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Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to

her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a

husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the

ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and

[now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long,

so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..On this wise she abode

a great while and indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her chamber and straining

him to her bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and seeing her embracing the

youth, abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned

back, trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered

he, 'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the

eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching;

[and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.By Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to

you I May he who's wronged the victory get and God defend the right! (70).The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.Vizier Er Rehwan,

King Shah Bekht and his, i. 215..Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a

man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked

her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he

would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound

himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, I do

confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for that which he doth say..Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his,

i. 218..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.Then she mounted the mule and repairing to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful,

went in to him and kissed the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as who should make mock of her, "I doubt not but thou hast found thy lord." "By

thy felicity and the length of thy continuance [on life,]" answered she, "I have indeed found him!" Now Er Reshid was leaning back; but, when he

heard this, he sat up and said to her, "By my life, [is this thou sayest] true?" "Ay, by thy life!" answered she; and he said, "Bring him into my

presence, so I may see him." But she replied, "O my lord, there have betided him many stresses and his charms are changed and his favour faded;

and indeed the Commander of the Faithful vouchsafed me a month; wherefore I will tend him the rest of the month and then bring him to do his

service to the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid, "True; the condition was for a month; but tell me what hath betided him." "O my

lord," answered she, "may God prolong thy continuance and make Paradise thy place of returning and thy harbourage and the fire the abiding-place

of thine enemies, when he presenteth himself to pay his respects to thee, he will expound to thee his case and will name unto thee those who have

wronged him; and indeed this is an arrear that is due to the Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may God fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him

the mastery over the rebel and the froward!".I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the

troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.? ? ? ? ? b. The Story of

Janshah ccccxcix.When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most

High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said

the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook

herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared

and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down;

whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh

took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the

following verses:.Then he bade lodge him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of

the phial and whence then knewest that the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is

well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked,

blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her

consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed

from that of the people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I

knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take

pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating;

wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise
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cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in mountain

and vale..? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.Abou Temam, Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.? ? ?

? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.Next morning, he

again took up the bier and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of those who had given alms on

account of the supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat them and took the [supposed]

dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to the prefecture, fetched

grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him. So he

recited over him [the appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had

shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make

the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the funeral..Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..When Zuheir heard his words, he

bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend;

whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?"

asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and found a

man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir,

who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his

camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied,

"He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of

thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this;

wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant

and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.23. Hatim et Tal; his Generosity after Death cclxx.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (145).? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I

ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness was filled, my heart with dreariment..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened,

the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..The Fifteenth Night of the Month..Thy letter reached me; when the

words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show,

iii. 10..30. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.?THE THIEF'S STORY..Now the king had a son, a pleasant child,

called the Amir Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books and studied histories and above all things in the

world he loved the telling and hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that he had none other son

than he on life, and indeed he had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and

perfection. Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse and] company with

friends and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I

should entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and

the prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and entreated me with the utmost kindness..When the morning morrowed, the draper went

out, still angered against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her changed of colour, pale of face, dejected and heart-broken. [So

she questioned her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband was angered against her (as she supposed) on account of the

burns in the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not concerned; for I have a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by thy life, shall

fine-draw [the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced in her saying and said to her, "And when shall this be?"

"To-morrow, if it please God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him to thee, at the time of thy husband's going forth from

thee, and he shall mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going forth from her, returned to the young man and told him

what had passed..Picture, The Prince who fell in love with the, i. 256..Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the king and he leant

back, as he were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not

come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from some one, they had not spoken with each

other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking

him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard

not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou

Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he

drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his

palace and cast him therein..Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed not unto aught; wherefore he went up to

the old woman and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which awaited strangers entering the town

and] said to him, 'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath appointed for the confrontation of the

ignorant.' And she expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only carry me with thee to thy

lodging, and if he question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with him to the city and
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established her in his lodging and entreated her kindly..His father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad;

and he made banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and

delight among the slaves and servants. When he came to seven years of age, his father put him to school, where he learned the sublime Koran and

the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship and archery and to occupy himself with arts and

sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to

companying with brethren and comrades and mixing with merchants and travellers. From these latter he heard tell of that which they had seen of

the marvels of the cities in their travels and heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels

of the world,] and especially of the city of Baghdad.".The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my

cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.When the king heard this,

drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and

seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled

be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed

thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the

Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who

submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and

long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable

men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and

men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty

recompense]. (172)."When I [returned from my sixth voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced commerce, saying in myself, 'What hath befallen

me sufficeth me.' So I abode at home and passed my time in pleasance and delight, till, one day, as I sat at mine ease, plying the wine-cup [with my

friends], there came a knocking at the door. The doorkeeper opened and found without one of the Khalif's pages, who came in to me and said, 'The

