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To see his newborn baby girl, Barty shared the sight of other Bartys, and he so adored this little wrinkled Mary that he sustained his vision all day,

until a thunderous migraine became too much to bear and a sudden frightening slurring of speech drove him back to the comfort of

blindness..proud," she said, smiling as she quoted one of their father's most familiar sermons, "nor powerful-".Yet had the obstacles been piled

twice as high, the time had come to put into words what they felt for each other and to decide what they intended to do about it. Celestina knew that

in depth and intensity, as well as in the promise of passion, Wally's love for her equaled hers for him; out of respect for her and perhaps because the

sweet man doubted his desirability, he tried to conceal the true power of his feelings and actually thought he succeeded, though in fact he was

radiant with love. His once-brotherly kisses on the cheek, his touches, his admiring looks were all still chaste but ever more tender with the passage

of time; and when he held her hand-as in the gallery this evening-whether as a show of support or simply to keep her safely beside him in a

crosswalk on a busy street, dear Wally was overcome by a wistfulness and a longing that Celestina vividly remembered from Junior high school,

when thirteen-year-old boys, their gazes filled with purest adoration, would be struck numb and mute by the conflict between yearning and

inexperience. On three occasions recently, he seemed on the brink of revealing his feelings, which he would expect to surprise if not shock her, but

the moment had never been quite right..She put down her fork, glanced around the restaurant once more, and leaned across the table. Blushing

brighter, she softly sang the opening lines of "Someone to Watch over Me.".Thrilled to have inspired this awe in her, he closed the book.

"Remember what we talked about a long time ago? You asked me how come, if I could walk where the rain wasn't. . . "."Well, with so much on His

shoulders, He can't always watch us directly, you know, with His fullest attention every minute, but He's always at least watching from the corner

of His eye. You'll be all right. I know you will.".By the time he reached the airport, located a private-charter company, chased up the owner

through the night-security man, and arranged to be flown at once to Eugene, Oregon, aboard a twin-engine Cessna, the points of pain in his face

had begun to throb..He looked at the two cards following the four of clubs in the stack. Neither of these was a jack of spades, either, and both were

what he anticipated.."Tragic. Her string's been cut too soon. Her music's ended prematurely," Junior said, feeling confident enough to dish a serving

of the maniac cop's half-baked theory of life back to him. "There's a discord in he universe now, Detective. No one can know how the vibrations of

that discord will come to affect you, me, all of us.".She loosened her hair and brushed it out, and Nolly took her to dinner at their favorite place,

which had the decor of a classy saloon and a bay view suitable for God's table. They came here often enough that the maitre d' greeted them by

name, as did their waiter..He had taken refuge in meditation, because he'd been frustrated by his continuing failure in the Bartholomew hunt and

disturbed by his apparently paranormal experiences with quarters and with phone calls from the dead. More deeply disturbed than he had realized

or had been able to admit..As the nurse gave Junior the injection, Parkhurst said, "You're an exceptionally sensitive man, Enoch. That's a quality to

be much admired in an often unfeeling world. But in your current condition, your sensitivity is your worst enemy.".Her fear, Agnes suddenly

realized, arose from her father's often expressed conviction that an attempt to excel at anything was a sin that would one day be grievously

punished. All forms of amusement were sinful, by his way of thinking, and all those who sought even the simplest entertainment were lost souls;

however, those who desired to amuse others were the worse sinners, because they were overflowing with pride, striving to shine, eager to make

themselves into false gods, to be praised and adored as only God should be adored. Actors, musicians, singers, novelists were doomed to hell by the

very acts of creation which, in their egomania, they saw as the equal of their Creator's work. Striving to excel at anything, in fact, was a sign of

corruption in the soul, whether one wanted to be recognized as a superior carpenter or car mechanic, or a grower of prize roses. Talent, in her

father's view, was not a gift from God, but from the devil, meant to distract us from prayer, penitence, and duty..Two teenage boys and one elderly

woman scrambled across the sidewalk, grabbing at the ringing rain of quarters. They caught some, but others bounced and twirled through their

grasping fingers, rolling-spinning away into the gutter..When Junior checked his Rolex, he realized that he didn't know how long he'd been sitting

here since Ichabod had driven off in the Buick. Maybe one minute, maybe ten..She snatched the handset away from Angel, told Bellini, "He's

