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THE LADY AND THE LITTLE FOX FUR
50. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night ccxlvi.Prince who fell in Love with the Picture, The, i. 256..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF
THE UNFINISHED CALCUTTA (1814-18) EDITION (FIRST TWO HUNDRED NIGHTS ONLY) OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK
OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where
my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear to them from me, their lover, and say.The master of police held his hand from him,
saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him
whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops
to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who
art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that
they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police
held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore
fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace
dxcvi.? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..?A
MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I
do not reckon aye;.When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now
that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied
Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose
and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif
therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their
hands..On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my
heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an
one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are
with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she
biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it
upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is
addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away,
leaving me in concern [on her account]..Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii
cxcix.Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile; then she fell to
kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I
doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set
at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease from her frowardness." And she gave not over
cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and
bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning
to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her with that which had passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand
and thanked her and called down blessings on her..I did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder
fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in
honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former]
mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress,
when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night
came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my
breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but
he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me
against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy
good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between
us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..So Aamir took the water-skin and
made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt
thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a
wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and
carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am
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a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil,
those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We
would fain see him, my friend and I.".Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O
Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath
not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I
have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what
is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage
saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the
Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged."
Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el
Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..There was once a king named
Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the
goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons,
one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's
name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call it,
for therewith I've broken many a heart among the amorous race.".Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El
Abbas and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of
him to admit her. When she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when
he saw her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and
he bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon
"We are God's and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.Then I took the present and a
token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before him, together with the
King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and entreated me with the utmost honour.
Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O my lord, I
myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212) there is set up
for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and session-mates,
standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind him another,
bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him,
arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate and high of
dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon
(213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again
I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and
judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know
[and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dccccxxi.The company marvelled at this story and the ninth
officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a wedding..All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with
watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So
she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down,
senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace,
said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then
he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the
Cripple dcxvi.Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and
none, who questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him
of [the cause of] his grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that
the king's grief arose from regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys
and spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them
spread out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught
therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered,
'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall
lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he
turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and
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officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in
such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out
with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused
carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer
up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE BRESLAU (TUNIS)EDITION
OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.Then
she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and plying the old
man with wine, sang the following verses:.How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God!
May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my
loved ones' loss I rent my heart for dole,.?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD
RESTORED THEM TO HIM..King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And he
was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High. Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy stories, O
Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath reached
me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means (148) of security (149) against vexation. (150) A friend of
mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation, (152)and the origin of it was other than this; to wit, it
was as follows. (153).? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my
steel-barbed spear..?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the
pangs of love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..Selim and Selma, ii. 81..He
abode weeping for the loss of his wife and children till the morning, when he went forth wandering at a venture, knowing not what he should do,
and gave not over faring along the sea-shore days and nights, unknowing whither he went and taking no food therein other than the herbs of the
earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other living thing, till his travel brought him to the top of a mountain. He took up his sojourn in the
mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its waters. Then he came down thence and fared on along the high road
three days, at the end of which time he came upon tilled fields and villages and gave not over going till he sighted a great city on the shore of the
sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered him not to enter; so he abode his night anhungred, and when he
arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate..Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that He would establish her innocence in the eyes
of her husband and the folk. So He sent down upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none knew a remedy for him; wherefore he said to his
brother, ' In such a city is a pious woman, a recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou carry me to her, that she may pray for me and God (to
whom belong might and majesty) may make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with him, till they came to the
village where dwelt the old man, who had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she
recovered]..The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair and said to
him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then his rage got the
better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather flame
(271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered
himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid and who
was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and lived the most solaceful of
lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman
who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what
while in dreams I lay?.Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story ii.As for Er Razi and El Merouzi, they
made peace with each other and sat down to share the booty. Quoth El Merouzi, 'I will not give thee a dirhem of this money, till thou pay me my
due of the money that is in thy house.' And Er Razi said 'I will not do it, nor will I subtract this from aught of my due.' So they fell out upon this
and disputed with one another and each went saying to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a dirhem!' And words ran high between them and contention
was prolonged..Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant]
refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he
would of forgery and falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he
delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret
informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that
he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king
put faith in his words and sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found her not..Meimoun was
silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and to-night until the morrow, when the boy will be
circumcised and each shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my
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sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the following verses:.39. Yehya ben Khalid
and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.There was once in the land of Hind a king of illustrious station, endowed with understanding
and good sense, and his name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence, prudent in counsel, conformable to him in his
governance and just in his judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were the hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set snares for
him, so that they insinuated into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him and sowed despite against him in his heart; and plot
followed after plot, till [at last] the king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and confiscate his good and avoid his estate. (77).107.
Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came to him, we ate
and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me [first],
hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to come home
with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the
appointed day, her messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a
great door. He opened the door and I entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding
fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open
not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am
affrighted at the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy
door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to me.".Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii. 17..? ? ? ? ? So hath the Merciful towards Hudheifeh driven
you, A champion ruling over all, a lion of great might..? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will; we most
submit..I marvelled at her words and said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee give
me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What have I to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have thee
intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but I would fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design will
not be accomplished but by thine aid." Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit
in the street wherein is the house of Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who
are with thee of the police, and thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes;
whereupon do thou question me of my case and I will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down
[into the town,] to do an occasion; but the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew
not whither I should go this night Presently I saw this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against
break of day.' When I say this to thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave
her with one who will take care of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with
his family and children till the morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house,
without inconvenience, and gotten my desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".So he arose and taking
his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a
certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and
country parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for
their present ease and the village became to them a home..When her people arose in the morning and saw her not, they sought her in the camp, but,
finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and
dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark and the other dogs answered him and coming to the
mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in
and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both
forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode pondering the affair..Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i.
