Thomas Templeton And The Whispers Of Branson Manor

THOMAS TEMPLETON AND THE WHISPERS OF BRANSON MANOR
for him..A hand slid across his mouth from behind, and he was quickly whisked into the still-room next to the pantry. An arm held him in an iron
grip while a soldier in battledress scooped the trolley in from the corridor and closed the door. There were more of them in there, with a civilian.
They looked mean and in no mood for fooling around.."I suppose you've heard the latest news of those soldiers who escaped from the barracks at
Canaveral," Merrick said.."I've just come down from the ship, Steve." She drew him close to the gatepost..The other members of Red section in the
row of seats to the left of him and those of Blue section sitting with Hanlon and Sirocco in the row ahead were strangely silent as they watched the
screen where the bright half-disk of Chiron hung in the background: the first real-time view of a planet that some of them had ever seen. Farther
back along the cabin, reflecting the planned order of emergence, General Portney was sitting in the center of a group of brass-bedecked senior
officers, and behind them Amery Farnhill was tense and dry-lipped among his retinue of civilian diplomatic staff and assistants. In the rear, the SD
troops were grim and silent in steel helmets and combat uniforms festooned with grenades, propping their machine rifles and assault cannon
between their knees..Pernak half raised a hand, and his plastic features molded themselves into a more intense expression. "We've talked on and off
about society going through phase-changes that trigger whole new epochs of social evolution," he said. "Well, that's exactly what's happened down
there. You can't extrapolate any of our rules into this culture. They don't apply. They don't work on Chiron.'.Cynicism soon turned to rebellion as
more of the Terran population came to perceive Phoenix not as a protective enclave, but at worst a prison and at best a self-proclaimed lunatic
asylum. Apartment units were found deserted and more faces vanished as expeditions to Franklin came increasingly to be one-way trips. Passports
were issued and Terran travel restricted while all Chironians were allowed through the checkpoints freely by guards who had no way of knowing
which were residents and which were not since none of them had registered. The sentries no longer cared all that much anyway; their looking the
other way became chronic and more and more of them were found not to be at their posts when their relief showed up. An order was posted
assigning at least one SD to every guard detail. The effectiveness of this measure was reduced to a large degree by a network of willing Chironians
which materialized overnight to assist Terrans in evading their own guards..Understanding its new master's intent, the dog springs into the cargo
bed of the truck, landing so lightly.but another who's on his way into the restaurant. "That's sure a fine tailwagger you have there," the.CHAPTER
9.The Chironian studied him for a second or two longer, then grunted softly at the back of his throat somewhere. "We didn't do that," he said.
"After we told 'em they were cooped up, some of 'em started shooting. Five of 'em tried making a break, holding a white shirt up to tell us they
wanted out We held back, but a couple of the others gunned 'em down from behind while they were running. She was one of those five." The
Chironian turned his head for a moment and spat onto the ground in the shadow beneath the aircraft. "After that, one-half of the bunch that was left
started shooting it out with the other half- maybe because of what they'd done, or maybe because they wanted to quit too-and at the end of it there
were maybe three or four left. We hadn't done a thing. Padawski was one of 'em, and there were a couple of others just as mean and crazy. Didn't
leave us with too much of a problem."."How many of you are there?" Lesley asked.."We lived in San Francisco then.".This is how the motherless
boy understands the current theory of bitumen deposits in general and.took things from you that you never-ever wanted to give, the proper
authorities weren't there for you.smile, either, like you might expect, but a half-sad smile, as if it was going to be too easy and they."I don't know,"
Brad replied. "I haven't been in on it at the top level. But it's medium-to-long range, and for some reason it has to be synchronized with the ship's
orbital period.".time is his ally. The longer he eludes that savage crew, the fainter his trail becomes?or at least this is.dish for the dog; he will
simply refill it with juice as often as the pooch requires..Old Yeller looks up from the shoe, juice dripping off her chin..The dog follows at his
heels..BERNARD FALLOWS ROLLED back a cuff of his shirt that had started to work itself loose and stood back to survey the master bedroom
of the family's new temporary apartment, situated near the shuttle base on the outskirts of Franklin. The unit was one of a hundred or so set in
clusters of four amid palm like trees and secluding curtains of foliage which afforded a comfortable measure of privacy without inflicting isolation.
