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? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might well infect the understanding folk; And secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us communicate..8. Ali ben Bekkar and

Shemsennehar clxiii.When the king heard this, he said in himself, "Since the tither repented, in consequence of the admonitions [of the

woodcutter], it behoves that I spare this vizier, so I may hear the story of the thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his

lodging..The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I

weep not for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered

of horrors and that thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me

was forewrit to me and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they

passed that night and the following day and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death

and could but groan feebly..? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and

bid my tears be dried..So they made ready his affair and the king conferred on him a dress of honour, and he took with him a present and a letter

under the king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of Turkestan. When the king of the Turks knew of his coming, he

despatched his officers to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged him as befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three days, after

which he summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth unto kings, laid the

present before him and gave him the letter..Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er

Rehwan, King, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.King's Son of

Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my

lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy

daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When

Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his

women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem;

wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.Behold, I am clad

in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..Then they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten

thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said.

They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten

thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge

of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth

thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood its folk.'.Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here

is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have

departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know

thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the

pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its

building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass."

So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as

I awaited her..Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah and his, i. 150..? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the

flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.?Story of Prince Bihzad..? ? ? ? ? i. King Ibrahim

and his Son cccclxxi.Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst

anticipate!.7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of

good counsel." And he told him that the [other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er

Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that

the king accomplish his commandment and execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I

die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me,

when the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he will.".Accordingly, the servant carried this message to the lieutenant of police, who was

standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such

an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as the drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police

sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and

cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it from her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who

should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and I am in fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the

door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the trouble of this world. Amen.".111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el
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Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dccccxxx.Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the

Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and

loved her with an exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to

slay me, tempting him by promising him that she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against

me, I awoke [from my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler

with her tongue and she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her

and by her talk.'.'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought audience of

Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he

said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and

make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind

of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that she is presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his

soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my

mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like

of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his

mistress and told her that which had passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing out

therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So he

pouched the money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and

they ate of the good things which he had provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when

the tables were removed and they washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin

perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so

bid thy servant transport thither the horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not

night nor day, so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name

not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait

friendship between them and ceremony was laid aside from between them..When the prince saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened

and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou

protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he

heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to

the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to

his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to serve any one.

When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of thy dependence

upon Mariyeh.".Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in

making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying,

'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his

brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the

matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he

made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from

that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding

delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the

cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening

and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment

me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the

chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their

education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl

became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and

that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and

appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and

low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two

bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..?

? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour ,,.? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed,

except, alas! it doth not stay.".The Nineteenth Night of the Month..Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..? ? ? ? ? Thou
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madest known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth

Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.15. The Cat and the Crow cl.Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship,

wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king

sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of

them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods

and set over them who should keep watch over them..Now there was with him a youth and he said, "By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is

six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither." Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us

to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took

them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this

by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).96. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind ccccv.Woman (The Old), the Merchant

and the King, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..Then said

he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that I do with them?" And she answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of God the Most High; (119) the

slayer shall be slain and the transgressor transgressed against, even as he transgressed against us; yea, and the well-doer, good shall be done unto

him, even as he did unto us." So she gave [her officers] commandment concerning Dadbin and they smote him on the head with a mace and slew

him, and she said, "This is for the slaughter of my father." Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and carry him] to the desert whither he had

caused carry her [and leave him there without victual or water]; and she said to him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt abide [the punishment of] thy

guilt and perish of hunger and thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered, even as I was delivered.".EL ABBAS

AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I drained, Watching the

stars of night go by, for sleepless languishment!.? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can

never sate their drought..So each of them fared on with that which was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and

each complained to the other of that which he had abidden of travel [in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them

had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt

thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange

for the other's ware]; after which they bade each other farewell and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their

loads, to see what was therein, and one of them found that he had a load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon

each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to

enter into partnership and that all that they had of money and other good should be in common between them, share and share alike..? ? ? ? ? And

dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble breed, yet found no favour in my eyne!".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of

David and Solomon dcccxcix.My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare, iii. 134..? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.?

? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear to them from me, their lover, and

say.Then there reigned after them an understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which

chronicle the doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and

delightful stories, [written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them,

and each book pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein]

of stories and discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all

lands and climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One

Night." This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).Then the thieves addressed themselves to

sharing their booty and presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were

better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.'

So the captain took the sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I

have borne the washing and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God

that I might be delivered from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I

am a dead man.'.? ? ? ? ? They left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad cclxxxii.? ? ? ?

? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..? ? ? ? ? Peace on thee! Would our

gaze might light on thee once more! So should our hearts be eased and eyes no longer sore..As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long

upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the

druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and

wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would

have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down

into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a
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Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no

thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife

dcccclxxx.Then I took the present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid

the whole before him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and

entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and

answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of

his audience, (212) there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his

officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a

golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he

mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith,

"This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king,

lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth

and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One

who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his

realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace

of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay

Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou

deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one

with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and

embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up

our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us

and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any

wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all

who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him

with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit

out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking

therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake

themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and eke our

trees, That barren were, grew loaded with ripened fruits galore..When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not

reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this

accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O

Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the

following verses:.When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in

my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of

any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and

his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him,

but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a

score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the

bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of

poverty.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor ccliii.As for King El Aziz, he lived after this seven years and was admitted to the

mercy of God the Most High; whereupon his son El Abbas carried him forth to burial on such wise as beseemeth unto kings and let make

recitations and readings of the Koran, in whole or in part, over his tomb. He kept up the mourning for his father a full-told month, at the end of

which time he sat down on the throne of the kingship and judged and did justice and distributed silver and gold. Moreover, he loosed all who were

in the prisons and abolished grievances and customs dues and did the oppressed justice of the oppressor; wherefore the people prayed for him and

loved him and invoked on him endurance of glory and kingship and length of continuance [on life] and eternity of prosperity and happiness.

Moreover, the troops submitted to him and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom, and there came to him presents from all the lands. The kings

obeyed him and many were his troops and his grandees, and his subjects lived with him the most easeful and prosperous of lives..? ? ? ? ? h. The

Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they

came up to the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go

away and sit down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him
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with money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell

him the ass for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred

dirhems of his own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a

deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden

treasure whereof they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt

repent.'.There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a daughter.

So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than

she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that

he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..Meanwhile,

Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end of the day, when he gave

[those who were present] leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs

came to him and calling down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance upon him and raised the

curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on instruments of

music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he

appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate

thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is

Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?"

"My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had made the round of them

all], when he rose from that place and removed to the wine-chamber..When came the time [of the accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the

fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should be complete, there came to the mountain hunters

hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The

nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder,

after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile,

when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and

after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they,

"with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".WOMEN'S CRAFT..When the company heard the

seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there

betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the

company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and

more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to you.".63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.One day, there came a ship

and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel.

Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land,

they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king

returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..Dethroned

King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..Fourth Officer's Story, The, ii. 142..Then they went on a little, and thieves met

them and despoiling them of that which remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them; whereupon the

woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man, put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion

on us and restore the children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness

shall revert upon him. Were I to follow them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but have patience,

for the issue of patience is praised.' Then they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to

his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the village and look us out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and

entered the village..Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.? ? ? ? ? x. The King and his Chamberlain's Wife

dccccxvii.Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had beaten

them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's repute,

but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of

the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten possession of

thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will make thee

drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his

throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat

Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it
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over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present were confounded; after

which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with

thy loveliness and the excellence of thy faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy

service; but now the dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her none of the Jinn; so she

laid her head on the ground and slept till she had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking herself to the pool, made the ablution and

prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had betided him after her and wept

sore..Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..? ? ? ? ? I am a man in whom good faith's a natural attribute; The deeds of every upright man should

with his speech agree..? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my royal

line..53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW

THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl

ccxxxvii.Now it was the night-season. So the soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon

them thieves and fell in on them with swords and [other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom they purposed to put to death [and took to

flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter fled forth at a venture and plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went before he found

himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree

and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..? ? ? ? ? My outward of my inward

testifies And this bears witness that that tells aright. (39).The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number of the

king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the young

merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king, said to

him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast

taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to

fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What

proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with

thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart, found it fluttering like a

doveling and the life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and beckoning to her

maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady," answered Shefikeh,

"this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised her hand from under the

coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat talking till a third part of

the night was past..? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;.Meanwhile, the people

of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to

death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against

any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him

anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in

himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk

of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself

and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed

thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is

the end of that which my friend related to me.".'There was once an old man renowned for roguery, and he went, he and his mates, to one of the

markets and stole thence a parcel of stuffs. Then they separated and returned each to his quarter. Awhile after this, the old man assembled a

company of his fellows and one of them pulled out a costly piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you sell this piece of stuff in its own market

whence it was stolen, that we may confess his [pre-eminence in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they said, "Go, and God the Most

High prosper thee!".74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii.

116..End of vol. II.
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