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? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal..48. The Thief and the Money-Changer ccxliv.When I
had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none answered me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed
she had taken my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my
handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I suffered somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode
looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it;
whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God done with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came
down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes
come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my
life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the
privities..? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..A Damsel made for love
and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and
slain..This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four
thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his
clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he
returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king.
El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and
exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".?STORY OF
THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er
Rehwan.? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious neighbour's hate..My secret is
disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old
woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the
old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is
night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she
would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of
Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I
know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to
her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen,
'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to
her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es
Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a
patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour,
concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and
obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following verses:.The Twenty-Second Night of the Month..?STORY
OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS FAIR DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE POOR OLD MAN..So she did this and fair fortune aided
her and the Divine favour was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter.
However, she repeated her speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her,
and she cited him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he
availed not to turn her from her purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the
Muslims; either I shall turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and
acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent
unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her,
and thou hast done this again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught,
but needs must she have thy company and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the
sayings of the sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me
this night and to-morrow morning come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her
also!'.When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk
of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me
in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then
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there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I; Amongst the
fragrant flow'rets there's none with me can vie..When the king heard this, he said, "I will not isolate myself from the folk and slay my vizier." And
he bade him depart to his dwelling..After three days, the old woman came to him and bringing him the [thousand dinars, the] price of the stuffs,
demanded the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold of her and carried her to the prefect of the city; and when she came before the Cadi, he
said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou must come a second time?" Quoth she, "I am of those who seek their salvation
(123) in the cities, and we foregather every month; and yesterday we foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me to] lay hold of them?" asked the prefect;
and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will have dispersed. So I will deliver them to thee to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;"
and she said, "Send with me one who shall go with me to them and obey me in that which I shall say to him, and all that I bid him he shall give ear
unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and she took them and bringing them to a certain door, said to them, "Stand at this
door, and whoso cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and obedience," answered they and
stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden them, but none came out to them
and their standing was prolonged. When they were weary of waiting, they went up to the door and smote upon it heavily and violently, so that they
came nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and was absent a long while, but found nought; so he returned to his comrades and said to
them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and went away."When they heard his
words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a crafty trickstress and that she had
laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this woman and that which she contrived
of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending that his conduct was but a trick; yet,
when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'.? ? ? ? ? Since thou hast looked on her, mine eye, be easy, for
by God Nor mote nor ailment needst thou fear nor evil accident..? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dccccviii.The king marvelled, he and his
company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou
hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to
me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the
king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with
his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him,
gentle or simple.'.? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse
dccccxcix.? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us again, in despite of our foes!.Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i.
53..Presently, in came the draper, at the hour of evening prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old woman had prayed, looked about him
and espied the turban. He knew it [for that which he had that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of the case, wherefore anger appeared in
his face and he was wroth with his wife and reviled her and abode his day and his night, without speaking to her, what while she knew not the
cause of his anger. Then she looked and seeing the turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning thereon, understood that his anger was
on account of this and concluded that he was wroth because it was burnt..Next morning, he again took up the bier and went round with it as before,
in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of those who had given alms on account of the supposed dead man on the previous day,
met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat them and took the [supposed] dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward
[of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they bought him a
shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the appointed prayers and portions of the
Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the washing and
went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the funeral..If I must
die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the
air,.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O
Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh
to win thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the
young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these
three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to
my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".? ? ? ? ? God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears
straightway mine eyes were fraught;.'A great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of
considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As
for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a
parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the
water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on
thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his
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bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he
loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238)
cxxi.? ? ? ? ? No rest is there for me, no life wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to please me, night or day..65. The Loves of
the Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.When the morning morrowed, the king
went forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and
captains of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a
dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with
Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's
daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his
wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never
again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft.
Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".? ? ? ? ? Her eye is
sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind, that nothing may assain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's
Fifth Brother clx.? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart, found it
fluttering like a doveling and the life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and
beckoning to her maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady,"
answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised her hand
from under the coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat talking till
a third part of the night was past..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.All this while Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he said to
her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto
us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and became like
unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for
the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy
head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou
shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him
and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still
dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life! Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival
and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out
on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn? But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have
betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister
Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no regard for thy life?'.So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and said
to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale
of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el
Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times and she
still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him such and
such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none seeketh
her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her and see
her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness that is
upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.'
