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"The man'sawizard, or nearly," said Rose the witch, "a Roke wizard! Y ou must not ask him.the harbor, the piers, the fishing boats, only when he
was outdoors and away from Hemlock and his.Chanter's task is the preservation and teaching of al the oral deeds, lays, songs, etc., and the."| can't
stop,” she said, and started to walk again..Of late, entering always deeper into the mysteries of a certain lore-book brought back from the Isle of
Way by one of Losen's raiders, Gelluk had become indifferent to most of the arts he had learned or had discovered for himself. The book convinced
him that all of them were only shadows or hints of a greater mastery. As one true element controlled all substances, one true knowledge contained
all others. Approaching ever closer to that mastery, he understood that the crafts of wizards were as crude and false as L osen's title and rule. When
he was one with the true element, he would be the one true king. Alone among men he would speak the words of making and unmaking. He would
have dragons for his dogs..what he ought to have said. He did not want to encourage the boy to spend any more time on music,.receiving comfort.
Rose extracted, dropped, and spat on the last maggot, and said, "Just hand me.truths, immutable simplicities.."If somebody could talk to her people
there, they'd get word to her. Her brother, Littleash, used.He was angry then, very angry, a hungry man whose food is snatched from his hand. He
summoned the man Tern to reappear, but he did not know his true name and had no hold of heart or mind on him. The summons went
unanswered..going all untuned and hoarse. Golden had hoped that that was the end of his singing, but the boy.seems we may have left out a good
deal worth knowing. Thiskind of thing-There! There again-".There's no truth in this tale but one, which is that indeed one of the first Masters of
Roke opened and entered a great cavern. But though the roots of Roke are the roots of all the islands, that cavern was not on Roke..She was looking
down at her hands, clasped now on her knees. In the faint reddish glow of the.smiled at Otter. "Don't you?'.She was alittle drunk, |
thought..pedestrian. Between black silhouettes was a glow, which | thought might be a hotel. It was only.These kings and queens had some
knowledge of the Old Speech and of magery. Some of them were certainly wizards, or had wizards to advise or help them. But magic in The Deed
of Enlad is an erratic force, not to be relied on. Morred was the first man, and the first king, to be called Mage..asked, fascinated, when she saw it,
and when he answered with alaugh, "Rosemary," she laughed."l didn't know what | was doing," he said. "Sometimes it worked, sometimes it
didn't.".witch's son from inland Havnor. The most beloved hero of the Archipelago, his story istold in The."Our problem iswith men," Veil said,
"if you'll forgive me, dear brother. Men are of more account to other men than women and children are. We might have fifty witches here and
they'll pay little heed. But if they knew we had five men of power, they'd seek to destroy us again.".order, and to keep contradictions and
discrepancies at aminimum while | was writing these. The Old Speech, or Language of the Making, with which Segoy created the idlands of
Earthsea at the."He's not too well," she said, speaking low. "He was curing the cattle away out east over the.He walked down the straggling street
of Purewells to Sans house, which was about midway, opposite the tavern. San, a hardbitten man in his thirties, was talking to aman on his
doorstep, a stranger. When they saw Irioth they looked uneasy. San went into his house and the stranger followed..showing, asit rose, a bottom
riddled with lights. But perhaps that leviathan shape was the.where fifty or sixty sheep grazed the short, bright turf, and now stood near the stream.
That.your risk in this venture?'.now here | was flying. Thisfinal journey was to end in fifteen minutes..Ayeth's stare grew more insolent as he
watched Irioth stammer. He began to say something to San,.wiped her down all over, put the saddle blanket back on her, and made sure she was
standing in the.She lived with Medrain his small house not far from the Net House, though she spent many days.it was definitely the better plan to
be honest. What Master did you speak of ?'.to Endlane, where the mother lived. Early rummaged in their cloudy, witless minds, had the.daves for
his lord on another island. If they sent a child with him to give it opportunity, or.None of the mages answered him. In the silence, the men with him
murmured, and a voice among them.clearly know its meaning. Great spells are made wholly in the Old Speech, and are understood as.mud and
reeds, with one vague, boggy path to the water, and no track on that but goat-hoofs. The.His dreams of her were never of her yielding to him, but of
himself yielding to afierce,.The ocean, however, is older than the islands; so say the songs..they sat side by side dangling their legs over the
tailgate, with six great halftuns of wine.forest, tall, awkward, fearless; she had put aside the thorny arms of brambles with her big,."Do you think
that's true?"' he asked..gesture.."What could you do from outside?'.reached dry ground and coarse grass, and heard the buzz of midges and crickets.
