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Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and
descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred
dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him,
'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer
and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to
him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's
words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent
therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on
the sea, so he might travel..6. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif El Mamoun xciv.When they knew that there was left him no estate
that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he
return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which
he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78)
found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there
proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of
Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is
exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down
twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve
mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and
was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated
themselves into his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and
put him away..? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.? ? ? ? ? Raiment of
silk and sendal, too, he brought to us for gift, And me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains despite,.There was once aforetime a certain
sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It
was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people
of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of
them] what he might spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that
severance would prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate stoops to no control..158. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dccclxiii.? ?
? ? ? To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in sickness' hands confined..? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all
alike do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ?
By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how dear.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Then she charged her husband keep watch over
the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with his case and told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had
compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and named to her the token. So she gave her the money and she took it and
returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief go his way, and when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one,
when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered he, 'when thou needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to
amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he went out, hardly believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the
vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our Lord Jesus.".Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..When it was the day of the
going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in
which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so
she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his
eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued
the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to
mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore
it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my
slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and
bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and
clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools
he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all
he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst
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the latter fed him not but half his fill..Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there came up to me a young man, with a chain about
his neck and with him a trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me a
long while and said, "That which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment,
to say nothing of the gold and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the
thieves would have stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my master who reared me.' So was I the cause of
thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the
Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my story.'.? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my comrades kept the
watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES.
(84).Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight
of stature, in the dust They prance, as like a flood they pour across the plain;.The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women.
Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it
was on this wise..(Conclusion).? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair
his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he
repaired to the money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man
returned to the damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then
they sat down and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.Then came
up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had beaten them down with the end
of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's repute, but thou art minded to
quell that of those who sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a
man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten possession of thee. Doth it not suffice
thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will make thee drink the cup of death!" So
saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his throat. Then he smote the
vizier and clove his head in sunder..STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..One day, as the prefect sat [in his house],
the watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone,
taking with him none but myself. As he went along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going
till we came to the door of the house and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door,
whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon
with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome
and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to me, for
love my body wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume me quite..When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech
and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us
yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence
of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for
the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the
assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put
off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not
forth. (144).Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii. 171..(continued)..It is told that there was
once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and he was of
the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the
women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of
the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S
CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the
tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.And indeed, O my
brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused together, I and thou, it was as if the Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And who
is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other than thou," answered Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him, coaxed
him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when I went out from thee, I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan came in to
thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which hath betided me. What possessed thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came in to me
and there befell me with him this and that?" And he related to him all that had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in the
repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his laughter..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.? ? ? ? ? I'm the
keeper of the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.When it was the eighth
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day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed,
we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear
without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king,
have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him
live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our
word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's
sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him
his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement
and disdain were pleasing in my sight..? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass
from friend to friend..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the
kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines
of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls
buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown
away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off
Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth
quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people
misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he
acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man,
and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain
wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin
aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down
his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice,
indeed, of thy nature's a trait..31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el Mulouk and the Princess Dunya cvii.Azadbekht and his Son,
History of King, i. 61.? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..Now this
present was a cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin
of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an
hundred thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her
paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the
captain of the ship, and I set out, with that which was entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and
from country to country, till we came to Baghdad, when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all
glowing with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii. 228..The
eunuch thanked him and blessed him and mounting, returned upon his way, following the trace, whilst the cavalier rode with him to a certain road,
when he said to him, 'This is where we left him.' Then he took leave of him and returned to his own city, whilst the eunuch fared on along the road,
enquiring of the youth in every village he entered by the description which the cavalier had given him, and he ceased not to do thus till he came to
the village where the young Melik Shah was. So he entered and lighting down therein, made enquiry after the prince, but none gave him news of
him; whereat he abode perplexed concerning his affair and addressed himself to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out homeward];
but, as he passed through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope and a youth asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his hand; so he
looked at him and passed on and took no heed of him in his heart; but presently he stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom I am in quest be
come to the like [of the condition] of yonder sleeping youth, by whom I passed but now, how shall I know him? Alas, the length of my travail and
weariness! How shall I go about in quest of a wight whom I know not and whom, if I saw him face to face, I should not know?'.When I came forth,
I swooned away: so I sat down till my trouble subsided; then I made for my comrades and said to them, "I have found the booty and the thief, and I
affrighted him not neither troubled him, lest he should flee; but now, come, let us go to him, so we may make shift to lay hold upon him." Then I
took them and repaired to the keeper of the garden, who had tortured me with beating, meaning to make him taste the like of that which he had
done with me and lie against him and cause him eat stick. So we rushed into the water-wheel and seizing the keeper, pinioned him..We abode thus
till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash,"
and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of
her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee fall into my heart, there had not happened that
which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said, "O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship
is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then she took a pitcher of water and going into the
lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High for that which she had done..Thief and the
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Woman, The, i. 278.133. The City of Brass dlxvi.? ? ? ? ? My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God the Lord
Most High..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my
journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.When the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said,
"This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him
the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and abode in his house all that
day..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el
Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are
renowned and are written in the books. None of the viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call
him brother (157) and used to carry him with him into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to
his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter,
but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single
hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but
thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would
rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She
conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may
God the Most High advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell
despite between Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its
abiding-place. So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he
caused befall the Barmecides that which befell. (160).?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..Then she was silent, and when the king heard her speech
and profited by that which she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right
way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which
hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As
for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His
creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and
her sister Dinarzad..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cvii.? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues
enjoy all benefit..?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..Now the merchant's wife aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's daughter,
was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his verses], she knew that there hung some rare story by him; so she went
in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not physician with thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous
peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken thee with the constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me with
thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard from thee verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So
he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented unto him, saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso
goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness before her [and was silent]; and she said to him,
"Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and carrying it to the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and
give me the answer thereto.".Destiny, Of, i. 136..? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..? ? ? ? ? For those whom we
cherish are parted and gone; They have left us in torment to pine for dismay..One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he
sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they
came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also
present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166)
when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and
of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of
the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a
slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee
to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good:
else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the
Sailor.Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..? ? ? ? ? If I must die, then welcome death to heal My woes; 'twere lighter than the pangs
I feel..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.God keep the
days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and
abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet.