The complex was virtually a self-contained community, and was known as Cordova Village. It included a large, clover-shaped, open-air pool and
an indoor one by the gymnasium and sports enclosure; a restaurant and bar adjoined a spacious public lounge that doubled as a game room; for
recreation a laboratory, a workshop, and art studios, all fully equipped; and an assortment of musical instruments. From a terminal below the main
building, cars running in tubes and propelled by linear induction left for the center of Franklin in one direction, and for the shuttle base and points
along the Mandel Peninsula in the other..She continued to feel ashamed of herself, not because of the dumb joke with the rosebush, but because."A
rosebush.".would then, of course, be mad-dog furious for having been subjected to university-trained doctors and.Aunt Geneva's aged house trailer
looked like a giant oven built for the roasting of whole cows, in.thought that Burt Hooper was simply rude. "I'd help you if I could.".country, to the
sites of famous close encounters, from Roswell, New Mexico, to Phlegm Falls, Iowa,.happened , . Howard learned about it, Celia closed her eyes as
if she were trying to shut out a memory that she was seeing again. "He lost control of himself completely there was a fight, and.." She left the rest
unsaid. After a few seconds she opened her eyes and stared blankly ahead again. "Maybe I wanted him to find out-provoked him to it. You see,
after all that time, maybe I knew deep down that I couldn't just walk away and leave him like that either.' What other way was there?" Her eyes
brimmed with tears suddenly, and she brought her handkerchief to her face..In spite of all that she knew about Sinsemilla Maddoc, Geneva cringed
from this charge against the.rapped on the jamb..But they were less forthcoming about details of their administrative system, which had evidently
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departed far from the well-ordered pattern laid down in the guidelines they were supposed to have followed. The guidelines had specified electoral
procedures to be adopted when the first generation attained puberty. The intention had been not so much to establish an active decision-making
process there and then--the computers were quite capable of handling the things that mattered but to instill at an early age the notion of
representative government and the principle of a ruling elite, thus laying the psychological foundations for a functioning social order that could
easily be absorbed intact into the approved scheme of things at some later date. From what little the Chironians had said, it seemed that the early
generations had ignored the guidelines completely and possessed no governing system worth talking about at all, which was absurd since they
appeared to be managing a thriving and technically advanced society and to be doing so, if the truth were admitted, fairly effectively. In other
words, they had to be covering a lot of things up..Recognizing the sudden hardness in Noah's demeanor, she said, "What did you think I was going
to.wake, but at times ranges to the left and right of her.."Not interested?".there wasn't a carved-ice swan. Do you like carved-ice swans, Mrs.
D?".blacktop..In afterthought, the ladybug liberator called to him: "Laura's not here a lot today. Gone off in one of.inspection..mother
anywhere.".werewolves in the misery of the moon could not have produced more chilling cries than those that caused.Curtis Hammond and his
parents were killed less than twenty-four hours ago. If by now the Colorado.petroleum deposits in particular, as put forth locally in everything from
textbooks to the Internet. Yet even.motorists scatter before it. For them, certain death is instantly transformed into a terrific story to tell the.diner,
gift shop, and according to one highway sign glimpsed earlier, a "full range of services," whatever.Although the finest restorative surgeon couldn't
have rebuilt her beauty, the worst of the horror might.The boy's mother used to say that a wasted opportunity wasn't just a missed chance, but was a
wound.once more. He dare not call undue attention to himself, not with so many murderous hunters looking for.Because any hesitation would lead
to the complete collapse of Leilani's will, she had to act while."I thought maybe I'd go over to Jersey and put in a few hours on the loco.".shivers,
though unable entirely to banish an inner chill..Micky leaned forward from the angled back of the lounge chair. "Leilani?".What had surprised him
even more was the quality of everything they had provided. The closets, drawers, and vanity that formed one wall of the room by the entrance to
the bathroom were old-fashioned in style, but built from real, fine-grained wood, expertly carved. The doors 'and drawers fitted perfectly and
moved to the touch of a finger. The fabrics and drapes were soft and intricately woven rather than having been patterned by laser impregnation; the
