
The Survey Of Western Palestine Jerusalem

THE SURVEY OF WESTERN PALESTINE JERUSALEM
Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare And left us to endure estrangement and

despair..Picture, The Prince who fell in love with the, i. 256..Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was

rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up

with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging

of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him

and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and

said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he

commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my

life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was

useless.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..Therewithal the king bade all his officers go round about in the

thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers whom they found there. So they went forth and brought him much

people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait. When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier make proclamation

that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So the poor man came forward and kissing the earth

before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she is?" "Yes,"

answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a slave-girl [and

he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the world, without

fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and behold it hath

been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a foreordained (61) decree." (62).38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour ccv.Vizier

Er Rehwan, King Shah Bekht and his, i. 215..Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the

trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself

before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had

cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well

versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock

and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and

acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show

it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value,

deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket

belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for

me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".As I was passing one day in the market, I found

that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I

followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on

thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land unheeded goes, but, when

It comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men delight..Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out

concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall

know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and

drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the

boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from

death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.Then he

carried him to his house and stripping him of his clothes, clad him in rags; after which he called an old woman, who was his stewardess, and said to

her. 'Take this youth and clap on his neck this iron chain and go round about with him in all the thoroughfares of the city; and when thou hast made

an end of this, go up with him to the palace of the king.' And he said to the youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak not a syllable,

but acquaint me with her place and thou shall owe her deliverance to none but me.' The youth thanked him and went with the old woman on such

wise as the chamberlain bade him. She fared on with him till they entered the city [and made the round thereof]; after which she went up to the

palace of the king and fell to saying, 'O people of affluence, look on a youth whom the devils take twice in the day and pray for preservation from

[a like] affliction!' And she ceased not to go round about with him till she came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace, whereupon the slave-girls

came out to look upon him and when they saw him they were amazed at his beauty and grace and wept for him..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she

shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love

without peer, iii. 21..Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..As for the king, he arose in haste and
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disguising himself, repaired to the house of Firouz and knocked at the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I

am the king, thy husband's master." So she opened the door and he entered and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek

refuge [with God] from this visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy husband's master and

methinks thou knowest me not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that which thou seekest

and that thou art my husband's lord. I understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses,

in reference to thy case:.As stated In the Prefatory Note to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," four printed Editions (of which three

are more or less complete) exist of the Arabic text of the original work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and

Calcutta (1814-18). The first two are, for purposes of tabulation, practically identical, one whole story only, (222) of those that occur in the

Calcutta (1839-42) Edition, (which is the most complete of all,) being omitted from that of Boulac; and I have, therefore, given but one Table of

Contents for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though differing widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, resembles

them in containing the full number (a thousand and one) of Nights, whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a fragment, comprising only the first

two hundred Nights and the Voyages of Sindbad, as a separate Tale..Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..As they

were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant,

behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's

eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth

thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her."

And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she

was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene

in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they

hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and the Khalif

Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians

and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the

midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following verses:.The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my

heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to

me than the empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at

the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the

Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and

found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy

household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded

in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou

and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful,

what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself

to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of

Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return,

seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will

return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the

Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath

betided him after thee.'.?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..Meanwhile, the

eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and

thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he

related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and

assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his

kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place,

wherein we may have sanctuary.".It befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him

friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst

they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among

his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the

most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him

the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars

therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by
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such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who

were present also] disputed together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that

which passed between them..When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So

he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army

to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them.

Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When

the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it

befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his

joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of

standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and cause

me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This

is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning

waxeth, my heart consoleth me With hopes of thine enjoyment in all security..Officer's Story, The Tenth, ii. 172..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the

Serpent dcccciii.2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him,

misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in

attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!"

Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream

that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than

the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt

go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles

Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands

no rigour I resent..? ? ? ? ? I see yon like unto mankind in favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in fashion and in deed..As for King

Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and she was magnified in his

eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I

have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she might adduce to me

manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road, [I had come to

perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then

sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed

with delight at your view;.? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the eye..Presently,

the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen

two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the

two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my

sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?'

And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the

merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have

destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over

them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round

about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing

yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next night came, the king abode

on wake; watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the doorway. When the king

saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee favour more than any

else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command it, we will

strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot

quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison him,

whilst he himself returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..? ? ? ? ? Ye've drowned me in the sea of love for

you; my heart Denies to be consoled for those whom I adore..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.The Vicar of the Lord of

the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of his boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en Nedim el

Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the Faithful's

love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing and

singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the lute;
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and if she pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's palace..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks

her cheeks do overcloud! She slays me with her cruelty, so fair she is and proud..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.? ? ? ? ?

