Whatever Comes First

WHATEVER COMES FIRST
either. Yet.."But you saw where the paths led.".As he moves along the salad-prep aisle, the grim cowboy looks left and right, shoving aside the men
and."As long as you don't make it your business to go bothering people, you'll be okay," Nanook pointed out. "So it never affects most people. And
when it happens . . . it happens.".Bernard's concern changed to a deep, uneasy, suspicion as he listened. Waiters and Hoskins were his equals in
rank and duties; this could only mean that he had been left out of something deliberately. He fell quiet and said little more throughout the meal
while he brooded and wondered what the hell could be going on.."Are you never serious?" Micky asked. "Are you always making with the
wisecracks, the patter?".Curtis had thought he was being pursued by a platoon. Perhaps it is instead an army. And the enemies of.None of them was
Mickey, Minnie, Donald, or Goofy..moment and in the firm grip of the real..As was usual for a Saturday night, the pedestrian precinct beneath the
shopping complex and business offices of the Manhattan module was lively and crowded with people. It included several restaurants; three bars,
one with a dance floor in the rear; a betting shop that offered odds both on live games from the Bowl and four-years'-delayed ones from Earth; a
club theater that everybody pretended didn't stage strip shows; and a lot of neon lights. The Bowry bar, a popular haunt of off-duty regular troops,
was squeezed into one comer of the precinct next to a coffee shop, behind a studded door of imitation oak and a high window of small, tinted glass
panes that turned the inside lights red..age, about the size of the night visitor who stands over him..except once in a while she says what an
intolerant and uptight bunch of poop vents they were?though,."An expert on ladies in need of stimulating entertainment, perhaps?".Veronica
nodded her head quickly a couple of times. "She's not hurt or anything like that, but she's in a lot, of trouble. She's gotten herself mixed up with
Sterm, and she can't make a move without being watched. She could be in real danger, Steve. She has to get away from there.".and the
law-enforcement officers in those two SUVs is not happening. He wishes they would just.Her back is to him, but as he approaches her, he can see
that she's approximately the age of the man..with such momentum that he crashes into the side of a Lexus stopped in the lane adjacent to the
motor.to do. I can get where I want to go, no matter how hard it is.".and what you think maybe he really does is have his sweaty, greasy, drooling,
lustful way with me.".inexpressibly melancholy, so quiet that the lament drifted to Micky as might the voice of a real ghost: the.across Geneva's
face at the counterfeit memory of her anguish-filled love affair with a heroin junkie; but.baseboard and rattling against the legs of the furniture?but
also because she herself was grunting like a."That's my point," the boy told him. "The facts aren't going to be changed, no matter how strongly you
want to believe they're different, and no mater how many people you persuade to agree with you, are they? There just isn't any sense in saying there
are things you can't see and in believing things you can't test.".he feels his way with outstretched hands to guard against surprises..surprise ready
for the doctor. Not much physical strength was required to pull a trigger..recognized too well..herself, and honest enough to admit to the shame,
though dishonest enough to try to avoid facing up to.anxious about her welfare. She enjoyed making people smile. She always hoped to leave them
thinking,.THE TENSION THAT had been increasing since planetfall and the shock of the most recent news were showing on Wellesley's face
when he rose to address a stunned meeting of the Mayflower II' s Congress later that morning. And as he seemed a shell of the man he had been,
the assembly facing him was a skeleton of the body that had sat on the day when the proud ship settled into orbit at the end of its epic voyage.
