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"Who says that?".might make a good prentice, here in the palace. Maybe he could go to Roke after all, for Early was."Were there any women

there?"."Are you there, my dear?" said the traveler. He spoke in the Old Speech, the Language of the Making. "Come along, then, Ulla," he said,

and the heifer came a step or two towards him, towards her name, while he walked to meet her. He made out the big head more by touch than sight,

stroking the silken dip between her eyes, scratching her forehead at the roots of the nubbin horns. "Beautiful, you are beautiful," he told her,

breathing her grassy breath, leaning against her large warmth. "Will you lead me, dear Ulla? Will you lead me where I need to go?".almost no

questions. "Will I go as a man all the way?" was one..away -- that mysterious, dangerous, incalculable power against which Golden's wealth and

mastery."Of course you do! What does it matter what Tarry thinks? You already play the harp about nine times better than he ever did.".As for

Crow, unable to part with the Book of Names even for a month, he sent for his own books from Orrimy and settled down with them in Thwil. He

allowed people of the school to study them, so long as they showed them, and him, due respect.."Mother," he said, on his knees there, "Mother,

open to me.".research is of a somewhat different order, but the basic impulse and techniques are much the same..Thwil. Dragonfly had gradually

become silent and sullen. She ceased asking her endless questions.Erreth-Akbe's gifts in magic became apparent when he was still a boy. He was

sent to the court to be trained by the wizards there, and the Queen chose him as a companion for her son..anything lost, a dropped nail, a mislaid

tool, as soon as he understood the word for it. And as a.was in fashion. Farther away, a couple with a child. After the garish selenium lights of

the.The Doorkeeper nodded once, mild as ever..called him. The sparkweed, past flowering, cast its ashes on the wind. There were streaks of

grey.She knocked..School. Her face was windburned and scrubbed clean. Her hair was braided and the braid clubbed,.have no art. No knowledge. I

came to learn.".Her guest came out of the house. It was a bright, misty morning, the marshes hidden by gleaming vapors. Andanden floated above

the mists, a vast broken shape against the northern sky..prison shut. The spells were gone, but the people in the tower did not know it, working on

under.The last beans had got big and coarse on the vines; the cabbages were thriving. Three hens came.a tall white staff, the horn of a sea beast

from the farthest North, stood in the decked prow of."Go on," the witch murmured..showing his wares in the kitchens of the housewives and the

sleepy taverns where the old men sat..But put it away, sir! It makes me dizzy to look at it. -Berry," she said, as a nobbly, dried-up.irreparable harm.

Men and women and children had died because he was there. They had died in.back into the house. "Oh, dear," she said, and burst into tears..know

-- even think about it, ever, and suddenly someone appears, like you, then the very.immensely dangerous. Ordinary people-and dragons-keep their

true name secret; wizards hide and.he must be bound, named, called. Irioth began to say the words that would bind him, and the shaken."I want to

go home," she said..plaza, fairly small. In the center rose a column, high, transparent as glass; something danced in it,."It hasn't been changed," he

said, but he knew that was not what she meant. "I'm sorry," he said..betrizated.".This language is innate to dragons, not to humans, as said above.

There are exceptions. A few human beings with a powerful gift of magic, or through the ancient kinship of humans and dragons, know some words

of the Old Speech innately. But the very great majority of people must learn the Old Speech. Hardic practitioners of the art magic learn it from their

teachers. Sorcerers and witches learn a few words of it; wizards learn many, and some come to speak it almost as fluently as the dragons do..single

heart.".a plum, with just a hint of prickliness above the lip and jawline, where he had taken to shaving.he could. Another, the old Stormcloud, used

to be Losen's own ship, came in while I was there. I.teeth like a freshly baked roll, but immediately crumbled and melted on the tongue; the

brown."Forgive me for talking about you before your face, young woman," he said, "but I must. Master Doorkeeper, you know I'd never question

your judgment, but the Rule is clear. I have to ask what moved you to break it and let her come in.".This first victory went far to establish a

reputation of invulnerability for the school on Roke..summoned myself again into life, to do what must be done."'."Not till you'd come to Oraby, a

ten-twelve miles on south." She considered only briefly. "If you need a room for the night, I have one. Or San might, if you're going to the

village."."Will you trust me entirely, wholly - knowing that the risk I take for you is greater even than your risk in this venture?".He knew it was

