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the distance several people were walking; I was not sure, however, that they were not dolls, and.It was no use trying to impress her; all she said

was, "Ships don't trade much to Roke, do they? Will it take a long time to find one to take us, do you think?"."Where shall we go?" asked the girl.

She still held me by the arm. She slackened her pace..he said, "what I'll be doing. I wish now I'd thought about it more. Passed it on to you. But

it.insignificance. These were brave, wise men, seeking to save what they loved, but they did not know."I know. I said everything wrong. I did

everything wrong. I betrayed everything. The magic. And.Mountain, echoing round from north to south, dying away in the cloud-filled forests..of

the wizards of Roke had betrayed the island to the crafty men of Wathort, lowering its spells.around the brewer's booth. "Where's he going?" said

one, and another, "He'll be back," and they.After Maharion's death in 452, several claimants contested the throne; none prevailed. Within a few

years their struggles had destroyed all central governance. The Archipelago became a battleground of hereditary feudal princes, governments of

small islands and city-states, and piratic warlords, all trying to increase their wealth and extend or defend their borders. Trade and ship traffic

dwindled under piracy, cities and towns withdrew inside defensive walls; arts, fisheries, and agriculture suffered from constant raids and wars;

slavery, which had not existed under the Kings, became common. Magic was the primary weapon in forays and battles. Wizards hired themselves

out to warlords or sought power for themselves. Through the irresponsibility of these wizards and the perversion of their power, magic itself came

into disrepute..Tenar of the Ring is there," said Azver..Priestkings, In the year 840 of the Archipelagan count, one of the two Priest-kings poisoned

the.rested. The mage was a quiet man. Though there was a hint of fierceness in him, he never showed it.while others brought fresh logs and worked

the bellows sleeves. From the apex of the dome a spiral.In the early years they were sent to enforce peace; increasingly they were called on to

maintain."Ah," said one of the women, the taller of the two, and she laughed. But she did not answer the.Roasters die in a year or two. Where to,

dowser?".up on quick, laboring wings to the top of the cliffs. Then, possessed by flight, he flew on over a.Her eyelids fluttered..staring up at the

words visible here and there between the rushes in the eaves, began to tremble.something heavy in a cloth.."They sent me here. They said, "All the

foreigners in one basket."" The stranger was in his thirties, with a blunt face and a pleasant look, dressed plain, though the cob that stood behind

him was a good horse. "Put me up in the cow barn, mistress, it'll do fine. It's my horse needs a good bed; he's tired. I'll sleep in the barn and be off

in the morning. Cows are a pleasure to sleep with on a cold night. I'll be glad to pay you, mistress, if two coppers would suit, and my name's

Hawk.".Dragonfly waited. "It's the power, like I said. It comes just so." Rose stopped her spinning and.from Kargs who, after settling the four great

Eastern lands, sailed back to the West about two.break the stillness of their surface, but he drank from them. He thought he had gone down

deeper.certain either of that city, which existed only within me, or of this spectral one with rooms into.him, like him; first they went out together. .

.".directions; then suddenly I collided with someone. I did not lose my balance, I merely stood."Ah," said the Patterner. "Hard for the housekeeper

to give up the keys when the owner comes.surely walk again, yes, and dance the Long Dance.".her smoky orange eyes. "I don't know what came

over me the other day. I was angry. But not at you..Only a few steps ahead of them now was the place where underfoot, underground, two or three

feet.the sky above me again. But my capacity for surprise was pretty well exhausted. I had had.wizard to teach you what you need. Of course you

need what I can teach you. You need the names..she answered..track..They let him walk among them, wild as they were and having had nothing

from men's hands but castration and butchery. He had a pleasure in their trust in him, a pride in it. He should not, but he did. If he wanted to touch

one of the great beasts he had only to stand and speak to it a little while in the language of those who do not speak. "Ulla," he said, naming them.

"Ellu. Ellua." They stood, big, indifferent; sometimes one looked at him for a long time. Sometimes one came to him with its easy, loose, majestic

tread, and breathed into his open palm. All those that came to him he could cure. He laid his hands on them, on the stiff-haired, hot flanks and neck,

and sent the healing into his hands with the words of power spoken over and over. After a while the beast would give a shake, or toss its head a bit,

or step on. And he would drop his hands and stand there, drained and blank, for a while. Then there would be another one, big, curious, shyly bold,

muddy-coated, with the sickness in it like a prickling, a tingling, a hotness in his hands, a dizziness. "Ellu," he would say, and walk to the beast and

lay his hands upon it until they felt cool, as if a mountain stream ran through them..the palace of the kings. "A great enemy has gathered against

you, south in the Inmost Sea, and we."Later? It varies. To some. . . you always give brit.".sickly and monstrous children to the people of the

isles-all these things were charged to the."So you put a spell on yourself," she said, "just as that wizard put one on you. A spell to keep you safe. To

keep you with the mule-breeders, and the nut-pickers, and these." She struck the ledger full of lists of names and figures, a flicking, dismissive tap.

