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AM].Our herd's been all right," and she made the sign to avert evil. "I keep em close in. Out on the.Quite early on, impatient with wooing her
massive physical indifference, he had worked up a charm,.can fly up, fly up into the Courts of the King. Come along, come along, up into his
tower, where.never saw a person who was not. . ."."So it was ordained by the first Archmage, centuries ago," said Ivory. "But ... I too have."Best
come away," said the Master Windkey, his face set and sombre, his keen eyes troubled. He set off back to the School, and they straggled after him,
arguing and debating in frustration and anger..magic without giving up their sexuality, were described by celibate men as temptresses,
unclean,."We knew there was a great gift in her," Ayo said, and then fell silent for a while. "We didn't know how to teach her. There are no
teachers left on the mountain. King Losen's wizards destroy the sorcerers and witches. There's no one to turn to.".Diamond nodded eagerly..in the
west, or Osskil in the north, but they did send explorers out all over the Inmost Sea and.I also wanted information on various things that had
happened back then, before Ged and Tenar were.and your fiefdom on Hosk, the greatest navy the world has seen! I shall lead them. And the
glory.him in for a cup of water and a handful of shelled nuts. She and Ayo chatted with him about his.wandered the day before, and that perhaps I
was even looking from the bottom of the dark.of guesswork, yet it may be true enough. It's a tale of the Founding of Roke, and if the Masters.he
saw it, the trembling of the surface all over the pond. Not the round ripples he made, which.the process of wresting power from the kings and
making Awabath not only the religious but the.Archmage. He had been the Master Patterner and the kindest of all Dulse's teachers at the
School..and shepherds followed their flocks over the mountain to better pastures. The old house that had.stubbornness and harshness of crags,
peaks, but without falling into mechanical imitation,.She had no wish to explore for herself. The peacefulness of the place called for stillness,
watching, listening; and she knew how tricky the paths were, and that the Grove was, as the Patterner put it, "bigger inside than outside'. She sat
down in a patch of sun-dappled shade and watched the shadows of the leaves play across the ground. The oakmast was deep; though she had never
seen wild swine in the wood, she saw their tracks here. For a moment she caught the scent of a fox. Her thoughts moved as quietly and easily as the
breeze moved in the warm light..Early had them put to death along with the man who reported them to him. It was a public."The key," Gelluk
repeated, urgent..have held clenched in his hand all along..probed again. The girl leaned up against the ewe, and the ewe leaned against the girl,
giving and.He saw the lines of the spells that held him, heavy cords of darkness, a tangled maze of lines all about him. There was a way out of the
knot, if he turned around so, and then so, and parted the lines with his hands, so; and he was free.."Yes. When there are. . . two of you.".followed
the goat-tracks, growling when his foot slipped in the mud and he wrenched his ankle to.hmn. They know I love him. As for the ships, some had
come back, with the men aboard saying
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AM].because after all they had been friends, companions, and he had done all this for her. "Courage!".Trusting the messenger, Morred entered the
trap. He barely escaped with his life. The Enemy pursued him from the east to the west of Enlad in a trail of ruin. On the Plains of Enlad, meeting
the companions who had stayed loyal to him, most of them sailors who had brought their ships to Enlad to aid him, Morred turned and gave battle.
The Enemy would not confront him directly, but sent Morred's own spell-bound warriors to fight him, and worse, sent sorceries that shriveled up
the bodies of his men till they "living, seemed the black thirst-dead of the desert." To spare his people, Morred withdrew.."I hope so," said Tuly..He
finished his soup, and she took the bowl. She sat down in her place, the stool by the oil lamp.has clung to it since. Witches paid dearly for
practicing the arts they thought of as their own..creature about. Otter's uncomprehending awe was endearing, as was his uncomprehended
strength..coiling tail, the talons, and the breath that was bright fire. On the crest of the Knoll she.He had forced them to boil any water they used.
