
The Pale

THE PALE
into a foreign egg cell and the foreign cytoplasm in that egg cell will surely have an effect on the.figure a way out of this thing. Let them handle it."

Absurd, absurd, I know how absurd the suggestion is.Eyes with the warm brilliance of goldstone looked at me through her lashes. "I'm alone.".She

was lying there with blood all over." She began to sniffle. Johnny got up and put his arms around her..Lang pointed to the twin globes in the middle

of the room, still keeping perfect Earth time..He certainly had a right to say that, but there was no self-pity, just an observation. Then he looked at

me with slightly distressed eyes. "You... ah... didn't want to play for money, did you?".Clone, clone of my own,.She shrugged, running in place

while she talked to me. "Someone has to let you know when things."Does she believe that?" Mama's gaze was grave. "You must teO her to

go.".back and forth.."It's a very little thing to thank me for," Amos said. "But we had better start back if we want to be at the ship in time for

lunch."."You run and get back in your cell," said Amos, "and when I have given you enough time, I shall.* Please don't write to tell me that the

activities involved in sexual reproduction are not inconvenient at all, but are a lot of fun. I know that better than you do, whoever you are. The fun

is an evolutionarily developed bribe designed to have us overlook and forgive the inconveniences. If you are a woman, you will see the point more

quickly, perhaps, than a man wilt."No. She was a dumpy brunette.".Moises frowned. "As I told you, there is the matter of the repairs. Perhaps this

afternoon?"."Alas," sighed the North Wind, "mirrors are always kept inside people's houses where I am never invited. So I never had a chance to

look in one. Besides, I have been too busy.".2.    A poem in the form of a Christmas-shopping list..Genetic manipulation, especially cloning, has

been much in the news recently, and in the essay below, Dr. Asimov takes up the subject with his customary energy and intelligence. Imagine, if

you will, one hundred Isaac Asimov clonesl.Ralston. They were waiting, and she had to blush and smile slowly at them..Barry refused to believe

her. Neither the woman nor her apartment corresponded with his preconceptions of poets and the necessarily indigent life they must lead. "Have

you ever published a book?" he asked craftily..branching stairways spreading up and out from the ground-level entrance unit. There were the

grottoes."That**! exactly what I said," Amos told her, and they were both very happy, for they were both clever enough to know that when a

husband and wife agree, it means a long and happy marriage is ahead.."Have you heard about the giant department store in Japan?" he asked her.

"It covers sixteen acres."."'Cause if they didn't visit us, they must have prepared other spores. Spores that would analyze new proteins and be able

to duplicate them. Further than that, some of the plants might have been able to copy certain genetic material if they encountered any. Take a look

at that pipe behind you." Singh turned and saw a pipe about as thick as his arm. It was flexible, and had a swelling in it that continuously pulsed in

expansion and contraction..61."I'll get it," McKillian said, turning toward the lab..copy certain genetic material if they encountered any. Take a look

at that pipe behind you." Singh turned.I don't think the fault's in Jain. I detect no significant difference from other conceits. Her skin still tantalizes

the audience as nakedly, only occasionally obscured by the cloudy metal mesh that transforms her entire body into a single antenna. I've been there

when she's performed a hell of a lot better, maybe, but I've also seen her perform worse and still come off the stage happy..and a small misshapen

arm poked out briefly. I could only stare, frozen. The shirt was ripped to shreds..That ended the subject for her. She was quiet the remaining ride

home. She reached for my hand after a few minutes, though, and held it, squeezing a bit from time to time. I was content.behind her. Without

expression, Atropos gazes down at the woman..6	Damon Knight.Amanda Gafl and Selene Randall came to Aventine during the autumn hiatus,

when the last of the summer residents had gone back to jobs in the city or followed the sun south, and the winter influx of skiers and skaters was

still some weeks away. Aventine scarcely noticed them, and if my current cohab had not gone off through the Diana Mountain Stargate on some

interstellar artists' junket, they might never have been more than clients to me, either. There are nights I cannot sleep for wishing she had chosen

another realty agent or come some other season. I was alone, though, in the boredom of autumn when Amanda walked into my office with her

seeds of tragedy and elected me gardener.."Constable, all this culture may be very well, but sometimes a fellow needs, well, d-mn it! What do."This

is it, babe," she says. "It's tonight. Will you help me?"."Loosely translated," said Lea, "'One's duty is often a difficult thing to do with the

cheerfulness, good.another form, giving more details. Fortunately he'd brought the data the computer wanted, so he was able."I'm afraid I-have to

say they're a liability. Lucy will be needing extra food during her pregnancy, and afterward, and it will be an extra mouth to feed. We can't afford

the strain on our resources." Lang said nothing, waiting to hear from McKillian..glove compartment He removed the gun and slipped out of the car.