So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave
frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New
Cairo Police dciv.Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by
thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How
dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan
(129) and it was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the
counsel of the viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he
should presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God
be the praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he
reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house,
and every day thou hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".When the
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troops entered Baghdad, each of them alighted in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart in a place near the Tigris and commanded to
slaughter for the troops, each day, that which should suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them bread and spread the tables. So the folk ceased
not to come to him and eat of his banquet. Moreover, all the people of the country came to him with presents and rarities and he requited them
many times the like of their gifts, so that the lands were filled with his tidings and the report of him was bruited abroad among the folk of the
deserts and the cities..130. Abulhusn ed Durraj and Abou Jaafer the Leper cccclxxxi.? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.Then said he to
Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again
will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be
upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce
propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the
guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech.
Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food
and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave
and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.When came the time
[of the accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years
should be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking
refuge in the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion
made for the boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured
her, whilst the boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth
thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of
them..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O
my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I
held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to
me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O
youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and
El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It
is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for
himself..? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us instead of thee..Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son
and the Ogress dlxxxi.?THE NINTH OFFICER'S STORY..So Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him
and related to him his story from beginning to end, till the time of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the
place and fallen into the hands of the cook and that which had betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and
shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the cook had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had
married the princess and become king and how life was not pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in
with him a second time and acquainted her with that which had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..? ? ? ? ? My
patience underneath the loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear..Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich
Man who married his Fair, i. 247..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..When King Shah Bekht heard this story, it pleased
him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.Accordingly, one night, when they were alone
with the king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself,
'These are young boys, not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from some one, they
had not spoken with each other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned
Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It
behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what
behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these
things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king
dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast him therein..43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.Now Ishac had returned
to his house upon an occasion that presented itself to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had
never heard in the world, for that it was [soft] as the breeze and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance
overcame him, and he fell down aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what
was to do. She found her lord Ishac lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in
God's name, O my lord, tell me, hath aught befallen thee?' When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? '
Quoth she, 'I am thy slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee
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and remembered thee not till now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou
hast redoubled in beauty and lovesomeness. But was it thou who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I,
O my lord.'.17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh
kissing her, and with her her three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced
in them with the utmost joy and they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her
purchase by the Mughrebi to that of her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to
Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the
season of sundown drew near and the day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the
prayer of sundown, that He would reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel
rogues enjoy all benefit..The Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of his
boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of
smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was
wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried
her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the lute; and if she pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's
palace..? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy hair..Thereupon the
folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on]
till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head;
whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to
ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover,
he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and
conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did him
homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.19. The Sparrow and
the Peacock clii.? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and
banisheth sorrow and bale;.Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..When the night darkened on her, she called
him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from
food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without
recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for
her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him,
"Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I
questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks
nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath
foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of
him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her
sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..?THE SECOND
OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy
spright.."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the
craft of women and their wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds
and colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than
it. Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath
moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help
for it but that he must break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that
return to their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all
folk.".? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clviii.Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told
him that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my
bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king
returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.'
Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and
wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth
galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.'
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Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".The Khalif laughed at his speech and
said, "By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my
lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the
other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and
with the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and good
cheer, till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon
whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I found no
avail in one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of
my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee
off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain any,
except one night, after which I would never again salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should
recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee, after this night.".? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in
praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened
anew..Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their
[landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the
house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they
decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac
returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and
thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing,
teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in
the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and
her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked
on her..Then she went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and I found her as she were the full moon. I brought her what I had by me
of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and indeed it is what I
sought' And she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled with musk, and she
washed her hands and abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the parcel that she had with her a shirt and
trousers and an upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the favourites of the
Khalif, and we are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as she would have him; and none is without a lover
save myself, wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth each night with
one of us, whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me on such a day,
when do thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee a [certain]
word, to wit, "Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.'.?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..? ?
? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber, saying to
her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O Commander of the
Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed the earth and recited
the following verses:.Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the
strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport.
Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a
reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return
him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this
letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his
letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper
and wrote the following verses:.?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..In
every rejoicing a boon (240) midst the singers and minstrels am I, ii. 258.? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut
thy memory from my spright..When the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may
look into his affair."
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