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Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief amirs to accompany him,

charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in

to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and saluted them and bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him

joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took leave of them and setting out, journeyed days and nights till he came within

three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they

decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of his kingship and the viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs

of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory and length of continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of

honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over them..[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to

Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a

servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these

many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard

these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she

bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason

restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to

them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my

wishes I attain),.Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer

largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the

harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered,

"They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?"

So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath

fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the

Wild Ass dcccciv.When it was night, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the hearing of the [promised] story. "Hearkening and

obedience," replied Er Rehwan, "Know, O august king, that.She laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho,

Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at

me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another

said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to

love?" And a third said, "This is an old man without understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered

sore chagrin..Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother

with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy

will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El

Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no

opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching

El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".Then,

in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended

from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems

from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often

did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and

question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to him,

'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words

and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent therefrom

three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he

might travel..83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare and leave your land behind; So take your

leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name

ccvi.When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou

such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman

who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and

wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the

chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..?Story of King Bihkerd..55. The Poor Man and his Generous
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Friend dcxliii.94. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes dclxxxiii.95. Abou Suweid and the

Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I; Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's none with me

can vie..117. The Favourite and her Lover M.The company marvelled at this story and the tenth officer came forward and said, 'As for me, there

befell me that which was yet more extraordinary than all this.' Quoth El Melik ez Zahir, 'What was that?' And he said,.? ? ? ? ? My juice among

kings is still drunken for wine And a present am I betwixt friends, young and old..After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the

bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her

and they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three days agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide,

she took her gear and went away." So I turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants

[of the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her

speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.'.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? Lo, in

my heart the heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and said to him,

'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of

colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el

Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times and she

still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him such and

such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none seeketh

her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her and see

her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness that is

upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.'

So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave

frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder

wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and

said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had collected

from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged

and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou

go with me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the

money.'.Then, when he rode to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon

he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous dresses of

honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three hundred head of sheep,

together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit

fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of honour upon

great and small, each after the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the

Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all

kinds of care and dole..? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in

vain..Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and entreated me with kindness, bidding me be seated and admitting

me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called down blessings upon him and he took pleasure in my discourse and showed me

satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said, 'And what countryman art

thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told him my story and he marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By

Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it behoveth that it be written in characters of gold.'.This story pleased King Shah Bekht and he

marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This story is not more extraordinary than that of the rich man who married his fair daughter to the

poor old man." The king's mind was occupied with the [promised] story and he bade the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So he [returned to his

house and] abode there the rest of the night and the whole of the following day..First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..Accordingly El Merouzi repaired

to the market and fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his beard

tied and his eyes shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and shook

him; but he spoke not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi

answered, 'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up and went with

him to the market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his lodging and waited till the morrow..Fifteenth

Officer's Story, The, ii. 190..The Thirteenth Night of the Month..KING SHAH BEKHT AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).Then the Khalif

took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the palace and made him of the

chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in
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number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and

Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn

became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's

treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..After this, the authorities compounded with the highwayman for his submission, and when he came

before them, they enriched him and he became in such favour with the Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink with him and there befell

familiar converse between them. On this wise they abode a great while, till, one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder,

was a roasted francolin, which when the robber saw, he laughed aloud. The deputy was angered against him and said to him, "What is the meaning

of thy laughter? Seest thou default [in the entertainment] or dost thou mock at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord,"

answered the highwayman. "But I saw yonder francolin and bethought myself thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the

days of my youth, I used to stop the way, and one day I fell in with a man, who had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to

him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the fourth part of [that which is in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs

must I take the whole and slay thee, to boot.' Then said he, 'Take the saddle-bags and let me go my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.'

As we were in this contention, he and I, behold, he saw a francolin and turning to it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me

unjustly and letteth me not go to my children, for all he hath gotten my money.' However, I took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he

said, but slew him and concerned not myself with the francolin's testimony.".Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.118. The Jewish

Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.? ? ? ? ? For the uses of food I was fashioned and made; The hands of the noble me wrought and inlaid..The Third

Night of the Month.Then I bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221)

and we set out again and traversed the deserts from country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and

kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked

God the Most High; then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and

family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".When

the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his house..Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii.

186..Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying,

'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the

description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for

your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose

wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.'

When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I

have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping

over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going

round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii.

24..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER.

(174).? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.Old Woman, the Merchant and the King, The, i. 265..Now there was a man of the kinsfolk

of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was great of gravity and piety and

decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to require of him that he should keep him company in his carousals and drink with him and had

proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still refused. It chanced that this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he

might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and the chamberlain, doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had

charged him admit and that he should suffer none but him to enter, allowed him to go in to his master..Presently a villager passed by [the pit and

finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her

and besought her of herself; but she refused and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to

suborn a youth of the people of his village and agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that,

when he was discovered, he should say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his

account in the city. So he did this and coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke

and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and

that he was her lover from the city. The news was bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with

whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is

said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the

thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and

he released him..Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the

sea might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day,
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the merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may

console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By

Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea

parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years

passed..? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..150. The Rogueries of Delileh the

Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret

whereof I do complain..A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who

bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent

Ill, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..?

? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cvii.Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..When the king heard his vizier's story, he

was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his wasteful

heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among

creatures is rare and sought for in mountain and vale..18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.Now the merchant

and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other] son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found] grew up,

his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set out and entered the city wherein his brother was king. News

reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise befitting kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant obeyed the

summons and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew the other; but blood stirred between them and the king said to the young

merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him

awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart from him, he sent to his father and mother and bade them remove

thither to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and their son increased still in honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was

his brother..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother cli.? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came

back, we were quickened anew..? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it

be..When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself before him, he

said to him, "Tell me the story of the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O

puissant king, that.? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again thy

sight?".He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been

builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that

which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her

husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose

rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth

and raiment and jewels..? ? ? ? ? Far though you dwell, I'll ne'er your neighbourhood forget, O friends, whose lovers still for you are stupefied..As

he was about to go away, the cook said to him, 'O youth, doubtless thou art a stranger?' And he answered, 'Yes.' Quoth the cook, 'It is reported in

one of the Traditions [of the Prophet that he said,] "Loyal admonition is [a part] of religion;" and the understanding say, "Admonition is of the

characteristics of the true believers." And indeed that which I have seen of thy fashions pleaseth me and I would fain give thee a warning.' 'Speak

out thy warning,' rejoined Selim, 'and may God strengthen thine affair!' Then said the cook, 'Know, O my son, that in this our country, whenas a

stranger entereth therein and eateth of flesh-meat and drinketh not old wine thereon, this is harmful unto him and engendereth in him dangerous

disorders. Wherefore, if thou have provided thee somewhat thereof, (71) [it is well;] but, if not, look thou procure it, ere thou take the meat and

carry it away.' 'May God requite thee with good!' rejoined Selim. 'Canst thou direct me where it is sold?' And the cook said, 'With me is all that

thou seekest thereof.' 'Is there a way for me to see it?' asked the young man; and the cook sprang up and said, 'Pass on.' So he entered and the cook

showed him somewhat of wine; but he said, 'I desire better than this.' Whereupon he opened a door and entering, said to Selim, 'Enter and follow

me.'.? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..It

chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and

carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly,

O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought

but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste

still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..Then said she, "O king, comest thou

to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou drink thereof?" The king was abashed at her and at her words and went out from

her, but forgot his sandal in the house..Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her,

"Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more

generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and
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did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in

whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..THE KHALIF OMAR

BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime,

that we should live and meet?.Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to

Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army.

His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done

thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had

recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be

thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes

shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and

presents with him..125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high

place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial,

decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled,

and when the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them

his dream and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and

wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private

with the sage in question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death,

in consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him

in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all

alike do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and

said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou

slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The

king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him

by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs

must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that

God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and

sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? I

clipped her (118) in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in affluence and content..? ? ? ? ?

My heart will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be..? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.There was

once aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five thousand dinars;

whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor

did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him, "Go, bury it in such

a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came the Jew, with one of

the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three days'

delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with himself." So he

went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on one of the

fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we straightway

clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dcccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two

Lovers dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.It befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat

that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting

them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave

the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who

was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about

to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It

is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied

the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied

about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high

and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he

referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a

barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his
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session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".Thou that wast absent from

my stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land,

cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their master,

who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had

hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his

heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his

room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..Then said the young man, the villager's son,

'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing

of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me,

so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to

my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she

was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in

that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst

concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be

His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion

and desire and love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to me, for love my body

wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume me quite..Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and

the Favourite of the, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul, the love of whom Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me

free,.There was once a king of the kings, by name Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and was

straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest the kingship go forth of his hand. He ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy slave-girls

and lie with them, till one of them conceived, whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the girl's months

were accomplished and the season of her delivery drew near, the king summoned the astrologers and they watched for the hour of her child-bearing

and raised astrolabes [towards the sun] and took strait note of the time. The damsel gave birth to a male child, whereat the king rejoiced with an

exceeding joy, and the people heartened each other with the glad news of this..Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken

service with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts.

As fate would have it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the

coming of the ship], she said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire

of him.' So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the

evening..With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started out from between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to

him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes,"

answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad;

and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting

Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze the full

moon stares to see thy goodlihead..? ? ? ? ? My heart, since the leave-taking day afflicted, will tell of my case, And my body, for love and desire

grown wasted and feeble and frail..? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord did

not disdain..The king gave him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I fortified with this army and needs

must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.' So his enemy met him and overcame

him again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from him and his money lost and the enemy

followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty citadel. He asked the name of the

city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came to the king's palace aud

concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who attached him to his household and

entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dcxxx.Whenas the soul desireth

one other than its peer, ii 207..Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his

pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man

whom I bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and

have found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be

made manifest to us.'
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