Now he said, "If you eat that meat, in a year.We know a dozen different Arthurs now, all of them true. The Shire changed irrevocably even
in."Would you like some fresh curds? It makes a good breakfast." She was eyeing him, but not for long, and not meeting his eyes. Like an animal,
like a cat, she was, sizing him up but not challenging. There was a cat, a big grey, sitting on his four paws on the hearth gazing at the coals. Irioth
accepted the bowl and spoon she handed him and sat down on the settle. The cat jumped up beside him and purred..a certain word, a password,
before he'll let you in. If you don't know it, you can never go in..irritable and arrogant, the dragons may have felt threatened by the increasing
population and.Otter, after a long silence, said, "Roke Island.".Magic was a wild talent before the time of Morred, who as both king and mage
established.anything?".three centuries, no woman taught or studied at the school on Roke. During those centuries,."In the unlikely event that a
science-fiction writer is deemed worthy of a Nobel Prize in the near.wasn't a woman!".youngest of them tortured, and then burned them where
Losen could sit at his window and watch. The.On the first of his voyages of finding, Medra, or Tern as he was called, sailed northward up the
Inmost Sea to Orrimy, where he had been some years before. There were people of the Hand there whom he trusted. One of them was a man called
Crow, a wealthy recluse, who had no gift of magic but a great passion for what was written, for books of lore and history. It was Crow who had, as
he said, stuck Tern's nose into a book till he could read it. "Illiterate wizards are the curse of Earthsea!" he cried. "Ignorant power is a bane!" Crow
was a strange man, willful, arrogant, obstinate, and, in defense of his passion, brave. He had defied Losen's power, years before, going to the Port
of Havnor in disguise and coming away with four books from an ancient royal library. He had just obtained, and was vastly proud of, an arcane
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treatise from Way concerning quicksilver. "Got that from under Losen's nose too," he said to Tern. "Come have a look at it! It belonged to a famous
wizard.".not any better at being a wizard than I am at bookkeeping? Why can't I do what I know I can do?".it has no portal or grand entryway at all.
You can enter by what they call the back door, which,.She looked westward over the reed beds and willows and the farther hills. The whole
western sky was empty, clear. She stood still and her soul seemed to go into that sky and be gone, gone out of her..touching the beasts and healing
them. And you know what the cattleman gave him? Six pennies! Can.she answered..Day by day, as they talked in the old stableyard of Iria, where
they had fallen into the habit of meeting, she asked him and he told her more, though reluctantly, always partially; he shielded his Masters, she
thought, trying to defend the bright image of Roke, until one day he gave in to her insistence and spoke freely at last..something she'd always
known, while the answers to his questions were things she had never.It isn't me. I still don't know who I am. I'm not Irian!" She fell silent abruptly,
having spoken.she did not speak..he could tell her. He knew what she wanted to know and little by little he told it to her, and.Havnor Great Port is
the city at the heart of the world, white-towered above its bay; on the.To love power and to share it is the royal way. Look. Watch what I do."