"Knoweth my loved one when I see her at the lattice high Shine as the sun that flameth forth in heaven's blue demesne?".When she had made an

end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well

done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh

abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their

wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh,

without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of

rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El

Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..Envy and Malice, Of, i. 125..It is said that El

Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not;

so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by

Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse

me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the

Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of

commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I

incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the

wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I

bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the

despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had

importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the

place and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me."

So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat

from his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he

returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should

see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand I raise,

though my spirit should long for the fare;.Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND

?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him and made

Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and took the spear and sallied

out in person and fought a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the king and his army returned in

triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed about with this vast army, yet

dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of learning and

deemest that victory is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah, then, thou

errest in this thy belief! Woe and again woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only for adornment and

majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and an enemy came out

against me with eight hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in God;

so he defeated me and routed me and I was put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who had]

withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I joined myself to him and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all that had befallen me.

Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest thy trust in the

multitude of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it is He [alone] who

advantageth and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and repented at the

hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their intents be changed

from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and gathering together

those who remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the shamefullest wise,

whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but [trusting] in His

aid.'.20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take

the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following

verses:.?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? k. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dccccvii.Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to

her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her, "By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed,"

answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold

the-survey-of-western-palestine-jerusalem.pdf

Page 4/11



The Survey Of Western Palestine Jerusalem

strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him, whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O

Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest,

thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I

Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he. "Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of

the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become

Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O

Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!"

And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his case..Then he dealt the boy a cuff and he let go his

ear, whereupon Aboulhusn put off his clothes and abode naked, with his yard and his arse exposed, and danced among the slave-girls. They bound

his hands and he wantoned among them, what while they [well-nigh] died of laughing at him and the Khalif swooned away for excess of laughter.

Then he came to himself and going forth to Aboulhusn, said to him, "Out on thee, O Aboulhusn! Thou slayest me with laughter." So he turned to

him and knowing him, said to him, "By Allah, it is thou slayest me and slayest my mother and slewest the sheikhs and the Imam of the

Mosque!".Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they

made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most

delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all

that hath come down to as of their story.".7. Story of the Hunchback ci.When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar commanded to spread the

tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the folk that they should come up

to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So great and small came up unto him and

they abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up with his brother and acquainted him with

that which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past] and told him what he had heard from her of

saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues and histories and odes and verses; whereat

King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to wife, so we may be two own brothers to

two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the means of the discovering of that which befell

thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise

in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of

my heart; So trust in my speech, for the generous are true and trusty still..? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare and leave your land behind; So

take your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's Story cxliv.When the evening evened, the king let call his

vizier and he presented himself before him, whereupon he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and

obedience. Know, O king. that.Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his

heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and

abode there the next day..? ? ? ? ? The best of all religions your love is, for in you Are love and life made easeful, untroubled and sincere..The

company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then

came forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor,

for it is rarer than this and stranger..? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished

sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I except a drowsy fair. (137).? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife

dcccclxxxviii.The Sixth Day.Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the

Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with

all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and

what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against

him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither

recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.Then they

arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh,

sing to us, by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been

occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Were my

affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..Then he gave me the present and letter and

money for my expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other

merchants and we sailed days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and

went up to the city, where I carried the letter and present to the king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him.

When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which

we behold thee once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an
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exceeding joy; after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and

thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present

and the letter and he read the latter and accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..So the youth obeyed his father's

commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this

fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I

know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him

for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer

answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could

do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance,

such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.95.

Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.When the prince came before him, he sought of him his daughter in marriage, and the king said,

'Indeed, thou art her equal, but none dare name a man to her, because of her aversion to men.' So the prince pitched his tents under the windows of

the princess's palace, till one day he got hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore. Quoth she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?'

'Yes,' answered he and acquainted her with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then he abode, flattering himself with false

hopes, till all that he had with him was gone and the servants fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in whom he trusted, 'I am minded to go to

my country and fetch what may suffice me and return hither.' And the other answered, 'It is for thee to decide.' So they set out to return, but the way

was long to them and all that the prince had with him was spent and his company died and there abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what

remained of the victual and they left the rest and fared on. Then there came out a lion and ate the servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on,

till his beast stood still, whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till his feet swelled..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story

dccccxxxii.Conclusion..I went out one night to the house of one of my friends and when it was the middle of the night, I sallied forth alone [to go

home]. When I came into the road, I espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle dried up; but I feigned myself drunken and

staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and left and made as if I saw not the thieves,

who followed me till I reached my house and knocked at the door, when they went away..Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the

Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.When Jaafer saw him, his reason was like to depart for shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been

deceived by the likeness of the name; and Abdulmelik also perceived how the case stood and confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he

put on a cheerful favour and said, "No harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these dyed clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put

it on and sat discoursing cheerily with Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he, "Give us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a pint and

he said, "Be ye indulgent with us, for we have no wont of this." Then he chatted and jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint

ceased from him and his shamefastness, and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the

other, "I come (may God amend thee!) on three occasions, whereof I would have thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the

amount of a thousand thousand dirhems, (151) which I would have discharged; secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a province,

whereby his rank may be raised; and thirdly, I would fain have thee marry him to a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a

match for her." And Jaafer said, "God accomplished! unto thee these three occasions. As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as

for the government, I make thy son viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the

