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THE PRINCIPLES OF ARGUMENTATION
?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..It befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with him of

merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging

and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was

bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them

in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he

desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse,

with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was

it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them,

whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had

knowledge of that which passed between them..The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There

befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..? ? ? ? ? For love with your

presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..When the

morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me departed,

nought see I except a drowsy fair. (137).My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that blamest,

Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..?

? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate

me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade

carry the Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture

him with all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's

brother and what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had sought

refuge against him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of

torment; neither recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii.

203..So she hastened to admit the eunuch, who entered; and when he saw the Commander of the Faithful, he saluted not neither kissed the earth,

but said, 'Quick, quick! Arise in haste! My lady Tuhfeh sitteth in her chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see all that I say to

thee! Hasten! She sitteth [in her chamber].' The Khalif was amazed at his speech and said to him, 'What sayst thou?' 'Didst thou not hear the first of

the speech?' replied the eunuch. 'Tuhfeh sitteth in the sleeping-chamber, singing and playing the lute. Come thy quickliest! Hasten!' So Er Reshid

arose and donned his clothes; but he credited not the eunuch's words and said to him, 'Out on thee! What is this thou sayst? Hast thou not seen this

in a dream?' 'By Allah,' answered the eunuch, 'I know not what thou sayest, and I was not asleep.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'If thy speech be true, it shall be

for thy good luck, for I will enfranchise thee and give thee a thousand dinars; but, if it be untrue and thou have seen this in sleep, I will crucify

thee.' And the eunuch said in himself, 'O Protector, (250) let me not have seen this in Sleep!' Then he left the Khalif and going to the chamber-door,

heard the sound of singing and lute-playing; whereupon he returned to Er Reshid and said to him, 'Go and hearken and see who is asleep.'.Then she

arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with

soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou

lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still

deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on

account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate

and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art

assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her

eunuch and he fetched him.'.Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till he had

confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was straightway made whole of

sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them forthright, though they knew

her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I

required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her and accused her to the

townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the slaying

of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.When the evening evened, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the

[promised] story. So he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing

my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said,

"This house hath been empty these many days; but three days agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her
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gear and went away." So I turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street]

concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and

this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.'.An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..The Khalif marvelled at

my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter testifieth of him; and as for the magnificence of his dominion, thou hast acquainted

us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been given both wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and dismissed

me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and gave alms and abode in my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the grievous

stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of travel and traffic and put away travail from my thought and gave myself up to

eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dxci.When three nights had passed over her with

their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making

choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness her good

breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after

him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to

make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves

to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her, till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting]

the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed

herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..When the

tither heard the old man's speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do

thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of

righteousness.' So the old man followed him, and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.'

And he answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days'

tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a

stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a

year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.How long, O

Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment

that they wear.".145. The Bedouin and his Wife dcxci.27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for

you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in mountain and vale..There was once aforetime a chief

officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five thousand dinars; whereupon quoth the

officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor did he tarry beyond the

next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him, "Go, bury it in such a place." So he went

and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came the Jew, with one of the king's officers,

avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three days' delay, as of wont, and I

said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with himself." So he went and played a fine

trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on one of the fingers, and buried the basket

under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we straightway clapped the Jew in irons for the

murder of a woman..There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the

merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they

grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in

the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl

Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them

slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and

bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and

they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..? ? ? ? ? b.

The Second Old Man's Story ii.JAAFER BEN YEHYA AND ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE. (144).The vizier's story pleased

the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..Now the king was a very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and

when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel

together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but

the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy)

said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou

lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What

proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a
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woman..? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I conjure you, arise And

come let us fare to our loved ones away..51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.'A great theft had been committed in

the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of

them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day;

and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and

presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed.

Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and

squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a

cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..When El Melik ez Zahir

heard Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in bygone days..Merchant and the

King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..There was once a man

who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was

came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there.

The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles;

so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..Picture, The Prince who fell in love with the, i. 256..?Story of the Prisoner and How

God Gave Him Relief..9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.Hawk and the Locust, The, ii. 50..?Story of Abou Sabir..Moreover,

King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all that had betided him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and

named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury.

Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High had changed their mourning into

joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the

dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of God the Most High; their houses were laid waste and their

palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..When the damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by

Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her the

story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that

which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after

slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for

this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".? ? ? ? ? Hath

spent thereon his substance, withouten stint; indeed, In his own cloak he wrapped it, he tendered it so dear. (116).? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood

Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in

very deed,.Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer

largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the

harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered,

"They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?"

So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath

fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".? ? ? ? ? The two girls let

me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.Noureddin thanked him and they entered the

slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with

the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the

slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk

and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who

were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the

damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was

endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing with beauty,

wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour,

said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will

bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer

to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the

middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and

stop with them the third hole."' (232).On the morrow, he repaired to the druggist, who saluted him and came to meet him and rejoiced in him and

smiled in his face, deeming his wife innocent. Then he questioned him of his yesterday's case and he told him how he had fared, saying, 'O my
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brother, when the cuckold knocked at the door, I would have entered the chest; but his wife forbade me and rolled me up in the rug. The man

entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so he broke it open and abode as he were a madman, going up and coming down. Then he went his

way and I came out and we abode on our wonted case till eventide, when she gave me this shirt of her husband's; and behold, I am going to her.'.? ?

? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.The old woman returned to the man and told him what the damsel said; and he lusted after her,

by reason of her beauty and her repentance; so he took her to wife, and when he went in to her, he loved her and she also loved him. On this wise

they abode a great while, till one day he questioned her of the cause of a mark (13) he espied on her body, and she said, 'I know nought thereof save

that my mother told me a marvellous thing concerning it.' 'What was that?' asked he, and she answered, 'She avouched that she gave birth to me one

night of the nights of the winter and despatched a hired man, who was with us, in quest of fire for her. He was absent a little while and presently

returning, took me and slit my belly and fled. When my mother saw this, affliction overcame her and compassion possessed her; so she sewed up

my belly and tended me till, by the ordinance of God (to whom belong might and majesty), the wound healed up.".SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND

HINDBAD THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all

away..Then she walked in the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of continence, never saw mortal nor heard of a goodlier

than it [So she entered] and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath been spoken, and the cisterns

thereof were full of rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! Indeed, this (210) is none other than a

mighty king.' Then she put off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211) and prayed that which was

due from her of prayer from the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of the garden and she saw the wonders

thereof, with that which was therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she marvelled at what she saw of the

surpassing goodliness of its ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what was come of

him after her. Her tears ran down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till she felt a breath on her cheek,

whereupon she awoke in affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the sun hath

set.'.91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which

irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith,

'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor

use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him,

redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into

the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to

die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then

gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed,

neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from

my heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king

with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then

said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man whom I bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled

in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and have found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on

jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be made manifest to us.'.? ? ? ? ? k. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dccccvii.? ? ? ? ?

Couched are their limber spears, right long and lithe of point, Keen- ground and polished sheer, amazing wit and brain..Sindbad the Sailor, The

Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my

royal line..65. The Loves of the Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.King's Son of

Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..Abou Temam, Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..So he opened to me and I

went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst

thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint

thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my

brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of

this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther

news]..Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.As for the princess

Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she had done, and

the love of him took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, to wit, those

which El Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose in the morning, she

called a damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I charge thee keep

my secret; to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave

occasion for her.".19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and
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they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with

them and pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast

many folk into that pit and they had died..When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie

and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide

it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering

desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin

heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the

king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless.

Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".Quoth the

cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel

thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live

and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee

every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.The Merciful dyed me with that

which I wear, ii. 245..78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.? ? ? ? ? Then sent I

speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.It befell, one day of the days, that King Bihkerd

embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; but the wind blew on them and the ship foundered. The king won ashore on a plank,

unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts; and it chanced that he landed in the country whereof the father of the youth aforesaid,

