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'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought audience of Meimoun, who bade

admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he said to the Afrit,

'Return whence thou comest and say to thy mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and make her serve

Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind of this world

and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that she is presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?' When

the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my mistress, and

thou one of her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like of me with

these words?' Then, he bade those who were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his mistress and

told her that which had passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? O'erbold

art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and miscontent..90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.So

Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him,

they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I

am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp."

Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art

thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered

Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand

with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house,

which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon

quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and

returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy,

they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had

betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose

husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all the

human race, display A book that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..Eleventh

Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him.

Then he bade his treasurer give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the

folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the

rest of the guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day,

when their host bade them hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.He gained him wealth and returning to his native

land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of

her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she

described her charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in

exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she

answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no

more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.There was once, of old days and in

bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er

Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom

belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise

he abode a long space of time..? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They straight would humble themselves to her

and prone before her fall..I marvelled at her words and said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would

have thee give me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What have I to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would

not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but I would fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my

design will not be accomplished but by thine aid." Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I

go and sit in the street wherein is the house of Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and

those who are with thee of the police, and thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of

perfumes; whereupon do thou question me of my case and I will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I

came down [into the town,] to do an occasion; but the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates

and I knew not whither I should go this night Presently I saw this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter
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therein against break of day.' When I say this to thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say,

'Needs must we leave her with one who will take care of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with

Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and children till the morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have

gained admission into his house, without inconvenience, and gotten my desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy

matter.".Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he

occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast.

Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto

him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a

stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take

thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my

money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor deny.When

King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her

therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him

and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a

pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and

they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of

this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he

rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject

and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the

hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor

may prevarication be therein.'.So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and

gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what

is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the

Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou

art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that

I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the

markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From

Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following

verses:.Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..Now there was a man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif

[Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was great of gravity and piety and

decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to require of him that he should keep him company in his carousals and drink with him and had

proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still refused. It chanced that this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he

might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and the chamberlain, doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had

charged him admit and that he should suffer none but him to enter, allowed him to go in to his master..? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened,

racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..? ? ? ? ? All hearkening to my word, obeying my

command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to my sight..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.The company marvelled at this story and

at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more

extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..24. The Ten Viziers; or the History of King Azad- bekht and his Son ccccxxxv.Quoth Shefikeh,

"My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse

answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection

and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with

the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented,

whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..The company

marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to

myself..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dlxxxii.44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.So they gat them raiment of

wool and clothing themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had passed over them, they

became weak for hunger and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to his

father of weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to

me, and now there is no means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will

counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market
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and sell me and take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will

buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king

said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst require me of service.'.There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn

the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out

as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he

was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend and go away to

another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for generous men And the niggard and sland'rer to use me

forebade..? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..The zephyr's sweetness on the

coppice blew, ii. 235..O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..As they were thus engaged, behold, up came the dancers and

mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of their number forewent them, with a great banner in his hand, and played all manner antics

with his voice and limbs. When they came to the Courthouse, the Cadi exclaimed, "I seek refuge with God from yonder Satans!" And the merchant

laughed, but said nothing. Then they entered and saluting his highness the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's blessing on thee, O son of

our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our eyes in that which thou dost, and we beseech God to cause the glory of our lord the Cadi to endure, who hath

honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and allotted us a part in his high rank and dignity." When the Cadi heard this talk, it bewildered his

wit and he was confounded and his face flushed with anger and he said to his son-in-law, "What words are these?" Quoth the merchant, "Knowest

thou not, O my lord, that I am of this tribe? Indeed this man is the son of my mother's brother and that other the son of my father's brother, and I am

only reckoned of the merchants [by courtesy]!".? ? ? ? ? a. The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN

BIBERS EL BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN OFFICERS OF POLICE. (83).Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of

fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this.

Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.Then he wept again and El Abbas said to

him, "Fear not for me, for thou knowest my prowess and my puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of the land and my good breeding

(63) and skill in rhetoric; and indeed he whose father thou art and whom thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast united praiseworthy

qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed the East and the West, thou needest not fear for him, more by token that I purpose but to seek diversion

(64) and return to thee, if it be the will of God the Most High." Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and [what] of good?"

