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THE IMITATOR
His words echoed back to her from July: My cold's just here, not every place I am..He knew for a fact that Seraphim had died in childbirth. He had
seen the gathering of Negroes at her funeral in the cemetery, the day of Naomi's burial. He had heard Max Bellini's message on the maniac cop's
Ansaphone..With a cry of alarm, he bolted to the bathroom and made it with not a second to spare. He seemed to be on the throne long enough to
have witnessed the rise and fall of an empire.."And to the north of us," Agnes said, drawing him out, "Janey Carter went off to college last year,
and she's their only child."."One of the four legs of the tower is dangerously fractured where it's seated into the underlying foundation
caisson-".Number three on the charts was "Mr. Lonely," by Bobby Vinton, an American talent from Canonsburg, Pennsylvania. Junior sang
along..An elderly Negro gentleman answered the door. His hair was such a pure white that in contrast to his plum-dark skin, it appeared to glow
like a nimbus around his head. With his equally radiant goatee, his kindly features, and his compelling black eyes, he seemed to have stepped out of
a movie about a jazz musician who, having died, was on earth once more as someone's angelic guardian..Agnes found this turn of events amazing,
amusing, ironic-and a little sad. She would have dearly loved to teach the boy to read and write, to see his knowledge and competence slowly
flower under her care. Although she fully supported Barty's exploration of his gifts, and although she was proud of his astounding achievements,
she felt that his swift advancement was robbing her of some of the shared joy of his childhood, even though he remained in so many ways a
child.."Now you don't have to worry," Angel said, "about what happens to him if ever you're gone, Aunt Aggie. If he can do this, he can do
anything, and you can rest easy."."I've got one of those faces so ordinary you see it everywhere," said Edom, and decided to tell the story of the
Tri-State Tornado of 1925..When Renee, sweetly oblivious of her looming doom, claimed to have inherited a sizable industrial-valve fortune,
Junior thought she might be inventing the wealth or at least exaggerating to make herself more desirable. But when he accompanied her back to her
place, he discovered a level of luxury that proved she wasn't a shop girl with fantasies..To her mother, Celestina said, "What did you mean when
you said you'd heard all about Barty here?".Sad symbols of a romance not meant to be, the red rose and the bottle of wine lay on the floor of the
foyer. With the corpse gone, no signs of violence remained..Surprisingly, he received a lot of gratification from voicing this insult, even though
Vanadium was too dead to hear it..In the minister's house, Junior had seen no indications of a sister. No family photos, no high-school graduation
portrait proudly framed. Of course, he had not been interested in their family, for he had been all-consumed by Seraphim..Instinct, even reason, told
him that some connection existed between this person, this Bartholomew, and Celestina. The name had terrified Cain in a bad dream, the very night
of the day that he'd killed Naomi, and Vanadium therefore had incorporated it into his psychological-warfare strategy without knowing its
significance to his suspect. As strongly as he sensed the connection, he couldn't find the link. He lacked some crucial bit of
information..Hackachaks to browbeat him into a despairing, exhausted, disgusted compliance with their greed..The afternoon was winding down,
and the lowering sky seemed to be drawn steadily toward the earth by threads of gray light that reeled westward, ever faster, over the horizon's
spool. The air smelled like rain waiting to happen..You have the teeth to do it, Junior thought, but he restrained himself from saying it. "This can't
be a dead end.".So they had cooked up this project, math and mayhem, geometry of limbs and branches, arboreal science and childish stunt, a test
of strategy and strength and skill-and of the scary limits of nine-year-old bravado..That would not be a productive use of his time. Satisfying, but
not prudent. Zedd tells us that time is the most precious thing we have, because we're born with so little of it..Chastened by these recent events, he
vowed to stop meditating, to void all passive responses to the challenges of life. He must explore the unknown rather than flinch from it in fear.
Besides, through his explorations, he would prove that the unknown was all just tapioca or applesauce, or whatever..Otter hesitated and said,
"Yes.".For a moment, none of them spoke. The silence was as flawless as the preternatural hush reputed to precede the biggest quakes..Thrusting
the red rose at her again, insistently pressing it against her hand to distract her, Junior swung the Merlot, and just as Sinatra sang the word sugar
with a bounce, the bottle smacked Victoria in the center of her forehead..He threw away his necktie, because in the elevator, on the way down from
Renee's-or Rene's--penthouse, and again on the walk back to his apartment, he had scrubbed his tongue with it. On further consideration, he threw
away everything that he had been wearing, including his shoes..Behind her, he said, "And is that my gray cardigan? What did you do to my
cardigan?".Angel was lying on a towel on the convertible sofa, where Grace had just changed her diaper..Although Junior continued to feel
threatened, continued to trust his instinct in this matter, he didn't devote his every waking hour to the hunt. He had a life to enjoy, after all.
