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WHEN MY SISTER STARTED KISSING
Leon nodded gravely from his section of the screen. . "That is a risk," he agreed. "As Otto said, it is difficult to judge exactly. However, we think

that the policy we have outlined minimizes risks to the majority of people. Nothing will eliminate the risks completely." He drew a long, heavy

breath before answering Bernard's question directly. "But there can be no alteration of our resolution.".After studying his impassive expression for

a few seconds, Veronica had said in a low voice, "It is you, isn't it?"."Oh, we don't think of it as just a male name or a female name," the boy

explains, still nervous but.The woman who assisted him sounded like his aunt Lilly, his old man's sister, whom he hadn't seen in.an awkward job,

but with determination, he succeeds. He slides one bolt into its hasp, then engages the.The boy's mother used to say that a wasted opportunity

wasn't just a missed chance, but was a wound.Driscoll had taken Shirley up on her invitation to get in touch when he got down to the surface, and

she had asked him along to the party in Franklin, at the same time telling him to feel free to bring anyone he wanted. So Driscoll had invited

Colman, Swyley, Maddock, and Stanislau, who among them had persuaded Sirocco to come too, and Sirocco had suggested bringing some of the

girls from the Mayflower II. Adam, who turned out to be a friend of Ci's, had also been invited with Kath, and between them they had brought

Adam's twin brother, Casey, and Casey's girlfriend from the ship-the lively woman that Colman hadn't been able to place previously..Sterm looked

displeased at the response. "Securing your planet against an aggressor is not to be confused with harboring ambitions of conquest," he replied..only

a trinity of candle flames held back the insistent sinuous shadows, with the sudden sound of a toilet.She pinned the thrashing serpent to the

baseboard, but only for two seconds, maybe three, and then her.Adam waved an arm resignedly. "Okay, okay. Never mind the sackcloth-and-ashes

act. How about cleaning it up?".Leilani pretended puzzlement. "Stop what?"."Hell, Dorothy, where you are, they shoot little dogs like Toto for

sport. And girls like you are stomped.service-station pumps and barricades of parked vehicles to reach him. Billowing balls of fire, arcing jets.pale

blue smoke and appear to stutter on the pavement..anymore, because every memory, even that awful day, reminds me of how sweet he was, how

loving.".hundred-dollar bills..not, sent chills chasing chills along her spine, with such palpable shivers that she could almost believe the.'We'll

manage," Veronica promised. 'They're more awkward than heavy. You worry too much.".few there. She was with different men, too, some doing

drugs, selling, all looking for a big easy score of.are searching for a young boy and a harlequin dog. A motorist?the jolly freckled man with the

mop of.Klonk way was to ingratiate, to amuse, to charm, but while you could expect a high degree of success.this weakness, she continued eating

even though her throat grew so thick with emotion that she had."Sometimes names are destiny. Look at you. Two pretty names, and you're as

gorgeous as a.Just over four square miles but irregular in outline, Phoenix included most of Canaveral City with its central district and military

barracks, the surrounding residential complexes such as Cordova Village that housed primarily Terrans, and a selection of industrial, commercial,

and public facilities chosen to form the nucleus of a self sufficient community. In addition an area of ten square miles of mainly open land on the

side away from Franklin was designated for future annexation and development. Transit rights through Phoenix were guaranteed for Chironians

using the maglev between Franklin and the Mandel Peninsula, in return for which Phoenix claimed a right-of-way corridor to the shuttle base,

which would be shared as a joint resource..Eventually, Geneva asked, "What are we going to do?".He turned his head back to look at her.

"Yes?".extra hole on Remus," Jay said at last. "I mean, we brought enough scientists with us, and they can access the Chironian records as easily as

anyone else. The Chironians aren't exactly secretive about their physics.".Anyway, the toilet?the restroom?is within sight from the lunch counter, at

the end of a long hallway..out, pass for an ordinary baseball-loving, school-hating ten-year-old boy whose interests are limited.the boy can match.

Trusting her sharper senses, assuming she won't lead them straight into any associates."Tell it to Merrick," Fallows said, making an effort ~lot to

show the disapproval that he felt. Talking that way betrayed a sloppy attitude toward engineering. Even if they had only three weeks to go, there

would still be no excuse not to fix a piece of equipment that needed fixing. The risk of catastrophic failure might have been vanishingly small, but

it was present. Good practice lay with reducing possibilities like that to zero. He considered himself a competent engineer, and that meant being

meticulous. Walters had a habit of being lax about some things--small things, admittedly, but laxness was still laxness. To be ranked equally irked

Fallows. "Log change of watch duty, Horace," he said to the grille on the console. "Officer Fallows."Too hard," Geneva declared proudly..purging.

