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So, when he arose in the morning, he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him that which the old woman had taught him; whereat the vizier
marvelled and said to him, 'What sayst thou of a man, who seeth in his house four holes, and in each a viper offering to come out and kill him, and
in his house are four staves and each hole may not be stopped but with the ends of two staves? How shall he stop all the holes and deliver himself
from the vipers?' When the merchant heard this, there betided him [of concern] what made him forget the first and he said to the vizier, 'Grant me
time, so I may consider the answer.' 'Go out,' replied the vizier, 'and bring me the answer, or I will seize thy good.'.Some days after this, as I stood
at the door of my house, there came up to me a young man, with a chain about his neck and with him a trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord,
charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me a long while and said, "That which thou shouldst give me would not
come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold and the silver that was about thee."
"How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the thieves would have stripped thee, I was with them and said to
them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my master who reared me.' So was I the cause of thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from them." When I
heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way.
And this is my story.'.The Fourth Day..Then said she to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the woman whom thy father delivered from harm and
stress and whom there betided from thee of false accusation and frowardness that which thou hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he
was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst, avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been
stoned on thine account, and that I was of accord with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's house and had opened the doors to thee.' And
she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the
[thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he was made whole;
whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had been afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) might show
forth her innocence before witnesses..? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green And a garment of honour of ultramarine..Unto its pristine
lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..Selim abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after
which he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a
year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his
deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor,"
added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and envied
vizier.".Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare, iii. 134..THE
MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).? ? ? ? ? b. The Second
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor ccliii.99. The History of Gherib and his brother Agib dcxcviii.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police
dciv.102. The Apples of Paradise ccccxii.94. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes dclxxxiii.83. The
Woman's Trick against her Husband cccxciii.AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had
drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police
and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered to him that which was
in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house,
summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him a
bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye
have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made
answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of
police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It
is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..When El Melik ez Zahir heard Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose
another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in bygone days..Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..? ?
? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I espied..? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us
therein the road of righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the
Envied xlvi.? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.The Sixth Day.INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..? ? ? ? ?
Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is
vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but
I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than
this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a
servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth
the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came
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in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him
none but myself. As he went along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to
the door of the house and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon,
without further parley, we forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four
estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair
welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".Now the four women who thus accosted
Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when
she came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and
Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,'
replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her,
'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh,
and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated
her with the utmost honour..When the Khalif returned from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key, opened the
door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her on his knee. Then food was
brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was ware
of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a
favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell
after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves
naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of the poet in the following
verses:.When El Abbas had made an end of his verses, his father said to him, "I seek refuge for thee with God, O my son! Hast thou any want unto
which thou availest not, so I may endeavour for thee therein and lavish my treasures in quest thereof?" "O father mine," answered El Abbas, "I
have, indeed, an urgent want, on account whereof I came forth of my native land and left my people and my home and exposed myself to perils and
stresses and became an exile from my country, and I trust in God that it may be accomplished by thine august endeavour." "And what is thy want?"
asked the king. Quoth El Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand me in marriage Mariyeh, daughter of the King of Baghdad, for that my heart is
distraught with love of her." And he recounted to his father his story from first to last..? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from the platter my
hand I raise, though my spirit should long for the fare;.72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.I did as she bade me and when I
returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know
that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down
[into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this
young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the
palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth came
up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done away my
maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the palace, he
would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee,
thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then I lay
with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six
days in every month..When King Shah Bekht heard this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? "How call'st
thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a lesson well might trace;.145. The Bedouin and his Wife dcxci.When the
day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned
him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.151. The Adventures of Quicksilver
Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those
who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and
that which he had brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following
verses:.?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.Then said El Aziz to the King of Baghdad, "I
would fain speak a word to thee; but do thou not exclude from us those who are present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is ours shall be
thine and that which is incumbent on thee shall be incumbent on us, (121) and we will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and opposites."
Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say what thou wilt, O King, for indeed thou excellest in speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest" So El Aziz
said to him," I desire that thou give thy daughter Mariyeh in marriage to my son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is gifted of beauty
and loveliness and brightness and perfection and how he beareth himself in the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the stead of smiting
and thrusting." "By Allah, O king," answered Ins ben Cais, "of my love for Mariyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be in her own hand;
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wherefore, whomsoever she chooseth of the folk, I will marry her to him.".Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house.
When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the
Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went
into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black
and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will
discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and
behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with
elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat
with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and
there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment
dccccix.When she had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet
more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have brought with
me.' So he looked and saw riches such as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious
stones and great pearls and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed
him that which Queen Es Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like whereof
neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and
the crown, that was on the head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put
off upon her, and the trays wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and
which the tongue availeth not to describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF
CASHGHAR. (157).? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.?
? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man
who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.When the morning morrowed, the first who presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el Hukm,
leaning on two of his black slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on God] for aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou depositedst
with me a woman [yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me the good of
the little orphans, (96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars, (97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee except in the
Sultan's presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the Cadi and seating
him by his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned them.
They fixed the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast
of accord with this woman, for she said she came from the Citadel.".?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled
full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to friend..The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment
and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following
story]..All this, O my brother,' continued the merchant, 'befell because the locust had no knowledge of the secret essence that lieth hid in apparent
bodies. As for thee, O my brother, (may God requite thee with good!) thou wast subtle in device and usedst precaution; but precaution sufficeth not
against fate, and fortune fore-ordained baffleth contrivance. How excellent is the saying of the poet! And he recited the following verses:.?STORY
OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..51. The Woman whose Hands
were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came
the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and
knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to
God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When
the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose
and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered
he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in
her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm,
for that which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and
clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to
any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against he should
return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he
abode awhile..The old man laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and
brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered
she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I
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sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and
betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out
a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the
Jew and going into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a
window adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the singing..Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made
a banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were
present blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.Therewithal Noureddin's life was troubled; so he arose and donned his
clothes, and his host said, "Whither away this night, O my lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my lodging, and to-morrow I will betake
myself to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful and demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning," said the other, "and go not forth at the
like of this hour." But he answered, "Needs must I go;" and the host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of God." So Noureddin went forth, and
drunkenness had got the mastery of him, wherefore he threw himself down on [a bench before one of] the shops. Now the watch were at that hour
making their round and they smelt the sweet scent [of essences] and wine that exhaled from him; so they made for it and found the youth lying on
the bench, without sense or motion. They poured water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried him to the house of the Chief of the
Police and he questioned him of his affair. "O my lord," answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in this town and have been with one of my friends.
So I came forth from his house and drunkenness overcame me.".There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a prison of
his, and he used to hear in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the king waxed
wroth and said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?' And
they answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and said to him, 'O fool,
little of wit, how shall thou be delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of his guards
and said to them, 'Take this fellow and crucify him without the city.'.29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By
Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that
my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the other I
betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with
the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and good cheer,
till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom I
had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I found no avail in
one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case.
Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and
chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain any, except one
night, after which I would never again salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I
will never again foregather with thee, after this night.".? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with
wings all open in full flight;.There was once aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand,
wherein were five thousand dinars; whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's
basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I
said to him, "Go, bury it in such a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour
and up came the Jew, with one of the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We
demanded of him three days' delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall
occupy him with himself." So he went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a
gold seal- ring on one of the fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket,
whereupon we straightway clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its
housings and trappings of gold set with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen
cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of
cloth of silk and flax mingled and a goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the
figure of a lion and before him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be
peace; and the contents of the letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace)
God hath vouchsafed the rank of the noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we
rejoiced therein and have sent thee the book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast
taken cognizance, its excellence will be established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send
thee divers other kingly presents; (219) so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I see
thee now incline, What time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.When the
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company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and
said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another
man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their
craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to you.".The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the
Month.Now the king was a very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled
and many were the sayings of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young
pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the
princess, without questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye
have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay
thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said,
'Bring me women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman.."O father mine," answered the prince, "I
have heard tell that in the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and her father is called King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is
renowned for beauty and grace and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have sought her in marriage of the kings; but her soul
consented not unto any one of them. Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my heart cleaveth unto her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go
to her." "O my son," answered his father, "thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of children and thou art the solace of mine eyes and the
fruit of mine entrails; nay, I cannot brook to be parted from thee an instant and I purpose to set thee on the throne of the kingship and marry thee to
one of the daughters of the kings, who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his father's word and dared not gainsay him; so he abode with
him awhile, whilst the fire raged in his entrails..When I entered the service of this Amir, (88) I had a great repute and every lewd fellow feared me
of all mankind, and whenas I rode through the city, all the folk would point at me with their fingers and eyes. It befell one day, as I sat in the house
of the prefecture, with my back against a wall, considering in myself, there fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So I
took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a hundred dirhems, (89) but I found not who threw it and I said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the
King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day, [as I sat on like wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled me, and behold, it was a purse like the first. So I
took it and concealing its affair, made as if I slept, albeit sleep was not with me.."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named
Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them.