Self-improvements to undertake, galleries to explore, women to pursue..ISBN 0-15-100561-3 I. Fantasy fiction, American, [I. Fantasy. 2. Short
stories.]

I. Title..If the ace of diamonds, in quartet, must be taken seriously, then why not the rest of the draw?."Apple juice, lime Jell-O, and four

soda crackers," said the detective. "If you don't have enough of a conscience to make you confess,."It seems it was his own idea, your
majesty.".The detective shrugged. "The girl might've had her baby at a third rate hospital, one with poor control of patients' records and a less
professional staff. Or the kid might have been placed for adoption through some baby brokerage in it strictly for the money. Then there would've
been opportunities to learn something. But as soon as I discovered it was St. Mary's, I knew we were screwed.".If he had known that he would
break his solemn vow twice before the month was ended-and that neither victim, unfortunately, would be a Hackachak--he might not have fallen
asleep so easily. And he might not have dreamed of cleverly stealing hundreds of quarters out of Thomas Vanadium's pockets while the baffled
detective searched for them in vain..Through fog-shrouded hills forested with oaks, maples, madrones, and pepperwoods, through magnificent
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stands of redwoods that towered three hundred feet, he arrived in Weott on the evening of January 3, 1968, where he stayed the night. If Paul had
any northernmost goal for this trip, it was the city of Eureka, almost fifty miles farther-and for no reason, other than to eat Humboldt Bay crabs at
their origin, because that was one of his and Perri's favorite foods.."I've seen them," Tom assured her. "My dear, you've never smelled anything
better than a field full of bacon vines.".A blood test might prove that Junior was the father. Accusations might sooner or later be made against him
by bitter and hate-filled members of her family, perhaps not even with the hope of sending him to prison, but solely for the purpose of getting their
bands on a sizable pan of his fortune, in the form of child support..Maintaining a brutal strangling pressure, Junior turned his head aside, to protect
his eyes. He kneed Neddy in the crotch, crunching the remaining fight out of him..than the left: slack yet with a pulled look. The left eyelid
drooped. That side of her.Another thought: The young gallery employee would remember that Junior had asked after Neddy and had followed him
toward the men's room. He would provide a description, and because he was an art connoisseur, therefore visually oriented, he'd most likely
provide a good description, and what the police artist drew wouldn't be some cubist vision in the Picasso mode or a blurry impressionistic sketch,
but a portrait filled with vivid and realistic detail, like a Norman Rockwell painting, ensuring apprehension..Shortly after four o'clock, here was
Neddy, already spiffed for work in black tuxedo, pleated white shirt, and black bow tie, with a red bud rose as a boutonniere, standing just inside
the open door to Celestina White's studio apartment, holding forth in tedious detail as to the reasons why she was in flagrant breach of her lease and
obligated to move by the end of the month. The issue was Angel, lone baby in an otherwise childless building: her crying (though she rarely cried),
her noisy play (though Angel wasn't yet strong enough to shake a rattle), and the potential she represented for damage to the premises (though she
was not yet able to get out of a bassinet on her own, let alone go at the plaster with a ball-peen hammer)..When Celestina first entered his ICU
cubicle, the sight of his face scared her in spite of the surgeon's assurances. Gray, he was, and sunken-cheeked-as though this were the eighteenth
century and so many medicinal leeches had been applied to him that too much of his essential substance had been sucked out..At worst, Vanadium
might begin to wonder if Junior had a link to Seraphim, might uncover the physical-therapy connection, and in his paranoia, might erroneously
conclude that Junior had something to do with her traffic accident. That was nuts, of course, but the detective was evidently not a rational man..He
sat on the edge of the bed and held her right hand. She had passed away such a short time ago that her skin was still warm.."I get frustrated," he
admitted. "Trying to learn how to do things in the dark ... I get peed off, as they say.".In the city again, he stopped long enough to donate the
raincoat to a homeless man who didn't notice the few odd stains. This pathetic hobo happily accepted the fine coat, donned it-and then cursed his
benefactor, spat at him, and threatened him with a claw hammer..When she still didn't meet his stare, he seized her by the chin and tipped her head
back..When the waiter had gone, -Tom said, "Don't worry about abetting a crime. If I had to pop Cain to prevent him from hurting someone, I
wouldn't hesitate. But I'd never act as judge and jury otherwise.".Agnes remembered the blood, the awful red flood. Excruciating pain and such
fearsome crimson torrents. She'd thought her baby had entered the world stillborn on a tide of its own blood and hers.."Veal fit for kings," said their
waiter, delivering the entrees, and one taste confirmed his promise..This Monday afternoon, he longed for the escape and solace of half-hour pulp
adventure. But he decided that he ought to at last compose the letter he'd been meaning to write for at least ten days..The sight of the heavily
bandaged face apparently pressed all of the compassion buttons in the reverend, because he broke out of his paralytic shock and started
forward-before he registered the weapon..Finished, Joshua excused himself and went down the hall to his office. He was gone perhaps five
minutes, and when he returned, he sent Barty off to the waiting room, where the receptionist kept a jar of lemon- and orange-flavored hard candies.