205..When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of
hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had
in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.'
Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere, ii. 252..Then said I, "A man cannot
well accomplish all whereof he hath need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my
dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she, "nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and I followed her till she
came to a lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the
key." So we took the key and going up to see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to
her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may
[refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff."
Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..Then said he whom she had
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delivered from torture and for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of herself in his house, for that her beauty pleased
him, and [when she refused to yield to him] had forged a letter against her and treacherously denounced her to the Sultan and requited her bounty
with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged her and lied against her, and this is the issue of the oppressor's affair.'.Love to its victim clings without
relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth evermore..There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of
the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He
was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was
just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved
to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among
women are those who are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword
and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the
Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one
of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'.? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.? ?
? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..When El Abbas had made
an end of his verses, his father said to him, "I seek refuge for thee with God, O my son! Hast thou any want unto which thou availest not, so I may
endeavour for thee therein and lavish my treasures in quest thereof?" "O father mine," answered El Abbas, "I have, indeed, an urgent want, on
account whereof I came forth of my native land and left my people and my home and exposed myself to perils and stresses and became an exile
from my country, and I trust in God that it may be accomplished by thine august endeavour." "And what is thy want?" asked the king. Quoth El
Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand me in marriage Mariyeh, daughter of the King of Baghdad, for that my heart is distraught with love of
her." And he recounted to his father his story from first to last..Now it was the night-season. So the soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to
crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon them thieves and fell in on them with swords and [other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him
whom they purposed to put to death [and took to flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter fled forth at a venture and plunging into the
desert, knew not whither he went before he found himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him
up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest
of the lioness..21. Kemerezzeman and Budour clxx.? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.When the king heard this, he said,
"Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this
[youth] shall not escape [us].".67. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant dcliii.Think not that I forget our trothplight after you. Nay; God to me
decreed remembrance heretofore. (202).When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this
vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and come again at eventide..? ? ? ? ? My secret is disclosed, the which I
strove to hide; Of thee and of thy love enough have I abyed.."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we
[that we should abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken."
When she knew that he would not consent to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the
food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not, I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame
towards thee, for that I have made myself known to thee and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".? ? ? ? ? His
eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I except a drowsy fair. (137).? ? ? ? ? Then came I
after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once
more! ii. 89..So he took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city and gave not over going round
about its streets and markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till the day was
half spent, when he resolved to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.'
Accordingly, he accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his [means of getting a] living, and said to
him, 'Take the price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and sweetmeats and
bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the
price of his wares, after the fullest fashion..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace,
a king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with
might and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him
[warriors] from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of
Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like
unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the
use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed
she was a ravishment to mankind..Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..As for the princess
Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she had done, and
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the love of him took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, to wit, those
which El Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose in the morning, she
called a damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I charge thee keep
my secret; to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave
occasion for her.".Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the Birds clii.Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a
company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook
themselves to the mountain, so they might share their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see
what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what
wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money between them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son
and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..78. Mesrour and Ibn el
Caribi dclxii.Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him and wept
before him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the night cometh
and my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned and sat
with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202) Now the
singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the candle went out. The
Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!' and threw himself
upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him and beat him grievously,
after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.132. Sindbad the Sailor and
Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may compare..? ? ? ? ? d.
The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ, the standard ye o'erthrew
Of faith, your favours grudged and aught of grace denied..Then she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to
thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy troops and go to him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come
forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and prolong the fighting with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime,
I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and delivering her, what while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to
thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten possession of Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy
him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner. But, if my device succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go
about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops
to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..One
day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his
house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of the damsels remembered
him of her. When she saw that the house was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time in smiting upon the lute,
nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.(Conclusion).Tuhfeh entered the bath,
after she had put off her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other
jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that
bath. Then she made her ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else
had escaped her of prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and
gillyflowers and thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which
should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till
presently sleep took her and she slept.? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires
within his entrails rage amain?.?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer
And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment regale..As for the king their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what
while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory
and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of
days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He
who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the story of the king and his wife and children.
Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his
mother and sister.".They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast
thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my
heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the
Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my
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neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me
with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me
sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the
mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in
talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the
recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the
letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer
to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of
thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul."
"O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the
rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it
[from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Then I arose and fared on a
day and a night, till I came to the house of my master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to
me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for I went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants
had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying,
'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants'
burial-place..? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).? ?
? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..To return to his sister Selma. She
awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him,
wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she
recited the following verses:.96. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind ccccv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman and the Draper's Wife
dccccxvii.[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to]
dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the
Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then]
king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true
believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of
time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..? ? ?
? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii.
117..?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By
Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she
strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth
the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So
hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this.
Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on
a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to
us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.'
'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following verses:.Meinsoun drank off his cup and
said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels
worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she
laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and
after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup
and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the
following verses:.When the night was half spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this
woman. The dogs misdoubted of me and followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein was water, and
one of the dogs fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on me,
for that wherein I was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and clung to it and she
pulled me up; but, when I was halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three days, she and I and the
dog..109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances
lies in wait!.So the prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of the realm repaired to his tomb and the princess made
lamentation over him, crying aloud. She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch painters and caused them limn her portraiture and that
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of the king's son. Moreover, she set down in writing their story and that which had befallen them of perils and afflictions and set it [together with
the pictures], at the head of the tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary, O king of
the age, than the story of the fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed between them.".? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a
homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou
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