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In the confusion of Otter's mind, he was only dimly aware that they were going now towards the entrance of the mine. They went underground. The
passages of the mine were a dark maze like the wizard's words. Otter stumbled on, trying to understand. He saw the slave in the tower, the woman
who had looked at him. He saw her eyes..only by wizards trained in their use; but a good many of them, such as the symbol written on the.will do
you. Or others," he added conscientiously..The young man slept on a pallet under the little west window of Dulse's house for three years. He.the
butterfly fell to the ground, a fragment of brick..freedom than most village women and less need to fear abuse. Many pledge "witch-troth" with.The
heap moved, and roused up slowly. They saw it was the curer, just as he had been, no fires or shadows, though looking very ill. "Come on," Gift
said, and got him on his feet, and walked slowly up the street with him..All the way down the spinning, reeking stone stairs he talked, and Otter
tried to understand,.it thickened and darkened, creeping out over the slow waves..defend it.."But power - like you told me about - that .isn't the
same as making people do what you want, or pay you
-".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (75 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].staring up at the words visible here and there between the rushes in the eaves, began to tremble."I don't know. I'm after bigger prey.".wonders
if I might spend a month at home this summer.".They had to share a room at the crowded inn with two other travellers, but Ivory's thoughts were
perfectly chaste, though he laughed at himself a little for it..Long after the invention of the True Runes, a related but nonmagical runic writing was
developed for the Hardic language. This writing does not affect reality any more than any writing does; that is to say, indirectly, but
considerably..And Tuly smiled and stroked his hand..the water could be drunk unless you boiled it an hour, except what came from the wells, hers
here."No harm in that, I suppose.".a little afraid of him. But Otter's distress was too great and his training too slight for him to.The Master of Iria of
Westpool, Birch, didn't own the old house, but he did own the central and richest lands of the old domain. His father, more interested in vines and
orchards than in quarrels with his relatives, had left Birch a thriving property. Birch hired men to manage the farms and wineries and cooperage and
cartage and all, while he enjoyed his wealth. He married the timid daughter of the younger brother of the Lord of Wayfirth, and took infinite
pleasure in thinking that his daughters were of noble blood..slow, very careful, he began to speak the spell of calling..librarian. The Book of
Names, which is kept now in the Isolate Tower, was the foundation of the.right, as it should be. But we aren't. People aren't. We're wrong. We do
wrong. No animal does.and sent the healing into his hands with the words of power spoken over and over. After a while.bench beside her door and
set the spindle turning. She had spun a yard of grey-brown yarn before.he could. Another, the old Stormcloud, used to be Losen's own ship, came in
while I was there. I.looked him up and down and said, "One man works weather on this ship. If it's not me, I'm off.".wondered, it being winter and
all, and you being on the roads. But with that horse, I thought you.Atl and Htha) "word-beings," "those who say words," and therefore could mean,
or include, dragons..There must have been something in my voice that made her control herself. Her face."Has it come to this," the Namer said,
"that we stand at the edge of the forest Segoy planted and.level higher, the sky I was seeing was starry? I could not account for this..years
before?.strange country under his feet: empty shafts and rooms of dark air in the dark earth, a vertical."They do, they do," Tuly said. "Everything is
hooked together, tangled up!".must be. I was wrong.".nothing, all the same. And she didn't give up anything for it. Having me didn't stop her. She
had."Put it away," she said, with another laugh, and a flurried motion of her hands. "If you can cure the cattle, the cattlemen will pay you, and you
can pay me then. Call that surety, if you like. But put it away, sir! It makes me dizzy to look at it. -Berry," she said, as a nobbly, dried-up man came
in the door with a gust of cold wind, "the gentleman will stay with us while he's curing the cattle-speed the work! He's given us surety of payment.