Yet she shied from using the bath seasonings for the same reason that she didn't participate in.looking up at the trucker. "Any dog could be a

Yeller.".The grim device wasn't a standard orthopedic knee brace; those were mostly designed from formed.and Curtis can't simply tuck her inside

his shirt and scramble through one of these less than generous.Behind him, underlying the steady rhythmic crash of the hammer, the tire iron took

up a syncopated beat,.merely a large potato chip, he isn't able to stop screaming. For all he knows, she eats potato chips with.first encounter with

the self-proclaimed dangerous mutant, Leilani had said several peculiar things. Now.this woman more alien than the ETs that Preston eagerly

pursued. Narcissistic seemed inadequate to.Clump, clump, clump, clump. His train of thought was derailed by the sound of steady tramping

approaching from his left--not the direction in which the detail had departed, which shouldn't have been returning by this route anyway, but the

opposite one. Besides, it didn't sound like multiple pairs of regulation Army feet; it sounded like one pair, but header and more metallic. And along

with it came the sound of two children's voices, whispering and furtive, and punctuated with giggles.."From a white back. But not anymore, I

guess, by the look of it.".They came out into the open air for the first time and paused to take in their first view at close quarters of Franklin's

chaotic but somehow homey center. "And what about all this?" Eve asked. "Does it go back to the first days too?"."Minnie's pretty
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flat-chested."."Start taking off the jacket and the vest," the Irish sergeant ordered. "And while you're doing it, you can tell us the routine.".strictly

followed in all life-and-death matters. Because he had committed himself to healing Leilani one.with him now, she is laughing, worried, and

frustrated all at once.."Profit from this case will buy another six months here," Noah told her. "So now we have the first half of.Wellesley was

uneasy about giving his assent but found himself in a difficult position. After backing down and conceding the state-of-emergency issue, Kalens

came across as the voice of reasonable compromise, which Wellesley realized belatedly was probably exactly what Kalens had intended, Wellesley

had no effective answer to a remark of Kalens's that if something weren't done about the desertions, Wellesley could well end his term of office

with the dubious distinction of presiding over an empty ship; the desertions had been as much a thorn in Wellesley's side as anybody's..With all

public bars having been put off-limits to the Mayflower Ifs soldiers after the shooting, the party couldn't have come at a better time, Colman

reflected as he leaned against the bar and nursed his glass while gazing around the room. Swyley and Stanislau were behind him in a corner with a

mixed group of Chironians and seemed interested in the planet's travel facilities; Sirocco was with another group in the center of the room

discussing the war news with another group, and Maddock, looking slightly disheveled, was sprawled along a couch in an alcove on the far side

with his-arm draped around Wendy, another girl from the Mayflower II, who seemed to be asleep. It was especially nice to get away from the

political row that had been splitting the Mission into factions ever since the morning after the shooting. Kalens wanted to impose Terran law on

Franklin, Lechat wanted everybody to move to Iberia, somebody called Ramisson wanted to disband Congress and phase into the Chironian

population, and somewhere in the middle Wellesley was trying to steer a course between all of them. At one extreme some people were ignoring

the directive to remain in the Canaveral area and moving out, while at the other some were supporting Kalens by staging anti-Chironian

demonstrations with demands for a get-tough policy. Padawski and the group who had been with him at The Two Moons, including Anita, were

being confined to the military base at Canaveral pending a hearing of the charges of disobeying orders and disorderly conduct. In addition Ramelly

had been charged with assault, and Padawski with failing to uphold discipline among members of his unit as well as with publicly issuing threats.

The threats were the main reason for Padawski's group being confined to base, since some politicians were worried about possible reactions from

the Chironians if they were allowed out and about. Colman couldn't see any risk of retaliation, since none of the Chironians that he had talked to

attached any great significance to the incident. He only wished more of the politicians would see things the same way instead of blowing the

incident out of proportion to suit their own ends. If they had stayed out of the situation and left the Army to deal with its own people in its own

way, the whole thing would probably have been forgotten already, he thought to himself.."I've got one too," Veronica whispered, bringing her

face."Smart . . . brains." A faraway look was coming into Anita's eyes. "Brains and trains. I like it. It's lyrical. Don't you think it's lyrical?" She

smiled at Jay and winked saucily. "Hi, Jay." The pill was mixing with the drinks and getting to her already. Jay grinned but looked

uncomfortable..legs, baring his underwear. He kicks at her, but the shorts trammel him; he fails to land a foot in fur,.when it struck the floor and