"A few of them have your name on 'em, Bartholomew."."I haven't disturbed him," said the visitor, taking his cue from the doctor and keeping his
voice low..Ursula K. Le Guin."Great guy. Do you have an address for her, a way maybe I could get in touch about her brother?"."Well, sure," said
Mary, "without dying first. That would be the easy way to get there. I'm a Lampion, aren't I? Do we take the easy way, if we can avoid it? Did
Daddy take the easiest way up the oak tree?".Barty never cried. In the hospital neonatal unit, he'd been a marvel to the nurses, because when the
other newborns were squalling in chorus, Barty had been unfailingly serene..Celestina turned in her seat to look back at Wally and Angel, who
were waving. "I guess I am.".In the first drawer, he discovered an address book. Logically, Vanadium would have taken this with him, even if on
the lam from a murder rap, so Junior tucked it in his jacket pocket.."Crafty men" is what they called wizards in those days..Not cheerful,
life-loving, high-spirited, churchgoing Naomi. She saw every day through a golden haze that came from the sun in her heart..Commodified fantasy
takes no risks: it invents nothing, but imitates and trivializes. It proceeds by depriving the old stories of their intellectual and ethical complexity,
turning their action to violence, their actors to dolls, and their truth- telling to sentimental platitude. Heroes brandish their swords, lasers, wands, as
mechanically as combine harvesters, reaping profits. Profoundly disturbing moral choices are sanitized, made cute, made safe. The passionately
conceived ideas of the great story-tellers are copied, stereotyped, reduced to toys, molded in bright-colored plastic, advertised, sold, broken, junked,
replaceable, interchangeable..To become a physical therapist, Junior had taken more than massage classes, so he knew what hematemesis meant.
Hematemesis: vomiting of blood..The adoption records on Seraphim White's baby weren't sealed by law, because custody of the child was being
retained by family..By air from San Francisco south to Orange County Airport, then farther south along the coast by rental car, one week in the
wake of Paul Damascus and his three charges, following directions provided by Paul, Tom Vanadium brought Wally Lipscomb to the Lampion
house..Six captain's chairs encircled the big round table, one for everybody, including Agnes, but only Paul and Barty stayed seated..support as he
had only pretended to need it previously. He felt as if he had become the mere shell of a man and that the right note would shatter him as a properly
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piercing tone can shatter crystal..He fished the sound-suppressor from a jacket pocket, drew the pistol from his shoulder holster, and began to screw
the former to the latter. He misthreaded it at first because his hands had begun to shake..Tom proved to be more useful than either a cop or a priest
to Pie Lady Services, when he discovered a talent for money management that protected their funds from twelve percent inflation and in fact
brought them a handsome return in real terms..Later, when the seven of them were gathered at the dinner table, the adults raised glasses of
Chardonnay, the children raised tumblers of Pepsi, and Maria gave the toast. "To Bartholomew, the image of his father, who was the kindest man
I've ever known. To my Bonita and my Francesca, who brighten every day. To Edom and Jacob, from who ... from whom I've learned so much that
has made me think about the fragility of life and made me realize how precious is every day. And to Agnes, my dearest friend, who has given me,
oh, so much, including all these words. God bless us, every one.".If this insurance payoff was not mere coincidence, if it was the wealth that had
been foretold, then how far behind the fortune did the knave travel? Years? Months? Days?.She expected him to be gone, snatched by an
accomplice who had come in the back way while Deed had distracted her at the front door..In adversity lies great opportunity, as Caesar Zedd
teaches, and always, of course, there is a bright side even when you aren't able immediately to see it..same," Agnes admonished. "Who's been
raising you, sugarpie, if you don't know that? Are you going to pretend you've been brought up by wolves for nine years?".He shook so badly that
he couldn't remove the cap from the bottle. He was proud to be more sensitive than most people, to be so full of feeling, but sometimes sensitivity
was a curse..He jammed the 9-mm pistol under his belt, grabbed Ichabod by the feet, and dragged him quickly toward the door to Apartment 1.
