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One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein
was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady
Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not
of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called
down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go
forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath
forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be
as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though
it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with
thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but
one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked
her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.102. Jouder and his Brothers
dcclxxv.? ? ? ? ? Tirewomen to the bride, who whiskers, ay, and beard Upon her face produce, they never would assign. (194).88. The Thief turned
Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.Selim and Selma, ii. 81..Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid
with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.The crown of the flow'rets am I, in
the chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In
Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the
rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?.2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou
Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.When the evening came and the king
sat in his privy chamber, he summoned the vizier and required of him the story of the thief and the woman. Quoth the vizier, "Know, O king,
that.Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted
warble the woes that make him rue..10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am
I;.Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the Most High,
trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their treasuries of
jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other than the
people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she was
clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He! Then
he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the people of
their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months' space, at the end of
which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..Officer's Story, The
Eleventh, ii. 175..The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager
and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of
him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be
for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a
thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in
the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..Officer's Story,
The Tenth, ii. 172..THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174).? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and eke our trees, That
barren were, grew loaded with ripened fruits galore..When it was the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the
king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of
him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they
brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my
hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and
sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming kings and said,
"O king of the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all the kings both
morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity, (59) and indeed
we have done all that behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of honour and
expended monies galore, giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the grandees of his
state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and sending for his son El Abbas, said
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to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it and divert thyself
by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered the bath, he and
the king and the folk about them, so they might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands had wroughten..? ? ? ? ? k. The
Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i. 210..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress
dcccclxxxv.Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.Now
she had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; so, when the inspector of inheritances (190)
came, he searched the pavilion and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened it and finding it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings
and seal-rings and precious stones, such as are not found save with kings and sultans, took it, and me with it, and ceased not to put me to the
question with beating and torment till I confessed to them the whole affair from beginning to end, whereupon they carried me to the Khalif and I
told him all that had passed between me and her; and he said to me, "O man, depart from this city, for I acquit thee for thy valiance sake and
because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose forthright and departed his city; and this is
what befell me.'".The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon
the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and that which he had brought back with him of herds
and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following verses:.So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El
Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die
and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and
torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and
cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred
not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise
him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a
sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested;
after which he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the night.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and
the Hawk dcxiii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And
trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..The Eleventh Day..So he went
round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and
seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a
window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?'
And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment
of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof I am going
about.'.Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting
long drawn out and expectation drear..? ? ? ? ? y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.When the
evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and bade him [tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and
obedience. They avouch, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on
me..Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an
exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place and improvised
on the tuberose, saying:.There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out
on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till
he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in
to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her
were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion
for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no
way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I
deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we
have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he
avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then
quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he
said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then
said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not
escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that
which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..The Nineteenth Night of the Month..There was once in the land of Hind
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a king of illustrious station, endowed with understanding and good sense, and his name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and
intelligence, prudent in counsel, conformable to him in his governance and just in his judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were
the hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set snares for him, so that they insinuated into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him
and sowed despite against him in his heart; and plot followed after plot, till [at last] the king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and
confiscate his good and avoid his estate. (77).42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.Thereupon there sallied forth to
him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came to dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his
adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith!
Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared
to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then
the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? Some with religion
themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting, (53) they weep for the pains of hell and still for mercy bawl!.So, when the night
darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men with sharp swords, and went round about the streets and compassed the city, till we
came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the middle of the night Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I said
to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch said, "See what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane, came
presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells me that she is from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she espied
this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be in it a
guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy house."
But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price]. By
Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she hath been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave her
with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves, to
whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her
standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her, and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it
is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the slave opened and took her in with him..165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.5. Noureddin Ali of
Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came
forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves.
(Quoth he).Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.It is said that En Numan (169) had two
boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them
alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a
monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood
he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..Hardly had
we settled ourselves in the place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and
saying, "Hath any one passed by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day
broke, when they turned back, disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose,
and we were uncovered, without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we
repented unto God the Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.168. Abdallah ben Fasil and his
Brothers dcccclixviii.(continued)..When the appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set apart for his officers a saloon, that had windows
ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the
tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round amongst them and their hearts were gladdened with meat and
drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their secrets from concealment. The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch,
by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women; and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, I will acquaint
you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).? ? ? ? ? Though over
me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..? ? ? ? ? Ye've drowned
me in the sea of love for you; my heart Denies to be consoled for those whom I adore..?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..149. El
Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.Then he carried him to his house and stripping him of his clothes, clad him in rags; after which he called an
old woman, who was his stewardess, and said to her. 'Take this youth and clap on his neck this iron chain and go round about with him in all the
thoroughfares of the city; and when thou hast made an end of this, go up with him to the palace of the king.' And he said to the youth, 'In
whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak not a syllable, but acquaint me with her place and thou shall owe her deliverance to none but me.'