here," threw the phone on the bed, told Angel, "Stay close to me," ran to the windows, and jerked the drapes out of the way..He hurried into the

bedroom and switched on the nightstand lamp, without concern for whether the light might be seen from the street..Junior didn't believe in gods,

devils, Heaven, Hell, life after death. He put his faith in one thing: himself..Confused, Panglo held out his right hand, but Jacob said, "Sorry, no

offense, but I don't shake with anyone.".Having shuffled all four stacks of cards, Jacob cut two decks and shuffled the halves together, controlling

them exactly as he had controlled them on Friday evening. Then the other two halves..At the grave, they arrived with red and white roses. Agnes

carried the red, and Barty brought the white..Junior considered leaving before Vanadium-still seventy-five yards away-arrived. He was afraid he

would appear to be fleeing..Through the door came the sound of running water splashing in a sink. Neddy washing his hands..Letting go of Maria,

lowering her hand to her heart, Agnes said, "I want to see him." After making the sign of the cross, Maria said, "They must to have keeped him in

the eggubator until he is not dangerous. When the nurse comes, I will make her to tell me when the baby is to be safe. But I can't be leave you. I

watch. I watch over.".The physician saw the look and understood it. A blush pinked his long, pale face. "Celestina, you're quite beautiful, and I'm

sure you've learned to be wary of men, but I swear that my intentions are entirely honorable.".The six-foot-tall statue was of a nude woman, formed

from scrap metal, some of it rusted and otherwise corroded. The feet were made from gear wheels of various sizes and from bent blades of broken
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meat cleavers. Pistons, pipes, and barbed wire formed her legs. She was busty: hammered soup pots as breasts, corkscrews as nipples. Rake-tine

hands were crossed defensively over the misshapen bosom. In a face sculpted from bent forks and fan blades, empty black eye sockets glared with

hideous suffering, and a wide-mouthed shriek accused the world with a silent but profound cry of horror..A shiver of awe traveled Celestina's

spine, because she knew what the physician's next words would surely be..At the end of his fourth month, instead of in his seventh, he said

"Mama," and clearly knew what it meant. He repeated it when he wanted to get her attention..Over the final refrain of "I'll Be Seeing You" came a

man's voice from the foyer, raised quizzically, with perhaps a note of surprise: "Victoria.."For the love of God," Junior pleaded, "can't you please

give me something for the pain?".In July, she went for a walk on the shore with Paul Damascus, expecting to do a little beachcombing, to watch the

comical scurrying crabs. Somewhere between the seashells and the crustaceans, however, he asked her if she could ever love him..Someone named

Bartholomew had adopted Seraphim's son and named the boy after himself Junior applied the patience learned through meditation to the task at

hand, and instinctively, he soon evolved a motivating mantra that continuously cycled through his mind while he studied the telephone directories:

Find the father, kill the son..Laying the gun on the newspaper, he dropped into the chair. He picked up his coffee. The search of the house had been

conducted with such urgency that the java was still pleasantly hot..One of the gifts of power is to know power. Wizard knows wizard, unless the

concealment is very skillful. And the boy had no skills at all except in boat-building, of which he was a promising scholar by the age of twelve.

About that time the midwife who had helped his mother at his birth came by and said to his parents, "Let Otter come to me in the evenings after

work. He should learn the songs and be prepared for his naming day.".Smiling in the fearless dark, she listened to the rhythmic breathing of a

sleeping boy..Jacob cooked corn bread, cheese-and-parsley omelettes, and crisp home fries with a dash of onion salt..Waking from a bad dream, he

sometimes thought he heard the ratcheting of gear-wheel feet. The scrape and creak of rusted iron joints. The clink of rake-tine fingers rattling

against one another..The container-eye-level at the top, battered, rust-streaked, beaded with condensation-was larger than some in the alleyway,

with a bifurcated lid. Both halves of the lid were already raised..But first, in early July, he stopped taking French lessons. It was an impossible

language. Difficult to pronounce. Ridiculous sentence constructions. Anyway, none of the good-looking women he met spoke French or cared

whether he did..a time, from the carafe on the nightstand. She spooned the ice into Junior's mouth not with the businesslike.If the ace of diamonds,

in quartet, must be taken seriously, then why not the rest of the draw?."Honey," she said, crouching to peer at him through the vertical slats of the

playpen, "what're you doing?".Although he didn't believe in destiny, in fate, in anything more than himself and his own ability to shape his future,

