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THE LEFT HAND OF DARKNESS
Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is

leasing and his innocence will appear, even as that of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his

house..Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh

thee for thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next night

came, the king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the

doorway. When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee

favour more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou

command it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but

the slain we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade

imprison him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..The news came to the rest of the

kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh

Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard

this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and

indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered

themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the

Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?'

Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his

folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of

Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.God

keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..Forehead, Of that which is written on the, i. 136..? ? ? ? ? None, by Allah,

'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone! Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm

absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving

dcxli.? ? ? ? ? The pains of long desire have wasted me away; Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old

Woman and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his

answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When

she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to

her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one of his

slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's

and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.However, after awhile, one of the women

took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered my privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then

said I in myself, "The husbands of these women will presently gather together on me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the

house, and young and old crowded about me, running after me and saying, "A madman! A madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the

door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried out and ran in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But,

when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced and said to me, "What aileth thee?" I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me

and had been like to kill me; and when I told them that they would have killed me, they praised God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety.

So consider the craft of this woman and this device that she practised upon me, for all my pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.Semmak (Ibn

es) and Er Reshid, i. 195..When the evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and bade him [tell] the [promised]

story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king, that.So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried

him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then

said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of

men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy.

Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook

marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and

carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood,

and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King

Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him and made Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth

and ranged his troops and took the spear and sallied out in person and fought a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops,

ignominiously. When the king and his army returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of
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thee that thou art compassed about with this vast army, yet dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost

thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of learning and deemest that victory is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed

my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah, then, thou errest in this thy belief! Woe and again woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed,

this army is appointed only for adornment and majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in

the multitude of men, and an enemy came out against me with eight hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of

my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in God; so he defeated me and routed me and I was put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the

mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who had] withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I joined myself to him and complained to him of my

case and acquainted him with all that had befallen me. Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not,"

answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest thy trust in the multitude of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy

trust in God and believed in Him that it is He [alone] who advantageth and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return

unto God." So I returned to myself and repented at the hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what remaineth to thee of troops and

confront thine enemies, for, if their intents be changed from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my

trust in God the Most High, and gathering together those who remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us

many and fled on the shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might of God the Most High, and

now I fight not but [trusting] in His aid.'.? ? ? ? ? For those whom we cherish are parted and gone; They have left us in torment to pine for

dismay..When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift

of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she

had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on

this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.? ? ? ? ? It is as

the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dcccclxxxvi.When the king heard

this, he bowed [his head] in amazement and perplexity and sinking into a seat, clutched at his beard and shook it, till he came nigh to pluck it out.

Then he arose forthright and laid hands on the youth and clapped him in prison. Moreover, he took the eunuch also and cast them both into an

underground dungeon in his house, after which he went in to Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'Thou hast done well, by Allah, O daughter of nobles,

O thou whom kings sought in marriage, for the excellence of thy repute and the goodliness of the reports of thee! How fair is thy semblance! May

God curse her whose inward is the contrary of her outward, after the likeness of thy base favour, whose outward is comely and its inward foul, fair

face and foul deeds! Verily, I mean to make of thee and of yonder good-for-nought an example among the folk, for that thou sentest not thine

eunuch but of intent on his account, so that he took him and brought him into my house and thou hast trampled my head with him; and this is none

other than exceeding hardihood; but thou shall see what I will do with you.'.?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..TABLE OF

CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou

shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee languishment?.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story

ii.She passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the

morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the

money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads

of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which

he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots

and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..So the folk resorted to her from all

parts and she used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and

He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her

husband, when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore

concerned and misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss..113. The Angel of

Death with the Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's

Second Brother xxxi.Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed not unto aught; wherefore he went up to the old

woman and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which awaited strangers entering the town and] said

to him, 'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.'

And she expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging,

and if he question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with him to the city and established her

in his lodging and entreated her kindly..Midmost that meadow was a palace soaring high into the air, with battlements of red gold, set with pearls

and jewels, and a two-leaved gate; and in the gateway thereof were much people of the chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel. When they

saw the old man, they all cried out, saying, 'The Lady Tuhfeh is come!' And as soon as she reached the palace-gate, they came all and dismounting

her from the horse's back, carried her into the palace and fell to kissing her hands. When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof never saw eyes

the-left-hand-of-darkness.pdf

Page 2/8



The Left Hand Of Darkness

the like; for therein were four estrades, one facing other, and its walls were of gold and its ceilings of silver. It was lofty of building, wide of

continence, and those who beheld it would be puzzled to describe it. At the upper end of the hall stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls and

jewels, unto which led up five steps of silver, and on the right thereof and on its left were many chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was a

curtain let down, gold and silver wrought and broidered with pearls and jewels..Pious Woman accused of Lewdness, The, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the

burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.? ? ? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet content, I

prithee come to me and hasten to my side..When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers

and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance,

but praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and

bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him

he committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this

death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the

lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for

nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit,

following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing

it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast

myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth xxi.O'erbold art thou in that to me, a

stranger, thou hast sent, iii. 83..? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace will not forget me

e'er..? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if for love of such a fair I'm sped?.One

day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in

goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to

their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their former

estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in

prison..? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me?.When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not

compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves

before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in

sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on

thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth

and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and

see them all athirst for thy blood?".So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after

abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that

there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and

bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the

youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that He would establish her innocence in

the eyes of her husband and the folk. So He sent down upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none knew a remedy for him; wherefore he

said to his brother, ' In such a city is a pious woman, a recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou carry me to her, that she may pray for me

and God (to whom belong might and majesty) may make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with him, till they

came to the village where dwelt the old man, who had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she

recovered]..When the king heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair whereof he was not

assured; so he comforted him and bade him withdraw to his lodging..56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.When

three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up

her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her

speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning whom they should

invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and understanding and the folk of

experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was a man. They all consented

unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her, till she consented, saying in

herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the kingdom and set the crown on

her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in

her with the utmost joy..Then they betook themselves to two boys affected to the [special] service of the king, who slept not but on their knee,

(125) and they lay at his head, for that they were his pages of the chamber, and gave them each a thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you

that ye do somewhat for us and take this gold as a provision against your occasion.' Quoth the boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the
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viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for us, and if his case abide on this wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour;

and what we desire of you is that, when ye are alone with the king and he leaneth back, as he were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the

king hath taken Abou Temam into his especial favour and hath advanced him to high rank with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's

honour and an accursed one." Then let the other of you ask, "And what is his transgression?" And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's

honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan was used, whenas one went to him to seek his daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for

that she took a liking to me, and by reason of this he sent her hither, because she loved me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?"

And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well known unto all the folk, but, of their fear of the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as

the king is absent a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam comes to her and is private with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.Selim

abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned

there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed children

and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself in the

other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this story

rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again,

That I never to any divulged, nor deny.? ? ? ? ? To me your rigour love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your

wrath consent..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dccccxxi.King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish

Fisherman dccccxviii.The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand dinars, saying,

"Take them as a thank-offering for thy preservation from death," whilst the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif

increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till there came to them the

Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs..? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that

I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be..? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy

and welcome their voices they did rear..Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned

from love of her; So let the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's content..? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor

dccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, ii. 101..?STORY OF THE

MAN OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS GOVERNOR..THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).?STORY OF THE

TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O

Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh

and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the

sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of shape

and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute

and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and

had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my

house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the

woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.'

Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She

took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to

her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth

she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the

house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and

gave not over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of

the money!' The other said the like and they were occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his

fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the

dead are come to life and between them are words and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made

peace with one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age,"

added the vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".When I entered the

service of this Amir, (88) I had a great repute and every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas I rode through the city, all the folk

would point at me with their fingers and eyes. It befell one day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back against a wall, considering in

myself, there fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a hundred dirhems,

(89) but I found not who threw it and I said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day, [as I sat on like

wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled me, and behold, it was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing its affair, made as if I slept, albeit

sleep was not with me..[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him, saying, "Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And he
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answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and but that thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had not come

forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither art counted equal to me in prowess and canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore

prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself backward,

(74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him, saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then he rushed

upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and they wheeled about a long while..There was once, of old days and in

bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality

and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es

Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that

he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection

and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like

the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had

gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a ravishment to mankind..? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily

bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence.

Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's

mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be

visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by,

[without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise

they abode days and months..Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing

heed..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite

the tears of every eye..Then there reigned after them an understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories,

especially those which chronicle the doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these

marvellous and rare and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so

on] to the last of them, and each book pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that

which he had read [therein] of stories and discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy

them and publish them in all lands and climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of

the Thousand Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).So he sat

down at the sharper's head, and said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and

sleep by thy grave. So arise and be not a fool.' But he answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands

and feet, thinking to make him move; but [he stirred not and] he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good

earnest. [However, he still misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he

addressed himself to prepare him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the

washing-place and El Merouzi came to him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his

skin, so that it turned red and blue and blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred not]..? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are

still desired; Absent or present, all in loving me consent..? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a bough

(14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..Meimoun was silent and Iblis

turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and to-night until the morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each

shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this

cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the following verses:.When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the

prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he

signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she

tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..The old woman returned to the man and told him what the

damsel said; and he lusted after her, by reason of her beauty and her repentance; so he took her to wife, and when he went in to her, he loved her

and she also loved him. On this wise they abode a great while, till one day he questioned her of the cause of a mark (13) he espied on her body, and

she said, 'I know nought thereof save that my mother told me a marvellous thing concerning it.' 'What was that?' asked he, and she answered, 'She

avouched that she gave birth to me one night of the nights of the winter and despatched a hired man, who was with us, in quest of fire for her. He

was absent a little while and presently returning, took me and slit my belly and fled. When my mother saw this, affliction overcame her and

compassion possessed her; so she sewed up my belly and tended me till, by the ordinance of God (to whom belong might and majesty), the wound

healed up.".[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full

of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to

him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the
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concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and

discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know

of her and I will contrive the trick.".88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.Now she was righteous in all her dealings and

swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned

from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.'

Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from

limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding

despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's

wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her

therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left her..19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.Now the uncle's son of the king of the city

had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of

his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to

summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered

him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city

by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.'

Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next

day..Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of

his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon

me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he

bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was

made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif,

and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the

hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan

sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv
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