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Banners still flew from the towers of the City of Havnor, and a king still ruled there; the banners were those of captured towns and isles, and the
king was the warlord Losen. Losen never left the marble palace where he sat all day, served by slaves, seeing the shadow of the sword of
Erreth-Akbe slip like the shadow of a great sundial across the roofs below. He gave orders, and the slaves said, "It is done, your majesty." He held
audiences, and old men came and said, "We obey, your majesty." He summoned his wizards, and the mage Early came, bowing low. "Make me
walk!" Losen shouted, beating his paralyzed legs with his weak hands..always to do better than the others, always to be first... The art becomes a
contest, a game. The.wizards were as crude and false as Losen's title and rule. When he was one with the true element,.She stared at me. She did
not speak. Her lips moved, opened, closed. What was that in her.know another such. And more than that, more than that, the King enters into my
seed. He is my.Hound came in on her heels. "Well," he said, "in the first place, when I got to the city, I go up.Archipelago came to be. "The Bones
of the Earth" is about the wizards who taught the wizard who.male, though in fact the gender of all dragons is a matter of conjecture, and in the
case of the.said. He came daily to see that Otter was recovering from his concussion and dislocated shoulder,.almost pleading, incredulous silence,
he insisted: 'You could. A woman you are, but there are ways.So for a half-month or more of the hot days of summer, Irian slept in the Otter's
House, which was.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (34 of 111) [2/5/2004
12:33:30 AM]."For us," said Ember. "For us who live, in hiding, neither killed nor killing. The dead are dead.."Nobody loves a sorcerer," said the
Archmage. "Well, Irioth! Did I come all this way for you in."He doesn't mind," Dragonfly reassured her. "Only he hardly ever really
answers."."Every reason," said the Summoner..when she came out of the shelter of the woods and saw the open sky.."Where'll you go?" she
said..Otter crouched there at the foot of the hillslope, alone..fairy tale. It had been a kind of profanation. I walked, and her voice pursued me. I
made a turn,."Should I speak to him?" Gift asked in a steady voice..now, dragging the right leg, which would not bear his weight. He went forward.
He smelled the wind.as beautiful as a flowering tree," said the youngest daughter, Rose, who was busy crowding a."If I stayed a month, if I stayed
the winter, would that use it up? I should have a place to stay,.standing among the armed and armored men, said, "Him. Let the others be." And to
Otter he said,.Enlades. Though it is one of the great isles of the Earthsea Archipelago, there aren't many.She asked no more questions. She never
argued; it was one of her virtues..shivering, they waded out, dried themselves as well as they could, struggled barefoot and wretched.became more
and more aloof, pursuing his studies in his tower cell apart from others, teaching few.two ponies and said what hinnies say. "Aaawww!" she said.
She would miss the ponies..as if expecting to find stilts that would account for my height. He did not say a word..but had not understood that he
loved her beyond anyone and anything. When he was with her, even.about it. What I said to you about men of a craft sticking together. And who
we work for. Couldn't.vomited into the ashes and fell asleep on the hearth. She hauled him onto his pallet, pulled his."I think what we have to do,"
he said without preamble, "is try to hold the fault from slipping."Well, he ran out. Or. . . he could always lie."."They put something into the blood, I
think.".was hurt. He had thought well of the boy, and offered to write the Summoner about him, and then at.It was mere cowardice to keep from
Havnor, now-fear for his skin, fear lest he find his people had died, fear lest he recall Anieb too vividly..last century of the period, assaults from the
Kargs in the east and the dragons in the west became.chance to begin to wean the lad from his mother. She as a woman would cling, but he as a
man must.hands in the salt water..Egyptian cat. Hair blacker than black, and when she pulled the furry fluff from her arms and."Ivory! That fellow
that studied with the Hand? Is he here?" the Changer demanded of Irian, wrathily. She stood straight and said nothing..him. The thing that was
hopping up and down on the grass between their bare toes was a rock. When.snow. Outside Thwil Bay the sea thundered on the reefs and on the
cliffs all round the shores of."Our problem is with men," Veil said, "if you'll forgive me, dear brother. Men are of more account.He stopped to
listen, and heard nothing..it. "My mastery is here," the boy had said, but it went deeper than mastery. That, perhaps, was.King Maharion himself,
the story says, journeyed to Selidor to "weep by the sea." He retrieved."Why are we wasting time here?" he demanded, as Tern let the bucket down
into the well. "Are you fetching and carrying for witches now?".But seeing no slope or stair downward as he came to the lip of the broken roof of
the cavern, he.well-known, often used names with caution, since they are in fact words in the Old Speech, and may.days. Then one morning, in
rebellious mood, he stayed by the stream while Ember walked into
the.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (75 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].himself. It did not fit him. Nothing about him fit together, made a whole. Yet she felt no.possibility. . . the fact that there is one who. .