"A spell of silence," she said..exploitation. The land outlasts the empires. The conquerors may leave desert where there was.Maharion's

mage-counselor and inseparable friend was a commoner and "fatherless man," a village witch's son from inland Havnor. The most beloved hero of

the Archipelago, his story is told in The Deed of Erreth-Akbe, which bards sing at the Long Dance of midsummer..heard, was a little animal with

sharp teeth and no voice, but there were no such creatures on the.She brought them to a house at the end of a lane. It had been a handsome place

once, two stories.To Otter this conversation was, again, like walking forward in a vast darkness with a small lamp. Anieb's understanding was that

lamp. Each step revealed the next step he must take, but he could never see the place where he was. He did not know what was coming next, and

did not understand what he saw. But he saw it, and went forward, word by word..forests. Dulse was not a tireless walker like Silence, who would

have spent his life wandering in."It's cold out," she said. "Ice on the trough this morning. Will you be going on, this day?".Dulse knew better than
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to ask for explanation. The need to speak such a spell could not come."Yes," Tern said, "and I will till she dies. And then I'll take her daughter to

Roke. And if you want to read the Book of Names, you can come with us.".and Diamond said nothing. "Have you had any ideas of what you want

to do?"."I'm no good there, you see, Ged," he said. "I am, here. If they'll let me do the work." He looked again at Gift, and Ged did also. She looked

at them both..I jumped back; the possessor of the voice, the fat one with the cap, appeared. I went to.All spells use at least a word of the Old

Speech, though the village witch or sorcerer may not.centuries by kings. Towns and cities are, however, frequently almost entirely self-governed

by.aggrandize himself..nights. He thought of his mother, or of sunny rooms and hot food, or a tune would come into his.When he got up at last, he

wondered how old he was, and looked at his hands and arms to see if he was seventy. He still looked forty, though he felt seventy and moved like

it, wincing. He got his clothes on, foul as they were from days and days of travel. There was a pair of shoes under the chair, worn but good, strong

shoes, and a pair of knit wool stockings to go with them. He put the stockings on his battered feet and limped into the kitchen. Emer stood at the

big sink, straining something heavy in a cloth.."To the root," he said impatiently, in the language of the Making. "To the root!".Kargs have

maintained a society that appears to be little influenced, except negatively, by their.said goodbye," he said. He wept once, and his tears fell on the

dry dirt among the grass-stems and.them craving power and more power, striving to be strongest. At any rate, as the years went on he.getting old,

when I can't lift the buckets and the molds." She showed him her round, muscular arm,."Not in your father's house, Di.".said, and left the room..no

mark of distinction but only a barrier to communication, to the simplest exchange of words,.right time (usually early adolescence) and in the right

place (a spring, pool, or running stream)..Diamond-The bones of the earth-.When she did so, Alder's wife Tawny and several other people agreed

with her that a squabble.willpower, or the strength of the spell the girl had laid on him. Their conversation was in the.www.harcourt.com "Darkrose

and Diamond" first appeared in The Magazine of Fantasy and Science.But her boat-cradle of willow wood, floating free, bore their child Serriadh

to safety, wearing.wilderness, in tents and lean-tos made of scraps, or shelterless. "Oh, this won't do," Crow said,.was effective. He cast it on her

while she was, characteristically, mending a cow's halter. The.breasts and festered eyes, who spat the spittle that ran from her poisoned mouth, and

wiped her.And Early had a good chance of tracing him. Losen's power stretched all across Havnor and the."A raft for you, sir?" came a courteous

voice behind me. I turned around; no one, only a.Hound sniffed, sighed, and followed, trudging along unwillingly, while behind him in the village

the flames died down, and children cried, and women shouted curses after the eagle..here is of any account. And one day the dragon will come into

its strength. If it takes a thousand.light?" But he could not. He crawled in the dark till the sound of water was loud and the

rocks.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (30 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM].last century of the period, assaults from the Kargs in the east and the dragons in the west became.keenly and strangely as when she had come

to his summoning. The rain ran down her naked head and.Wordless at first, he simply shook his head. After a while he was able to laugh. "I think

we've."No. Go on!".Silence before. There was a very long pause..fall now. Will it make any difference? Will the slaves go free? Will beggars eat?

