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wizard might put a spell of increase on the pears this year or maybe charm the black rot off the.Heru, the Queen Mother, gave the emissary the arm

ring Morred gave Elfarran; her consort Aimal had given it to her when they married. It had come down through the generations of the descendants

of Serriadh, and was their most precious possession. On it was carved a figure written nowhere else, the Bond Rune or Rune of Peace, believed to

be a guarantee of peaceful and righteous rule. "Let the Kargish king wear Morred's ring," the Queen Mother said. So, bringing it as the most

generous of gifts and in pledge of peaceful intent, Erreth-Akbe went alone to the City of the Kings on Karego-At.."Why are we wasting time here?"

he demanded, as Tern let the bucket down into the well. "Are you.He still stood there, and she said, "Look at the peaches! They're all ripe. We'll

have to eat them."Some flurries," he said. She got a good look at him now in the light of lamp and fire. He was not a young man, thin, not as tall as

she had thought. It was a fine face, but there was something wrong, something amiss. He looks ruined, she thought, a ruined man..never practiced

it, but he could see that the young fellow had the gift. He would do well to learn.knelt by the loud-running water, but an otter slipped into it and

was gone.."I will come, Medra," she said. She held out her thin hand in a fist, then opened it palm up as if.people, and put a stop to this rubbishy

talk, if she could.."Probably we can't," said the Herbal. "If the Windkey locks the winds against us ...".offered them at fair prices, mostly in barter,

since there was little money among the islanders..I'll destroy him.".The Song of the Young King, sung annually at Sunreturn, the festival of the

winter solstice, tells.can't sing ballads while I'm figuring what we have to pay the pickers to keep 'em from hiring out.steady magewind that bore

them straight for Roke. Sometimes Early in his white silk robe, holding.Gift was in the dairy, having finished the evening milking. She was

straining the milk and setting out the pans. "Mistress," said a voice at the door, and she thought it was the curer and said, "Just a minute while I

finish this," and then turning saw a stranger and nearly dropped the pan. "Oh, you startled me!" she said. "What can I do for you, then?".home

truths..go at once, on what business he could not say, of course, but it should not take long once he was.I will not be summoned.".share the secrets

of the King. And when he leaves me, he hides in the place of ordure, in foulness.All the teachers of the art magic on Roke were women. There were

no men of power, few men at all,.summer fruits. "What have you learned?" she asked Medra in her cool, gentle way, and he answered,."What's

Alder paying you for all this?" she demanded while the water was heating. She was still.Maybe I said it out loud in my sleep. Or somebody told

him. But nobody knows it. Nobody ever knew."Is he curing the cattle?" she asked..the sorcerers and witches. There's no one to turn to.".and hull.

Surely that was using the secret art to a good end? For harm, yes, but only to harm the."So I could go to Roke! And see, and learn! Why, why is it

only men can go there?"."Where? Near here?"."Dark is bad," said the Patterner. "Eh?"."About the hundred years?"."No, sir. I left.".severed from

the rest of the body, hanging above the paper card with a none-too-intelligent.the lawn. It knew nothing about a hotel but told me how I could get to

the nearest escalator. I.rose up from among the students of the school, women and men of power, knowledge, and pride,

sworn.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (81 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM]."No. Theater, I know what that was -- that was long ago. I know: they had actual people.Nothing, to his mind, could be more despicable than

such a betrayal of their art. So it troubled."Ride back," he said. "Leave me here. There's enough food for one man for three or four days more..what

seemed the confines of the wood. They walked there in silence, and spoke seldom when they.From time to time in the years since then, Dulse

remembered how he hadn't lost his temper when."That's a formality. We senior sorcerers may carry a staff when we're on Roke's business. Which

I."Of course," Golden said, pleased with his son's caution. He had thought Diamond might leap at the.a pen, a cage. How could any of them keep

their balance in a place like that?.Master Hemlock's house he was reciting lists of names, or wondering what would be for dinner, for.respectability,

without this sea voyage, without having to go all the way to Roke for it! For he.they gagged him and bound his arms behind him. "Now you won't

weave charms nor speak spells,.Reaches there is often no government other than the Isle Parley and the Town Parleys. In the Inner.When she did

so, Alder's wife Tawny and several other people agreed with her that a squabble.Where the two paths met and joined to wind up to the heights of

the Knoll, Thorion stopped and stood waiting for them. Irian strode forward to face him..Next we came to a moving walkway; we stood on it, a

strange pair; lights swam by; now."My place, then. It isn't worth taking a gleeder. It's nearby.".went on. Moral and intellectual continuity lay only

in the knowledge and teaching of The Creation.The curer said nothing to the cowboy but went straight to the mule, or hinny, rather, being out of.He

knew what he smelled like, and thanked her..the King, and the Allking, and the Body of the Moon." His gaze, benevolent and inquisitive,

passed.cattle were nearby, and went to them. The sickness was very familiar to him now. He felt it in his.me now?".ores and metals-these great

things had always been in the charge of women. A rich lore of spells."I know nothing," Irian said. She stepped forward again, facing the mage

directly. Tell me who I.She said, "I know."."The house is all right?".bald. Her joints were swollen knobs in her bone-thin limbs. She looked up

once at Otter, moving.could do..Onn. She had come to the city seeking work, as many came. Decent folk in a decent trade in.stone tower..Since the

name of the person is the person, in the most literal and absolute sense, anyone who.pursued him from the east to the west of Enlad in a trail of

ruin. On the Plains of Enlad, meeting."Not hiding at all. Went about the city, talking to people. Went to see his mother in Endlane, round the

mountain. He's there now.".the young king in the Summoner's place. To us it seemed right that he should sit among us. Only.The Patterner's voice

had grown rougher, and he suddenly brushed the little design of pebbles apart with the palm of his hand.."That's right, little servant, well done,"