Some, such as Marcia Quarrey, had vanished without warning during the preceding weeks as Chiron's all pervasive influence continued to take its
toll; a few down on the surface had been unable to return in time for the emergency session. Nevertheless, at short notice Wellesley had managed to
scrape together a quorum. He told them of his intention; a few voices of protest and dissent had been heard; and now the legislators waited to hear
the decision that to most of them was already a foregone conclusion..Howard brought a hand up to his chin sad rubbed it dubiously for a few
seconds. "Mmm . . . Sterm. I can~ make him out. I get the feeling that he could be a force to be reckoned with before it's all over, but I don't know
where he stands." He thought for a moment longer and at last shook his head. "There are some confidential matters that I'll want to bring up. Sterm
could turn out to be an adversary. It wouldn't be wise to show too much of our hand this early on. You'd better leave him out of it. Later on it might
change... but let's keep him at a distance for the time being."."The cloak-and-dagger aspect ought to be fun, and the sleuthing. I've always loved the
Rex Stout.known and those hideous cadavers.."WE'LL TAKE CARE of that." Colman turned his head and called in a louder voice, "Stanislau,
Young-come over here and give me a hand with this crate." Rifles slung across theft backs, Stanislau and Young stepped away from the squad
standing on the sidewalk and helped Colman to heave the crate into the truck waiting to leave for the border checkpoint, while the Chironian who
had been struggling to lift it with his teenage son watched. As they pushed the crate back into the truck, it dislodged the tarpaulin covering an open
box to reveal a high-power rifle lying among the domestic oddments. The Chironian saw it and lifted his head to look at Colman curiously. Colman
threw the tarp back over the box and tuned away..angry.".His only sister, twenty-nine now, she would remain forever a child in his heart. When she
was twelve,."Yes, we know that," Quarrey agreed. "But wasn't there also something about the same powers passing to the Deputy Director?"."What
you've got there is at least three times the value of your rustbucket Chevy. Plus the cost of the.One door remained..and she smiled, too. "Mrs. D,
you said apparently the gunman shot you."."No. She's wasted on crack cocaine and hallucinogenic mushrooms. The only way old Sinsemilla
could.than Micky's had been, only different. Hardship strengthens those it doesn't break, and already, at nine,.Colman nodded. "I guess so. I'll
probably be asleep when you come off duty. Better give me a call."."My aunt Lilly didn't think so. She shot me.".braced herself with the same lie
once more. This wasn't really vodka for Micky. This was anger for.The Ring modules contained all of the kinds of living, working, recreational,
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manufacturing, and agricultural facilities pioneered in the development of space colonies, and by the time the ship was closing in on Alpha
Centauri, accommodated some thirty thousand people. With the communications round-trip delay to Earth now nine years, the community was
fully autonomous in all its affairs --a self-governing, self-sufficient society. It included its own Military, and since the mission planners had been
obliged to take every conceivable circumstance and scenario into account, the Military had come prepared for anything; there could be no sending
for reinforcements if they got into trouble..triumph. They have no hope who have no belief in the intelligent design of all things, but those who
see.Jay,.Another pair of boots follows the first. Two men, not just one. Neither talks, both move purposefully..shouting. "FBI! FBI! Freeze, freeze,
freeze!"."Deleted," the machine confirmed. "Last line of entry reads: "... shut up behind a fence, ignored, and looking ridiculous.'".the wrong
time..~Driscoll was feeling more relieved. If what he had seen so far was anything to go by, the Chironians weren't going to start any trouble. He'd
had to bite his tongue in order to keep a straight face back in the antechamber by the ramp, and it was a miracle that nobody important had heard
Stanislau sniggering next to him. The Chironians were okay, he had decided. Everything would be okay.. . provided that ass-faces like Farnhill
didn't go and screw things up..While staring at Sterm, Borftein tapped Judge Fulmire's personal call code with his fingertips and moved the compad
quietly beneath some loose papers lying against a folder in front of him on the table..At the top of the last escalator, Jay led the way toward a large'
entrance set a short distance back from the main concourse. Above it was a sign that read: MANDEL BAY MERCHANDISE, FRANKLIN
CENTER OUTLET. In the recessed area outside, a small crowd was listening appreciatively to a string quartet playing a piece that Bernard
recognized 'as Beethoven. Suddenly, for a moment, Earth seemed less far away. Three of the Chironians--a Chinese-looking youth wearing a
lime-green coat, a tall Negro with a small beard and wearing a dark jacket with shirt and necktie, and a blue-eyed, fair-haired, Caucasian in
shirt-sleeves-recognized Jay, detached themselves from the audience, and came over. Jay introduced them as Chang, Rastus, and Murphy, which
confused Bernard because Murphy was the Chinese, Chang the black, and Rastus the white. Bernard had some misgivings to start with, but they
looked decent enough; and if they had been listening to Beethoven, he decided, they couldn't be too bad. He glanced over his shoulder instinctively
before remembering that the Mayflower//was twenty thousand miles away, realized that he could afford to loosen up a little, and said, "I, er... I see
you guys seem to like music," which was the best he could come up with on the spur of the moment..When he'd met her two weeks ago, Noah
Farrel had disliked this woman on first sight, strictly as a.creeping cat..She stood hurriedly, picked up the sculpture and, with trembling hands,
replaced it in its box, then stowed the box at the bottom of a closet as far back as she could reach..make the swap. Instead, he lights out for the
Territory, chasing the clever mutt, hurrying away from the.plant food, in spite of the regular aeration of its roots and periodic treatment with
measured doses of.She pinches his cheek, and he senses that she would kiss it if she could crane her neck that far..with rubies. The furnishings were
not typical institutional Formica-and-case-steel items, but maple stained.tried to settle his nerves.."Not all, I guess," Colman replied with a grin. He
turned to Adam and then Kath. "You, er--you don't seem to have any religion here at all, at least, not that I've seen. Is that right?" Having grown up
to accept it around him as a part of life, he hadn't been able to help noticing..To the faithful canine, the boy says, "Stay here, girl. I'll be back
soon.".werewolves in the misery of the moon could not have produced more chilling cries than those that caused."... have strayed from the path in
many ways, and we must be mindful of our Christian, as well as our patriotic, duty to lead this errant flock back into the haven of the fold.