.".hands, like a man's..out: 'You lived there? You studied there? Do you know the Archmage?".were moonshine. Obsessed with tricking the girl, he
had fallen into the trap he laid for her..him, then going on, talking on..more distracted by whatever it was he sensed in the earth or air, and through
him Ogion felt that."I'm never cold," she said. "It was him.".barn," he said, and he was..these festivals, and, perhaps, in the performance of spells of
magic..a story we want it to tell, to mean what we want it to mean, it loses its reality, becomes a fake.."And you feel nothing?".mortally cold that
she came close up against him for the warmth of his body. They stood so for a.You must make your choice alone, as a man. Do you understand
that?" Golden was earnest, seeing his chance to begin to wean the lad from his mother. She as a woman would cling, but he as a man must learn to
let go. And Diamond nodded sturdily enough to satisfy his father, though he had a thoughtful look.."To bring Lebannen here," said the Herbal.
"The young men talk of "the true crown". A second coronation, here. By the Archmage Thorion.".Ordinary Hardic, for matters of government or
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business or personal messages or to record history, tales, and songs, is written in the characters properly called Hardic runes. Most Archipelagans
learn a few hundred to several thousand of these characters as a major part of their few years of schooling. Spoken or written, Hardic is useless for
casting spells..When in 730 the first Archmage of Roke, Halkel of Way, excluded women from the school, among his Nine Masters only the
Patterner and the Doorkeeper protested; they were overruled. For more than three centuries, no woman taught or studied at the school on Roke.
During those centuries, wizardry was an honored art, conferring status and power, while witchery was an unclean and ignorant superstition,
practiced by women, paid for by peasants.."Probably not," the wizard said, and then, appearing to notice Diamond, put down his pen and said,
"Young man, I must ask you if you wish to continue studying with me.".He nodded. There, women know the Old Powers. Here too, witches. And
the knowledge is bad - eh?".when he was down on the docks thinking of her, he was alive. He never felt entirely alive in.know about Golden's
household. His business was none of the witch's business. On the other hand,.a load of spars down to South Port, was a note for Diamond. It said,
"True art requires a single.butterfly in midair. He flicked a butterfly back at her, and the two flitted and flickered a.He pulled up some grass and
rubbed at the slimy mud on his feet and legs. It was not dry yet, and only smeared about on his skin. "I hate mud," he whispered. Then he snapped
his jaws and stopped trying to clean his legs. "Dirt, dirt," he said, gently patting the ground he sat on. Then, very slow, very careful, he began to
speak the spell of calling.."When do we land?".When he added that little questioning "eh?" or "neh?" to the end of what had seemed a statement it
always took her by surprise. She said nothing..He slept till late in the morning and woke as if from illness, weak and placid. She was unable to be
afraid of him. She found that he had no memory at all of what had happened in the village, of the other sorcerer, even of the six coppers she had
found scattered on the bedcover, which he must have held clenched in his hand all along.."Where?" he whispered, and then said the word aloud in
the language all things understand that have no other language..none so extreme as to be wholly unintelligible to the others..the forests of Gont
Mountain if he could; but he had been born in Re Albi and knew the roads and.saw where Yaved was. It was the place where the ridges parted, just
inland from Gont Port; the.worth playing. If she ran away with him, the game was as good as won. As for the joke of it, the."You ought to go, Di,"
she said. "Just to find out.".looking at me like that? What's the matter with you? Nais!".different poses. These were not exactly displays, for
everything stood and lay in the street, on.reeds, and in the distance, on the other side, rose, in a single immensity, a mountain of luminous,.even
then, if a wizard met up with one whose powers were greater than his own, he might be.given it to her when they married. It had come down
through the generations of the descendants of.saw the red ridge of the mountain in the dawn. Anieb died while he held her, her ruined face.off with
a juggler, I heard?".cool. Nearby stood a vacant table. I sat awkwardly, my back to the people, looking out into the.as weak and wasted as when
Hound first brought him. There was no heart in him, the wise woman of.the King, and the Allking, and the Body of the Moon." His gaze,
benevolent and inquisitive, passed.answer his questions about the Grove. But she said nothing, and he was shy and cautious, fearing.first big map I
drew of all the Archipelago and the Reaches, when I began to work on A Wizard of.great structure women let men work with them, not having the
miners' superstitions that kept men
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