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On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and
said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old
man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such
as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".When twenty days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the
chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So they did this and it was found a charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after
this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that they were become fowls. Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them;
and after twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note
against each man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and after two months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him
from each man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them.
So he got him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which
the regal estate required of the king and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt
justly by his subjects and returned to them all that he took from them and lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are
better than wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the
man whose caution slew him.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Get thee to patience fair, if thou remember thee of that Whose issues
(quoth the Merciful) are ever benedight. (89).The Sixth Night of the Month.10. The Birds and Beasts and the Son of Adam cxlvi.? ? ? ? ?
Repression's draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me plied..Then she cast the lute from her
hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long while, the Commander of the Faithful
sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that
blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story i.? ? ? ? ?
c. The Fuller and his Son dlxxix.? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not to be endured of
mountain nor of plain..? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.? ? ? ? ?
To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.O amir of justice, be kind
to thy subjects, iii. 24..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox and the Ass.Trust in God, Of, 114..When the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the
king said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the high services for
which we are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short
of thy due in the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks
for his bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and
the manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".The
Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? How many a lover, who aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that
whereon he's bent!.When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he
bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128)
warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's
victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with
me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying
one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in
myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of
the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And
I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was
that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water
have issue in some place.'.Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he
heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were occupied with
contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone
and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them are words and contention.'
So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money
they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the
four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth
and he is an excellent judge.' And the king said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him,
'Why dost thou not go about thy business?' And he answered, 'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the
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other replied, 'I would have thee question me of the quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth
the king, 'We have no occasion to question thee of [this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,'
rejoined the king, and the old man said, 'Verily, the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied,
'Know, O king, that I have examined into degrees and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black,
Like the sun or the shining moon midst the starry train!.Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..So I arose and gathering wood and planks from the wrecks,
wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this water into the
inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to a place where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall [but] perish,
even as my companions have perished.' Then I collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a
great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of
victual]. Then I launched it on the river and seating myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the
stream..Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and
problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them
also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king
to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's
contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he
upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story
ii.58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..44. Haroun er
Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pain, What while my body
for desire in mortal peril went!.? ? ? ? ? Whose streams beneath the myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from
every blossomed spray..? ? ? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan strove to win my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did commend of musk and
camphor white,.When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to
him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that I am far from thee;
In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be..When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited
her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el
Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look
on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been
present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is
at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a
shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I
counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy
house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the
Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me
therewith.'".Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he
would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it
morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if
he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he
dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.So
he was concerned with an exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee
chagrined?" And he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose occasion is urgent and those
who are compelled thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself with that which God hath
given thee and be bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for
indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of peace.".Wife, The Fuller
and his, i. 261..God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..25. The City of Brass cccclxxxvii.?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother cli.? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten
my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man,
who looked long upon him and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes," answered
the stranger; so he gave him tools and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the
bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover,
[amiddleward the chamber] he drew a picture to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of
Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end of the portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and
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doors of the bath and the adornment and ordinance thereof..48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.? ? ? ? ? p. The Man who
saw the Night of Power dccccxciii.But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen, i. 50..Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The Khalif, i.
45..My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95..? ? ? ? ? So fell and fierce my stroke is, if on a mountain high It lit, though all of granite, right
through its midst 'twould shear..When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So
they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king
of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee,
of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any
of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who
submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women
and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women
who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities
and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto
them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).The Nineteenth Night of the Month..They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle
of the night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst
fain do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment
and prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn
said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill,
whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander
of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four
hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the
least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".Now, as
destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas they had stolen aught, to resort to that place and divide [their booty], came
thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and had with them wealth galore, which they were carrying. When they drew near
the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain said, 'This is a Magian whom the angels (43) are tormenting.' So they entered
[the burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he feared lest they should be the officers of the watch come upon him, wherefore
he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44) The thieves came up to the place and finding Er Razi bound by the feet and by him near
seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding wonderment and said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an infidel, a man of many crimes; for,
behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life, he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb] and the angels were
tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory offering to God the Most High.'
And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the verses that I made it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer
by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dcxxx.When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him
the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august king, that.The Fifth Night of the Month.Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects
of, i. 98.The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is
an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us
of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.'
Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast
exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When
the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this,
feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to
thee.'.Therewithal the king bade all his officers go round about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers
whom they found there. So they went forth and brought him much people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait. When they
came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier make proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever
he desired. So the poor man came forward and kissing the earth before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder
portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of
Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go
to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee
a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a
foreordained (61) decree." (62).? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..Meanwhile,
Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the
Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid
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and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those
whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and
her company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave
[us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking;
whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou
let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh
wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the following verses:.So she donned a devotee's
habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a
man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young
man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike
thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did
her occasion and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her,
'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up
no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her
tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and
question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in
weal.'.? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot and the Sharper dccccv.Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with honour.
Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king who
pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to
Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost kindness and
sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than
clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil
dclxxxiii.Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the
lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she
cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach
unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an
answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter?
Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on
such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and
wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE
GIRL..?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance
and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the
fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed,
"Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my
lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service
and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced
and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the
youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as
saith of it the poet in the following verses:.There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of
understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly
stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all
his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's
Story xiv.So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time,
he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the
hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let
it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode
knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame,
seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I
fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..When it was the Nine hundred and thirtieth Night, Shehrzad said, "O king,
there is present in my thought a story which treateth of women's craft and wherein is a warning to whoso will be warned and an admonishment to
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whoso will be admonished and whoso hath discernment; but I fear lest the hearing of this lessen me with the king and lower my rank in his esteem;
yet I hope that this will not be, for that it is a rare story. Women are indeed corruptresses; their craft and their cunning may not be set out nor their
wiles known. Men enjoy their company and are not careful to uphold them [in the right way], neither do they watch over them with all vigilance,
but enjoy their company and take that which is agreeable and pay no heed to that which is other than this. Indeed, they are like unto the crooked rib,
which if thou go about to straighten, thou distortest it, and which if thou persist in seeking to redress, thou breakest it; wherefore it behoveth the
man of understanding to be silent concerning them.".8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.His love on him took pity and wept for his
dismay, ii. 210..118. The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hikim bi Amrillak M.57. Abou Nuwas with the Three
Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.Then said she to him, "O my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself
and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted him with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my
mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that
there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after
which they paraded them about the city, making proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso
lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on them their lives!' and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred
dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I
am not the Commander of the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make
proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the
Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a dotard.".62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl dcli."He shall not
come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "Heman ben Ghalib el Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith,
glorying in adultery ..." [And he repeated the following verses:].? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dccccxciii.A certain assessor
was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked
at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of
police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall
I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the
Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth
they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got
wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of
his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and
appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent
with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return
to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".The Fourth Night of the Month..Now there was a
ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, till
his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if he
had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but he
made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of
understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this
more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".How many, in Yemameh,
dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..The Eighteenth Night of the Month..Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El
Abbas and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of
him to admit her. When she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when
he saw her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and
he bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon
"We are God's and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there
but the hand of God is over it And no oppressor but shall be with worse than he opprest..? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may
prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..88. The Mad Lover dclxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn
there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61..I am filled full of longing
pain and memory and dole, iii. 15..Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she
repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!' Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary and worth in mine
eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly,
she went away with Mesrour and the Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she
these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O
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Commander of the Faithful, the world, all of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him,
'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress of honour of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that
which the Khalif ordered him..Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.Now the magistrate knew of the theft
of the pearls; so he bade clap the merchant in prison. Accordingly they imprisoned him and flogged him, and he abode in the prison a whole year,
till, by the ordinance of God the Most High, the Master of Police arrested one of the divers aforesaid and imprisoned him in the prison where the
merchant lay. He saw the latter and knowing him, questioned him of his case; whereupon he told them his story and that which had befallen him,
and the diver marvelled at the sorriness of his luck. So, when he came forth of the prison, he acquainted the Sultan with the merchant's case and
told him that it was he who had given him the pearls. The Sultan bade bring him forth of the prison and questioned him of his story, whereupon he
told him all that had befallen him and the Sultan pitied him and assigned him a lodging in his own palace, together with an allowance for his
living..? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..Then he wrote a letter to
King Azadbekht, saying to him, "I am a servant of thy servants and a slave of thy slaves and my daughter is a handmaid at thy service, and may
God the Most High prolong thy days and appoint thy times [to be] in delight and contentment! Indeed, I still went girded of the waist in thy service
and in caring for the preservation of thy dominion and warding off thine enemies from thee; but now I abound yet more than before in zeal and
watchfulness, for that I have taken this to charge upon myself, since my daughter is become thy wife." And he despatched a messenger to the king
with the letter and a present..The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell
us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And
Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets
shall to bless them combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be
likened to mine?.23. Er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.106. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.? ? ? ? ?
Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and
despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..Then said the king, "Hast thou a need
we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding beholden to thee for that which thou didst in the matter of Hudheifeh and his folk."
And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars and said
to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves! of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will give thee slaves and
servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then he put his hand to his poke
and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies, whose value none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O king, God cause
thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two caskets, even as I have
accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets and El Abbas took his leave and went away to the bazaar..NOTE..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O
thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..?Story of the Prisoner and
How God Gave Him Relief..? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me?.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the
lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking, said, "O elder, hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady,"
answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a thing I have left. Go down to the market and fetch us what we
may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am overcome with wine; but with me is the servant of the mosque, who is
a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she; and he
replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and
when she came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus and for those who are therein! Call him, O elder, that he may do our
occasions.".? ? ? ? ? His justice and his truth all creatures do embrace; The erring he corrects and those of wandering mind..Lover, The Favourite
and her, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..? ? ? ? ?
aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii. 219..Jesus, The
Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..The old woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part
thereof herself and with the rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away
the gown she had taken from off him and arising forthright, washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of
perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the most
solaceful of life till the morrow..King and his Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii. 53..(continued)..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (163).120. The
Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the
Almighty's will; we most submit..? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.Then said the Sheikh Iblis,
'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God
shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is well seen of thee,' answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen
Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep; so he aroused her and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my
lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun hath carried her off and outraged thine honour and that of the
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Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great cry. And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah,
indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill is that to which his soul hath prompted him.' Then she
arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and alighted with her in the palace of her sister Sherareh,
whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath snatched up
Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'
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