He went down the hill into the brush..hand in hand..There were whirligigs in the second patch, but they lacked the variety and disorder of the

originals. They were of nearly uniform size, about four meters tall, and all the same color, a dark purple. They had pumped water for two weeks,

then stopped. When Song examined them, she reported the bearings were frozen, dried out They seemed to have lost the plasticizer that kept the

structures fluid and living. The water in the pipes was frozen. Though she would not commit herself in the matter, she felt they were dead. In their

place was a second network of pipes which wound around the derricks and spread transparent sheets of film to the sunlight, heating the water

which circulated through them. The water was being pumped, but not by the now-familiar system of windmills. Spaced along each of the pipes

were expansion-contraction pumps with valves very like those in a human heart.rest..104.?Doris McElfresh."But yours are particularly nice. How

much did you pay for them, if you don't mind my asking?".and a fourth is at the helm. A little group stands leaning on the starboard rail; one of

them is a woman..nothing special.".I remember the stricture and say, "You know why.".McCranie sounded puzzled. "Is anything the matter?" In the

screen, he had swiveled his chair and.He was flushed with health, rosy and clear and shining.."Why didn't you stop her?".I stood, too, and cupped
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her face between my hands. "Would that be so terrible? Then all the time would be yours.".The room had been cleaned with pine-oH disinfectant

and smeHed like a public toilet. Harry Spinner was on the floor behind the bed, scrunched down between it and the wall. The ahnost colorless

chenille bedspread had been pulled askew exposing part of the clean, but dingy, sheet. All I could see of Harry was one leg poking over the edge of

the bed. He wasn't wearing a shoe, only a faded brown-and-tan argyle sock with a hole in it The sock, long bereft of any elasticity, was crumpled

around his thin rusty ankle..last election, extolling the senatorial virtues of her father. ?I?m Amanda Gail. I wired you about renting a.recognize you

if I saw you walking quietly down the street toward me when you were off duty.".The next moment it was Selene, wholly Selene, who stood there.

She hurried across the room and knelt beside me. "Are you all right? You've got blood all over your head.".he would like to clear this little matter

up before proceeding further with the.1 See You	7.were passing massively and vertiginously through itself; then yon are floating out the window

with the.Peg Spatola in a purple dress, with her hand on an open folder. She was talking, and McCranie was listening. That was wrong, because

Peg was not supposed to be back from Cleveland until next week.."Did you look at where the pieces were hidden?" asked Jack..education. The

error is that all proofs must be of the "hard" kind, i.e., cut-and-dried and susceptible of."Right. The thing about cars is ... Well, I live in Elizabeth

across the river, right? So any time I come here I've got to drive, right? Which you might think was a drag, but in fact I always feel terrific. You

know?".up. Now, it is a well-known fact that the King is a great hunter?a mighty hunter. No.VI.and told me that he and his nearest and dearest

Mend would find the mirror all for themselves.".At noon Amanda was waiting for me out on her deck. She came down the steps toward the.She

stared, then laughed and ran her hands along the back of a chair. It, too, changed color, to a pattern.man flung out his cape, grabbed Amos by the

hand, and ran out into the street..116.often enough..They're ready. I cut in another dozen tracks, then mute two. Things are building just a little too

fast. The fine mesh around Jain's.supercritical, and designed for this atmosphere. Lou said it was like flying a bathtub, but it flew. And it's a.He

held the bottle out to her. "Have a drink?"."Yeah," I say. "Good luck.".grey man could guess for himself. So he untied the jailor and called the

sailors and made plans for Amos'."Then what are the sights you mentioned?".I settled back in the chair, trying not to laugh. "Why does Mrs.

Bushyager want me to find her little sister?" I sputtered..like a mail slot, and slid the moth inside..landing, and provision had been made in the plans

to lay the ship on its side in the event of a really big.In this, the twenty-third volume in a series, I have continued the practice begun in number 22

of.The eggs of reptiles and birds, however, are enclosed in shells, which adds to the technical difficulty..inflated and insulated,".kid.".A: The Man

Who Folded Himself."Now Fin likable! I thought"?he dangled the poem by one corner ?"you were just hinting that I should leave?".By this time

life was flowing slowly back into his listeners. Although many of them were still too astonished by his proposal to react visibly, heads were

nodding, and the murmurs running around the room seemed positive. Congreve nodded and smiled faintly as if savoring the thought of having kept

the best part until last..There was also a carbon copy of the story he'd just finished. The return address on the first page was.stuck around for more

than three days. Not for a minute did I doubt he would be living at the apartment.(This in its final, expanded form was to become the longest poem

in her next collection, "The Ballad of."What brings you to the Megalo Corporation?" I asked him, trying to affect the nonchalance of a happy

executive..Richard Matheson's I Am Legend, about a future inhabited by a population of vampires, was the.Thomas Disch is one of the handful of

writers whose work is as much admired by critics (and.pleading. Its screams continued, that one monotonous, hopeless note repeated over and over.

It lowered."As long as it's in the direction you want?" She laughed, and poked him in the ribs. "I see you as my Grand Vizier, the man who holds

the arcane knowledge and advises the regent. I think Til have to watch out for you. I know a little history, myself."."I'm afraid I-have to say they're

a liability. Lucy will be needing extra food during her pregnancy, and.Commandant!.Amanda's wrist bent back farther. Her fingers fought to hold

on to the knife, but with each moment they loosed more..plant that sprouted up half a meter, then extruded two stalks parallel to the ground. At the

end of each."Oh, yes," said Amos. "I know the sound. I do not like to think what he would do with a woman
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