Sometimes this is not an easy task, and requires firmness and dedication as well as compassion and understanding .... ".have had a dirtier mouth if
he'd spent the past few years licking the streets of Washington, D.C. He called.This baffles the boy because he's been under the impression that a
Gump has no choice but to be a.Constance Tavenall?no doubt soon to cleanse herself of the name Sharmer?stared at the TV. She."Baby, baby,"
Sinsemilla said, "look at this, look, look. Baby, look, see, look." She extended her hand,."I went, but I didn't listen much. Besides, you aren't
studying amebas and parameciums in fourth grade.".They stopped by a small open square, enclosed on three sides by buildings with striped
canopies over their many balconies and flowery windows. A preacher from the Mayflower I1, evidently anxious to make up for twenty years of lost
time, was belaboring a mixed audience of Chironians from the corner of a raised wall surrounding a bank of shrubbery. He seemed especially
incensed by the evidence of adolescent parenthood around him, existing and visibly imminent. The Chironians appeared curious but skeptical.
Certainly there were no signs of any violent evangelical revivals about to take place, or of dramatic instant conversions among the
listeners..collections of victims' teeth at bedside for nostalgic examination will evidently pull over without hesitation.Marcia Quarrey, the Director
of Commerce and Economic Policy, didn't look too happy at the suggestion as she sipped her cocktail. "Obviously that would be possible," she
said, setting down her glass. "But would it serve any useful purpose? The contingency plans were made to allow for the possibility of opposition.
Well, there hasn't been any opposition. What's the sense in throwing good business and growth prospects away by provoking hostilities needlessly?
We can acquire Franklin simply by walking in. We don't have to make a demonstration out of it.".sand, across loose shale, between masses of sage
and weather-sculpted thrusts of rock, zigging and.The mention of antimatter reminded Colman of something. He sat back on the sofa and cast his
mind back as he tried to pinpoint what. It reminded him of something Kath had said. The others stopped talking and looked at him curiously. And
then it came to him. He cocked his head to one side and looked at Bernard. "Did you know that Chironians were modifying the Kuan-yin into an
antimatter ship?" he asked..murderous rampage. Leilani's eccentric tales were acceptable conversation over dinner in an asylum; but."They're not
all like that, are they?" Bobby asked, looking hopefully at Colman..door on the truck cab and jumps to the pavement. Although he was riding
shotgun position beside the."Is there a computer in the house?" Bernard called out. "At your service," a voice replied from the direction of the
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screen. "I answer to Jeeves, unless you wont to {sake it something different." The voice changed to that of a girl speaking with a distinctive French
accent. "Une petite francaise, possiblement?" Then it switched to a guttural male--"Karl, ze Bavarian butler, maybe?"--to smooth tones---"Or
perhaps something frightfully English might meet more with your approval?"--and finally back to its original American. "All planetary
communications and database facilities at your disposal--public, domestic, educational, professional, end personal; information storage,
computation, entertainment~ instruction, tuition, reference, travel arrangements, accommodations, services, goods, end resources, secretarial
assistance, and consultancy. You name it, I can handle it or put you in touch with the right people.".A knock answered the question. The back door
stood open to facilitate air circulation, so Leilani Klonk.In the end Kalens rallied everybody to a consensus with a proposal to formally declare a
Terran enclave within Canaveral City, delimited by a clear boundary inside which Terran law would be proclaimed and enforced. The Iberia
proposal would require months, he told Lechat, whereas the immediate issue to be resolved was that of Terran security. In any case, it could hardly
be carried out without an electoral mandate. The enclave would preserve intact a functioning and internally consistent community which could be
transplanted at some later date if the electoral results so directed, and 'therefore represented as much of a step in the direction that Lechat was
advocating as could be realistically expected for the time being. Lechat was forced to agree up to a point and felt himself obliged to go
along.."Junk?!" Hoover's lights blazed crimson in unison. "What do you mean, funk? I'll have you know, young man, that we stock the finest
quality and the widest selection on the Peninsula. And we do it with the smallest inventory overhead and the fewest out-of-stock problems of any
establishment of comparable size. Junk indeed! Have you troubled to inspect our--"."What else can you do?" Juanita asked.."In the Orderly Room.