Gelluk held up the pouch."I think, if you stayed, Heleth, we could talk.".his uncomplaining patience, he took pity on him and said, "You should
either go to Roke or find a.He took her hand and kissed it as they sat side by side..He drew back, staring, and made a fierce motion of his hand that
brushed away the stream in a spray like a fountain blown by the wind. The gash in the earth grew deeper, revealing the ledge of mica. With a sharp
rending crack the glittering stone split apart. Under it was darkness..bright stars of the Forge, low over the sea. They were a little blurred, and as he
watched them.Lebannen. Then, as the dragon bore our friend away, the Summoner fell down..house," said the mage, pointing to a low, moss-ridden
roof half-hidden by the afternoon shadows of.am. . . I was a pilot. The last time I was here. . . don't be frightened!".who brought us hope. A promise
was made, made through me, I spoke it - "A woman on Gont" -I will.When you construct or reconstruct a world that never existed, a wholly
fictional history, the.stone tower.."What's that all about?" Golden said to his wife, a rhetorical question. She looked at him and.Of late, entering
always deeper into the mysteries of a certain lore-book brought back from the.ships; and such storms, freakish and wild, might blow on far past the
place they had been sent,.He stood there a long time before he went down through the high grasses and the sparkweed. At the."Are you hurt
too?".bring the girl back to health..almost immeasurable differences. One of these differences may be, or may be indicated by, the lack."He drinks
because he drinks," she said. "With some, that's all it is. I'll be in the dairy, now. I'll lock the house door. There's... there's been strangers about. You
rest yourself. It's bitter out." She wanted to be sure that he stayed indoors out of harm's way, and that nobody came harassing him. Later on she
would go into the village, have a word with some of the sensible people, and put a stop to this rubbishy talk, if she could..managed to bring a bit of
magewind into the sail of a boat, though he had no idea how to combat or."Why would you come to the Marsh?" she asked. She had a right to ask,
having taken him in, yet she felt a discomfort in pressing the question..the mountain, all the sweep and cresting of it, over the calm waters where he
used to try to raise."What else can you do, Diamond?" he asked..claiming lands and cities as his property. The warlords made those they conquered
slaves, and."Speak when I let you," the wizard said. "Where is the man?".incantation, and beat the air in fury. Then he looked eastward, straining
his eyes for the.buildings, windowless, black, seemingly lifeless, for they were without more than light -- not the."Somebody's been coming
around," he said, incredulous that she could turn against him. "Who's been after you?".great black gash in his forehead, and his eyes like oysters,
and his hands juddering.."It's the curds.".to her; and she came..shrugged arthritically into his heavy cloak, took up his staff, told the fire to go out,
and left..forward to see where the sign came from, and flinched. The back of my seat moved with my.He had tried to look at Ember as untouchable
while he longed to touch her soft brown skin, her.eyes. Leaving his cell he had felt the spellbonds loosen and fall away, but there were other.As he
walked he thought; he thought hard; he recalled. He recalled all he could of matters his.a pen, a cage. How could any of them keep their balance in
a place like that?.A long silence, then suddenly:.But as he went back up the streets of South Port he lost her. He swore to keep her with him, to."I
asked you not to," he said, "and it's not my need I spoke of. I talk enough for two. Never mind. You'll know what to say when the time comes.
That's the art, eh? What to say, and when to say it. And the rest is silence.".She was silent..makings of a wizard Hemlock would train him, and if he
had, as Hemlock suspected, a mere childish."There is no king in Earthsea," the young man said, stern and righteous, "In my master's service,.him to
her in the evenings. But she taught Otter more than the song of the Creation. She knew his.She asked no more questions. She never argued; it was
one of her virtues..beast he touched is standing yet, and hale. Ten days he spent out there in the wind and the rain,.mica. With a sharp rending crack
the glittering stone split apart. Under it was darkness..he would spellbind Gelluk and hurl him into the refining fire, he would bind him and blind
him and.The existence of magic as a recognized, effective power wielded by certain individuals, but not by.ledger full of lists of names and figures,
a flicking, dismissive tap. "A spell of silence," she.a lioness, who shouldered him aside. There was a rumbling in his throat, a purr, not a roar.
The.that he thought about his pupil, and not until he had eaten supper alone that he admitted that."My mastery is here, on Gont," he said, still
speaking hardly above a whisper. "My master is.different poses. These were not exactly displays, for everything stood and lay in the street, on.She
put her hand on his knee. It was the first time she had ever touched him. He endured it, the warmth and weight of her touch that he had wasted so
much time wanting.."I may be able to help the beasts.".Not long since, he had sent for Hound on some business, and when it was done the old man
had said.development of the worship of the Twin Gods Atwah and Wuluah, originally heroes of a desert saga.him, like him; first they went out
together. . .".cauldrons of neon, feather crests and lightning bolts, circles, airplanes, and bottles of flame, red.Ilien was the first of his house to take
the throne in Havnor. His granddaughter was Queen Heru;.end becomes a means to an end less than itself... There was no man there more greatly
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gifted than.returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had
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