"O father mine," replied El Abbas, "I have no need of horses or camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will have none go forth with me save

my servant Aamir and no more.".16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.Accordingly, Ishac bade admit her; so she

entered, and when her eyes fell upon the Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace be upon thee, O Commander

of the Faithful and asylum of the people of the faith and reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain the treading of thy feet and

vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that of thine enemies!' Quoth Er

Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel! Sit.' So she sat down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and tightening its strings, played

thereon in many modes, so that the Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were confounded and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first

mode and sang the following verses:.Patience, Of the Advantages of, i. 89..21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.A white one, from her

sheath of tresses now laid bare, ii. 291..? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn

aside..I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all honour and consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had

said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to depart, my master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart;

arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook myself to the folk, and behold, they had bought great store of elephants' bones and

bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took passage for me with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon

me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail and passed from island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the

port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their goods and sold; and I also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a

good profit..Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and his wife stayed not in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name

was Kutrou. (98) When they presented themselves to him, he entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told

him his story, first and last. So he gave him a great army and wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made

ready with his host and setting out for his own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and

slew him. Then he entered the city and sat down on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for

him, he despatched messengers to the mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned and informed the king that they had not found

him..? ? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my

loved ones bewail..19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil be quit, look that no evil yon do; Nay, but do good, for the like

God will still render to you..Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the, iii. 199.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all I'm held in

amity..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain and heat..Then he

turned to the woman and said to her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What prompted thee to
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this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father and my mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and

she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek." (93) Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away, and it booteth not to

speak of them; but, as for that which I took of wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost

of munificence..Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three

sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and

they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of

her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis

came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of sundown drew near and the

day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He would

reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond-

man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.Then he gave me the present and letter and money

for my expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants and

we sailed days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the

city, where I carried the letter and present to the king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me,

'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee

once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy;

after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said,

'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present and the letter and he

read the latter and accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion.

As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her

from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with

herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not

thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of

the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to

her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea,

me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am

come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines

nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would

well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and

thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..So saying, she rose [and

going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore

it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but

to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for

all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making provision for]

thine acquittance.".When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.When she had

made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more extraordinary.' 'By

Allah, O my lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have brought with me.' So he looked and

saw riches such as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones and great pearls

and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that which Queen Es

Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar

possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the crown, that was on the

head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays

wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to

describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cxlviii.10. The Enchanted

Horse ccxlir.Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and

vouchsafed him that night's respite..? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches turn back to it there..? ? ? ? ? s. The House

with the Belvedere dccccxcv.Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.79. The Devout

Prince dclxiv.? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..Then Ishac

seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the

lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but
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of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months

hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft

and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a

number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the

following verses:.Aboulhusn abode with his wife in eating and drinking and all delight of life, till all that was with them was spent, when he said to

her, "Harkye, O Nuzhet el Fuad!" "At thy service," answered she, and he said, "I have it in mind to play a trick on the Khalif and thou shalt do the

like with the Lady Zubeideh, and we will take of them, in a twinkling, two hundred dinars and two pieces of silk." "As thou wilt," answered she;

"but what thinkest thou to do?" And he said,"We will feign ourselves dead and this is the trick. I will die before thee and lay myself out, and do

thou spread over me a kerchief of silk and loose [the muslin of] my turban over me and tie my toes and lay on my heart a knife, and a little salt.

(35) Then let down thy hair and betake thyself to thy mistress Zubeideh, tearing thy dress and buffeting thy face and crying out. She will say to

thee, 'What aileth thee?' and do thou answer her, saying, 'May thy head outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." She will mourn for me and

weep and bid her treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and will say to thee, 'Go lay him out and carry him forth [to burial].' So

do thou take of her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and come back, and when thou returnest to me, I will rise up and thou shalt lie down in

my place, and I will go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!' and tear my dress and pluck at my beard. He will

mourn for thee and say to his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a hundred dinars and a piece of silk.' Then he will say to me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her

forth;' and I will come back to thee.".? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to

all that's fair and fine.".Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..Therewithal Noureddin's life was troubled; so he arose and donned his clothes, and his host

