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Singer and the Druggist, The, i. 229..Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..There was once of old time a foolish, ignorant man, who had
wealth galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used to watch for her husband's absence and come to her,
and on this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if thou
desire me and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's presence; else will I never again come to thee nor
draw near thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could not brook his separation an hour nor could endure
to vex him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he not live who
would vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of this.."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a
wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of
God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he
came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his
kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After
awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go
and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein
were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..O thou that blamest me for my heart
and railest at my ill, ii. 101..76. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the
palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand dinars, saying, "Take them as a thank-offering for thy preservation from death," whilst the princess
did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to
live] in joy and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and
peopleth the tombs..So saying, he left him and went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to
the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but
for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the
money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him
and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him
for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed
that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of
back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from him and dispersed..? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii.Now
Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he
came before him, he discovered to him that which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the
Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them,
'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be
present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of
experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee
see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the
assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..? ? ? ? ?
Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the
Eagle clii.The Twenty-First Night of the Month..?THE TWELFTH OFFICER'S STORY.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other
than he?" "Heman ben Ghalib el Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith, glorying in adultery ..." [And he repeated the
following verses:].Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the
strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport.
Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a
reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return
him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this
letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his
letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper
and wrote the following verses:.Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all
sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the vine..11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter (239).45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dlxix.Ass,
the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and
none, who questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him
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of [the cause of] his grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that
the king's grief arose from regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys
and spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them
spread out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught
therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered,
'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND
THE KING..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their
instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the
pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about
him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the hospital and of that which I
suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his
eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still] found the apartment lighted and the girls
singing..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.Meanwhile,
the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a
company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment
and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in
him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a
number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate
flourished and his affairs prospered..Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so
methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put
this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like
unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady
Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing
from thy leasing.".? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure
desire, iii. 19..9. The History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book
and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a
trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's
middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so
the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when
he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to
the mouth of the pit and went away..? ? ? ? ? I am the champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I
appear..Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh
on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then she returned to
her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou embellishest my
festival, O thou who hast commandment over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy faithfulness to
thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise
and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she had gotten her
rest; after which she arose and betaking herself to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and pondered the
affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had betided him after her and wept sore..Then he turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to her,
"Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the
Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am
I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and
he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear
with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said,
"Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the
singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..11. The Voyages of Sindbad
the Sailor ccxliv.151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.The company marvelled
at the goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came forward the
sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than
this and stranger..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid
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bare!.My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..Envy and Malice, Of, i. 125..74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders
dclix.? ? ? ? ? My outward of my inward testifies And this bears witness that that tells aright. (39).41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.When she had
made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The
First Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.When she heard their
words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!'
Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess
that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and
exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast
spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then
she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.Moreover, he gave her a
complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of
her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who
was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops
and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my
mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen
and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!),"
answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the
sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord,"
asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by
reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By
Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".He who
Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, i. 50..When the evening came and the king sat in his privy chamber, he summoned the vizier and required
of him the story of the thief and the woman. Quoth the vizier, "Know, O king, that.Woman (The Old), the Merchant and the King, i. 265..STORY
OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND ?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say, iii.
36..101. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo dcclxvi.The Fifth Night of the Month.When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and
he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And
he bade him go to his house..There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of
lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him,
because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise
gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should
make default in the condition aforesaid]..?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all
I'm held in amity..The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand
dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..King Shehriyar marvelled [at
this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And he was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and
sought help of God the Most High. Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy stories, O Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the
completion of the story-telling." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath reached me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I
will set forth to you a means (148) of security (149) against vexation. (150) A friend of mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to
security (151) against vexation, (152)and the origin of it was other than this; to wit, it was as follows. (153).? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor
henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's
return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was
like to slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case;
whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and
I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them
and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dcccclxxxiv.?THE FIFTH
OFFICER'S STORY..'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two
youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state,
know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.'
And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping
and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his
palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him
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and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother ci.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the
Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.See, then, O august king," continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the
viziers' malice revert upon their own necks; and I trust in God that He will succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king and show
forth the truth unto him. Indeed, I fear not for my life from death; only I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless of offence,
and if I knew that I were guilty of aught, my tongue would be mute.".Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should
show, iii. 10..The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way
that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go
barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the
gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So
they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what
thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a
beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one
question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king?
Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon
the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.Therewithal El Abbas
smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name
was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then
returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us again, in
despite of our foes!.? ? ? ? ? My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..Twelfth
Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.The old woman returned to the man and told him what the damsel said;
and he lusted after her, by reason of her beauty and her repentance; so he took her to wife, and when he went in to her, he loved her and she also
loved him. On this wise they abode a great while, till one day he questioned her of the cause of a mark (13) he espied on her body, and she said, 'I
know nought thereof save that my mother told me a marvellous thing concerning it.' 'What was that?' asked he, and she answered, 'She avouched
that she gave birth to me one night of the nights of the winter and despatched a hired man, who was with us, in quest of fire for her. He was absent
a little while and presently returning, took me and slit my belly and fled. When my mother saw this, affliction overcame her and compassion
possessed her; so she sewed up my belly and tended me till, by the ordinance of God (to whom belong might and majesty), the wound healed
up.".85. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their case to El
Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot]
bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment;
(83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to
his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile.
Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved
inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves
dcxxix.Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise
and safety I traverse, without fear,.They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman
and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and
increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him,
"Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the
Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath
taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is
accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till,
whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase
thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her
saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside,
verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on
food, from the platter my hand I raise, though my spirit should long for the fare;.Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..When she had
made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to
her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while
Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of
their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh,
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without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of
rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El
Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..After
this came the horseman, who had taken Abou Sabir's wife, and complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself,
avouching that she was his wife. The king bade bring her before him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the
horseman came with her before him, and when the king saw her, he knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he
became aware of the troops, that they murmured against him and spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them,
'As for me, by God the Great, I am not the king's brother! Nay, I am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used
every day to taunt me therewith. Ye think that I am the king's brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my
patience. As for the king who sought protection of me and I despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and
drove me forth of my native land and banished me, without due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of
lawful vengeance. As for the thieves who proffered repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul
[dealing] and waylaid me by the road and despoiled me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye
deemed slaves, are my very sons; so I avenged myself on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As
for the horseman whom I slew, the woman I took from him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to
me]; so this was my right, and my deed that I have done was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by
way of tyranny.' When the folk heard this, they marvelled and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding
affection and excused themselves to him, marvelling at that which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his
longsuffering and his patience and how he had raised himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while
God cast down the [late] king from the throne into the pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of
the fruit of patience and its sweetness and the fruit of haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.'
On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the
fashion of the noble, and it is the chiefest of their reliance, especially for kings.".So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and
assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning
him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt
thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God
amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and
indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the
chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her
breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any
one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any
the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to
him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my
face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover
unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!"
And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long
my steel-barbed spear..When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king
loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was
confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the
love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine
inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of]
one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard
her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the
king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.Khelbes and his Wife and the
Learned Man, i. 301..94. The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for
love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.Lavish of House and Victual to one whom he knew not, The Man who was, i.
293..Then he turned to the woman and said to her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What
prompted thee to this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father and my mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?"
asked the Khalif, and she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek." (93) Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away,
and it booteth not to speak of them; but, as for that which I took of wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful
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to her to the utmost of munificence..? ? ? ? ? p. The Man who saw the Night of Power dccccxciii.? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.Meanwhile, she
prayed to God the Most High that He would establish her innocence in the eyes of her husband and the folk. So He sent down upon her husband's
brother a sore disease and none knew a remedy for him; wherefore he said to his brother, ' In such a city is a pious woman, a recluse, and her
prayers are answered; so do thou carry me to her, that she may pray for me and God (to whom belong might and majesty) may make me whole of
this sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with him, till they came to the village where dwelt the old man, who had rescued the
woman from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she recovered]..So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself
to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath
bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at
the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with
us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the
ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O
pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer]
before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent
one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of
him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.Then said the
sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said,
'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding
and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the
sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but
that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was
prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth
galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50)
Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..So Selim came forward and
kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to end, till the time of their coming to that
city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and that which had betided him [with him] and
what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the cook had made him his brother's
slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how life was not pleasant to him till he should
foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with that which had betided him of sickness
and disease for the space of a full-told year..The Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of
his boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of
smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was
wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried
her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the lute; and if she pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's
palace.."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but
fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was."
"With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess,
that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this
with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said,
'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand alike.'"
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