Junior couldn't deny how extraordinary it was that this woman should cross his path at this precise moment in his life, when he was frustrated to the

point of cerebral hemorrhage by his inability to find Bartholomew, confused and nervous about the phantom singer and other apparently

supernatural events in his life, and generally in a funk unlike any he had ever known before. Here was a link to Seraphim and, through Seraphim, to

Bartholomew..Junior had left the front door locked, because if unlocked, it would look as though he had wanted to facilitate their entry, and it

would make them suspicious of the whole scenario..FOR JUNIOR CAIN, the Year of the Horse (1966) and the Year of the Sheep (1967) offered

many opportunities for personal growth and self-improvement. Even if by Christmas Eve, '67, Junior would not be able to take a dry walk in the

rain, this nevertheless was a period of great achievement and much pleasure for him..Elsewhere in the cemetery, about 150 yards away, another

interment service-with a much larger group of mourners-had begun prior to this one for Naomi. Now it was over, and the people were dispersing to

their cars..After a minute, he slipped his hand into his pocket. The quarter was still there..On the High Marsh.Not incidentally, the project served as

a vehicle by which some older citizens, in financial crisis, could receive money in a way that spared their dignity, gave them hope, and repaired

their damaged self esteem. Agnes asked Obadiah to enrich the project by accepting a one year grant to record the story of his life with the help of

the head librarian..Although she knew how, and although she knew the pointlessness of asking why, Agnes asked, "Why? Oh, Lord, why must a

blind boy climb a tree?".The following morning, he canceled his German lessons. It was an impossible language. The words were enormously

long..Eventually, a braless blonde in shiny white plastic boots, a white miniskirt, and a hot-pink T-shirt featuring the silk-screened face of Albert

Einstein, said, "Sure, I know her. Had some classes with her. She's nice enough, but she's kind of nerdy, especially for an Afro-American. I mean,

they're never nerdy--am I right?".Aftermath was not important. Only movement mattered. Just forget the busload of nuns smashed on the tracks,

and stay with the onrushing train. Keep moving, looking forward, always forward.."Maybe," said Angel. "Or maybe to The Monkees ... or maybe

to where you didn't get run down by the rhinosharush.".If she'd connected with his left side, as she intended, she might have broken his arm or

cracked a few ribs. But lie saw the chair coming, and as agile as a base runner dodging a shortstop's tag, he turned away from her, taking the blow

across his back..Vanadium understood the depth of his old friend's pain, and he knew that the anguish over the loss of a child could make the best

of men act out of emotion rather than good judgment, and so he accepted Harrison's preference to let the matter rest. When enough time passed for

reflection, what Vanadium ultimately decided was that of the two of them, Harrison was much the stronger in his faith, and that he himself, perhaps

for the rest of his life, would be more comfortable behind a badge than behind a Roman collar..In August, he developed an interest in meditation.

He began with concentrative meditation-the form called meditation "with seed"--in which you must close your eyes, mentally focus on a visualized

object, and clear your mind of all else..Rena laughed. "Oh, but true! And not just a garden. I'm a field of flowers!" She let go of her skirt, which

shimmered like cascades of falling petals. "So tonight will be a famous night, Celestina.".Maria turned sideways in her chair and dealt from the top

of the four-deck stack, onto the table in front of Barty..Maria Elena Gonzalez-no longer a seamstress in a dry-cleaners, but proprietor of Elena's
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Fashions, a small dress shop one block off the town square-joined Agnes, Barty, Edom, and Jacob on Christmas.By the time they reached the

seventh painting, alcohol and rich French cuisine and Jack Lientery's powerful art combined to devastate Frieda. She shuddered, leaned with one

hand on a canvas, hung her head, and committed an act of bad PR.."Yes, but it's a Catholic hospital, and they offer this option to all unwed

mothers-doesn't matter what their religion.".Now, without realizing when it had happened, he had been lowered from his knees to his right side.

