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THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).As the eunuch
was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised a corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the
king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul
inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he was ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I
am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous
to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her
in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her
father if thou take her without his knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no
dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart
rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I
know that her father's breast will be straitened by this affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my
boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and
carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his house, married her..God, Of Trust in, i. 114..? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds have broken their
promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his
privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august
king, that.Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with
falling fire 'twas clad anew;.? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper and the Merchants dccccxv.Then said she to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the woman
whom thy father delivered from harm and stress and whom there betided from thee of false accusation and frowardness that which thou hast
named.' And she craved pardon for him and he was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst,
avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been stoned on thine account, and that I was of accord with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's
house and had opened the doors to thee.' And she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of
the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the [thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for
him and he was made whole; whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had been afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and
exalted be He!) might show forth her innocence before witnesses..When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their
enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and
treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they
fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said
to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to
the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my
lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".Credulous
Husband, The, i. 270..I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver
aye; For parting's shafts have smitten me and done my strength away..? ? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with me!.The
queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray
wherein were ten thousand dinars..Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my
slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved her with an
exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay me, tempting
him by promising him that she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, I awoke [from
my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and
she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by her talk.'.? ?
? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dcccclxxxvi.Most like a wand of emerald my
shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the
closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..Man whose Caution was the Cause of his
Death, The, i. 291..As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off
from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she
had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good
counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to
get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and
were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit
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thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly;
but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How
shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of
him.'.? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..?SINDBAD THE
SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her
moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I
slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst
thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied,
"I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful
[Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and
go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the
kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than
thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky
insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God
curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..As for Belehwan, when he fled and
fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and
used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came
to five years of age, the king mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might
take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..Then came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I
have to tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows.."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant
wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I
will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of
one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the
merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the
king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and
come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold
dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.?
? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired; Absent or present, all in loving me consent..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread
our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El
Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].My fruit is
a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..21. Kemerezzeman and Budour clxx.King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..168. Abdallah
ben Fasil and his Brothers dcccclixviii.Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came to him, we ate and drank and
talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath there
befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to come home with me].
Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the appointed day,
her messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a great door. He
opened the door and I entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding fear and
foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open not to me, I
will kill thee; for I am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am affrighted at
the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy
or public," answered I, "open to me.".When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it
to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.Then
she went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought his leave to go with the old woman and he granted her leave. So the beldam took her
and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house and chambers adorned
[with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her, to kiss her; whereupon
she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof from her and left her; but the
thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in affright, wherefore he swore
by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she only redoubled in
aversion to him..On this wise he abode a space of days, after which he made himself at home in the land and took to himself comrades and got him
friends galore, with whom he addressed himself to diversion and good cheer. Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were
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solaced [by his company] and he entertained them with stories and civilities (161) and diverted them with pleasant verses and told them abundance
of histories and anecdotes. Presently, the report of him reached King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for his
company]. So he went in quest of him and Abdallah repaired to his court and going in to him, kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him
and entreated him with kindness and bade commit him to the guest-house, where he abode three days, at the end of which time the king sent [to
him] a chamberlain of his chamberlains and let bring him to his presence. When he came before him, he greeted him [with the usual compliment],
and the interpreter accosted him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion and an eloquent
story-teller, and he would have thee company with him by night and entertain him with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant stories
and verses." And he made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..87. The Lovers of the
Benou Tai dclxxiii.?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.They abode thus awhile and
presently she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup and gave him to drink and plied him with
liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with his head in her hand, what while I stood
silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she said,
"Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead
man's body in pieces, which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".? ? ? ? ? Ay, ne'er will I leave to drink of wine,
what while the night on me Darkens, till drowsiness bow down my head upon my bowl..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother
xxxii.? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits
pomegranates (136) that doth bear..Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came to
dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh
cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But
they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the