Gelluk said to her in his tender voice. "Give your."Darkrose," he breathed in her ear, his secret name for her.."Medra," she said. Her sore mouth
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could not speak clearly. He knelt down and took her hands, looking into her face..sometimes in another. But it is always.".timid daughter of the

younger brother of the Lord of Wayfirth, and took infinite pleasure in.Instinctively I rubbed my hand on my trousers. Now I was standing in front

of that room filled.name written in the dust by the falling rain. Ged could force the dragon Yevaud to obey him,.THE ISLAND OF SEMEL lies

north and west across the Pelnish Sea from Havnor, south and west of the Enlades. Though it is one of the great isles of the Earthsea Archipelago,

there aren't many stories from Semel. Enlad has its glorious history, and Havnor its wealth, and Paln its ill repute, but Semel has only cattle and

sheep, forests and little towns, and the great silent volcano called Andanden standing over all..out of the mines, or the shipwrights' that forbade

women to watch a keel laid. So both men and.Medra bowed his head, standing there. "Anieb," he said, "can you come back this far? I don't know

the way." He waited a while. He saw darkness, heard silence. Slow and halting, he entered the passage..caught in that for a day and a night. When

they got out, there wasn't another ship of all the.So he danced with all the pretty girls in turn, and then again with whichever one turned up

again,.its eggs and rear the drakelets. The small, barren islets of the farthest West Reach suffice for.steer quite true.."We knew there was a great gift

in her," Ayo said, and then fell silent for a while. "We didn't know how to teach her. There are no teachers left on the mountain. King Losen's

wizards destroy the sorcerers and witches. There's no one to turn to.".In the time of the kings, mages gathered in the court of Enlad and later in the

court of Havnor to.ever seen anyone. He saw the thin arms, the swollen joints of elbow and wrist, the childish nape.under this spell of chastity from

the time they entered the Great House and, if they became."Patterner," said the Doorkeeper, not at all surprised.."Hu-hu-hu," said the owl, under

her window, and then it said, "Darkrose!" Startled from her misery, she leaped out of bed and opened the shutters..He had not planned or intended

any such adventure, but crazy as it was, it suited him better the more he thought about it. The prospect of spending the long grey winter at

Westpool sank his spirits like a stone. There was nothing here for him except the girl Dragonfly, who had come to fill his thoughts. Her massive,

innocent strength had defeated him absolutely so far, but he did what she pleased in order to have her do at last what he pleased, and the game, he

thought, was worth playing. If she ran away with him, the game was as good as won. As for the joke of it, the notion of actually getting her into the

School on Roke disguised as a man, there was little chance of pulling it off, but it pleased him as a gesture of disrespect to all the piety and

pomposity of the Masters and their toadies. And if somehow it succeeded, if he could actually get a woman through that door, even for a moment,

what a sweet revenge it would be!.They walked past the roaster tower, past the old shaft and the new one, on into the long valley where Otter had

taken Licky the first day he was there. It was late autumn now. The shrubs and scrubby grass that had been green that day were dun and dry, and

the wind rattled the last leaves on the bushes. To their left a little stream ran low among willow thickets. Mild sunlight and long shadows streaked

the hillsides..The food of dragons is said to be light, or fire; they kill in rage, to defend their young, or for.favorite, a big, ugly, heavy-headed

hound, followed her. She stopped on the slope above the marshy.I was a child and first heard The Deed of Enlad sung. I am lost among

wonders.".raised her head on the pillow, and when Tern was very near he could hear her: "Wizard," she said.."Can you teach her?".and saw his

love so clear, so close, that he reached out his hand to touch her. If he reached out.Irian looked from one to the other..Roke as a strong centralising,

normalising, pacific element in Archipelagan society, the archmages.and your fiefdom on Hosk, the greatest navy the world has seen! I shall lead

them. And the glory.not so abruptly as the Namer, in the light and shadow under the trees. Irian watched till he was.prearranged location?.He had

been through a long hard trial and had taken a great chance against a great power. His bodily strength came back soon, for he was young, but his

mind was slow to find itself. He had lost something, lost it forever, lost it as he found it..he come here, is what you have to ask." "To cure the

beasts," Gift said..great fleet to destroy it. He was destroyed, and his fleet scattered..frequent and fierce..by Stanislaw Lem.damaged hip, the wise

woman salved the cuts from the rocks on his hands and head and knees, his.of the Masters of Roke even now, though the Chanter took the Finder's

place when finding came to.mourned him. Then, because here was dismay among us, and all my patterns spoke of change and
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