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There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons. They

abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and his wife

said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him,

so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth

against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it

revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not

[to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth

evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.? ? ? ? ?

? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have

more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy

sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both

Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me,

"What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make

at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I

will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi

and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst

I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without

worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the

morrow..When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with

the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of

him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my own country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without

ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats

full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They

entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew

and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his house, gave

me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was comforted and I was somewhat restored..? ? ? ? ? How oft I've

waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I drained, Watching the stars of night go by, for sleepless languishment!.? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it

fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother

xxxi.Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and remembered

that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he had taken the

pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot stood within

earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I will unite the

whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of having taken the

dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will escape me; and

meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take the whole.'.? ?

? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.King Ibrahim and his Son, Story of, i. 138..Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i.

13..Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage communicating with his mistress's house.

When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he went out to go to the trooper's house, but

turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of thee.' So the dolt of a fuller went out and

made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat down beside her lover. Presently, the

fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the case. (230) Then doubt betided him and

he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and donning her wonted clothes, sat

[waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with them?' Quoth he, 'I did this, but I

misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her, and there is nought to distinguish

between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.When three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and

her tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her

from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and

the folk fell out concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men
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of judgment and understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted

not but Selma was a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were

instant with her, till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the

throne of the kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the

affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..Patience, Of the Advantages of, i. 89..Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the

King's Son of, ii. 195..So Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from

beginning to end, till the time of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the

cook and that which had betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he

told him how the cook had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king

and how life was not pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted

her with that which had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was

so eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to

enter a town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and

consort with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what

he might spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while.."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which

is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the craft of women and their wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage

thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds and colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand of him who is

knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than it. Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he

is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he

goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help for it but that he must break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk

need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that return to their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou

knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all folk.".When El Melik ez Zahir heard Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then

rose another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in bygone days..? ? ? ? ? The railers for your loss pretend that I should patient be:

'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.Then he folded the letter and committed it to the nurse and gave her five hundred dinars,

saying, "Accept this from me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself between us." "By Allah, O my lord," answered she, "my desire is to bring

about union between you, though I lose that which my right hand possesseth." And he said, "May God the Most High requite thee with good!"

Then she carried the letter to Mariyeh and said to her, "Take this letter; belike it may be the end of the correspondence." So she took it and breaking

it open, read it, and when she had made an end of it, she turned to the nurse and said to her, "This fellow putteth off lies upon me and avoucheth

unto me that he hath cities and horsemen and footmen at his command and submitting to his allegiance; and he seeketh of me that which he shall

not obtain; for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings' sons have sought me in marriage, with presents and rarities; but I have paid no heed unto aught of

this; so how shall I accept of this fellow, who is the fool (90) of his time and possesseth nought but two caskets of rubies, which he gave to my

father, and indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of El Ghitrif and abideth without silver or gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee by Allah, O

nurse, return to him and cut off his hope of me.".? ? ? ? ? All hearkening to my word, obeying my command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to my

sight..She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi

merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of

them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a

damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High

(184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there

was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured

that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth

slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God

(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy

coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the

lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185)

or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my

lord, on this wise.'.So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of

ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking

along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down

thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of

stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my
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symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any one that he should slander me

and say that I am humpbacked?".? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be

vouchsafed your sight..82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their

enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and

treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they

fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said

to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to

the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my

lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".? ? ? ? ? Yea,

"Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..WP="BR1">.? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath

come, of troops and guards ensued, And Bactrian camels brought with him, in many a laden line,."There was once a king named Bihkerd aed he

had wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never forgave. He went forth one day to

hunt and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the guards brought

him in haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put him to death;'

but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy power over

me, for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work [for which thou shall be

requited] one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil from

me, so shall God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had never

before pardoned any..33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.Therewith the king was filled with wrath and said, "Bring him

forthright," So they brought the youth before him, shackled, and the king said to him, "Out on thee! Thou hast sinned a great sin and the time of thy

life hath been long; (112) but needs must we put thee to death, for that there is for us no ease in thy life after this," "O king," answered he, "know

that I, by Allah, am guiltless, and by reason of this I hope for life, for that he who is guiltless of offence goeth not in fear of punishment neither

maketh great his mourning and his concern; but whoso hath sinned, needs must his sin be expiated upon him, though his life be prolonged, and it

shall overtake him, even as it overtook Dadbin the king and his vizier." "How was that?" asked Azadbekht, and the youth said,.87. The Lovers of