Then the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him
special favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing and
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committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the
realm till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah
Bekht and his vizier..Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin
Bibers, ii. 117..On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that
which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more
extraordinary than that of the sharper and the merchants."."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el
Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].When came the time [of the accomplishment] of the
foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should be complete, there came
to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into
the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy and seizing upon
him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy abode cast down
in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy
and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..?Story of King Suleiman Shah and
His Sons..? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at for its slender swaying shape And cherished for its symmetry and sheen..? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest
day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.The master of police held his hand from
him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of
him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in
troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third,
"Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79)
so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of
police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms
in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..When the king heard his
vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there
till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.].Son, Story of King Ibrahim and his, i. 138..?STORY OF THE OLD
WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my
heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her
Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.Aboulhusn abode with his wife in eating and drinking and all
delight of life, till all that was with them was spent, when he said to her, "Harkye, O Nuzhet el Fuad!" "At thy service," answered she, and he said,
"I have it in mind to play a trick on the Khalif and thou shalt do the like with the Lady Zubeideh, and we will take of them, in a twinkling, two
hundred dinars and two pieces of silk." "As thou wilt," answered she; "but what thinkest thou to do?" And he said,"We will feign ourselves dead
and this is the trick. I will die before thee and lay myself out, and do thou spread over me a kerchief of silk and loose [the muslin of] my turban
over me and tie my toes and lay on my heart a knife, and a little salt. (35) Then let down thy hair and betake thyself to thy mistress Zubeideh,
tearing thy dress and buffeting thy face and crying out. She will say to thee, 'What aileth thee?' and do thou answer her, saying, 'May thy head
outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." She will mourn for me and weep and bid her treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and a piece of silk
and will say to thee, 'Go lay him out and carry him forth [to burial].' So do thou take of her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and come back,
and when thou returnest to me, I will rise up and thou shalt lie down in my place, and I will go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May thy head outlive
Nuzhet el Fuad!' and tear my dress and pluck at my beard. He will mourn for thee and say to his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a hundred dinars and a
piece of silk.' Then he will say to me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her forth;' and I will come back to thee.".When her master heard this, his reason
fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the
young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy
departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an
hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a
stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I
may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me aught..10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.O friends, the East
wind waxeth, the morning draweth near, iii. 123..? ? ? ? ? a. The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with
softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive air..Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126.."When I returned from my
fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and
afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the
goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout
ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands
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and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou
with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..So she arose and tearing her clothes, went in to the king, in
the presence of the viziers, and cast herself upon him, saying, "O king, falleth my shame not upon thee and fearest thou not reproach? Indeed, this
is not of the behoof of kings that their jealousy over their women should be thus [laggard]. Thou art heedless and all the folk of the realm prate of
thee, men and women. So either slay him, that the talk may be cut off, or slay me, if thy soul will not consent to his slaughter." Thereupon the
king's wrath waxed hot and he said to her, "I have no pleasure in his continuance [on life] and needs must I slay him this day. So return to thy house
and comfort thy heart.".She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his
trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the
sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout
the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned
for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of
things, but those which the people deny?.So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and
desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be
below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler
than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his daughter
had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her
by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a
husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter
and fled with her..Then they all four arose, laying wagers with one another, and went forth, walking, from the palace-gate [and fared on] till they
came in at the gate of the street in which Aboulhusn el Khelia dwelt. He saw them and said to his wife Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily, all that is sticky is
not a pancake and not every time cometh the jar off safe. (38)' Meseemeth the old woman hath gone and told her lady and acquainted her with our
case and she hath disputed with Mesrour the eunuch and they have laid wagers with one another about our death and are come to us, all four, the
Khalif and the eunuch and the Lady Zubeideh and the old woman." When Nuzhet el Fuad heard this, she started up from her lying posture and said,
"How shall we do?" And he said, "We will both feign ourselves dead and stretch ourselves out and hold our breath." So she hearkened unto him
and they both lay down on the siesta[-carpet] and bound their feet and shut their eyes and covered themselves with the veil and held their
breath..So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I
was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father
preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth
slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other
than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took
a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts
and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted
down with her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..When the evening evened, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell
the [promised] story. So he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii. 31..O friends, the tears flow
ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in
affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered to him that which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do
my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the
lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of
you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which
hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God!
We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir,
informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for
his expenses..? ? ? ? ? The pains of long desire have wasted me away; Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..As an instance of the
extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were
afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by
the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the
press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its
translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the
condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose
and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I
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have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind
enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks.
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