Head elevated and tilted by one of the paramedics. So he could expel the bile, the blood, rather than choke on it..The magazine covers were

colorful, lurid, full of violence and eeriness and the coy sexual suggestiveness of a more innocent time. Most days, he read a story while eating the

two pieces of fruit that were his lunch, but sometimes he lost himself in a particularly vivid illustration, daydreaming about far places and great

adventures.."Mommy, watch!" He turned in the deluge with his arms held out from his sides. "Not scary!".They would have given him an

antinausea medication. It most likely wasn't going to work quickly enough to save him..Returning the newborn to the nun, Celestina asked for the

use of a phone, and for privacy..Although Junior continued to feel threatened, continued to trust his instinct in this matter, he didn't devote his every

waking hour to the hunt. He had a life to enjoy, after all. Self-improvements to undertake, galleries to explore, women to pursue..The three adults

exclaimed at the disappearance of the quarter, applauded again, and looked knowingly at Tom's hands, which had closed at the sudden conclusion

of all the flourishes..A s?ance was what it appeared to be at first. Eight people were gathered around the dining-room table, which stood utterly

bare. No food, no drinks, no centerpiece. They all exhibited that shiny-faced look of people nervously awaiting the revelations of a spirit medium:

part trepidation, part soaring hope..This was a good night for television. To Tell the Truth at seven-thirty, followed by I've Got a Secret, The Lucy

Show, and The Andy Griffith Show. The new Lucy wasn't quite as good as the old show; Paul and Perri missed Desi Arnaz and William

Frawley..She slept for a while, waking to a prayer spoken softly but fervently in Spanish..Her name was Victoria Bressler, and she was an attractive

blonde. She would never have been serious competition For Naomi, because Naomi had been singularly stunning, but Naomi, after all, was

gone..Now that efforts were being made to control the preeclampsia, Dr. Daines had scheduled a series of tests for the following day. He expected

to recommend a cesarean section as soon as Phimie's e's blood pressure was reduced and stabilized, but he didn't want to risk this surgery before

determining what complications might have resulted from her restricted diet and the compression of her abdomen..Surprising himself more than

anyone, Edom also presented his collection to the university. Out with tornadoes, hurricanes, tidal waves, earthquakes, and volcanoes; bring in the

roses. He lightly renovated his small apartment, painted it in brighter colors, and throughout the autumn, he stocked his bookshelves with volumes

on horticulture, excitedly planning a substantial expansion of the rosarium come spring..Joey was standing just outside, gazing in at her. His blue

eyes were seas where sorrow sailed..Junior glimpsed Vanadium first in profile-and then, as the cop rode down and away, only the back of his head.

He hadn't seen this man in almost three years, yet he was instantly certain that this was no coincidental look-alike. Here went the

filthy-scabby-monkey spirit itself..Kneeling at her side, Junior placed the decorative pillow over her lovely face and pressed down firmly while

Frank Sinatra finished "Hello, Young Lovers," and sang perhaps half of "All or Nothing at All." Victoria never regained consciousness, never had a

chance to struggle..Agnes remained mystified by this talk, but a week before, in the rain-swept cemetery, she had learned there was substance to

it..Assisted by Edom and Jacob, Agnes-in a wheelchair-was rolled across the grass, between the headstones, to her husband's final resting place.

Although no longer in danger of renewed hemorrhaging, she was under doctor's orders to avoid strain.."Six hundred ninety-five people were killed

in three states. Winds so powerful that some of the bodies were thrown a mile and a half from where they were snatched off the ground.".AFTER

UNDERGOING TESTS for brain tumors or lesions, to ascertain whether his seizure of violent emesis might, in fact, have a physical cause, Junior

was returned to his hospital room shortly before noon..Instead, he imagined Vanadium's blunt fingers moving over the intravenous apparatus with

surprising delicacy, reading the function of the equipment as a blind man would read Braille with swift, sure, gliding fingertips. He imagined the

detective finding the injection port in the main drip line, pinching it between thumb and forefinger. Saw him produce a hypodermic needle as a

magician would pluck a silk scarf from the ether. Nothing in the syringe except deadly air. The needle sliding into the port ....He summoned

enough courage to approach the nightstand. His hand trembled. He half expected the quarter to be illusory; to disappear between his pinching

fingers, but it was real.."You feel remorse, though," said Agnes. "I can see you do. And not just because of what happened to your

hands."."Supposing he's senile, wouldn't he possibly think you were his long- lost brother or someone?"."That discord sets up lots of other

vibrations, some of which will return to you in ways you might expect-and some in ways you could never see coming. Of the things you couldn't

have seen coming, I'm the worst."."You haven't had previous episodes like this?" Parkhurst asked, standing at the bedside with a file folder in his

hands, half-lens reading glasses pulled down to the tip of his nose..The reverend made the first toast, speaking so softly that his tremulous words

seemed to bloom in Celestina's mind and heart rather than to fall upon her ears. "To gentle Phimie, who is with God.".Out of respect for his mother,