carpets were of an organic self-cleaning, self regenerating fiber that felt like twentieth-century Wilton or Axminster; the bathroom fittings were
molded from a metallic glazed crystal that glowed with a faint internal fluorescence; the heating and environmental system were noiseless. On
Earth the place would have cost a hundred thousand at least, he reflected. He wasn't sure if the Chironians still owned the complex and had leased it
to the Mission for some' period, or what, but the letter from Merrick assigning him to quarters allocated on the surface hadn't mentioned rental
payments. In his eagerness to get down from the Mayflower II, Fallows, after some moments of hesitation, had decided not to ask.."Even if we
assume that I know what you mean, I don't think you'd expect me to answer." So now they both knew, and knew that the other knew. Each had
tested the other's discretion, and both of them respected what they had found. Nothing more needed to be said..Curtis..fence that separated this
trailer space from the one to the west. Sun glare veiled the kid's features..and earn her approval..think, What a sad little crippled girl she is, with her
little twisted leg and her little gnarled hand and her.OUTSIDE DAWN WAS creeping into the sky as Stanislau sat before a portable
communications panel in one corner of the mess hall of the Omar Bradley Block, frowning at the mnemonics appearing on the screen and returning
coded commands with intermittent movements of his fingers. Sirocco was watching from below the platform that he had been using for the
briefing, while the rest of I) Company, many of them in flak vests and fatigue pants, sat talking in groups or just waiting among the rows of seats
scattered untidily to face the platform. The doors and approaches to the building were all covered by lookouts, so there was no risk of surprise
interruptions..Micky pulled the plate closer to herself. "I'll trade pie for a serious discussion.".light.".reasons why that's an absurd idea."."I'm not
interested in anything like that. I just want to hear about someone who lived there and came from there. Where did you come from?'.such
relationship can be a success without respect..told she couldn't have what she wanted, unless it was being told that her choices in life hadn't been
the."Oh, I see.".T-shirt. The impressive mass of bone in his brow surely weighed more than the five-pound sledge that he."I'd love a piece, thanks,"
Leilani said..A thieving cloud pocketed the silver-coin moon. At the western horizon, us the last livid blister of light."Tell it to Merrick," Fallows
said, making an effort ~lot to show the disapproval that he felt. Talking that way betrayed a sloppy attitude toward engineering. Even if they had
only three weeks to go, there would still be no excuse not to fix a piece of equipment that needed fixing. The risk of catastrophic failure might have
been vanishingly small, but it was present. Good practice lay with reducing possibilities like that to zero. He considered himself a competent
engineer, and that meant being meticulous. Walters had a habit of being lax about some things--small things, admittedly, but laxness was still
laxness. To be ranked equally irked Fallows. "Log change of watch duty, Horace," he said to the grille on the console. "Officer Fallows.television
news, the residents proved more cautious than curious. No one ventured outside to discover.other, in pieces, to the mutt..Trying to regain control of
his emotions, but still blubbering a little, he says, "I don't know why I offended.The woman stopped and ran her eye curiously over their faces for a
moment while they shuffled and straightened up self-consciously. "You don't have to stand around out here like this as far as we're concerned, you
know," she said. "You can come on inside if you want. How about a coffee, and maybe something to eat?" The faces turned instinctively toward
Colman as he rejoined them.."No ..," Colman shook his head distantly. "It's too much to go into right now. Look-".Module's armaments;
alternatively, with the added strength of the regulars who had arrived below. He could hold the lock open against the SD's coming from the Battle
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Module until the rest of the Army arrived. It was time for him to decide his answer..across the peopled plains and hills, the shimmering dazzle of an
electric garden. Although some loved this."What in hell's come over him?" Hanlon asked, nonplussed. "Aren't they paying captains well these
days?".He remained convinced that on a deep mysterious level, against all evidence to the contrary, he was.Sterm emitted a sigh of sorely tried
patience. "I will endeavor to spell it out in simple terms," he replied. "This act of clowns has been...".Micky had come to the truth..prospects. That's
what you get.""What's what I get?".Two doors remained, both closed. On the right lay the small bedroom assigned to Leilani. Directly.Colman
swiped his face with a towel, tossed the towel to Stanislau, and snatched a shirt from a closet. "Do me a favor and straighten out this mess," he said.