He sat down then.never had, such as mastery over the wizards who served

him..file:///D)/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/harry/D...20%20L eGuin%20-%20T al es¥%20From%20Earthsea.txt (5 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].balm'sjust pig fat, I'd swear. Well, so, he says to Otak, you're taking my business. And maybe.aboard her. My hands wouldn't do it. So | did
what | could. | made her go her own way. Not his.Quite early on, impatient with wooing her massive physical indifference, he had worked up a
charm, a sorcerer's seduction-spell of which he was contemptuous even as he made it, though he knew it was effective. He cast it on her while she
was, characteristically, mending a cow's halter. The result had not been the melting eagernessit had produced in girls he had used it on in Havnor
and Thwil. Dragonfly had gradually become silent and sullen. She ceased asking her endless questions about Roke and did not answer when he
spoke. When he very tentatively approached her, taking her hand, she struck him away with a blow to the head that left him dizzy. He saw her
stand up and stride out of the stableyard without aword, the ugly hound she favoured trotting after her. It looked back at him with agrin.."What do
you think?".She brought them to a house at the end of alane. It had been a handsome place once, two stories built of stone, but was half empty,
defaced, window frames and facing stones pulled out of it. They crossed a courtyard with awell init. She knocked at a side door, and a girl opened
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it..When he showed signs of reviving during the journey, one of them bashed him on the head, remarking.light a fire or douse it with aword. He
could make pots and pans fly through the air. He could.to do it, making the spell very carefully. It was the reversal of afinding charm: alosing
charm,.Early did not punish Hound for hisfailure, but he remembered it. He was not used to failures and did not like them. He did not like what
Hound told him about this boy, Otter, and he remembered it..summer fruits. "What have you learned?" she asked Medrain her cool, gentle way,
and he answered,.motionless. They had let me have my way too easily. Even Oswamm did not oppose my decision.and the dragonlords. Maybe he
was ateller or asinger? But no; the murrain, he had said.."l think | do."."l have to have asingle heart. | can't play the harp while I'm bargaining
with amule-breeder. |.it has no portal or grand entryway at all. Y ou can enter by what they call the back door, which,. With age Hound had come to
look his name, wrinkled, with along nose and sad eyes. He sniffed and.the Language of the Making. But this may not be so, since the dragons do
not use them, and if they.What do | want? she asked herself, and the answer came not in words but throughout her whole body and soul: thefire, a
greater fire than that, the flight, the flight burning -."Y ou must find the true womb, the bellybag of the Earth, that holds the pure moonseed. Did
you.they gagged him and bound his arms behind him. "Now you won't weave charms nor speak spells,.Down. Faster. Gold squares of lights.
Inside, crowds, foam on glasses, an almost black."At least have abath!" she said..She looked up at him, her sharp, strong face softened by the
shadowy lantern-light. "If it was only to make love you brought me here, Ivory," she said, "we can do that. If you still want to.”.When he came
home he had a three-year-old daughter with him. He turned her over to the housekeeper."What Master?*.architecture on all sides appeared to
consist in motion aone, in change, and even what | had."Look at that,” said the woman. "He's not friendly with most folk.".In Losen's service was a
man who called himself Hound, because, as he said, he had a nose for."Y our leaves and shadows tell you nothing?'.might make a good prentice,
here in the palace. Maybe he could go to Roke &fter all, for Early was."Hah!" said Golden. "Well! | will say I'm glad of it, son." He ate a small
porkpie in one.Reluctant, he stepped forward, barefoot and bare-legged; he had rolled up his cloak into his pack.moment, and then turned aside and
ran lightly down along, steep slope into darkness..In Endlane and the villages round the foot of Onn on Havnor, women spinning and weaving sing
a.Golden reassured him that the wizard had actually said so, though of course what kind or a gift remained to be seen. The boy's modesty was a
great relief to him..Half San's herd was dead. Alder would not say how many head he had lost. The bodies of cattle were.He thought he had raised
his hand in a spell to stop her, but he had not raised his hand, and she.a while she would begin to have fond thoughts of the cow barn and the
mother from whom she still.then slowly turned her wrist and opened her hand palm out, asif in offering. He had seen Anieb.have to remember how
to live. How to make light. | have to remember. | have to remember the.dreaded and shunned, magic plays no recognized part in their society. This
inability or refusal to.It was utterly still..the Changer and the pale man both watching her intently..asked Tern to take her to see her family, mother
and sister and two sons; he would leave Mote with."Y ou could go to Roke," he said, his eyes bright with excitement, mischief, daring. Meeting
her."The father and the witch-girl," said Darkrose..Red Mother is born the Allking. From the spittle of a dying Slave is made the silver Seed of . That
gave her pause. She stood silent. "It's the name the witch Rose of my village on Way gave me, in the spring under Iria Hill," she said at last,
standing up and speaking truth..power over him now. He could walk into it and out of it asif it were mere lines painted on the." There'sno harmin
him but the drink, but there's not much left of him but the drink. It's eaten.teacher had spoken of once only and long ago. Strange matters, so
strange he had never known if.accustomed to the dark, was able to discern, from it, the huge outlines of the surrounding.than careless. Plagues and
famines, the failure of springs of water, summers with no rain and.The Master of Iria of Westpool, Birch, didn't own the old house, but he did own
the central and richest lands of the old domain. His father, more interested in vines and orchards than in quarrels with his relatives, had left Birch a
thriving property. Birch hired men to manage the farms and wineries and cooperage and cartage and al, while he enjoyed his wealth. He married
the timid daughter of the younger brother of the Lord of Wayfirth, and took infinite pleasure in thinking that his daughters were of noble
blood..decision that he had taken his own form, but that in touching this ground, this hill, he had.So he came to feel that those hours were true
meetings with her, and he lived for them, without."He's matchmaking," Tuly said, dry, fond..not yet seen itstrue goal. | very strongly advise that
you not take that risk. Write your.Another reason he loved her.." There are good men there," he said. "Great and wise the Archmage certainly was.
But he's gone. And the Masters.. . . Some hold aloof, following arcane knowledge, seeking ever more patterns, ever more names, but using their
knowledge for nothing. Others hide their ambition under the grey cloak of wisdom. Rokeis no longer where power isin Earthsea. That's the Court
in Havnor, now. Roke lives on its great past, defended by a thousand spells against the present day. And inside those spell-walls, what is there?
Quarrelling ambitions, fear of anything new, fear of young men who challenge the power of the old. And at the centre, nothing. An empty
courtyard. The Archmage will never return.”
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