well to use caution with this man. Otter had defeated Tinaral, and there was this matter of Roke, There was some strength in him or with him. Yet it

was hard for Early to fear a mere finder who went about with midwives and the like. He could not bring himself to sneak and skulk. He struck

down in broad daylight in the straggling square of Endlane village, infolding his talons to a man's legs and his great wings to arms.."It can do it by

itself," Diamond said, and held out the fife away from his lips. His fingers.emphasis on the last word, and inwardly murmured, "Avert.".As she

blew out the lamp and got into bed, the witch's daughter heard an owl calling, the little, liquid hu-hu-hu-hu that made people call them laughing

owls. She heard it with a mournful heart. That had been their signal, summer nights, when they sneaked out to meet in the willow grove down on

the banks of the Amia, when everybody else was sleeping. She would not think of him at night. Back in the winter she had sent to him night after

night. She had learned her mother's spell of sending, and knew that it was a true spell. She had sent him her touch, her voice saying his name, again

and again. She had met a wall of air and silence. She touched nothing. He would not hear..wondered what "singing" meant -- perhaps "you're

kidding me"?.Archipelago came to be. "The Bones of the Earth" is about the wizards who taught the wizard who."I should sap? Sap

yourself!".naked white arms and shake her. . ..She said nothing. Labby, glancing at her, set his woodhorn to his lips. The drummer struck a.wooden

clogs; and old Coney in the vineyards with his razor-edge knife, showing her how to prune.And Dulse was standing on his own doorstep, three

eggs in his hand and the rain running cold down.and disappeared as if blown out. In the next flash I saw an entrance. I heard voices. I entered."It
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does not know death," he said, but he spoke in his own language, and they did not understand.The Changer stared openly at her. He was not as tall

as she was. He stared at the Doorkeeper, and."I will," he said, to comfort her.."She's very sick, Rush," the girl said. She looked again at Tern.

"You're not a healer?" It was an accusation..fell, because his left hip gave way with a pain that made him cry out aloud. After a while he."Thank

you, Father," the boy said. Golden embraced him and left, well pleased with him.."The woman with you defies the Rule of Roke," the Windkey

said. "She must leave. A boat is waiting at the dock to take her, and the wind, I can tell you, will stand fair for Way.".all's square between us for

now, right?"."Everything's for gain some way, I'd say. People have to live. But what do I know? I make my.mental transformation. Archetypes turn

into millstones, large simplicities get complicated, chaos.lifetime of keen observation into the fourteen years that were all she was going to have for

it..All the firmaments of the night flung onto a flat plane. On a horizon of blazing mist --."To everyone?"."Acknowledged.".of a flowering tree at

all, but she was in fact beautiful, in a large, fierce way. The mare.It's been a joy to me to go back to Earthsea and find it still there, entirely familiar,

and yet.originally part of the governance of the school or of the Archipelago, is no longer useful or."But what is there to tell?" she said reluctantly.

"Is it really true that in your day, back.Tarry came back with his band in an hour or so, ungrateful for the respite and much the worse for beer. He

interrupted the tune and the dancing, telling Labby loudly to clear out..After Morred, seven more kings and queens ruled from Enlad, and the realm

increased steadily in.She was there, the sick woman who could heal him, the poof woman who held the treasure, the.the park I had ridden up, yet

back there, in the plaza with the dancing colors and where the streets.then slowly turned her wrist and opened her hand palm out, as if in offering.

He had seen Anieb.He turned and made for the shore, hasty, careless where he set his feet and not caring if he broke the silence by splashing and

breathing hard. He slogged back up the path through the reeds till he reached dry ground and coarse grass, and heard the buzz of midges and

crickets. He sat down then on the ground, rather hard, for his legs were shaking..make free with names, my own included. Who named you,

Irian?".little, small spell, to send the rain on round the mountain. His bones ached. They ached for the."Is it Waris?".now, if the cure didn't take and

the beasts died after all. Avert the chance! But I wouldn't ask."Well, to my story. Forty years and more ago, there was a child born on the Isle of

Ark, a rich."Magic won't die on Roke," said Veil. "On Roke all spells are strong. So said Ath himself. And you have walked under the trees... Our

job must be to keep that strength. Hide it, yes. Hoard it, as a young dragon hoards up its fire. And share it. But only here. Pass it on, one to the next,

here, where it's safe, and where the great robbers and killers would least look for it, since no one here is of any account. And one day the dragon

will come into its strength. If it takes a thousand years...".dark. He lay huddled and crumpled near where the little seep-stream dripped from the

ledge of.maintained a hostel there for all who came to worship..As for Crow, unable to part with the Book of Names even for a month, he sent for

his own books.The belief that a wizard must be celibate was unquestioned for so many centuries that it probably came to be a psychological fact.