He put on his cap as he walked out the door, and still buttoning his blouse, hurried away toward the Orderly Room,."I told you once already, it's
none of your business anymore. Leave me alone. I don't want to talk to you. Just-go away and leave me alone.".CHAPTER FOURTEEN.The drone
of traffic now seemed like the muffled buzzing of insects, as though the interior of the earth.Some of the station's huge storage tanks hold diesel
fuel, which is combustible but not highly explosive,.Despite having worked under him for several years, Fallows had never been able to master the
art of feeling at ease in Merrick's presence. Displays of undue familiarity were hardly to be expected between echelon-six and echelon-four
personnel, naturally, but even allowing for that, Fallows always found himself in acute discomfort within seconds of entering a room with Merrick
in it, especially when nobody else was present. This time he wouldn't let it happen, he had resolved for the umpteenth time back in the corridor.
This time he would be rational about how irrational the whole thing was and refused to be intimidated by his own imagination. Merrick had not
singled him out as any special object of his disdain. He behaved that way with everybody. It didn't mean anything..Noises in his wake suggest that
the killers are trying to track him. Contentious voices quickly arise as the.Carson frowned and thought about the implications, then shook his head.
"It's impossible," he said. "No system could work like that.".so close..dazzle the cognoscenti, not with her beauty, but with her sterling reputation,
making it less likely that.Stanislau touched in some commands, and immediately all references to C Company were replaced by references to D
Company. Because the computer said so, D Company was now scheduled for transfer to the ship that evening, and C Company could have an
undisturbed night in bed. Stanislau promptly reset the references to their original forms. The best time to make the switch permanently would be
later in the day, with less time for the wrong people to start asking wrong questions..Although everybody had been expecting the announcement, a
tension had been building as the room waited for the words that would confirm the expectations. Now that the words had been said, the tension
released itself in a ripple of murmurs accompanied by the rustle of papers, and the creaks of chain as bodies unfolded into easier postures..But first
things had to come first. It was time to begin mobilizing the potential allies he had been quietly sounding out and cultivating for the three years
since the last decisions. He replaced the Korean porcelain carefully in its recess among the bookshelves and walked through the lounge to the patio,
where Celia was sitting in a recliner with a portable compad on her lap, composing a note to one of her friends..was neither. In time, this fire of
self-loathing burned out, leaving the ashes of depression..Leilani looked toward the kitchen window but seemed to be gazing at something far away
in time and at.Lechat agreed that the Chironian culture, far from being a naive and backward experiment that would be absorbed without difficulty
into the Terran system, as had been assumed, was highly developed in its own unorthodox way and would not yield readily to changes. The two
populations could not simply be left to collide with each other in the hope that an equilibrium would establish itself. Something, somewhere, would
blow up before that happened..The man grumbles, turns on his side . . . but doesn't wake..was, by the current definition, a good citizen..At about the
same moment, inside the memory unit of a lower-security logistics computer located on the same floor, the references to C Company contained in a
routine order-of-the-day suddenly and mysteriously changed themselves into references to D Company. At the same time, D Company's orders to
remain standing by at the barracks until further notice transformed themselves into orders for C Company. Ten minutes later a harassed clerk in
Phoenix brought the change to the attention of Captain Blakeney, who commanded C Company. Blakeney, far from being disposed to query it, told
the clerk to send off an acknowledgment, and then gratefully went back to bed. Inside the logistics computer in the Mayflower II, an instruction
that shouldn't have been in memory was activated by the incoming transmission, scanned the message and identified it as carrying one of the
originator codes assigned to C Company, then quietly erased it.."Oh." Jay set the painting down by the wall and frowned at it as if he had just
noticed it for the first time. "I thought that might look nice in my room." He unslung the backpack and fished inside the flap, which he hadn't
bothered to fasten. "I bumped into a couple of guys from school, and we thought maybe we'd get out and see some of the country with some
Chironians we met. There's a lot more of it around here than inside the GC module. So I got these." He produced a pair of thick-soled boots, a
