbal used all his art, but could not rouse him. "He is dead," he said. "The breath will not leave him, but he is dead." So we
mourned him. Then, because here was dismay among us, and all my patterns spoke of change and danger, we met to choose a new Warden of
Roke, an Archmage to guide us. And in our council we set the young king in the Summoner's place. To us it seemed right that he should sit among
us. Only the Changer spoke against it at first, and then agreed..Gelluk stood tense and trembling, still at a loss. "Turres," he said, after a time,
almost in a whisper..the hip with his huge head, he rubbed against me, purring; I felt an idiotic tickling in my chest. . ..Nine Masters only the
Patterner and the Doorkeeper protested; they were overruled. For more than.descending from high above, the base of one of those enormous
columns that had astonished me."So," he said, "now he makes you his reason for our meeting. But I will not go to the Great House..people they told
me of, but I don't know. I think the trees I saw from the hill hold some great.learned alone in the Immanent Grove was not known to any but those
with whom she shared her.They held each other tight, hard, silent for a long time. To Diamond it was as if he held his.ends.".Down in their tiny
cabin Dragonfly sat waiting for him, solemn as ever but her eyes blazing with excitement. "We'll go ashore in the morning," he repeated to her, and
she nodded, acceptant..The weather was fair for once: a following wind, a blue sky lively with little white clouds, the.Dulse had sent students on to
the School, three or four of them, nice lads with a gift for this or.The evil reputation magic had gained during the Dark Time, however, continued to
cling to many of.The existence of magic as a recognized, effective power wielded by certain individuals, but not by.Sometimes there were great
rooms. Sometimes there were pools of motionless water. It was hard to.carthorses, jolting slowly along, his legs angling. Down by Jackass Hill an
uncouth figure rose up.bowing down before her, bowing slowly down to earth, and lying on it..coronation, here. By the Archmage Thorion.".door
opening on the street, but it's shut. It looks like an ordinary door.".white border. I wanted to locate the source of this peculiar force, but suddenly, as
if I were.You can know anything you like. I need have no secrets from you. Nor you from me," and he laughed,.Naturally, Hal refuses to be
acclimated by the "Adapt" people. He prefers to figure it out.But something else was occupying me. I sat half supine, my legs stretched out,.The
house vanished. No walls, no roof, nobody. Early stood on the dust of the village square in."At least he's not seeing the witch's girl," said Golden.
"That's done with." Later on it occurred to him that neither was his wife seeing the witch anymore. For years they'd been thick as thieves, against
all his warnings, and now Tangle was never anywhere near the house. Women's friendships never lasted. He teased her about it. Finding her
strewing pennyroyal and miller's-bane in the chests and clothes-presses against an infestation of moths, he said, "Seems like you'd have your friend
the wise woman up to hex 'em away. Or aren't you friends anymore?".When it came to teaching what he knew, he was tireless, generous, and
exacting. For the first."He won't be angry? They say wizards have short tempers. Full of pride.".Neither of them had been on Pody. It was a sleepy
southern island with a pretty old port town,.need to touch down either on water or on earth; they live on the wing, aloft in air, sunlight,.Wide steps
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ran down, silvery like a mute waterfall. The desolation surprised me; since.The Doorkeeper caught up with her as she came to a cross-corridor and
stood not knowing which way to take. "This way," he said, falling into step beside her, and after a while, "This way," and so they came quite soon
to a door. It was not made of horn and ivory. It was uncarved oak, black and massive, with an iron bolt worn thin with age. "This is the back door,"
the mage said, unbolting it. "Media's Gate, they used to call it. I keep both doors." He opened it. The brightness of the day dazzled Irian's eyes.
When she could see clearly she saw a path leading from the door through the gardens and the fields beyond them; beyond the fields were the high
trees, and the swell of Roke Knoll off to the right. But standing on the path just outside the door as if waiting for them was the pale-haired man
with narrow eyes.."Until the wind changes, eh?" said the Patterner.."What's up?" said Kurremkarmerruk. "I've been reading about dragons. Not
paying attention. But all.Quite early on, impatient with wooing her massive physical indifference, he had worked up a charm,.lucky as an Irian'.
The masters and many tenants of the domain added its name to their own,.else, to do that, I too must know your name." He paused again. As he
talked it seemed to him that.Erreth-Akbe slip like the shadow of a great sundial across the roofs below. He gave orders, and.protecting individuals,
farms, towns, cities, and shipping, until social order was re-established.."When do we land?".try to close himself off to it. "I will not work in the
service of evil!" he told himself. Then.far more numerous neighbors to the south and west..forests. Dulse was not a tireless walker like Silence, who
would have spent his life wandering in
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