The youth thanked him and went with the old woman on such wise as the chamberlain bade him. She fared on with him till they entered the city
[and made the round thereof]; after which she went up to the palace of the king and fell to saying, 'O people of affluence, look on a youth whom the
devils take twice in the day and pray for preservation from [a like] affliction!' And she ceased not to go round about with him till she came to the
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eastern wing (189) of the palace, whereupon the slave-girls came out to look upon him and when they saw him they were amazed at his beauty and
grace and wept for him..On this wise they abode months and years and the queen-mother ceased not to do thus till the cook's brother came to the
town in his ship, and with him Selim. So he landed with the youth and showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him]. When she saw him, she
augured well of him; so she bought him from the cook's brother and was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then she fell to proving him
in his parts and making assay of him in his affairs and found in him all that is in kings' sons of understanding and breeding and goodly manners and
qualities..So they gat them raiment of wool and clothing themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some
days had passed over them, they became weak for hunger and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not,
and the prince complained to his father of weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205)
but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and
become its defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take
me and go with me to the market and sell me and take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will
provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand
for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst require me of service.'.As for Belehwan, when he fled and fortified
himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and used to
rear him on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came to five
years of age, the king mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might take his
father's leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..When the dead man found himself alone, he sprang up, as he were a Satan, and
donning the washer's clothes, (39) took the bowls and water-can and wrapped them up in the napkins. Then be took his shroud under his arm and
went out. The doorkeepers thought that he was the washer and said to him, 'Hast thou made an end of the washing, so we may tell the Amir?' 'Yes,'
answered the sharper and made off to his lodging, where he found El Merouzi soliciting his wife and saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life, thou wilt
never again look upon his face; for that by this time he is buried. I myself escaped not from them but after travail and trouble, and if he speak, they
will put him to death.' Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou have of me?' 'Accomplish my desire of thee,' answered he, 'and heal my disorder, for I am
better than thy husband.' And he fell a-toying with her..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted
that I should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..? ? ? ? ?
Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".I marvelled at this with the utmost
wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought
him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see
my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot and the
Sharper dccccv.? ? ? ? ? My heart with yearning is ever torn and tortured without cease, Nor can my lids lay hold on sleep, that Sees from them
away..A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare, ii. 291..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.Lewdness, The Pious
Woman accused of, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.When the evening evened, the king sent after the vizier and when he
presented himself before him, he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O illustrious
lord, that.Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the
king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and
he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest
estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his
house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God
the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him
no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.Then the Khalif summoned her to his presence a
fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah
the Merman dccclxxvii.When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the
burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and
said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while
he was in the prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously
and this is the requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird
and lighted down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..Therewithal
Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a
place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque]
and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with
them about all the city and banish them to a place other than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward
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and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and
drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before
Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden him..So he took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his
middle, entered the city and gave not over going round about its streets and markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk
whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till the day was half spent, when he resolved to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy
what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person],
though odious in his [means of getting a] living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and
what not else is in your market of meats and sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he desired and
calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the price of his wares, after the fullest fashion..The eunuch heard the smiting of the
lute within the chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising
up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a
madman, falling down and rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not
make haste and awaken the Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying
words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what
aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken
the Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.Then he caused rear him among the
nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of the astrologers and indeed his life was troubled. So he betook himself to the
top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many dwelling-places and closets and filled it with all that was needful of victual
and raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water from the mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him.
Moreover, at the first of each month he used to go to the mountain and stand at the mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had with him and draw
up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss him and play with him awhile, after which he would let him down again into the pit to his
place and return; and he used to count the days till the seven years should pass by..Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The
Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84.."There was once a man, a merchant, who was
fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in
himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest
myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought
wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for
which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his
friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited
and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.? ? ? ? ? d. The
Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;]
"This is no time for visiting, I ween.".The old man laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute."