the Benou Tai dclxxiii.97. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover dclxxxviii.In this island is a river of very sweet

water, issuing from the shore of the sea and entering in at a wide cavern in the skirt of an inaccessible mountain, and the stones of the island are all

limpid sparkling crystal and jacinths of price. Therein also is a spring of liquid, welling up like [molten] pitch, and when it cometh to the shore of

the island, the fish swallow it, then return and cast it up, and it becometh changed from its condition and that which it was aforetime; and it is crude

ambergris. Moreover, the trees of the island are all of the most precious aloes-wood, both Chinese and Comorin; but there is no way of issue from

the place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the steepness of its shore forbiddeth the drawing up of ships, and if any approach the mountain, they

fall into the eddy aforesaid; nor is there any resource (205) in that island..The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain

between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!)

and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers, whoso will tell me which of them died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand

dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the

thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and

the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave

them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended] death was a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou

shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without this fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was

ashamed, O my lady.".10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring

to the bridle-rein..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter,

the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not

but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me

not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with

that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good

grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I

desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took

his daughter and fled with her..N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story

dccccxxxviii.So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he

might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was

thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there?
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Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and

drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest

whereof I am going about.'.'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my

destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of

His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased

not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236) iv.Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii. 31..? ? ? ? ? r. The Man

who saw the Night of Power dxcvi.Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold

set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the

magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of

Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden

among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the

pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find

her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.The kings and all those who were present rejoiced

in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and kissing her hand, said to her, 'There abideth but little of the night; so

do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the wedding (203) and the circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went away,

whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the garden for the rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and carried

her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale and mocking-bird and ringdove and curlew (204) and other than these

of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were of gold and silver and the water thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits,

was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the Garden of Eden. (206).Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i. 61.To

return to El Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of

Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a

handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found

a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou

stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him,

whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a

thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled

for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas his possession..11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter (239).19. The Sparrow and the Peacock

clii.We were sleeping one night on the roof, when a woman made her way into the house and gathering into a bundle all that was therein, took it

up, that she might go away with it. Now she was great with child and near upon her term and the hour of her deliverance; so, when she made up the

bundle and offered to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the coming of the pangs of labour and gave birth to a child in the dark. Then

she sought for the flint and steel and striking a light, kindled the lamp and went round about the house with the little one, and it was weeping. [The

noise awoke us,] as we lay on the roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do, and looking down through the opening of the saloon,

(112) saw a woman, who had kindled the lamp, and heard the little one weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not

ashamed to deal with us thus and discover our nakedness? Know ye not that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us! By

Allah, were it not that ye have been my neighbours these [many] years, I would bring down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she was

of the Jinn and drew back our heads; but, when we arose on the morrow, we found that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it;

wherefore we knew that she was a thief and had practised [on us] a device, such as was never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance

advantaged us not.'.I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed, ii. 255..Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on whom be

peace!) against certain owners of sheep, whose flocks had fallen upon their crops by night and devoured them, and he bade value the crops [and

that the shepherds should make good the amount]. But Solomon (on whom be peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the

husbandmen, so they may take their milk and wool, till they have repaid themselves the value of their crops; then let the sheep return to their

owners." So David withdrew his own ordinance and caused execute that of Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was

more pertinent and he showed himself therein better versed in jurisprudence.' (245).How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii.

69..When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him

the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet

they were! ii. 96.? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.The Fifth Day.Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of

the village, and when God willed the accomplishment of His ordinance, the which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of

the villagers, to stop the way. The folk complained of them to the king, who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the

highwaymen and the boy with them, whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and
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wounded him. So they carried him to his house, after they had laid hands upon the youth and his companions and brought them before the king,

saying, 'What biddest thou that we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they

brought them before him and He said to them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I

have gotten my death-wound on this wise of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of

the stars, together with the fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath smitten thee should be thy son.'.? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart

and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Then

they betook themselves to two boys affected to the [special] service of the king, who slept not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for

that they were his pages of the chamber, and gave them each a thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and

take this gold as a provision against your occasion.' Quoth the boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam

hath marred our affairs for us, and if his case abide on this wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour; and what we desire of you is that,

when ye are alone with the king and he leaneth back, as he were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into

his especial favour and hath advanced him to high rank with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let

the other of you ask, "And what is his transgression?" And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan

was used, whenas one went to him to seek his daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of