first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight..When
it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so
they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables
of the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the
king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but
this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his
continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'"
And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dlxxxii.? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that
blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is
the moon that with the dark I shroud.".Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of
the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered
and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay
me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise
himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..Governor, Story
of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and our love, And true to your oath and your
troth-plight were you;.His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off
his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.Then they displayed Dinarzad in a second and a third and a fourth dress and she came
forward, as she were the rising sun, and swayed coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was even as saith the poet of her in the following
verses:.Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my
brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do
thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom
there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.So
saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to him that
which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter
entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the
king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave or commandment." "O Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this
man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of
repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".The Fifth Night of the Month.77 The Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.? ? ? ? ? Who art thou,
wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is forspent..God keep the days of
love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement and
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disdain were pleasing in my sight..?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..76. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant
ccclxxxix.When I came forth, I swooned away: so I sat down till my trouble subsided; then I made for my comrades and said to them, "I have
found the booty and the thief, and I affrighted him not neither troubled him, lest he should flee; but now, come, let us go to him, so we may make
shift to lay hold upon him." Then I took them and repaired to the keeper of the garden, who had tortured me with beating, meaning to make him
taste the like of that which he had done with me and lie against him and cause him eat stick. So we rushed into the water-wheel and seizing the
keeper, pinioned him..After this, news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them and ceased not to follow after them, till
he seized on them all, and behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade
bring them before him, and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth
they, 'They are with us and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore that we have gotten
together and divest ourselves of all that we possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech,
but took all their good and bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the
troops murmured among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent
and proffer two boys [by way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth them!'.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and around Baghdad
the horsemen shalt behold, Like clouds that wall the world, full many a doughty knight,.I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love
without peer, iii. 21..45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am
in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his
treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath
vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked
him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and
pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as
often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son
and the Ogress dlxxxi.When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her,
'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not
the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of
the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and
returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar,
ii. 195..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.It is said that, when the Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept),
the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave
them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to
crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been
there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark."
Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and
preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?"
"Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou
remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it," rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.So saying, he
spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her
speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the
outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!'
On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he
should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to
fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he
left them, so he might look into the affair..End of vol. II..126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.? ? ? ? ?
Couched are their limber spears, right long and lithe of point, Keen- ground and polished sheer, amazing wit and brain..? ? ? ? ? Since thou hast
looked on her, mine eye, be easy, for by God Nor mote nor ailment needst thou fear nor evil accident..12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise
cxlviii.Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and
safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her
mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her
dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed
in her heart..Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this
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and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have
been present with him many a time and have shown him passages (234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him.
(235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one and this is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute,
whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on
wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that
she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon, [sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he
said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that
what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she
had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand.."O
father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell that in the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and her father is called King
Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty and grace and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have sought her in
marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any one of them. Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my heart cleaveth unto her,
and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my son," answered his father, "thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of children and thou
art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails; nay, I cannot brook to be parted from thee an instant and I purpose to set thee on the
throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters of the kings, who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his father's word and
dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst the fire raged in his entrails..74. The Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii.As for
Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho,
Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother heard him calling upon strange
damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his
eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou
liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent,
O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the
Khalif.".When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of
him the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..Solomon, David and, i. 275..Presently she felt a
breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen
Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and they abode, she and they, in talk
and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of her coming to the slave-dealers'
barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis came to her and brought her to
them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of sundown drew near and the day departed, whereupon
Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He would reunite her with her lord Er
Reshid..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story
cxlix.So the folk gathered together to them and blamed the lackpenny and said to him, 'Give him the price of that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth he,
'I gave him a dirhem before I entered the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be everything I sell this day forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so much as the
name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me nought, but ate my food and went out and [would have] made off, without aught [said I]' 'Nay,'
answered the lackpenny, 'I gave thee a dirhem,' and he reviled the cook, who returned his abuse; whereupon he dealt him a cuff and they gripped