(38) So he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not
want this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of
music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the
wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy
favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and
obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took
his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the singing..? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64) dishevelled widows
plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh
and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.'
Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with
her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled
like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he
cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy
beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face
and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat
the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of
death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and
pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming, from his back..She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one
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and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in
his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but
"daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft,
even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of
them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I
should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few
days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now
I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my
desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and
boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I
took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid
the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the
Merchant Hassan dcclvi.76 En Numan and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.? ? ? ? ? Raiment of silk and sendal, too, he brought to us for gift, And
me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains despite,.Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him];
and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the
slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her
somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the
night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls
had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she
be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she
abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health
and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment
to all who looked on her..98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.? ? ? ? ? But now
hath Allah from my heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..When Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the
thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth that is with us.' Whereupon
the king fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father and thou shalt have assurance
from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was little], with a nurse to rear me,
and one day, there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse and rent her in pieces; and God
vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he
cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it and behold, it was scarred..? ? ? ?
? How many a lover, who aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's bent!.He gave not over going
and the journey was pleasant to him, till they came to a goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle and
shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and cutting its throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir
answered him [with "Hearkening and obedience"] and going down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their fill
and drank of the water, after which they mounted again and fared on diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So
he said to him, "O my lord, I conjure thee by God the Great, wilt thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and made
answer with the following verses:.When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath
betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should
send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and
how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited;
and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the
latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart
and marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for your sake wax on me night and day..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn,
sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE
FOREHEAD..? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..KING SHAH
BEKHT AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.As for me, I stood, with my head
bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless
baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the
folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the
end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it
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reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and
that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed
I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night, but
happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him
and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said
to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my
shroud, so I may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a
draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he
answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she
said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of
the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is
desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which
distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than
this, acquaint me therewith.'".When twenty days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and
female, and rear them well. So they did this and it was found a charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier
enquired of the chickens and was told that they were become fowls. Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after
twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each
man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and after two months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each
man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got
him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal
estate required of the king and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his
subjects and returned to them all that he took from them and lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than
wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose
caution slew him.".? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby
whate'er..? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.80. The Schoolmaster who fell in Love by Report dclxv.13. The Wolf and the Fox
cxlviii.When his father saw the strength of his determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars in cash
and the like in merchandise and sent with him two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his father
went out with him, to take leave of him, and returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till he
entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the dirt
of the road and putting off his travelling clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a
thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he
shamed the branches with his shape and belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou
wouldst deem that whoso looked on him would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the
following verses:.When Jaafer saw him, his reason was like to depart for shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been deceived by the
likeness of the name; and Abdulmelik also perceived how the case stood and confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he put on a cheerful
favour and said, "No harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these dyed clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put it on and sat
discoursing cheerily with Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he, "Give us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a pint and he said, "Be
ye indulgent with us, for we have no wont of this." Then he chatted and jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint ceased from
him and his shamefastness, and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the other, "I come
(may God amend thee!) on three occasions, whereof I would have thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the amount of a
thousand thousand dirhems, (151) which I would have discharged; secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a province, whereby his
rank may be raised; and thirdly, I would fain have thee marry him to a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a match for her."
And Jaafer said, "God accomplished! unto thee these three occasions. As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as for the
government, I make thy son viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the Commander of
the Faithful, at a dowry of such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of God the Most High.".Then I took the present and a token of service
from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before him, together with the King of Hind's
letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to
me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have seen the
greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212) there is set up for him a throne on
the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks
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on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the
same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and
silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he
proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj
(214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall
die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment
(215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and
practise] truth and right for themselves.'.? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how
many a bone laid bare!.A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation
seared, And from mine eyelids still the tears poured down without relent..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but
dole thou didst anticipate!.However, after awhile, one of the women took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin stuff and cast it on me. With this
I covered my privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then said I in myself, "The husbands of these women will presently gather together on
me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the house, and young and old crowded about me, running after me and saying, "A
madman! A madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried
out and ran in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But, when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced and said to me, "What aileth thee?"
I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and had been like to kill me; and when I told them that they would have killed me,
they praised God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft of this woman and this device that she practised upon me, for
all my pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal.
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