this he sent her hither, because she loved me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well

known unto all the folk, but, of their fear of the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a

journey, Abou Temam comes to her and is private with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.Then he braced up his courage and

gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth,

stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on

the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came

to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who

questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he

took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How bitter from the

convent 'twas to part and fare away!.Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king with two pearls of price and each of them avouched

that his pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the

old man whom I bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We have made proof of him in

cookery and have found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his

pretension will be made manifest to us.'.Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in

the name of God the Most High, trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that

which was in their treasuries of jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them

servants of other than the people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him,

so that, [when she was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is

no God but He! Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family

nor of the people of their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months'

space, at the end of which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..Then

said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And

they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with

understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we

know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not

be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair

was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High,

wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50)

Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when

it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.146. The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's

far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when

we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to

[see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy

themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me,

arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who

used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem
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or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he

sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or

less..THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174).? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.So the folk resorted to her from

all parts and she used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God granted him relief, and against his oppressor,

and He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on this wise she abode a great space of time. As for

her husband, when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore

concerned and misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss..So they gat them

raiment of wool and clothing themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had passed over them,

they became weak for hunger and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to

his father of weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to

me, and now there is no means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will

counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market

and sell me and take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will

buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king

said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst require me of service.'.So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's

victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with

me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying

one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in

myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of

the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And

I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was

that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water

have issue in some place.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvii.So saying, he left him and went

away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with

good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this,

they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is

not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the

money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye

say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired;

but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and

went away from him and dispersed..? ? ? ? ? x. The Sandal-wood Merchant and the Sharpers dciii.So I arose and gathering wood and planks from

the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this

water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to a place where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall

[but] perish, even as my companions have perished.' Then I collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had

perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what

was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river and seating myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the

stream..? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..Firouz and his Wife, i.

209..The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh

kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the

queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the circumcision of his son. So I

sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was

present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth to me thine elegance and

pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy charms, and this shall

bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.' (226).Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth,

the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a

sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with

thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with

money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims

of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated

him on his left hand.".Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? By God, how pleasant was the night we passed, with him for third!
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Muslim and Jew and Nazarene, we sported till the day..When the king heard this from the vizier, he bade him go away [and he withdrew to his

house]..70. Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at

his head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection

of God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this

eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her

and entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed

concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.When the news reached El Aziz,

he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and

the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with

the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops

(104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the

approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about

him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father,

the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he

was certified of this, he and his troops..The old woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the

rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from

off him and arising forthright, washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she

bought him chickens and made him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the

morrow..And the king bade him depart to his own house..166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at for its slender swaying shape

And cherished for its symmetry and sheen..Presently, the princess turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats

and dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh brought what she desired and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night

departed and the day came. Then said El Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him

in marriage for me, in accordance with the Book of God the Most High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we

may not enter into transgression?" And Mariyeh answered, saying, "By Allah, it is well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and

nought befell between them; and when the day lightened, she improvised and recited the following verses:.When Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the

thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth that is with us.' Whereupon

the king fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father and thou shalt have assurance

from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was little], with a nurse to rear me,

and one day, there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse and rent her in pieces; and God

vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he

cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it and behold, it was scarred..Now

this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His

fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a

tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the

king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of

dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and

made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to

slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed

with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else

would he surely slay him..? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To heart and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.5.

Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.Then they arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought

and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with

that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.'

So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and still

on slaying me are bent!.25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have been in his

place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his

partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast

about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife,

'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my
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brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the

governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt

help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in

the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid

thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee languishment?.? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh,

(64) dishevelled widows plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to

one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the

killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and

cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from

sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst

sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to

prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon

she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el

Milah dcccclviii.? ? ? ? ? Parting hath sundered us, belov'd; indeed, I stood in dread Of this, whilst yet our happiness in union was complete..? ? ? ?

? And when the sun of morning sees her visage and her smile, O'ercome. he hasteneth his face behind the clouds to hide..? ? ? ? ? Would he were

not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.With this the king bade the vizier go away

to his lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.Old Woman

and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..When the evening evened, the king let call his vizier and he presented himself before him, whereupon he

required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king. that.70. Khusrau and Shirin and the

Fisherman dclvi.Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise

of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next night came, the king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as

for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the doorway. When the king saw him do thus, he was sore

disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee favour more than any else and thou wouldst do with me

this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said,

'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the

issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and

despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase.
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