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? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and verses thereanent..Meanwhile, the woman went out at hazard and
donning devotee's apparel, fared on without ceasing, till she came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the towns-folk for the tribute, out
of season. Presently, she saw a man, whom they were pressing for the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being acquainted therewith, paid
down the thousand dirhems for him and delivered him from beating; whereupon he thanked her and those who were present. When he was set free,
he accosted her and besought her to go with him to his dwelling. So she accompanied him thither and supped with him and passed the night. When
the night darkened on him, his soul prompted him to evil, for that which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after her and required
her [of love]; but she repelled him and bade him fear God the Most High and reminded him of that which she had done with him of kindness and
how she had delivered him from beating and humiliation..? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon
(232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may
compare..Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of
events; for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth, (252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the
vizier," is this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become
poor, possessing not a single dirhem.".Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made ready for the journey to
Baghdad and letting bring the booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it between himself and his cousin. Then he set out for Baghdad, and
when he came within two days' journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir and bade him mount his charger and forego him with the
baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad, and the season of his entering was the first of the day; nor
was there little child or hoary old man in the city but came forth to divert himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and upon the goodliness of
those slave-girls, and their wits were amazed at what they saw. Presently the news reached the king that the young man El Abbas, who had gone
forth from him, was come back with herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn without the city, whilst his
servant Aamir was presently come to Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places for his lord, wherein he should take up his abode..When
Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to him, 'O king,
may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up on a camel
and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be innocent, He
will deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by reason of thy love
for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off deserts and there
leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there
without victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the form of a prayer-niche],
stood praying..Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they
married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two
princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..? ? ? ? ? How many a bidder
unto love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft
cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy hair..?STORY OF THE THREE MEN AND OUR LORD JESUS..A Damsel
made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..It chanced one day that they sallied forth to stop the way and fell in upon a caravan in the
night; but the people of the caravan were on their guard; so they joined battle with the robbers and overcame them and slew them and the boy fell
wounded and abode cast down in that place till the morrow, when he opened his eyes and finding his comrades slain, lifted himself up and rose to
walk in the way. Presently, there met him a man, a treasure-seeker, and said to him, 'Whither goest thou, O youth?' So he told him what had betided
him and the other said, 'Be of good heart, for that [the season of] thy fair fortune is come and God bringeth thee joy and solace. I am one who am in
quest of a hidden treasure, wherein is vast wealth. So come with me, that thou mayst help me, and I will give thee wealth, wherewith thou shalt
provide thyself thy life long.' Then he carried the youth to his dwelling and dressed his wound, and he abode with him some days, till he was
rested; when he took him and two beasts and all that he needed, and they fared on till they came to a precipitous mountain..To return to the king's
daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose account he was slain. She had been used to look out from the top of her palace and gaze
on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were encamped beside my
palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth, the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand thee in marriage, and wearied
himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.' 'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell me?' And the damsel
answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest of him, even as he
came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed,
Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier,
bade him relate the story of the wealthy man who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii.
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186..Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..The Twentieth Night of the Month..Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i. 195..When
she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking, said, "O
elder, hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady," answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a thing I have
left. Go down to the market and fetch us what we may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am overcome with
wine; but with me is the servant of the mosque, who is a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that which thou
desirest." "Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she; and he replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of the people
of Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and when she came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus and for those
who are therein! Call him, O elder, that he may do our occasions.".? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and
I my pillow must forswear?.Then she mounted the mule and repairing to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful, went in to him and kissed
the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as who should make mock of her, "I doubt not but thou hast found thy lord." "By thy felicity and the length
of thy continuance [on life,]" answered she, "I have indeed found him!" Now Er Reshid was leaning back; but, when he heard this, he sat up and
said to her, "By my life, [is this thou sayest] true?" "Ay, by thy life!" answered she; and he said, "Bring him into my presence, so I may see him."