and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk saw them on this wise, they came up to them and said to them, 'What is this strife between
you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the lackpenny, 'but there is a cause for it, and the cause hath a tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by Allah,'
cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he gave me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come back and
take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.' For that he understood what was to do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O my brother," added Aboulhusn,
"my story hath a cause, which I will tell thee.".27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the
Uselessness of, i. 70..Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went
in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did
homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's
son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted
them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was
grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she
should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear, iii. 8..Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134..So
Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to end, till the time
of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and that which had
betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the cook
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had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how life was not
pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with that which
had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..? ? ? ? ? In my tears I have a witness; when I call thee to my mind, Down
my cheeks they run like torrents, and I cannot stay their flight..? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare And left us to endure
estrangement and despair..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236) iv.6. Story of the Hunchback cii.Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..One day
my master said to me, 'Knowest thou not some art or handicraft?' And I answered, saying, 'O my lord, I am a merchant and know nought but
traffic.' Quoth he, 'Knowest thou how to shoot with a bow and arrows?' And I replied, 'Yes, I know that.' So he brought me a bow and arrows and
mounting me behind him on an elephant, set out with me, at the last of the night, and fared on till we came to a forest of great trees; whereupon he
made me climb a high and stout tree and giving me the bow and arrows, said to me, 'Sit here, and when the elephants come hither by day, shoot at
them, so haply thou shalt hit one of them; and if any of them fall, come at nightfall and tell me.' Then he went away and left me trembling and
fearful. I abode hidden in the tree till the sun rose, when the elephants came out and fared hither and thither among the trees, and I gave not over
shooting at them with arrows, till I brought down one of them. So, at eventide, I went and told my master, who rejoiced in me and rewarded me;
then he came and carried away the dead elephant..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.As for Mesrour, he gave not over running
till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and chancing to
look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth from him, dismissed the
Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten
thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth
she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid
one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead. Wherefore it were
best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and
Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ?
? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never
Laughed again dccccxci.? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123)
and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care
and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the gladsomest of case and in the most easeful
of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his
father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he sought;
whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel and
ornaments..The Twentieth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Hardly had we settled ourselves in the place
when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed by
thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back,
disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered,
without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the
Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.Then said she, "O king, comest thou to a
[watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou drink thereof?" The king was abashed at her and at her words and went out from her,
but forgot his sandal in the house..When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the
bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and
established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night,
and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people
murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and
feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his
blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most
High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all
I'm held in amity..A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and
his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they,
"[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth
he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"]
answered he, "according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is
in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come
forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written
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therein the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of
marriage with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be
had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she
said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".Your coming
to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..Then they fell to journeying night and day, and as they went, behold, they
sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the camp of the Benou Zuhreh. Now there were
around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, upon whom they still made raids
and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope with them. When El Abbas came near the
camp, he dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the victual and ate their sufficiency and rested
awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw water for us in thy water-bag, by way of
provision for the road.".? ? ? ? ? And eye that knoweth not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who caused My dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from
her abstain!.? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.94. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the
Sexes dclxxxiii.Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way,
invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat down and ate and drank and abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other,
'I hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou desirest to sell.' And he answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind to sell her!'
Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she cost thee a thousand dinars, and I will give thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to thee [at that
price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the contract of sale, and the young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money,
saying, 'Let her be with thee till I complete to thee the rest of the price and take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond
for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her master, on deposit..So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his
place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die and lose the money?
Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he
dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm
sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long
on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and
carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained
heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which he rose and
renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the night.? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story
dccccxxxviii.Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..When the evening evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story
of the journeyman and the girl. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath
dissevered, Us of his grace once more to reunite..So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I
went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy
favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young
Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three
days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my
lodging and make excuse to him for me.".After this the king sat, with his son by his side and the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief
officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the viziers and said to them, "See, O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the
speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and the king said, "It sufficeth me that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this
day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you,
my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O my father," quoth the prince, "but for the fairness of thy thought and thy
judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee this great joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance
would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth haste repent.".THE KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND
THE POETS. (41).? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix
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