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Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his pearl was worth a thousand

dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man whom I bought avouched that

he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and have found him the skilfullest of

men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be made manifest to us.'.? ? ? ? ? At

their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..The messenger wished him joy of the bath and

exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening and obedience," answered El Abbas and

accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..I marvelled at her words and said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O

Captain Muin, I would have thee give me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What have I to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she

said, "Know that I would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but I would fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my

intent and my desire, and my design will not be accomplished but by thine aid." Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire

me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit in the street wherein is the house of Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk

are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with thee of the police, and thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt

smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou question me of my case and I will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of

the deputies (91) and I came down [into the town,] to do an occasion; but the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut

against me and all the gates and I knew not whither I should go this night Presently I saw this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and

its cleanness, took shelter therein against break of day.' When I say this to thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion

of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave her with one who will take care of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass

the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and children till the morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus

shall I have gained admission into his house, without inconvenience, and gotten my desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this

is an easy matter.".? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world should I forget the love of

thee?.? ? ? ? ? By God, how pleasant was the night we passed, with him for third! Muslim and Jew and Nazarene, we sported till the day..So the old

man put his head forth of the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him

enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she

sprang up to him and seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them

in this plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How

comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How should I not be confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in

love with the servant of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be

wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take

this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement,

they will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee.".So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master,

who set it on the door and said to the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the

citadel, where do thou foregather with all the mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee

to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee

joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily,

we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to

strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them; whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer

and this is our original condition; but out Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with

their provost.'.? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of troops and guards ensued, And Bactrian camels brought with him, in many a laden

line,.? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..74. The Devout Woman and the

Two Wicked Elders dclix.The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..Now there was in the house a ram, with which the

Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted

her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast

down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then

he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care

And blame a little thing to brook that unto it pertain..When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and

prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How

then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor

of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine
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empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".119.

The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by

name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good

counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the

affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..Then came forward the

fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..When the evening

evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O

king, that.?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226)

xiv.117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife

dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..To return to the

king's daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose account he was slain. She had been used to look out from the top of her palace and

gaze on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were encamped

beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth, the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand thee in marriage, and

wearied himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.' 'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell me?' And the

damsel answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest of him, even

as he came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.130. Abulhusn ed Durraj and Abou Jaafer the Leper cccclxxxi.123. The Blacksmith

who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..When the king heard these

words, he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, for the day draweth to an end and

I mean to put him to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he meriteth.".When they came to the palace, King

Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation

to the folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So

great and small came up unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up

with his brother and acquainted him with that which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past]

and told him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues

and histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to

wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the

means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night

with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".Then he

again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him and questioned him of the band and how he came to escape, he alone of

them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High delivered thee from them, for that they would not obey my speech;

wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause of my

preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these [wretches] practise

upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy thou wast

wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they did on this wise, for that my part with them was to concern

myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell them was on this

wise..When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me [in that language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I,

'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water,

wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing

from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake.

Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder

mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question

me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they

were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou

mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..May the place of my session ne'er lack

thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, iii. 191..82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.? ?

? ? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh Officer's Story

dccccxxxviii.When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and for the damsel

Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places

and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding

gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to
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meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and

[burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the

flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches

bend, what while the stars abide..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..Then the thieves addressed

themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain,

'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead

man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death

and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this

[beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for

but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.Then said the king, "Hast thou a need we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding

beholden to thee for that which thou didst in the matter of Hudheifeh and his folk." And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an

hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars and said to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves!

of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will give thee slaves and servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee

abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then he put his hand to his poke and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies,

whose value none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O king, God cause thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath

vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two caskets, even as I have accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets and El

Abbas took his leave and went away to the bazaar..Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with

him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou

answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save

God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer,

saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she

hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of

slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will

redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am

the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of

divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I

take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the

merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an

opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window

giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one

of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth

with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So

they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my

wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not

and endeavour was useless.'.?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..As they abode thus on the

fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!"

Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they,

"Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we

are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68)

hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the

tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".THE KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND

THE POETS. (41).? ? ? ? ? This is my saying; apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..As he

was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him

cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he

fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with

Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir,

cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew

their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of

them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of

you will be saved.".Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I
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purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and

meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall

concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take

half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the

money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have

returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget

him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand

[of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man,

between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken

the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..When the night darkened on her, she called him

to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food.

So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and

I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook

himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see

thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her

to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her

but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with

thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that

to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say

to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother xxxi.6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.? ? ?

? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house

and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I

desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I

fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and

said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop,

and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to

come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and

matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse

dcv.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would

she turn aside..? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..Relief,

Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode

of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed

with might and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him

[warriors] from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of

Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like

unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the

use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed

she was a ravishment to mankind..? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.Then he

turned to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her

and her husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set

out that which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and

torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily,

there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered

she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me

the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes

brimmed over with tears at her story..? ? ? ? ? When clear'd my sky was by the sweet of our foregathering And not a helper there remained to

disuniting Fate,.To return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore,

but she rejected his suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband.

Moreover, she refused meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown

of wool and said to her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked
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for God to deliver her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city

wherein her husband was king and his goods were put under seal..There was once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous (236)

city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than

tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to

take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king

sent after him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou

overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy

circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth

(241) it and peopleth it not.'.Next morning, up came the Cadi, with his face like the ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God, where is my

debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and cried out and said to the prefect, "Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in thievery

and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and said, "Why dost thou not answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two heads (105) are

not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the right be on my side, it will appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee, O

ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is on thy side?" "O our lord the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a

woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and trinkets of price. Now she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest

upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars. By Allah, this is none other than gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy

household hath transgressed against her!".58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.50. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night

ccxlvi.? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..22. El Hejjaj

and the three Young Mem ccccxxxiv.One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment

and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him

with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the

goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord;

whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her

blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent,

quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city

and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words

and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to

Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city

that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El

Muradi and his crew]..The old woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the rest bought him an

old shirt, in which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from off him and arising

forthright, washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and

made him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? And all the

desert spaces devour, whilst to my rede, Or if in sport or earnest, (93) still Aamir giveth ear..Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..As for his mother,

Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was

troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with

her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and

said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot

speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be

possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been

spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my

son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?'

'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.When it was the fourth night,

there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as never saw eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a

crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand dinars. He sat down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to

him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who showered on him great store of jewels and jacinths and

gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as much in value as] all that had fallen to her,

from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy

and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis took leave of them, band by band..? ? ? ? ?

t. The Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment dccccix.Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah,

thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced.
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Then the latter came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and

which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233)

the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the

Faithful.'.It befell one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to

thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that

there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in

entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.?OF THE ILL EFFECTS OF PRECIPITATION..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the

Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they

obey his rede..? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was lavish of his House and his Victual to one whom he knew not dcccciv.Then they drew up the contract

of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the

prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul

face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch

as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him.

However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had

the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of

defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and

opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..Then they told the damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and

knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave him somewhat and returned to

her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined

and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to

the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly

and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and

question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her

and recited the following verses:.His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.Then said he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that I

do with them?" And she answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of God the Most High; (119) the slayer shall be slain and the

transgressor transgressed against, even as he transgressed against us; yea, and the well-doer, good shall be done unto him, even as he did unto us."

So she gave [her officers] commandment concerning Dadbin and they smote him on the head with a mace and slew him, and she said, "This is for

the slaughter of my father." Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and carry him] to the desert whither he had caused carry her [and leave him

there without victual or water]; and she said to him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt abide [the punishment of] thy guilt and perish of hunger and

thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered, even as I was delivered.".Then I sang and the captain said, "It is good,"

Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of the world!" But his comrades

said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not going forth." And I said, "I am

content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He shook his head and drank, then

arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of merry-making and drunkenness and

sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth, unveiled and knowing not whither we

went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I, "Hast thou a mind to quicken dead

folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us with the grass,

(137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..73. The Woman's Trick against her Husband dclviii.? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me

down from fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but,

when they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.? ? ? ? ? My

body is dissolved with sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.King and his

Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii. 53..51. The Thief and the Money-changer dcv.99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.When the morning morrowed,

the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and

deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed

on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided

him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the

vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..The woman who used to act as decoy for them once caught

them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she had a wedding toward in her own house, and appointed her for a day, whereon she should

come to her. When the appointed day arrived, the woman presented herself and the other carried her into the house by a door, avouching that it was

a privy door. When she entered [the saloon], she saw men and champions (131) [and knew that she had fallen into a trap]; so she looked at them
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and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a woman and there is no glory in my slaughter, nor have ye any feud of blood-revenge against me, wherefore ye

should pursue me; and that which is upon me of [trinkets and apparel] ye are free to take." Quoth they, "We fear thy denunciation." But she

answered, saying, "I will abide with you, neither coming in nor going out." And they said, "We grant thee thy life.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the

Loaves of Bread dlxxx.Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii. 31..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? v. The House with

the Belvedere dxcviii.When the queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment between you shall not be but in accordance

with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who were present and turning to her brother, said to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness is established with me

and the truth of thy speech, and praised be God who hath brought about union between thee and thy wife! So now begone with her to thy country

and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue of the All-knowing King, I will not

turn back from seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister to mind and broke out with the

following verses from a heart endolored, afflicted, disappointed, saying:.Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's

goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the very planets wane..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's

anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvii.When the

evening evened, the king summoned the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening

and obedience. Know, O august king, that
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