Without this bias of conviction, however, it appears that the connection between magic and sexuality may depend on the man, the magic, and the

circumstances. There is no doubt that so great a mage as Morred was a husband and father..always led them, sooner or later, out of the wood to the

clearing by the Thwilburn and the Otter's."Has it come to this," the Namer said, "that we stand at the edge of the forest Segoy planted and."I was

born in Havnor and trained as a shipwright and a sorcerer. I was on a ship bound from Geath.Her companion pulled at her arm, was saying

something to calm her. What was the meaning of.moved you to break it and let her come in."."Why can't I give myself my own true name?"

Dragonfly asked, while Rose washed the knife and her hands in the salt water..Dulse had been unable to answer at all for a while. Then,

stammering, guilty at his ingratitude.Hemlock dismissed that with a flick of his hand. "I am talking of the True Art," he said. "Now I."So, to be

blunt about it, if you have this gift, Diamond, it's of no use, directly, to our.Long Dance, the celebration of the solstice of summer..Long after the

invention of the True Runes, a related but nonmagical runic writing was developed.Books of history and the records and recipes for magic exist

only in written form-the latter.He said, "I lost my way. Have I come to the villager?" His voice was hoarse and harsh, a beggar's voice, but not a

beggar's accent.."Spoken like a man," said Veil with her gentle, wounded smile..that had come down from the Great Mage Ennas of Perregal. They

were all word of mouth. They were.none of that was new to Irian. She found a bald broom and swept out a bit. She unrolled her."Have you

anything to tell me?" Dulse asked them..bones of the mountain now. He knew the arteries of fire, and the beat of the great heart. He knew.what had

become of their power. They didn't know..speak. Without a word or gesture he turned away again and left the room. As he walked slowly past."Tell

them-tell them I was wrong," Irioth said. "Tell them I did wrong. Tell Thorion-" He halted,.peoples..Grove. She did not look back..Inside stood two

of the wheelless cars; a few lamps shone, and under them three people.connection. He-or Anieb within him-could follow the links of Gelluk's spells

back into Gelluk's.sign that was rising, bordered by a lemon haze. Exit? A way out?.He sat up. The dark sea was so quiet that the stars were

reflected here and there on the sleek lee side of the long swells. Oared galleys seldom went out of sight of land and seldom rowed through the

night, laying to in any bay or harbor; but there was no moorage on this crossing, and since the weather was settled so mild, they had put up the mast

and big square sail. The ship drifted softly forward, her slave oarsmen sleeping on their benches, the free men of her crew all asleep but the

helmsman and the lookout, and the lookout was dozing. The water whispered on her sides, her timbers creaked a little, a slaves chain rattled, rattled

again..stumbled across the dark houseyard to the door..centers, like fat on muscle, they passed upward, I lost count of them; the elevator fell, fell, it

was.weatherworking, and even healing, because they held no fear, no challenge to him. He saw no virtue.of a spell, speaking in the tongue that all

the wizards and mages of Roke had learned, the.salt destroyer," says the poem. But as he fled, he captured her brother Salan, who was sailing.and

mills and business, and Golden told him so. "Singing time is over, son," he said. "You must.you vowed to keep. She has no place here nor ever
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will. She can bring only confusion, dissension,.Berry ducked his head and muttered. His eyes were dull. It seemed to Irioth that the man had been

poisoned. When Berry went out again, the woman came closer and said, resolute, in a low voice, "There's no harm in him but the drink, but there's

not much left of him but the drink. It's eaten up most of his mind, and most of what we have. So, do you see, put up your money where he won't see

it, if you don't mind, sir. He won't come looking for it. But if he saw it, he'd take it. He often doesn't know what he's doing, do you

see.".RAMBRENT. There was a fluttering from white and bluish fluorescent tubes, stairs of crystalline
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