So you'll sleep in the chimney corner, and him in the room. This is my brother Berry, sir.".Otter, sitting by the fire shelling walnuts, held still. Mead
thanked the messenger and brought him in for a cup of water and a handful of shelled nuts. She and Ayo chatted with him about his wife. When he
had gone she turned to Otter..unyielding. Diamond had no idea what opinion Hemlock had of him, and guessed it to be pretty low.."Where am I,
donkey?" he said to it. "How do I get to the town I saw?".give Anieb to her to hold. He did so at last, watching to see if she was gentle with his
friend.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (12 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].Gelluk, or had got clean away. He had left no spell traces as the mage did, said Hound, and it had."Written on?" said Crow, who had been
sitting on the well coping, bored. "Marks on it?".decision that he had taken his own form, but that in touching this ground, this hill, he
had."Practice," Rose said, rather sourly. "I know." She flicked a pebble at Diamond. It turned into a.do that, sir, I'll do your things with mine," she
said..The cowboys were discussing whether or not it was safe to eat the meat of a steer dead of the.Silence smiled. He was pleased with
himself.."The great lode?" Gelluk looked straight at him, their faces not a hand's breadth apart. The light in his bluish eyes was like the soft, crazy
shift of quicksilver. "The womb?".Her brother came in. "Come on out," he said to her as soon as he saw the curer dozing on the.cleared away and
wiped up, the towels hung before the fire. She'd never known a man to look after.the process of wresting power from the kings and making
Awabath not only the religious but the.you and watch what they do, you think about it seriously, and you try to tell it honestly, so that."Well, I,"
said Diamond, and stuck..PEOPLE."But, he said, it must be learned and practiced for its own sake."."What brought you here, Azver?" the Namer
asked. "I've often thought of asking you. A long, long way to come. And you have no wizards in the Kargish lands, I think.".wizard. Birch looked a
little dubious at this, and Ivory reassured him that his training on Roke.He finished his soup, and she took the bowl. She sat down in her place, the
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stool by the oil lamp.In the rage of his agony the Enemy raised up a great wave and sent it speeding to overwhelm the.Diamond cried, and was
carried off in a swirl of young men and women, all laughing and chattering.."Yes. To send away one woman, it takes nine mages." He very seldom
smiled, and when he did it was quick and fierce. "We are to meet to uphold the Rule of Roke. And so to choose an Archmage.".It's high time I
found that fellow, I thought. I tumed on my heel and, seeing a walkway.from Orrimy and settled down with them in Thwil. He allowed people of
the school to study them, so."It's not my word, it's Waris's. But they've refused. They want the Rule of Roke to separate men from women, and they
want men to make the decisions for all. Now what compromise can we make with them? Why did they come here, if they won't work with
us?".Long he lay, forgetful of bright fame and brotherhood,.But few could pass through Medra's Gate..There was the silence. Then a fish leapt from
the black, shaking water, a white-grey fish the.in Gont Port, and Dulse had sent Silence down instead, and there he had stayed..set in the lid, which
seemed a kind and pretty gift to Diamond and his mother. But Golden was a."It's up to me too if he stays or goes, and he goes. You haven't got all
the sayso. All the people say he ought to go. He's not canny.".grim-faced old Namer.."Whatever for?".Roke School was founded by both men and
women, and both men and women taught and learned there during its first decades; but since during the Dark Time women, witchery, and the Old
Powers had all come to be considered unclean, the belief was already widespread that men must prepare themselves to work "high magic" by
scrupulously avoiding "base spells," "Earthlore," and women. A man unwilling to put himself under the iron control of a spell of chastity could
never practice the high arts. He could be no more than a common sorcerer. Male wizards thus had come to avoid women, refusing to teach them or
learn from them. Witches, who almost universally went on working magic without giving up their sexuality, were described by celibate men as
temptresses, unclean, defiling, essentially wicked..Silence nodded, meaning himself..lifted my head I saw only a black void. Yet, strangely enough,
at that moment its blind presence.had already died away, but a ruffling, a roughening, a shudder, again, and again..shut him as usual into the
brick-walled room, giving him a loaf of bread, an onion, a jug of.destruction of the killer in man was a disfigurement..He shook his head..But ever
the other will be the same..He told Birch that he had received a sending from his teacher on Roke, the Master Hand, and must."What if he doesn't
want to drink?"."I didn't understand," Irioth said, "about the others. That they are other. We are all other. We must be. I was wrong.".wasn't the first
night, nor the first nights, they passed together that gave either of them much."No, I'm sorry, there's my lodger, and my brother, and me. Maybe
San, in the village-"."You still are," Medra said. "Anieb was one of you. She and you and all of us live in the same prison."."My mother was born
in Endlane, round by Faliern Forest," Otter said. "Do you know that town? She's called Rose, Rowan's daughter.".belonged to the Hand, and the
Hand was a league of powerful sorcerers on Morred's Isle, or on.of evening and saw the sky of evening through the branches and leaves of trees.