Barty struggled to hold fast to his eyeless second sight, living in the idea of a world where he still had vision, until she had been accorded the

honors she deserved and had been laid to rest beside his father..But first, March 23: the bad date with Frieda Bliss, and what he discovered in his

apartment when he came home that night..Now, here, all three on the street and vulnerable at once-the man, Celestina, the bastard boy..His

enjoyment of the art was diminished by these associations, and as Junior turned away from Industrial Woman, his attention was suddenly captured

by the quarters. Three lay on the floor at her gear wheel-and-meat-cleaver feet. They had not been here earlier.."Just that she's aware of all the ways

things are," Maria added. "Like you and Barty.".She nodded. And could not lift her gaze from her hands. Could not meet his eyes, afraid that his
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worry would feed her own, afraid also that the sight of his sympathy would shake loose her perilous grip on her emotions.."Why should I be afraid

of a stumbling blind boy?" asked Junior again. But this time the words issued from him in a different tone of voice, because suddenly he sensed

something knowing in this boy's attitude, if not in his manufactured eyes, a quality similar to what the girl exhibited..When Junior walked the

cracked-linoleum corridor and descended the six flights of stairs to the street, he discovered that a thin drizzle was falling. The afternoon grew

darker even as he turned his face to the sky, and the cold, dripping city, which swaddled Bartholomew somewhere in its concrete folds, appeared

not to be a beacon of culture and sophistication anymore, but a forbidding and dangerous empire, as it had never seemed to him before..The bright

side was easy to see. If Vanadium's reputation among other cops and among prosecutors was that of a paranoid, a pathetic a after phantom

perpetrators, his unsupported belief that Naomi.EACH MOMENTOUS DAY, the work was done in memory of his mother. At Pie Lady Services,

always, they sought new recipes and new ways to brighten the corner where they were.."And in a lot of somewheres," said Barty, "things are worse

for us than here. Some somewheres, you died, too, when I was born, so I never met you, either.".The two men introduced themselves. The

physician was Dr. Jim Parkhurst. His manner was easy and affable, and his soothing voice, either by nature or by calculation, was as healing as

balm..Why Cain, even if he was the father, should be interested in the little girl was a mystery to Tom Vanadium. This totally self-involved,

spookily hollow man held nothing sacred; fatherhood would have no appeal for him, and he certainly wouldn't feel any obligation to the child that

had resulted from his assault on Phimie..He found himself looking over his shoulder more than once. By the time lie returned to his room, he felt

half crushed by anxiety..With a portion of his profits from Tammy Bean's stock picks, Junior had bought a second painting by Sklent. Titled In the

Baby's Brain Lies the Parasite of Doom, Version 6, it was so exquisitely repellent that the artist's genius could not be in doubt..Nolly adored her

laugh, so musical and girlish. He would have made all sorts of a fool out of himself, anytime, just to hear it.."He'll just think I'm an incompetent

detective. If he comes around wanting his five hundred bucks back, I'll give it to him.".When at last the caller spoke again, her voice sounded a

kingdom away: "Will you tell Bartholomew ... ?"."No, no. But being around him so much, inevitably I absorb some details. He's a compelling

speaker when the subject interests him."."WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE MY BOYFRIEND?" asked Miss Velveeta, who had thus far shown no

romantic inclinations..the hilly streets of the city, ignoring all traffic lights and stop signs, pegging the speedometer needle at its highest mark, as

though he might eventually be air-cooled by sufficient speed. He wanted to slam through unwary pedestrians, crack their bones, and send them

tumbling..replace her. I'd never be able to spend a penny of it. Not a penny. I'd have to give it away. What would be the point?"."It's all the same.