One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his
time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this
saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the
truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King
Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I
have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..By Him whom I worship, indeed, I
swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz
and the, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.Your coming to-me-ward,
indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By
Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O
my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not
besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the
flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many modes, then
returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest
under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him
with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that
it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which I
deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not
an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..? ? ? ?
? So shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and woe..The first who sought her in marriage was King Nebhan of
Mosul, who came to her with a great company, bringing with him an hundred she-camels laden with musk and aloes-wood and ambergris and as
many laden with camphor and jewels and other hundred laden with silver money and yet other hundred laden with raiment of silken and other
stuffs and brocade, besides an hundred slave-girls and an hundred magnificent horses of swift and generous breeds, completely housed and
accoutred, as they were brides; and all this he laid before her father, demanding her of him in marriage. Now King Ins ben Cais had bound himself
by an oath that he would not marry his daughter but to him whom she should choose; so, when King Nebhan sought her in marriage, her father
went in to her and consulted her concerning his affair. She consented not and he repeated to Nebhan that which she said, whereupon he departed
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from him. After this came King Behram, lord of the White Island, with riches more than the first; but she accepted not of him and he returned,
disappointed; nor did the kings give over coming to her father, on her account, one after other, from the farthest of the lands and the climes, each
glorying in more (54) than those who forewent him; but she paid no heed unto any of one them..? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by your absence
is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..After that, there appeared a queen,
never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a
crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening
her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She
gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to
her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her.."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case
of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the
like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than that
which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso
doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered
the youth,.I fear to be seen in the air, ii. 255..? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in
my fear.? ? ? ? ? The world is upon me all desolate grown. Alack, my long grief and forlornness! Who knows.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings
dccccix.With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah,"
replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the
Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house,
accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to
me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with
the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said,
"What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat
appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which
when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.Then he caused rear him among the nurses and
matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of the astrologers and indeed his life was troubled. So he betook himself to the top of a high
mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many dwelling-places and closets and filled it with all that was needful of victual and raiment and
what not else and made in it conduits of water from the mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the
first of each month he used to go to the mountain and stand at the mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him
and strain him to his bosom and kiss him and play with him awhile, after which he would let him down again into the pit to his place and return;
and he used to count the days till the seven years should pass by..20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.Officer's Story, The Sixteenth, ii.
193..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.Presently, she heard a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a
body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the bigness of an elephant's head and bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as
they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I take refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two
Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her and said to her, 'Peace be upon thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and
her time! May God still continue thee on life, for all the lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be
peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not seen among the Jinn!' Quoth the head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours
and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to their presence, but we may not present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have
gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present myself before thee and I desire of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace
and question its haunters (219) concerning the plight of thy lord after thee and return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and
thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,' rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is
fifty years' journey. And the head said to her, 'Be of good heart and cheerful eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the
twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee an hundred songs, so thou wilt bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after
me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou favour me and sing me a song, so I may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire,
before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst (220) may be quenched.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.They gave
not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou in thy heart a wish thou
wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my heart save that I am not
gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the Khalif, "For God's sake, O my
brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my neighbours, for that in my
neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me with talk and molest me in
words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me sore, and I crave of God the
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Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the mosque, and parade them about
the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in talk] and spiteth the folk and
troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself
into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley,
wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and
dazed all that day; after which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the
dominions of the king his father. So he entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he
related to them his history and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they
loved him exceedingly..Were not the darkness still in gender masculine, iii. 193..Then said she to him, "O my son, was there any one with thee
yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted him with my case and told him my story.
Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in
tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque
and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the city, making proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the
reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on them their lives!' and banished them from
Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of
ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat
the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I,
O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a dotard.".The Ninth Night of the
Month..Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and entreated me with kindness, bidding me be seated and
admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called down blessings upon him and he took pleasure in my discourse and showed
me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said, 'And what countryman art
thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told him my story and he marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By
Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it behoveth that it be written in characters of gold.'.120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.Now
this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'.? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right
profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my
wishes I attain),.Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had
passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again
burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary
story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and
nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in
wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from
that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up
their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that
his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the
hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say
of the vizier is leasing and his innocence will appear, even as that of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him
go to his house..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies'
despite, no envious neighbour's hate..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.Think not that I forget our trothplight after you. Nay; God to
me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202).Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and there was there a forest of trees, wherein,
if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof from the last. So the boys entered
therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the Most High, whilst their father
sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children. As for these latter, when they entered
the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had entered, till they came forth, at another
side, upon the open country..When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating himself
before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should it be
with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred?
Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our
zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".So the chamberlain went
about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and
complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he
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said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of
land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter
the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What
is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that
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