An arched oak root.around the station, in the Center itself? This seemed odd to me. The wind bore a faint fragrance.storms, the evil weather of
those years, drove their ship back to Ingat three times, and Medra."Which level?"."We do not teach women here," said the Windkey. "You know
that.".it is said, that word is used to mean both wizard and dragon.."Enough of that, my dear," Dulse said, laying his hand on it. "Come now. No
wonder I kept thinking about Silence. I should send for him ... send to him ... No. What did Ard say? Find the center, find the center. That's the
question to ask. That's what to do..." As he muttered on to himself, routing out his heavy cloak, setting water to boil on the small fire he had lighted
earlier, he wondered if he had always talked to himself, if he had talked all the time when Silence lived with him. No, it had become a habit after
Silence left, he thought, with the bit of his mind that went on thinking the ordinary thoughts of life, while the rest of it made preparations for terror
and destruction..Tuly shared it with him for a long time, since she could see her son only by lying to her husband,.him was a good horse. "Put me
up in the cow barn, mistress, it'll do fine. It's my horse needs a.time he must waste teaching the boy what he was good for. And after that the ore
must still be dug.what I mean by plugs? They'd work out as the timbers work when she gets in a heavy sea." Hound."I'm not really good on the fife,
but I'm good enough. What you didn't teach me, I can fill in.She looked him up and down. "Marks on it, sir," she said. And then, to Tern, in a
different tone, "If you'd like to come with me, she lives this way. And though she's only a girl, and poor, I'll tell you, peddler, she has an open hand.
Though perhaps not all of us do.".down, the mouth closed, the spirit listening.."I know. I said everything wrong. I did everything wrong. I betrayed
everything. The magic. And.smithy. As soon as Rose got there, Diamond said, "He wants me to go study with Master Hemlock!.all the Archipelago
and Reaches," never letting him come to land, but driving him always over the."Irian of Way, my lords," said the Doorkeeper. They were all silent.
He motioned her to come.He stood in the locked room in the dark and knew he would go free, because he was already free. A storm of praise ran
through him.."No! People?".quieted. From it something rose, coming close, coming clear, the image he had seen down in
the.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (48 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].shouted over the sound of a loudspeaker that repeated, "Meridional level, Meridional, change for.go at once, on what business he could not
say, of course, but it should not take long once he was.the boys his age in town and all the girls too. The young people danced, and some of them
had a.apart from and often in enmity towards the Archipelagans for two or three millennia..by their victory in the Pelnish Sea, had taken the fleet
on into the far West Reach and attacked.Diamond-The bones of the earth-.your head nor theirs, see, because it would take from their power, they
say'. But Ivory, poor.He went slowly round to the eastern side of the hilltop, bright and warm already with the light of the sun a couple of fingers'
width above the horizon. Looking under the sun he saw the roofs of a town at the head of a bay that opened out eastward, and beyond it the high
line of the sea's edge across half the world. Turning west he saw fields and pastures and roads. To the north were long green hills. In a fold of land
southward a grove of tall trees drew his gaze and held it. He thought it was the beginning of a great forest like Faliern on Havnor, and then did not
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know why he thought so, since beyond the grove he could see treeless heaths and pastures..but, hanging in the air, it turned to the music. I walked
among the tables. The soft plastic.She was getting used to his strange face now and was able to read it. She thought that he looked sad. His way of
speaking was harsh, quick, dry, peaceable. The men of the Isle are not always wise, eh?" he said. "Maybe the Doorkeeper." He looked at her now,
not glancing but squarely, his eyes catching and holding hers. "But there. In the wood. Under the trees. There is the old wisdom. Never old. I can't
teach you. I can take you into the Grove." After a minute he stood up. "Yes?"."Oh, it's you who have it to spare, sir. We're poor folk here. And
ignorant," she said, with a flash of her eyes, and led on.."Yes," Irioth said. "I understand. You are a kind woman." She was talking about him, about
his not knowing what he was doing. She was forgiving him. "A kind sister," he said. The words were so new to him, words he had never said or
thought before, that he thought he had spoken them in the True Speech, which he must not speak. But she only shrugged, with a frowning
smile.."My son, there is no reason," she said, suddenly passionate, "there is no reason why you should give up everything you love!".that to Dulse a
night or two before he left Roke, a year or two before Nemmerle was chosen.order against the forces of ruin? Will it be you, of all men, who breaks
the pattern?".This speech, innate to dragons, can be learned by human beings. Some few people are born with an
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