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WHAT IS AN IDIOM WHEN ITS AT HOME
? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence
did veil..The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she
saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to
the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the
Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the
light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women, than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth.
They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon they embraced her and sat down on the chairs
aforesaid..107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80..JAAFER BEN YEHYA AND
ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE. (144).As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed
birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured
him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to
his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted
estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and
indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls
of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking
him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of
fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of
horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but
none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for
sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the
money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his
livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE
SHARPER..?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..Then he conferred on him a dress of
honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the
tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy
kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time
will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy
desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he
drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the
going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they
busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse
dccccxcix.Then he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king," answered they, "there
abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it hath reverted upon us,
and we plotted mischief against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves therein." So the king bade
hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then Azadbekht and his wife and
son abode in joyance and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled be the perfection of the
[Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye sleepers all,
and profit, whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled, clear..? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction
rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and longing; nought in answer can I say..Fifteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 190..67. The Khalif El Hakim and the
Merchant dcliii.Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in
making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying,
'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his
brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the
matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he
made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from
that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..? ? ? ? ? Then spare me, by Him who vouchsafed
thee the kingship; For a gift in this world is the regal estate..At this I trembled and replied, 'By the Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken a
loathing to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or otherwise, I am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath
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befallen me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have no jot of inclination left for this, and I have sworn never again to leave
Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O
Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that which hath betided thee and well may it behove thee never again
to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the
Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and courtesy.' And I answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I
dared not gainsay his commandment.94. The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is
with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the craft of women and their wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage thee
with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds and colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand of him who is
knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than it. Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he
is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he
goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help for it but that he must break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk
need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that return to their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou
knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all folk.".When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well
done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved
a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all
and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of
shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune
thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many
kings and had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her
mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent
treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other
than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and
questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head
and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he
was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the
Benou. i. 203..? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy nature's a trait..She passed the night in his lodging and
when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch
me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden
him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to
Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the
flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he
had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and
the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled about them.
Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and that El
Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work
of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other
instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and
tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.When her people
arose in the morning and saw her not, they sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me.
Now she had four brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the
dog began to bark and the other dogs answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the
howling of the dogs, came up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding,
an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode
pondering the affair..All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.? ? ? ? ? No slaves with
me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..76. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant
ccclxxxix.?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..?STORY OF THE UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER..As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad
with the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By
Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair,
and had not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases
and goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise
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for this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto
Him who sleepeth not!.It is told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of
shape. His name was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat
in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written
in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT,
FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my
head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".When King El Aziz heard
the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying,
and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our
assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel
thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he
enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to
God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to
their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still
unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his
Wasteful Son dcccxciii.The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said,
'And I also will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..? ? ? ? ? A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, Glorious in arch and
amorous grace, with coyness beautified;.Then he caused rear him among the nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of
the astrologers and indeed his life was troubled. So he betook himself to the top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many
dwelling-places and closets and filled it with all that was needful of victual and raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water from the
mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each month he used to go to the mountain and
stand at the mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss him and play
with him awhile, after which he would let him down again into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count the days till the seven years
should pass by..58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh,
daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing
and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and
doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou,
by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute
them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to
her feet and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..? ? ? ? ? And hope
thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my royal line..Now the uncle's son of the king of the
city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the better
of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to
summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered
him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city
by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.'
Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next
day..108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.When the king heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried
out at the top of his voice and casting himself upon him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have
died of regret for thee." Then he cut his bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of
joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very
birds stayed their flight in the air, for the greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the
palace] in magnificent procession, and the news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade
open the prison and bring forth all who were therein, and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing;
whilst terror and silence and confusion and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..He lay the rest of the night in one of
the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and
the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and there remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went
forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that
which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to
restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never
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again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of
her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh
confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and
nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his
sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.Hardly had we settled ourselves in the place when we heard a
noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed by thee?" "Nay,"
answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back, disappointed.
Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered, without mantle or
veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the Most High and
renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH
(163).19. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn cclxxxvi.Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's
way, invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat down and ate and drank and abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the
other, 'I hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou desirest to sell.' And he answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind to sell
her!' Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she cost thee a thousand dinars, and I will give thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to thee [at
that price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the contract of sale, and the young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money,
saying, 'Let her be with thee till I complete to thee the rest of the price and take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond
for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her master, on deposit..Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by
anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I
chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my
house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this
not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was
contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself,
lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the
example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What
is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the
king's continuance!" answered the youth..32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow
willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth bear..62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl
dcli.Now she was righteous in all her dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he
misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I
will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and
thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that
she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had
witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then
they dug her a pit without the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left her.."And indeed," continued Adi,
"this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?"
"Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken
him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.Then she took the
lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his
understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and sang the following verses:.When the king heard this, he said, "I will not
isolate myself from the folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his dwelling..A certain singing-woman was fair of favour and high in
repute, and it befell one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered
in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she answered, "God open [on thee the gate of
subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire of her going forth. (134) So she took with
her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger brought her into a long passage, at the end
whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready for an] entertainment with candles and
wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender
of shape and charming all with her seductive air..? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my
heart and thought with you remain..Then he wept again and El Abbas said to him, "Fear not for me, for thou knowest my prowess and my
puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of the land and my good breeding (63) and skill in rhetoric; and indeed he whose father thou art
and whom thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast united praiseworthy qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed the East and the West,
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thou needest not fear for him, more by token that I purpose but to seek diversion (64) and return to thee, if it be the will of God the Most High."
Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and [what] of good?" "O father mine," replied El Abbas, "I have no need of horses or
camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will have none go forth with me save my servant Aamir and no more.".Now the king had a brother,
who envied him and would fain have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto
him, he took counsel with certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no
kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew
long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of
yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel
and committeth to him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I
have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said,
'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon
quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang
three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the
season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and
kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh
and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there
came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now
she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..And when she had made an end of
her song, she wept sore..Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my
sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and
wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied
that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to
me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And
he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath
opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished
me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that
Bihzad, son of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was
imprisoned]. When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting
bring him before himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An
thou fear reproach, thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we
also, like unto thee, we had repented.'.There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding,
just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the
king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by
reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and
reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a
trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's
middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so
the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when
he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to
the mouth of the pit and went away..Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..The Cadi was perplexed and knew that
constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If
thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then his rage got the better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce
her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather flame (271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself
awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop
and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the
blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and
joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt
el Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to
win thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young
Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three
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days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my
lodging and make excuse to him for me.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dccccv.The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse,
came out, with the rest of those who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and
the goodliness of his army and that which he had brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and
recited the following verses:.Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire
For aid, ye war on me and still on slaying me are bent!.By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..At this
Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy
due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek;
whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and
that her commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.'
Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned
with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her
her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the
sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,'
answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following verses:.When he heard her words, the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and
he imagined that he was indeed a Turk. So he went out from her and putting his hand to his sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one who
read it to him. When he heard that which was written in the scroll, his mind was confirmed in the false supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe
my wife seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to my fellows the fullers; and if they know me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So
he betook himself to the fullers and when they espied him afar off, they thought that he was one of the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with
them without payment and give them nothing..?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..The old man took the casting-bottle
from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other
that which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he
had endured from the folk who would have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk
and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it,
whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.When her husband
heard this, he said to her, 'What is thy name and what are the names of thy father and mother?' She told him their names and her own, whereby he
knew that it was she whose belly he had slit and said to her, 'And where are thy father and mother?' 'They are both dead,' answered she, and he said,
'I am that journeyman who slit thy belly.' Quoth she, 'Why didst thou that?' And he replied, 'Because of a saying I heard from the wise woman.'
'What was it?' asked his wife, and he said, 'She avouched that thou wouldst play the harlot with a hundied men and that I should after take thee to
wife.' Quoth she, 'Ay, I have whored it with a hundred men, no more and no less, and behold, thou hast married me.' 'Moreover,' continued her
husband, 'the wise woman foresaid, also, that thou shouldst die, at the last of thy life, of the bite of a spider. Indeed, her saying hath been verified of
the harlotry and the marriage, and I fear lest her word come true no less in the matter of thy death.'.? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in mine arms and
straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in affluence and content..It is said that En Numan (169) had two
boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them
alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a
monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood
he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..Then the
Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the palace and made him of
the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over them all. Now they were
ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34)
and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn
became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's
treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..KING SHAH BEKHT AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).When Belekhsha had made an end of
her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and
sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes
were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang
the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.? ? ? ? ? Though little, with beauty myself I've adorned; So the flowers are my
subjects and I am their queen..Now they had complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you, pelt them
with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself], 'Verily, I am
a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for
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Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and
the king.".When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What
while the branches bend, what while the stars abide..Therewithal Noureddin's life was troubled; so he arose and donned his clothes, and his host
said, "Whither away this night, O my lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my lodging, and to-morrow I will betake myself to the palace of
the Commander of the Faithful and demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning," said the other, "and go not forth at the like of this hour." But
he answered, "Needs must I go;" and the host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of God." So Noureddin went forth, and drunkenness had got the
mastery of him, wherefore he threw himself down on [a bench before one of] the shops. Now the watch were at that hour making their round and
they smelt the sweet scent [of essences] and wine that exhaled from him; so they made for it and found the youth lying on the bench, without sense
or motion. They poured water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried him to the house of the Chief of the Police and he questioned him
of his affair. "O my lord," answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in this town and have been with one of my friends. So I came forth from his house
and drunkenness overcame me.".Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and
jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty
and grace. Presently they brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon
her and the wits of all present, men and women, were confounded, for that she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.Officer's Story, The
Fourteenth, ii. 183.
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