[his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to the gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the night] in a

burying-place there..? ? ? ? ? From mine own land, to visit thee, I came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that

spread..When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a

goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place

beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover]. Then said she to her husband, 'I desire to mount this

tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow

that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she repeated her speech twice and thrice..? ? ? ? ? All hearkening

to my word, obeying my command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to my sight..141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.When the king

heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the

morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..14. Khelif the

Fisherman (227) cccxxi.? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things dcccxci.So the king bade fetch the old man and he came and

stood before the Sultan, who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is worth a thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its

owner.' 'But for this other,' continued the old man, 'it is worth but five hundred.' The folk laughed and marvelled at his saying, and the merchant,

[the owner of the second pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is greater of bulk and purer of water and more perfect of rondure, be less of

worth than that?' And the old man answered, 'I have said what is with me.' (208) Then said the king to him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof

is like unto that of the other pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its price?' 'Yes,' answered the old man, '[its outward resembleth the other];

but its inward is corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an outward and an inward?' asked the merchant, and the old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring

worm; but the other pearl is sound and secure against breakage.' Quoth the merchant, 'Give us a token of this and prove to us the truth of thy

saying.' And the old man answered, 'We will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar, here is my head, and if I speak truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.'

And the merchant said, 'I agree to that.' So they broke the pearl and it was even as the old man had said, to wit, in its midst was a boring

worm..Then he bade fetch the youth and when he was present before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the

king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me on thine account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my

city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put

thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed, this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".It befell one day that the

king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel,

my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer

to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he

answered 'With all my heart.'.? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to

intercede.'.Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one

and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our

dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed

[the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped

him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to
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her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know

that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her

alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..When Sindbad the Sailor had

made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the porter an hundred

mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage. So the

porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and

occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade them hearken to the story of his

seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house.

When it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he

to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister;

for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her

and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.So they made ready his affair and the king conferred on him a

dress of honour, and he took with him a present and a letter under the king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of

Turkestan. When the king of the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched his officers to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged

him as befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three days, after which he summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and

prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth unto kings, laid the present before him and gave him the letter..? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the

friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.? ? ? ? ? The wine was sweet to us to drink in pleasance and repose, And

in a garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter (239).Now the woman was in a chest and two youths of

the pages of the late king, who were now in the new king's service, were those who had been charged with the guardianship of the vessel and the

goods. When the evening evened on them, the two youths fell a-talking and recounted that which had befallen them in their days of childhood and

the manner of the going forth of their father and mother from their country and royal estate, whenas the wicked overcame their land, and [called to

mind] how they had gone astray in the forest and how fate had made severance between them and their parents; brief, they recounted their story,

from beginning to end. When the woman heard their talk, she knew that they were her very sons and cried out to them from the chest, saying, 'I am

your mother such an one, and the token between you and me is thus and thus.' The young men knew the token and falling upon the chest, broke the

lock and brought out their mother, who strained them to her breast, and they fell upon her and swooned away, all three..Then he dealt the boy a cuff

and he let go his ear, whereupon Aboulhusn put off his clothes and abode naked, with his yard and his arse exposed, and danced among the

slave-girls. They bound his hands and he wantoned among them, what while they [well-nigh] died of laughing at him and the Khalif swooned away

for excess of laughter. Then he came to himself and going forth to Aboulhusn, said to him, "Out on thee, O Aboulhusn! Thou slayest me with

laughter." So he turned to him and knowing him, said to him, "By Allah, it is thou slayest me and slayest my mother and slewest the sheikhs and

the Imam of the Mosque!".? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban iv.Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..Then he bade take her

away; so she was carried to her chamber and he sent her a black slave-girl, with a casket, wherein were three thousand dinars and a carcanet of

gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels, worth other three thousand, saying to her, "The slave-girl and that which is with her are a gift

from me to thee." When she heard this, she said, "God forbid that I should be consoled for the love of my lord and my master, though with the earth

full of gold!" And she improvised and recited the following verses:.Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have

patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest

thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost

(101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make

answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against

her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with

thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation

will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I

am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath

of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.When he had made an end of his

verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted

her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this

letter, for that it is the last of that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it

will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat

the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to

the house of El Abbas..When the king heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting

himself upon him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut
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his bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and

the drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for

the greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the

news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who

were therein, and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion

and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost.
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