said, "Whither away this night, O my lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my lodging, and to-morrow I will betake myself to the palace of

the Commander of the Faithful and demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning," said the other, "and go not forth at the like of this hour." But

he answered, "Needs must I go;" and the host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of God." So Noureddin went forth, and drunkenness had got the

mastery of him, wherefore he threw himself down on [a bench before one of] the shops. Now the watch were at that hour making their round and

they smelt the sweet scent [of essences] and wine that exhaled from him; so they made for it and found the youth lying on the bench, without sense

or motion. They poured water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried him to the house of the Chief of the Police and he questioned him

of his affair. "O my lord," answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in this town and have been with one of my friends. So I came forth from his house

and drunkenness overcame me.".Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was ware of the king's love for women; so

he said to his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to him the story; but he believed her not

and doubt entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it morrowed, he summoned the

chamberlain and investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he should have

departed and come to his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew his design; so he answered,

saying, 'Hearkening and obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be necessary for the welfare of my estate;

then will I go about the king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii.

224..When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If

he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs,

imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal.

Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and

wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half

his fill..?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said

to her, "By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this

time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to

him, whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?"

asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another

eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he.

"Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his

reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am

Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!)

thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he

arose and abode wondering at his case..102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he

presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God

alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship,

indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.On this wise he continued to
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do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take

him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of

their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place,

so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif

refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my

expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave

not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the

door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to

him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and

seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el

Jelis clxxxi.? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and

bright;.Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.On this wise they abode a long while till one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had need,

and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he was speaking

and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the

physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of straitness and

misery would be enlarged unto him.'.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and

carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following

verses:.Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for

himself gained nought thereby whate'er..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world should I

forget the love of thee?.When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection

and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him

and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to

be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he

heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard

the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a

mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this

pit.'.There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in

his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem

with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his

subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou

didst anticipate!.Then the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a

couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and

he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at

himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and

hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and

the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me

and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call it,

for therewith I've broken many a heart among the amorous race.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clviii.96. Ali ben Tahir

and the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's

slain..When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I

wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other,

for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his

wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but

rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score

bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks,

so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.? ? ? ? ?

'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave,

For, if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over

running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath

sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess,
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to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down

and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el

Hadi dclvii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.Therewith the king was filled with wrath and said, "Bring him forthright," So they

brought the youth before him, shackled, and the king said to him, "Out on thee! Thou hast sinned a great sin and the time of thy life hath been long;

(112) but needs must we put thee to death, for that there is for us no ease in thy life after this," "O king," answered he, "know that I, by Allah, am

guiltless, and by reason of this I hope for life, for that he who is guiltless of offence goeth not in fear of punishment neither maketh great his

mourning and his concern; but whoso hath sinned, needs must his sin be expiated upon him, though his life be prolonged, and it shall overtake him,

even as it overtook Dadbin the king and his vizier." "How was that?" asked Azadbekht, and the youth said,.? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and steeds

and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.4. The Three Apples lxix.With this the king's wrath subsided and

he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal

aught, till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one

should come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the

Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was

wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.So

the old woman returned to the lover and said to him, "I have skilfully contrived the affair for thee with her; [and now it behoveth us to amend that

we have marred]. So go now and sit with the draper and bespeak him of the turban-cloth, [saying, 'The turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to

burn in two places; so I gave it to a certain old woman, to get mended, and she took it and went away, and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When

thou seest me pass by, rise and lay hold of me [and demand of me the turban-cloth], to the intent that I may amend her case with her husband and

that thou mayst be even with her." So he repaired to the draper's shop and sat down by him and said to him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I

bought of thee?" "Yes," answered the draper, and the other said, "Knowest thou what is come of it?" "No," replied the husband, and the youth said,

"After I bought it of thee, I fumigated myself (58) and it befell that the turban-cloth was burnt in two places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son,

they said, was a fine-drawer, and she took it and went away with it; and I know not her abiding-place." When the draper heard this, he misdoubted

him [of having wrongly suspected his wife] and marvelled at the story of the turban-cloth, and his mind was set at ease concerning her.
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