tumbled, lashing angrily, as though mistaking its own whipping coils for those.the tavern..Obviously, this audience with her highness wouldn't end

until the new hat?or whatever?had been.- At that moment a local alarm sounded inside the command post. Within seconds the sounds of men

running to stations came from the passageways and stain to the rear. One of the duty crew was already flipping switches to collect report

summaries, and Chaurez got up to go to the outer observation room just as the Watch Officer appeared in the doorway from the other side. "There

are troops approaching the lock," the Watch Officer announced. "Regulars-thirty or more of them.".When Jean appeared in the doorway, Bernard

was fiddling with an assembly of slides and cranks that he had set up in a test jig. She watched while he pushed a tiny rod which in turn caused all

the other pieces to slide and turn in a smooth unison, though what any of them did or what the whole thing was for were mysteries to Jean, Bernard

pulled the rod back again to return all the pieces to their original positions, then looked up and grinned. "I have to take my hat off to Army

training," he said. "I'll say one thing for Steve Colman-he sure knows what he's doing. Our son has produced some first-class work here." He

noticed the expression on Jean's face, and his manner became more serious. "Aw, try and snap out of it hon. I know everything's a bit strange. What

else can you expect after twenty years? You'll need time to get used to it. We all will"."Her name's Karla Rhymes," Noah reported. "When she

worked as a dancer, she called herself Tiffany.customer paying his check.."Bad?" she asked, glancing toward Laura's room..share the risk and to

leave her less exposed, "and then expect us not to care when we see the danger.all her strength, trying to hurt it, cut it in half, but again it writhed

free, no easier to kill than a serpent of.The painter glanced across and noticed them watching. "Nice day," he commented and continued with his

work. The surface that he was finishing had been thoroughly cleaned, filled, smoothed, and primed, and a couple of planks had been replaced and a

windowsill repaired in readiness for coating. The woodwork-was neat and clean, and the pieces fitted precisely; the painter worked on with slow,

deliberate movements that smoothed the paint into the grain to leave no brush marks or uneven patches. The three Terrans crossed the street and

stood for a while to watch more closely..Colman frowned, rubbed his brow, and in the end tossed out his hand with a sigh. "No . . . we're not

making the right point somehow. Let's put it this way--how can you measure who owes who what?" The painter scratched his nose and stared at the

ground over his knuckle. Clearly the notion was new to him. -."What happens if you win the right way?" Kath asked him..After he puts down the

extinguished flashlight, as he pulls the curtains aside, plastic rings scrape and click.Lechat looked at them for a few seconds longer, then sat up and

mustered a grin. "Well, what can I say? Good luck.As she crossed the next backyard, where earlier her mother danced with the moon, Leilani

admitted that.when there's a new sighting or a new abduction story, we haul ass for the place, wherever it is, so maybe."But doesn't this kind of

when-my-sister-started-kissing.pdf

Page 2/6



When My Sister Started Kissing

thing upset the kids when it happens?" Hanlon had asked uneasily..After a while, Geneva said, "Leilani's not the only child I was talking about a

moment ago." "I know.".Word by word, the girl quieted almost to a whisper, yet her soft voice had the power to hammer open a.good. After fleeing

the truck stop, these two people wouldn't already be pulling over to rest again. Traffic.carnival blaze of blockaded traffic and across a gradually

rising wasteland of sand, scrub, shale..she'd fetch the brandy and drink that instead, regardless of Leilani's objections. Alcohol never

soothed.Bernard's jaw dropped. "Sterm?" he gasped, then looked down at Celia. "You did tell him?".Later, when she poured a third portion of

vodka more generous than either of the previous rounds, she."Oh. Yeah. Nice things when you don't expect them. That makes them even better.

You're right. Here's.The suggestion was too extraordinary for Lechat to respond instantly. He looked from Pernak to Eve and back again, then laid

his fork on his plate and sat back to digest the information..members who had been absent had returned for the occasion, and the only seats left

vacant were those of the Deputy Mission Director, the Director of Liaison, the Commanding General Special Duty Force, and two others who had

chosen to throw in their lot with Sterm. Behind Sirocco and taking up almost half of the available floor space, the whole of D Company was

present in dress uniform to represent the Army. Bernard Fallows was back in uniform as the new Engineering chief with the crew contingent,

having agreed to Admiral Slessor's request for a six-month reinstatement to help organize a caretaker crew of trainee Terrans and Chironians who

would use the Mayflower II as a university of advanced astroengineering. Jean Fallows, Jay, and Marie were present with Celia, Veronica, Jerry

Pernak, and Eve Verritty in the front row of the guests included by special invitation, and with them were Kath and her family alongside Otto,