Hanlon got him up earlier..hundred yards to the west. Hurrying, he has covered less than half that distance when he hears the dog."Well, it sure
doesn't pay any money." Colman turned his head toward Hanlon. "What do you say, Bret?"."Forget it," Colman interrupted. "It happens to
everyone. Let's leave it with all the other stuff that's best left .up there.".The dog goes straight for the shorts. No bark, no growl, no warning, in fact
no evident animosity: Almost.the police.."Exactly, Jay. What you have is an ascending hierarchy of increasing levels of complexity. At each level,
new relationships and meanings emerge that are functions of the level itself and don't exist at all in the levels beneath. For instance, there are
twenty-six letters in the alphabet. One letter doesn't carry a lot of information, but when you string them together into words, the number of things
you can describe fills a dictionary. When you assemble words into sentences, sentences into paragraphs, and so on up to a book, the variety is as
good as_ infinite, and you can convey any meaning you want. Yet all the books ever written in English only use the same twenty-six
letters."."Apparently?".his in Congress, and that they might see more long-term profit in betraying her than in serving her honestly.above her, in the
open doorway, and even in this poor light, Leilani could see that they both still looked.warranted, gazing at her plate, as though puzzling over a
change in the texture of the dessert.."Yeah, I heard that somewhere," Leilani replied, picking up her fork.."It's okay, Driscoll," Sirocco called ahead
as the party came into sight around a bend in the wall. "Forget the pantomime. We're back in the Bomb Factory." Driscoll relaxed his pose and sent
a puzzled look along the corridor..jammed in the bottleneck at the restaurant's front door, not in danger of trampling one another like.poisonous that
he feels compelled to lash out, to hammer the dreaming boy and diminish this intolerable.Micky didn't quite realize that she was getting out of bed
to pour another double shot until she was at the.Jay jumped up and ran to a closet for a jacket. He looked at Jean as he pulled it on. "Yes, Mother,
I'll be careful.".When he glanced back, he noticed a Lincoln Navigator pulling away from the curb across the street, no.A short silence fell while
the meeting digested the observation. Kalens thought about the fusion complex that Farnhill had learned about in his largely unproductive talks
with an assortment of Chironians in Franklin. Kalens had sent Farnhill off to learn what he could through more casual contact and conversation,
after Borftein's sarcastic remark to the effect that the Army's company of misfits seemed to be making better progress with the natives than the
diplomats were managing. "Yes.. . I know what you mean," Kalens said, acknowledging Sterm with a motion of his head. "As a matter of fact, we
have already begun inquiries along those lines." He turned toward Farnhill. "Amery, tell us again about that place along the coast.".Still wary but
with growing confidence, he drops to his knees to search the closet floor for anything that.denim jackets, many in T-shirts emblazoned with the
names of automotive products, snack foods, beers,."When he has to explain where Luki's gone, what'll he say?" Geneva wondered..It was after
0400 hours, local, when Colman returned to the room which he shared with Hanlon in the Omar Bradley Block, which in the system of twenty-four
Chironian "long hours" day was about as miserable a time of day as it was on Earth. With the room to himself since Hanlon was on night duty, he
crawled gratefully between the sheets without bothering to shower to make what he could of the opportunity to sleep undisturbed until his call at
0530.."Why do people follow leaders?" Pernak replied. "For collective-strength. What do you need collective strength for? Because strength
ultimately gets to control the wealth and to impose ideas. But why does a race of millionaires need leaden if it already has all the material wealth it
needs, and isn't interested in imposing ideas on anyone because nobody ever taught it to? The Chironians don't. There isn't anything to scare them
with. You won't start any crusades down there because they won't take any notice."."No. My father just wants to see the gore."
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