But she replied, "O my lord, there have betided him many stresses and his charms are changed and his favour faded; and indeed the Commander of
the Faithful vouchsafed me a month; wherefore I will tend him the rest of the month and then bring him to do his service to the Commander of the
Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid, "True; the condition was for a month; but tell me what hath betided him." "O my lord," answered she, "may God
prolong thy continuance and make Paradise thy place of returning and thy harbourage and the fire the abiding-place of thine enemies, when he
presenteth himself to pay his respects to thee, he will expound to thee his case and will name unto thee those who have wronged him; and indeed
this is an arrear that is due to the Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may God fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him the mastery over the rebel
and the froward!".King and his Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii. 53..? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom
God made best of all the treaders of the clay..? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed
content?.If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite, ii. 196..She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my
case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his
house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling,"
and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest.
Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was
only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into
the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he
carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to
learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy
presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me;
and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my
purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from
my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as 'twere, indeed, an exile I had
been, Lone and deserted I became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..? ? ? ? ? My heart, since the leave-taking day afflicted, will tell of my case, And my
body, for love and desire grown wasted and feeble and frail..? ? ? ? ? The best of all religions your love is, for in you Are love and life made
easeful, untroubled and sincere..Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was
lavish of his House and his Victual to one whom he knew not dcccciv.When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..Moreover,
King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all that had betided him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and
named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury.
Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High had changed their mourning into
joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the
dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of God the Most High; their houses were laid waste and their
palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company of the birds,
but saw nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite together and
counselled the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while [and tended
him] till he recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness
returned to him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she returned to him
with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast
done well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest] and that
which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most High; but absent not
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yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found that the Commander of the Faithful
had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and appointed him agents and factors
in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied themselves with collecting that which
accrued to him and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that which they had of monies and treasures
and merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the
number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also rejoiced in them..All intercessions come and
all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have drunken whilere..He [seated
himself on the divan and] leant upon a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and
discovered her charms, whereupon he embraced her and kissed her and swived her; after which they washed and returned to their place and he said
to her, 'Know that I have little knowledge [of what goes on] in my house, for that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath
made ready in the kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen, saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of
dainty meats, and manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So she set bread on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from the pots and
brought it to him..? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from my loved one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..Then said she to him, 'When the
king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us.
We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be
instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he
abode going in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for
Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet
could she not speak..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid
bare?.71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress
xviii.? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst vouchsafe to favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine image 'twere that visited my bed..63.
Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.When came the night, the king summoned his vizier
and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king,
that.When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.Lavish of
House and Victual to one whom he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart
clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to
her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring
me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of
his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he
answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she
said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of
the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is
desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which
distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than
this, acquaint me therewith.'".? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dlxxix.When they were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother
fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when she was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered
to them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might continue the kingship in his family and that the
governance should not go forth from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry her daughter with the new-comer, her father's
brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and when she had discovered the secret to the last of
them [and assured herself of their support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis and assessors, who drew up the contract of
marriage between Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed them with bounties. Then was the bride carried
in procession to the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the realm..Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and
Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks
behind.".79. The Devout Prince dclxiv.Selim and Selma, ii. 81..There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one
day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to
open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix
upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might
lie..Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself,
'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I
am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted
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from their horses and kissed his stirrup, to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my
life is a light matter to me and I put my trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this
suffice thee! We will do with thee that which is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our
goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers and the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow
after thee, for that the inclination of the people, all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.Two Kings
and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set
out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days' journey on their way, after which he took
leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over going till
there abode but three days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint
her with their return], safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this,
her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof
his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts
(125) came, they were certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to
meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the
hand of death to stay? i. 204..They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of
seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in
thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it
befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to
whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.He abode weeping for the loss of his wife and children till the morning, when he went forth
wandering at a venture, knowing not what he should do, and gave not over faring along the sea-shore days and nights, unknowing whither he went
and taking no food therein other than the herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other living thing, till his travel brought him to the
top of a mountain. He took up his sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its waters. Then he
came down thence and fared on along the high road three days, at the end of which time he came upon tilled fields and villages and gave not over
going till he sighted a great city on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered him not to enter;
so he abode his night anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate..? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty,
may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..Hardly was the night come, when he went in to
his wife and found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he
might be certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence
have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the
desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are
those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss
him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him
and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I
have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he
did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not
come.'.95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of
the Barber's Fifth Brother clx.Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look
on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie?
Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that
which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the
superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how
my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the
amorous delight,.At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es
Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode,
played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.His father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and his heart was
solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared
him in fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When he came to seven years of age, his father put him to school, where he learned the
sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship and archery and to occupy
himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld
him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and mixing with merchants and travellers. From these latter he heard tell of that
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which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land diverteth not himself [with
the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of Baghdad.".36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.So Belehwan the froward abode king in
his father's room and his affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms
faded and his favour changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison,
Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what
was in his heart. Now there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and
hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy,
there is no guilt in him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded
and his charms changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to
blame, and God hath given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am
fearful of his craft and am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is
this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be
captain over such an one of the marches.'.101. The Mad Lover ccccxi.Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the
former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity
on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his
brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant
prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a
brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an
exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very
father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath
redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him
and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily,
thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk
redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By
Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and
find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon v.The Twenty-Third
Night of the Month..When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked
out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the
Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of
the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I
swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay
myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.Aboulhusn
abode with his wife in eating and drinking and all delight of life, till all that was with them was spent, when he said to her, "Harkye, O Nuzhet el
Fuad!" "At thy service," answered she, and he said, "I have it in mind to play a trick on the Khalif and thou shalt do the like with the Lady
Zubeideh, and we will take of them, in a twinkling, two hundred dinars and two pieces of silk." "As thou wilt," answered she; "but what thinkest
thou to do?" And he said,"We will feign ourselves dead and this is the trick. I will die before thee and lay myself out, and do thou spread over me a
kerchief of silk and loose [the muslin of] my turban over me and tie my toes and lay on my heart a knife, and a little salt. (35) Then let down thy
hair and betake thyself to thy mistress Zubeideh, tearing thy dress and buffeting thy face and crying out. She will say to thee, 'What aileth thee?'
and do thou answer her, saying, 'May thy head outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." She will mourn for me and weep and bid her
treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and will say to thee, 'Go lay him out and carry him forth [to burial].' So do thou take of her
the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and come back, and when thou returnest to me, I will rise up and thou shalt lie down in my place, and I will
go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!' and tear my dress and pluck at my beard. He will mourn for thee and say to
his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a hundred dinars and a piece of silk.' Then he will say to me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her forth;' and I will come
back to thee.".After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment,
embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred
slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its
full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in
amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..?STORY
OF DAVID AND SOLOMON..? ? ? ? ? Ye've drowned me in the sea of love for you; my heart Denies to be consoled for those whom I adore..And
for another story of the same kind,' continued the officer,.? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64) dishevelled widows plain! How many a weakling
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orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to
the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her
words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and
saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew
questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there
hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and
said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he
fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And
he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy closet and
summoning the vizier, required of him the promised story. So Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that.On this wise he continued to do for the space
of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass
the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont.
So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may
eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but
he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation
concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over
talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door;
and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him.
Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and
seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..? ? ? ? ? I am the champion-slayer, the
warrior without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As
swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king with two pearls of price and each of them
avouched that his pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God prosper the king!
Verily, the old man whom I bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We have made proof of
him in cookery and have found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his
pretension will be made manifest to us.'.As for Belehwan, when he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him
but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that
he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came to five years of age, the king mounted him on horseback and the
people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his
grandfather..Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii. 17..Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the
folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of
wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the
jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she
said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following
verses:.Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the
kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put
them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself.
Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection
and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..14. The Mouse and the Weasel cl.? ? ? ? ?
Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..? ? ? ? ? Who letteth us or hind'reth our
way, I spring on him, As springeth lynx or panther upon the frighted deer;.Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as
thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other.
Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).Sharper and the Merchant, The,
ii. 46.Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still
with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain and heat..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.EN
NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose
and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb;
but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?'
She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning, with two side locks of hair that
fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack these five months, during which
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time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me
(173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and
thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be
with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'
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