Commander of the Faithful, at a dowry of such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of God the Most High.".Now it was the enemy's wont, at

every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end

of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was

[God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds

dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he

thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding

upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he

came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been

imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought him off alive..? ? ? ? ? b. The

Cook's Story (238) cxxi.When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her,

'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen

Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O

Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64) dishevelled

widows plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.? ? ? ? ? "How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A

word wherein the wise a lesson well might trace;.? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can

assain or what medicament?.So she gave him all that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a
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hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in

the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none

other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls

with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to

thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a

good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason

of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this

bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.Trust in God, Of, 114..Then the king

acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they all

marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt

deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they

rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of

looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".Then came her

brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us before the

king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth

the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit;

but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him,

"What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath

he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi,

"What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion;

wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".When the

appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set apart for his officers a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and

El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they

ate; and when the cup went round amongst them and their hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and

discovered their secrets from concealment. The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed

with the love of women; and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me

aforetime. Know that.81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.When

he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the

princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to

return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never

again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me."

And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave

not over going till she came to the house of El Abbas..She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that

my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station

rank high..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your

sight..?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.The Eighth Day..? ? ? ? ? I am filled

full of longing pain and memory and dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S

STORY..? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".The kings

and all those who were present rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and kissing her hand, said to

her, 'There abideth but little of the night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the wedding (203) and the

circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the garden for the rest of the

night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and carried her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale and mocking-bird and

ringdove and curlew (204) and other than these of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were of gold and silver and

the water thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the Garden of Eden.

(206).Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the Most High,

trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their treasuries of

jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other than the

people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she was

clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He! Then

he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the people of
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their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months' space, at the end of

which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..When it was the time of the

evening meal, the king repaired to the sitting-chamber and summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and the vizier said,

"They avouch, O king, that.The old man laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So

he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want

this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of

music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the

wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy

favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and

obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took

his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the singing..? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other

kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for my sight!.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.She laughed and

answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought

me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me

with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she

reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided

his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of

money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master

sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to

the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and

exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy

me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I

was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a

step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.Now the old

woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she

arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell

that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O

thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin

and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined

unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..The Fourteenth Night of the Month..Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and

taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed,

whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I

have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to

him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the

woman in another..? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire straightway..? ? ? ? ? I am content, for him I

love, to all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and who will, let him chide..? ? ? ? ? His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay: Of those

that him did visit she was, as sick he lay..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the

taste of sleep's delight..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the [promised] story; so he said, "It is well.

Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry

plight..55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.Therewithal the cook equipped his brother and freighting him a ship, embarked therein

merchandise. Then he committed Selim unto him and they set out and departed with the ship. God decreed them safety, so that they arrived [in due

course] at the first city [of the land of Hind], the which is known as El Mensoureh, and cast anchor there. Now the king of that city had died,

leaving a daughter and a widow, who was the quickest-witted of women and gave out that the girl was a boy, so that the kingship might be

stablished unto them. The troops and the amirs doubted not but that the case was as she avouched and that the princess was a male child; so they

obeyed her and the queen mother took order for the matter and used to dress the girl in man's apparel and seat her on the throne of the kingship, so

that the folk might see her. Accordingly, the grandees of the kingdom and the chief officers of the realm used to go in to her and salute her and do

her service and go away, nothing doubting but she was a boy..56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.When his sister Selma heard

what he said, she could no longer contain herself, but cast herself upon him and discovered to him her case. When he knew her, he threw himself

upon her [and lay without life] awhile; after which he came to himself and said, 'Praised be God, the Bountiful, the Beneficent!' Then they

complained to each other of that which they had suffered for the anguish of separation, whilst Selim's wife abode wondered at this and Selma's
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patience and constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and thanked her for her fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O my lady, all that we are in of gladness

is of thy blessing alone; so praised be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!' Then they abode all three in joy and happiness and delight three

days, sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad in the city that the king had found his brother, who was lost years agone..?STORY OF

THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE..Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in, i. 247..? ? ?

? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of

affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased

from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her

not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with

evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..Quoth Selma to

Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the issue to which it may lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his

actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied themselves with devising how they should turn away their

mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which she saw in their eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of

wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through

this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us

the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore,

methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and

wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go forth this night from this land

and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent from the eye is absent from the

heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.? ? ? ? ? And if a creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all that breathe

were surely first and sole..? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..? ? ? ? ? bb. The

King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii
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