Cars, trains, ships, all the same," Jacob insisted. "You remember the Toya Maru? Japanese ferry capsized back in September '54. Eleven hundred

sixty-eight people dead. Or worse, in '48, off Manchuria, God almighty, the boiler exploded on a Chinese merchant ship, six thousand died. Six

thousand on a single ship!".Dr. Zedd's death, just last Thanksgiving, had been a blow to Junior, a loss to the nation, to the entire world. He

considered it a tragedy equal to the Kennedy assassination one year previous..An authoritative note came into Parkhurst's voice, that emperor-of-

tone that probably was taught in a special medical-school course on intimidation, though he was striking this attitude a little too late to be entirely

effective. "My patient is in a fragile state. He mustn't be agitated, Detective. I really don't want you questioning him until tomorrow at the

earliest.".Although he harbored no fear of coming under suspicion for the murder of Victoria Bressler, he intended to leave Spruce Hills this very

night. No future existed for him in such a sleepy backwater. A wider world awaited, and he had earned the right to enjoy all that it could offer

him..The diarrhea was over, finished, part of the past. Long ago he had learned never to dwell on the past, never to be overly concerned about the

worries of the present, but to be focused entirely on the future. He was a man of the future..Somehow, Agnes knew that in his younger days,

Obadiah had been a stage magician. Artlessly, she drew him out on the subject..He briefly closed his hand around the three coins, then with a snap

of his wrist, flung them at Nolly, who flinched. But either the coins were never flung or they vanished in midair-and his hand was empty.."What's

below us?" Hound pointed to the floor, paved with rough slate flags..From the moment the girl was admitted on the evening of January 5, the

nurses at St. Mary's Hospital in San Francisco called her Phimie, too, not because they knew her well enough to love her, but because that was the

name they heard Celestina use..He nodded. "The effect not only comes before a cause in this case, but completely without a cause. The effect is

staying dry in the rain, but the cause-supposedly walking in a dryer world-never occurs. Only the idea of it.".Junior hadn't noticed when the

detective stopped turning the coin across his knuckles..Still relishing her little pretense of rejection, Victoria did not touch the rose. "What kind of

woman do you think I am?"."Let's roll 'em. out," Paul said, and he returned to the station wagon to ride shotgun beside Agnes..Before Junior had

become a physical therapist, he had considered studying to be a dentist. A low tolerance for the stench of halitosis born of gum disease had decided

him against dentistry, but he still could appreciate a set of teeth as exceptional as these..Having survived the night, Edom and Jacob were waiting in

the hall. Each kissed his nephew, but neither could speak..The apartment above Elena's Fashions could be reached by a set of exterior stairs at the

back of the building. The climb had never before taxed Agnes in the least, but now it took away her breath and left her legs trembling by the time

she reached the top landing..A spirit-shredding bleakness clawed at her, but she couldn't permit it to leave her in tatters. If she traded hope for

despair, as her brothers had done, Bartholomew would be finished before he'd begun. She owed him optimism, lessons in the joy of life..In the

morning, at breakfast, from this calmer perspective, he looked back at his tantrum in the middle of the night and wondered if he might be in

psychological trouble. He decided not. In November and December, Junior studied arcane texts on the supernatural, went through new women at a

pace prodigious even for him, found three Bartholomews, and finished ten needlepoint pillows..Among themselves, the authorities spoke more
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often than not in murmurs. Or perhaps Junior was too distracted to hear them clearly.."What kept me going these past two and a half years was

knowing that I could get my hands on Mr. Cain when I was finally well enough to do something about him.".Kitchen staff. All men. Some looked

up in surprise; others were oblivious of him. He stalked the cramped work aisles, eyes watering from the fragrant steam and the heat, seeking

Vanadium, an answer..His dry tongue, his parched mouth, his desiccated throat felt packed fall of sand, and his voice lay buried alive down

there..Although she was aware that these extraordinary events would shape the rest of her life, beginning with her actions in the hours immediately

ahead of her, she could not clearly see what she ought to do next. At the core of her confusion was a conflict of mind and heart, reason and faith,

but also a battle between desire and duty. Until she was.The blue vault above, cloudless now, was the most threatening sky that Edom had ever

seen. The air was astonishingly dry so soon after a storm. And still. Hushed. Earthquake weather. Before this momentous day was done, great

temblors and five-hundred-foot tidal waves would rock and swamp the coast.
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