Smears of blood brightened the pale limestone floor in the wake of the body..What he learned working with his father and uncle in the shipyard he
could use, at least; and he was becoming a good craftsman, even his father would admit that..Instead, he was given a small color brochure featuring
samples of the artist's work. It also contained the same photograph of her smiling face that graced the window..room, heavier and colder than the
ice bags that were draped across Junior's midsection..Knuckle over knuckle, snared in the web of thumb and forefinger, vanishing into the purse of
the palm, secretly traversing the hand, reappearing, knuckle over knuckle, the coin glimmered as it turned..Just as the man turned away, Junior got
a glimpse of what he wore under a London Fog raincoat. Between the lapels of the coat: a white shirt with a wing collar, a black bow tie, the
suggestion of black-satin lapels like those on a tuxedo jacket.."Agnes," said the magician, "you better start meeting with that librarian now to
record your own life. If you don't get started for another forty years, by then you'll need a whole decade of talking to get it all down.".PERRI'S
POLIO-WHITTLED body did not test the strength of her pallbearers. The minister prayed for her soul, her friends mourned her loss, and the earth
received her..Losen, a sea-pirate who called himself King of the Inmost Sea, was then the chief warlord in the city and all the east and south of
Havnor. Exacting tribute from that rich domain, he spent it to increase his soldiery and the fleets he sent out to take slaves and plunder from other
lands. As Otters uncle said, he kept the shipwrights busy. They were grateful to have work in a time when men seeking work found only beggary,
and rats ran in the courts of Maharion. They did an honest job, Otter's father said, and what the work was used for was none of their
concern..Applying enough pain, he could have gotten cooperation even from Vanadium. The detective had said he'd heard Junior fearfully repeat
Bartholomew in his sleep, which Junior believed to be true, because the name did resonate with him; however, he wasn't sure he believed the cop's
claim to be ignorant of the identity of this nemesis..The attorney's admission surprised Junior. This was probably as close as Magusson would ever
get to saying, Maybe you didn't kill your wife, after all, but he was by nature a nasty prick, so even an implied apology was more than Junior had
ever expected to receive..The sleeves of the pajama top were pushed up, revealing more of the disease's vicious work. The muscles of her useless
left arm had atrophied; the once graceful hand curled in upon itself, as though holding an invisible object, perhaps the hope she never
abandoned..Maria Gonzalez brought rice casseroles, homemade tamales, and chile rellenos. Daily, Jacob made cookies and brownies, always a new
variety, and in such volume that Maria's plates were heaped with baked goods each time they were returned to her..As the nurse gave Junior the
injection, Parkhurst said, "You're an exceptionally sensitive man, Enoch. That's a quality to be much admired in an often unfeeling world. But in
your current condition, your sensitivity is your worst enemy.".When Agnes was surprised to discover that Barty's name had been inspired by the
reverend's famous sermon, Paul was startled. He had heard "This Momentous Day" on its first broadcast, and learning that it would be rerun three
weeks later by popular demand, he'd urged Joey to listen. Joey had heard it on Sunday, the second of January, 1965-just four days before the birth
of his son..pistol that he'd purchased in late June. The city operated a program to melt confiscated and donated weapons and to remake them into
plowshares or xylophones, or into the metal fittings of hookah pipes..He was immensely weary, limp. He felt oppressed, as though a great weight
were piled on him. Even keeping his eyes open was tiring..From out of the fog and darkness came the slap of running feet on bricks. He was
sprinting toward the back of the house..Intending to keep the front of the gallery under surveillance from behind the wheel of his Mercedes, Junior
checked the time as he walked toward the car. His wrist was bare, his Rolex missing..ONWARD THROUGH THIS Monday, January 17, this
momentous day, when the ending of one thing is the beginning of another.."Ordinarily, I'd recommend that you apply hot compresses every two
hours to relieve discomfort and to hasten drainage, and I'd send you home with a prescription for an antibiotic.".On the other hand, one needed to
believe in something. Junior didn't clutter his mind with superstitious nonsense or allow himself to be constrained by the views of bourgeois society
or by its smug concepts of right and wrong, good and evil. From Zedd, he'd learned that he was the sole master of his universe. Self-realization
through self-esteem was his doctrine; total freedom and guiltless pleasure were the rewards of faithful adherence to his principles. What he believed
in-the only thing he believed in-was Junior Cain, and in this he was a fiercely passionate believer, devout unto himself Consequently, as Caesar
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Zedd explained, when any man was clearheaded enough to cast off all the false.No doubt thinking about the land of the big bugs, into which she
had pushed Enoch Cain, which was exactly what Barty had suddenly thought about, Angel said, "Honey, this is amazing, it's wonderful, but you've
got to be careful."."Come with me," Paul Damascus said at once. "To Bright Beach. It is far away from San Francisco, and he'd never think of
looking for you there. Why would he? You've no connection to the place. I've got a house with enough room. You're welcome. And you wouldn't
be among strangers.".Outside, Celestina took Angel's hand as they descended the front steps to the street..The crazy bitch wielded it with such
ferocity that the force of the impact with the floor, rebounding upon her, must have numbed her arms. She stumbled backward, dragging the chair,
temporarily unable to lift it.
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