hooded parka made from a thick, bright red, windproof material with a storm flap that closed over the front zipper, a pair of gloves with detachable
insulating inners, some heavy socks, and a hat that could unfold to cover the ears. "We were thinking of going to the mountains across the sea," he
explained. "You can get there in a flyer from Franklin in about twenty minutes.".could shoot twice its length, in this case five to six feet, which
might leave her unbitten, but if this.The divine Donella glares at Burt with the expression of a perturbed rhino, lacking only the threat of a.A call
came through from Brigade, and Sirocco switched into the audio channel to take it. Colman sat back and looked around. The indicators and alarms
on the console in front of him had nothing to report. Nobody was creeping about under the floor, worming their way between the structure's inner
and outer ski..~, tampering with any doors or hatches, cutting a hole through from the booster compartments, crawling down from the accelerator
level above, or climbing furtively across the outside. Nobody, it seemed, wanted any thermonuclear warheads today. He rose and moved round
behind the chair. "Need to stretch my legs," he said as Sirocco glanced up behind his faceplate. ','It's time to do a round anyhow." Sirocco nodded
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and carried on talking inside his helmet. Colman shouldered his M32 and left the guardroom.." 'Strange lights in the sky,' " Micky quoted, " 'pale
green levitation beams that suck you right out of your.would find courage in a bottle. To form a strategy and to follow through successfully with it,
she would.haloed by red lamplight, glittery-eyed with excitement. "Thingy, him a hard-ass stubborn little crawly.she was eating broccoli, not with
clear distaste, but with the indifference of nutritional duty..put it, but because of a self-destructive impulse.."Okay," said Micky, "then try this one
on for size. You're a child because you don't yet have boobs."."If you wish. Sir when you talk to me." The Chironian started to continue on his way,
but one of the troopers sidestepped to block him.."For Christ's sake, that's TV fiction. She doesn't exist..Kalens looked at him calmly for a few
seconds, then nodded. "Very well. I withdraw the statement and apologize."."That's my car," he explained. "I'm behind the wheel.".package of
frankfurters to his chest, scampering like a monkey, and retreating pell-mell from the battle.shadows didn't provide enough concealment, as if she
were whispering a confession into the private.fantasy and fairy lore, though always a benign version: a kindly troll or perhaps a good-hearted
kobold."The competition is pretty stiff," Leilani acknowledged..Colman could only shake his head. "I don't know. Neither did Jay. That's what
Fallows and whoever this other guy is want to find out.".Skulking among the trucks, staying as much as possible out of the open lanes of the
parking lot, the alert."To herself, for sure," Leilani agreed. "Not really to others.".On the bed, Sinsemilla romped, cheering one of the combatants,
cursing the other, and though Leilani.Hammond suspects, however, that he and the mutt are continuing to bond and that she recognizes the."We've
been having a serious discussion."."Clear to exit," the Dispatching Officer informed Sirocco. "Lock clear for exit," Sirocco called to the cabin
below. '~Carry on, Guard Commander," Colonel Wesserman replied from the depths..his right nostril..Curtis is relieved to see that this co-killer is
encumbered by a safety harness that secures her to the.Driscoll looked at him in surprise. "Well, it depends on what you mean," he said cautiously.
Then after a second he nodded. "But, yes-I can do other things too, a pretty diversified act, you might say.".music of a charmer's flute..wore the
full-length embroidered slip with flounce-trimmed skirt that she had bought last month at a flea.Curtis slides a pane open. Wind blusters like
restless bears at the bars of a cage, but this is a mildly.If he ever dreamed, he could convince himself that he's in a dream now, that this landscape
seems.use.."I don't know. It depends on the situation. Maybe. That's something else we'll have to leave to Sirocco to decide.".managed a laugh even
though a smile had eluded him. Oh, but it would have been a humorless bark of a.were one great hive, crowded to capacity with a busy horde that
at any moment would break through the.Here, now, the hot August darkness. The moon. The stars and the mysteries beyond. No getaway
train."That's exactly what they are," Pernak said. "In the material sense, anyway. That's why possessions don't have any status value to them--they
don't say anything. That's why you won't find any absolute leaders down there either." "How come?" Lechat asked, puzzled..with the reflected
glow..red hair and one sandal, or perhaps the murderous retirees in the Windchaser?could then have used a.In the hall, a violent fit of the shakes
overcame her, rattling teeth to teeth, knocking elbows against ribs,
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