The Norman Geras Reader Whats There Is There

THE NORMAN GERAS READER WHATS THERE IS THERE
?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and said, 'By Allah,
that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the
door at the Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said
to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the Commander of the
Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to
the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered,
saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then
said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how
God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.When the Cadi heard this, his colour changed and he was troubled and waxed exceeding wroth and was rike to
burst for excess of rage. Then said he to the merchant, "God forbid that this should be! How shall it be permitted that the daughter of the Cadi of
the Muslims abide with a man of the dancers and vile of origin? By Allah, except thou divorce her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast thee into
prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that thou wast of them, I had not suffered thee to approach me, but had spat in thy face, for that thou art
filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he gave him a push and casting him down from his stead, commanded him to divorce; but he said, "Be
clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is clement, and hasten not. I will not divorce my wife, though thou give me the kingdom of
Irak.".Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..Now she was righteous in all her dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that
she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not
to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted
be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.'
His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque
and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and
assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left
her..?OF CLEMENCY..? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I do not reckon aye;.70. Khusrau and Shirin and the
Fisherman dclvi.? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied
thine eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,.Would we may live together, and when we come to die, i. 47..114. The Angel of Death and the Rich
King cccclxii.The Fifth Night of the Month.So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to
the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house,
taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had
provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when the tables were removed and they
washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of
aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy servant transport thither the
horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night nor day, so that the prince said
to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt
break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait friendship between them and
ceremony was laid aside from between them..With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may
look into his affair.".Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So she sat down and the queen called for
food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with various kinds of birds and meats of divers
hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and ate of those
meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what while the slave-girls stood compassing
about the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl told me of thee that thou saidst,
"How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the
sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the
virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and none dare so much as look on thee a
glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..Now, as destiny would have it, a certain
jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls, like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's
hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and]
seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the
other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the
jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the
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police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.? ? ? ? ? c. Story
of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.Now it chanced that a camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king
threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set out and plunged into the deserts till he came to the place where the damsel
was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?'
Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the Most High.' When he saw her
beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding
compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But she answered, saying, 'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide
here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal compassionately with me and further me in the obedience of God the Most
High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done me a kindness.'.? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us
instead of thee..See, then, O august king," continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the viziers' malice revert upon
their own necks; and I trust in God that He will succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king and show forth the truth unto him.
Indeed, I fear not for my life from death; only I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless of offence, and if I knew that I were
guilty of aught, my tongue would be mute.".The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when he was ware of them, he
opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but
we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to
hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and
the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O
my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard
I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom
the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.Now the four
women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with
an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me between you.' At
this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw thee, I have
loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her
for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh and this
other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her and
welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.Then said he to Arwa, "What wilt
thou that I do with them?" And she answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of God the Most High; (119) the slayer shall be slain and
the transgressor transgressed against, even as he transgressed against us; yea, and the well-doer, good shall be done unto him, even as he did unto
us." So she gave [her officers] commandment concerning Dadbin and they smote him on the head with a mace and slew him, and she said, "This is
for the slaughter of my father." Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and carry him] to the desert whither he had caused carry her [and leave him
there without victual or water]; and she said to him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt abide [the punishment of] thy guilt and perish of hunger and
thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered, even as I was delivered.".?STORY OF THE UNJUST KING AND THE
TITHER..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them
what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king
than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for
a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it
chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of
the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came
the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch,
marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her
all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and
none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the
censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and went away..? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from my loved one, Like
a left hand, forsaken of the right..? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and
slain.."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious."
Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God
show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me
beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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