Commander of the Faithful biddeth thee to him.' So I accompanied him to the presence of the Khalif and kissing the earth before him, saluted him.

He bade me welcome and entreated me with honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with thee, which I would have thee accomplish

for me.' So I kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have thee go to the King of

Serendib and carry him our letter and our present, even as he sent us a present and a letter.'.They lighted down without the place and when they

arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of

suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people

and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of

departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.On the morrow,

he repaired to the druggist, who saluted him and came to meet him and rejoiced in him and smiled in his face, deeming his wife innocent. Then he

questioned him of his yesterday's case and he told him how he had fared, saying, 'O my brother, when the cuckold knocked at the door, I would

have entered the chest; but his wife forbade me and rolled me up in the rug. The man entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so he broke it

open and abode as he were a madman, going up and coming down. Then he went his way and I came out and we abode on our wonted case till

eventide, when she gave me this shirt of her husband's; and behold, I am going to her.'.? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear

unto my words and verses thereanent..When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh

condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience,"

answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her

husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a

maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..Then said he whom she had delivered from

torture and for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of herself in his house, for that her beauty pleased him, and [when

she refused to yield to him] had forged a letter against her and treacherously denounced her to the Sultan and requited her bounty with ingratitude,

'I am he who wronged her and lied against her, and this is the issue of the oppressor's affair.'.So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El

Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die

and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and

torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and

cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred

not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise

him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a

sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested;

after which he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the night.The king marvelled at what
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he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the

belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so,

when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but

in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..Then the king summoned the cadi

and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a

bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away

their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El

Mamoun, iii. 171..It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and they

plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the king,

that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the

king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be taken.' A

man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon he sent and

plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering in the

desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have patience, for

the issue of patience is good.'.So she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn

and told him what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk

and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out

his beard and disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience,

and he in this plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy

boon-companion had never been and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may

thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and

said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk.

So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome

funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise,

for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they

added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one another..Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and

when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she,

"Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said

she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she

unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and

avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth

thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I

be thy ransom!" And he recited the following verses:.Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..Then he folded the letter and committed it to the nurse

and gave her five hundred dinars, saying, "Accept this from me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself between us." "By Allah, O my lord,"

answered she, "my desire is to bring about union between you, though I lose that which my right hand possesseth." And he said, "May God the

Most High requite thee with good!" Then she carried the letter to Mariyeh and said to her, "Take this letter; belike it may be the end of the

correspondence." So she took it and breaking it open, read it, and when she had made an end of it, she turned to the nurse and said to her, "This

fellow putteth off lies upon me and avoucheth unto me that he hath cities and horsemen and footmen at his command and submitting to his

allegiance; and he seeketh of me that which he shall not obtain; for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings' sons have sought me in marriage, with

presents and rarities; but I have paid no heed unto aught of this; so how shall I accept of this fellow, who is the fool (90) of his time and possesseth

nought but two caskets of rubies, which he gave to my father, and indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of El Ghitrif and abideth without

silver or gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee by Allah, O nurse, return to him and cut off his hope of me.".? ? ? ? ? So make me in your morning a

delight And set me in your houses, high and low;.One day as she sang before the Commander of the Faithful, he was moved to exceeding delight,

so that he took her and offered to kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him and smote upon her lute and broke it and wept Er Reshid wiped

away her tears and said, 'O desire of the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May God not cause an eye of thine to weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she,

'what am I that thou shouldst kiss my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for this and that my term should come to an end and my felicity pass

away? For this is what none ever attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh. Know that thy rank in my esteem is mighty and for that which

wondered me of what I saw of thee, I offered to do this, but I will not return unto the like thereof; so be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I have

no desire for other than thyself and will not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me art queen and mistress, to the exclusion of all humankind.'

Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's
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severance from her..?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.When the appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set apart for his officers

a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated himself, he and the

Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round amongst them and their hearts

were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their secrets from concealment. The first to relate was a

man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women; and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of

[various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of,

iii. 224..97. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslin ben el Welid ccccvii.Sharper, Story of the Old, ii. 187..? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as

prophet to mankind, Hath to a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..The news reached his father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to

whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy commandment and we have power over her; so wait till I demand her [in marriage] for thee.' But the prince said,

'I will not wait.' So his father hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of her father, who required of him a hundred thousand dinars to his

daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it,' and paid down what was in his treasuries, and there remained to his charge but a little of the

dower. So he said to his son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest of the money and send to fetch her to thee, for that she is

become thine.' Therewith the prince waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I will not have patience;' so he took his sword and his spear and mounting

his horse, went forth and fell to stopping the way, [so haply that he might win what lacked of the dowry]..I marvel for that to my love I see thee

now incline, iii. 112..The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven

hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings

stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And

the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy

leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and

when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose,

shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the

dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will

hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".In this island is a river of very sweet water,

issuing from the shore of the sea and entering in at a wide cavern in the skirt of an inaccessible mountain, and the stones of the island are all limpid

sparkling crystal and jacinths of price. Therein also is a spring of liquid, welling up like [molten] pitch, and when it cometh to the shore of the

island, the fish swallow it, then return and cast it up, and it becometh changed from its condition and that which it was aforetime; and it is crude

ambergris. Moreover, the trees of the island are all of the most precious aloes-wood, both Chinese and Comorin; but there is no way of issue from

the place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the steepness of its shore forbiddeth the drawing up of ships, and if any approach the mountain, they

fall into the eddy aforesaid; nor is there any resource (205) in that island..As soon as his father-in-law had departed for Samarcand, King Shehriyar

summoned the grandees of his realm and made them a magnificent banquet of all manner rich meats and exquisite sweetmeats. Moreover, he

bestowed on them dresses of honour and guerdoned them and divided the kingdoms between himself and his brother in their presence, whereat the

folk rejoiced. Then the two kings abode, ruling each a day in turn and they accorded with each other, what while their wives continued in the love

of God the Most High and in thanksgiving to Him; and the subjects and the provinces were at peace and the preachers prayed for them from the

pulpits, and their report was bruited abroad and the travellers bore tidings of them [to all countries]..142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora

dclxxxvi.Then they arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es

Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed

my mind hath been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.' So she improvised and sang the following

verses:.One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and

clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled

them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to

their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and

clapped them in prison..? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for solace I entreat.? ? ? ?

? His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay: Of those that him did visit she was, as sick he lay..O thou that blamest me for my heart and

railest at my ill, ii. 101..When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from

sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days

of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be

hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..Now the king was a very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his

term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers,

and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none

accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman
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(whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost

thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is

the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked

on her, they found her a woman..When the youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had

done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the

welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they

rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and

that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they

assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom

the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they

made proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher

'tis outpoured, or ere the day appear..Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother

xxxii.153. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia iccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my bowels

yearn. Would God I were a servant in waiting at your door!.168. Abdallah ben Fasil and his Brothers dcccclixviii.? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's

loved ones ever near,.?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man

dcccxcii.?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's

shafts have smitten me and done my strength away..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.The king gave him money and

men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I fortified with this army and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and

overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.' So his enemy met him and overcame him again and he was defeated and put

to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from him and his money lost and the enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea

and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it belonged and they

said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came to the king's palace aud concealing his condition, passed himself off for

a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who attached him to his household and entreated him with honour; but his heart still

clave to his country and his home..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the

[promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.Mariyeh folded the letter and gave it to Shefikeh, bidding her

carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and going with it to his door, would have entered; but the chamberlains and serving-men forbade her, till they

had gotten her leave from the prince. When she went in to him, she found him sitting in the midst of the five damsels aforesaid, whom his father

had brought him. So she gave him the letter and he took it and read it. Then he bade one of the damsels, whose name was Khefifeh and who came

from the land of China, tune her lute and sing upon the subject of separation. So she came forward and tuning the lute, played thereon in

four-and-twenty modes; after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE

SAILOR..King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99)

abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou

answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed

three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that

which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he

would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and

fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went

round about on this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..As for his mother, Shah

Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and

she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the

court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him,

'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his

matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee

to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy

son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be

in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures

and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred

my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for your sake wax on me night and day..? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and unease I

may ban and mine enemies' malice defy,.29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure

'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest attire And my rank
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in the eyes of the people raise high..When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.'

Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the

love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh,

'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with

them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without recourse;

wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..Conclusion.145. The Bedouin and his Wife

dcxci.69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.? ? ? ? ? All, all, for

thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty

amazeth all those that behold..Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The ii. 21..Presently, the sharper came to the ruin,

rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his

face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the

idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the

sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier,

"is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that

which befell between them.".So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse

is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and

impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of

God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this

man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the]

only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream

dcxliv.Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but

an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to

him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his

stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove

somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they

have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to

thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news

may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that

thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not

bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say

it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none

answered me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four hundred

dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I suffered

somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a

little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God done

with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left him

sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the

freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and

begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the privities..Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..So Es Shisban drank off the cup in his

turn and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great

pearls and rubies and broidered with precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and

fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh. Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O

queen of men and Jinn; for indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she improvised and sang the

following verses:.When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by

the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till

she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods

and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out

tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon

the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the

needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.? ? ? ? ?
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Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all away..? ? ? ? ? For love with your

presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..Then there

reigned after them an understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which chronicle the

doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and delightful stories,

[written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them, and each book

pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein] of stories and

discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all lands and

climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One Night."

This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).When it was the eighth day, the viziers all

assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be

saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and

come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this

youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one

day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose

word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with

evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of

the folk may desist from him.".Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..? ? ? ? ? Kohl (159) in its native country, too, is but a kind of stone;

Cast out and thrown upon the ways, it lies unvalued quite;.Tither, The Unjust King and the, i. 273..53. King Kelyaad (231) of Hind and his Vizier

Shimas dcix.76. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..When Selim found

himself in that sorry plight and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a

king and was now returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.So he was

concerned with an exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee

chagrined?" And he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose occasion is urgent and those

who are compelled thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself with that which God hath

given thee and be bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for

indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of peace.".Beard of the old

he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet

unright;.? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..Therewithal Queen Es

Shuhba rejoiced and all who were present rejoiced also and admired her speech and fell to kissing her; and when she had made an end of her song,

Queen Kemeriyeh said to her, 'O my sister, ere thou go to thy palace, I would fain bring thee to look upon El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour,

whom El Anca, daughter of the wind, carried off, and her beauty; for that there is not her match on the face of the earth.' And Queen Es Shuhba

said, 'O Kemeriyeh, I [also] have a mind to see her.' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'I saw her three years agone; but my sister Wekhimeh seeth her at all times,

for that she is near unto her, and she saith that there is not in the world a fairer than she. Indeed, this Queen El Anca is become a byword for

loveliness and proverbs are made upon her beauty and grace' And Wekhimeh said, 'By the mighty inscription [on the seal-ring of Solomon], there is

not her like in the world!' Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'If it needs must be and the affair is as ye say, I will take Tuhfeh and go with her [to El

Anca], so she may see her.'.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till

the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a draper's shop and there used to come to me a man

whom I knew not, save by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till he could pay me. One day, I foregathered

with certain of my friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us Vizier and

another Sultan and a third headsman..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.Then he stripped him of his clothes and clapping on his

neck a heavy chain, bound him to a high lattice and fell to drubbing him two bouts a day and two anights; and on this wise he abode the space of

ten days. Then his mother came to him and said, "O my son, O Aboulhusn, return to thy reason, for this is the Devil's doing." Quoth he, "Thou

sayst sooth, O my mother, and bear thou witness of me that I repent [and forswear] that talk and turn from my madness. So do thou deliver me, for

I am nigh upon death." So his mother went out to the superintendant and procured his release and he returned to his own house..? ? ? ? ? El Abbas

from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;
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