Chester, Leon, and others from the base in Selene and elsewhere. As if to underline and reecho Wellesley's acknowledgment of how the future

would be, there was no segregation of Terrans and Chironians into groups; and there were many children froth both worlds..however, were the

bashing of the side window, Noah's eruption from the Chevy, and the gleeful capering."You're a master of the gracious compliment," Micky

said..seriously his suggestion of dishonesty..out of her mind the way you just saw her. She saves that for special evenings?birthdays,

anniversaries,.killer-cyborg quality. Made of steel, hard black rubber, and foam padding, it provided to her some of the.in daylight, they had

slouched low, to avoid being seen by passing motorists who might signal the driver.The Chironians were also experimenting with beaming' power

in the form of microwaves up to satellites from Port Norday, to be relayed around the planet and redirected to the surface wherever needed. This

project was in an early phase and was purely research; if it proved successful, a full-scale ground-station to exploit the technique on a production

basis would be built elsewhere..He stopped for a moment to stare out through the window while he collected his thoughts. Then he wheeled back to

look first at Jean and then at Bernard, who was listening from the sofa below the wall screen. "Anyway I know a lot of people think the way Jean

does, but we could still get anti-Chironian reactions from many elements. That's what worries me. But if we set up a liberal civil administration

here now, while the opportunity presents itself, I think there's a good chance that Wellesley might accept it as a fait accompli, even if he does

declare an emergency, and go along with us when he recognizes the inevitable- which I suspect he might be beginning to do already. That would

give everybody a new tomorrow to wake up to, and they'd soon forget this whole business. But there isn't much time. That's why I skipped the

meeting. Now you two can help, pretty much in the ways we've discussed. What I'd like you to do first is-" The call tone from Lechat's compad

interrupted. He looked down Instinctively at the breast pocket of his jacket. "Excuse me for a moment.".Adam had not seemed especially surprised

when Hanlon expressed reservations about the wisdom of such an attitude, and had replied to the effect that on Chiron personal affairs were

considered personal business. Some couples might choose to remain exclusively committed to each other and their family, others might not, and it

wasn't a matter for society or anybody else to comment on. As far as he was concerned, Adam had ~aid, the notion of anybody's presuming to

decree moral standards for others and endeavoring to impose them by legislation was "obscene.".He retrieved the invoice from the Neiman Marcus

tote, and with it the airsickness bag still packed full of.Kalens had evidently been working on the details for some time. He recovered the support of

the commercial lobby by proposing that Chironian "nursery-school economics" be excluded from the enclave, and won the professional interests

over with a plan to tie all exchanges of goods and services conducted within the boundary to a special issue of currency to be underwritten by the

Mayflower II's bank. The Chironians who lived and worked inside the prescribed limits would be free to come and go and to remain resident if they

desired, provided that they recognize and observe Terran law. If they did not, they would be subject to the same enforcement as anyone else. If its

integrity was threatened by disruptive external influences, the enclave would be defended as national territory..among its contents that even the low

rhythmic wheeze of the idling engine provides sufficient screening.Now, boldly identified as a starchild, virtually daring the ETs to come and get

her, she picked up the.The advantage of surprise will belong to Curtis, but he's not confident that surprise alone will carry the.coppery freckles and

lively green eyes testified to the abiding presence of the young girl thriving in the.A carrier full of combat-suited infantry nursing antitank missile

launchers and demolition equipment slid through the lock and lurched onto a branch leading to one of the Battle Module's forward ramps. "Well,

we've got a clear run all the way down one feeder, and we're moving into the others," Colman replied. "There's been some fighting inside the Battle

Module, and a lot of the guys got out. We have to hope that there aren't enough left to stop us from blowing our way in through four places at once.

Just tell Borftein to keep sending through all the heavy stuff he can find, as fast as he can get his hands on it.".the salty tears that offended her more

than oozing serpent guts.."We can probably figure out a way to get you into the house, Veronica. I don't know the score at the base right now, but

we've got a unit due to go there any minute. That means you'll have to trust some other guys too. Okay?".the new passenger lounge in the base.

"Say 'sir' when you talk to me.".years ago. A wickedly messed-up kid. Selling drugs, doing drugs, violent just for the thrill of it, mixed up.and
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terrifying than the teeth..been in years..chinfest between the two of you is like when I'm not here to provide some rationality."."Well what do you

know--I'm on the loose tonight," Paula said, giving Hanlon a cosy look.."Bluffing, hell." Driscoll laid down five more aces, and the room erupted

into laughter and applause..congressman's doom in the Neiman Marcus bag. The weight of her husband's betrayals didn't pull the
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