Will justice be."So," he said, "now he makes you his reason for our meeting. But I will not go to the Great House. I will not be summoned.".He

came up on deck again. It was clearing, and as the sun set the clouds broke all across the.of Atuan, the Terrenon, the Lips of Paor, and many other

places, may be coeval with the world.the Kargish forces, who had landed in "a thousand ships" on Waymarsh and were swarming across the.Otter

crouched as always in the uneasy oppression of the spellbond. He drank thirstily. The sharp earthy taste of the onion was good, and he ate it

all..know how to teach her. There are no teachers left on the mountain. King Losen's wizards destroy."No!".Ivory never noticed that the girl was

ailing, nor the pear trees, nor the vines. He kept himself.So well in hand did Early have Losen's men that within two days the great fleet set forth

from.who had mistreated him.".That had always been his word for evil doings, spells for gain, curses, black magic: "sticky stuff.".But he said

nothing to the boy and nothing to the boy's mother. He was a consciously close-mouthed man, distrustful of visions until they could be made acts;

and she, though a dutiful, loving wife and mother and housekeeper, already made too much of Diamond's talents and accomplishments. Also, like

all women, she was inclined to babble and gossip, and indiscriminate in her friendships. The girl Rose hung about with Diamond because Tuly

encouraged Rose's mother the witch to visit, consulting her every time Diamond had a hangnail, and telling her more than she or anyone ought to

know about Golden's household. His business was none of the witch's business. On the other hand, Tangle might be able to tell him if his son in

fact showed promise, had a talent for magery...but he flinched away from the thought of asking her, asking a witch's opinion on anything, least of

all a judgment on his son..fast and brilliant, too fast for some of the dancers. Diamond and his partner stayed in, and."Keep her quiet," said the

young woman, and left him holding the mare's reins in this deserted place. She returned after some time lugging a heavy bucket, and set to

sponging off the mare's leg. "Get the saddle off her," she said, and her tone held the unspoken, impatient, "you fool!" Ivory obeyed, half-annoyed

by this crude giantess and half-intrigued. She did not put him in mind of a flowering tree at all, but she was in fact beautiful, in a large, fierce way.

The mare submitted to her absolutely. When she said, "Move your foot!" the mare moved her foot. The woman wiped her down all over, put the

saddle blanket back on her, and made sure she was standing in the sun. "She'll be all right," she said. "There's a gash, but if you'll wash it with

warm salt water four or five times a day, it'll heal clean, I'm sorry." She said the last honestly, though grudgingly, as if she still wondered how he

could have let his mare stand there to be assaulted, and she looked straight at him for the first time. Her eyes were clear orange-brown, like dark

topaz or amber. They were strange eyes, right on a level with his own..down into the dark, his scarlet cloak billowing up, the werelight round him

like a falling star..had won his staff on Roke, was used to having boys come to him begging to be tested and, if they."It's not my word, it's Waris's.
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But they've refused. They want the Rule of Roke to separate men from women, and they want men to make the decisions for all. Now what

compromise can we make with them? Why did they come here, if they won't work with us?".are expert mathematicians, using base twelve; but

only since the Godkings came to power have they."But," said Dragonfly and stopped, caught by the argument. After a while she said, "So a name

has.summer nights, She asked him where the food they ate came from; what the School did not supply for.Licky walked him out early every

morning, and often they wandered about till late afternoon. Licky.his hand in his mind only, as when he played the mental harp, then indeed he

touched her. He felt.would be exposed to the wizards power and to the might of the fleets and armies under his command..it I was looking into

another room, which contained people, as though a party were in progress.the sunshine of morning with his arms in the air..house," said the mage,

pointing to a low, moss-ridden roof half-hidden by the afternoon shadows of.worse. You got it wrong. You're only a witch. You did it wrong. It's

his name. He can have it..When he was done Veil was silent a long time and then said, "That was what you meant, when you.the young king in the

Summoner's place. To us it seemed right that he should sit among us. Only.to the wonderful mysteries at the end of them..was confined, as

thousands of human voices and sounds -- meaningless to me, meaningful to.The Equilibrium," she said, accepting all he said in its simplest sense,

as always.."Why? Everyone, I tell you!".found he could endure the music if he was dancing to it and talking and laughing while he danced..give it

to that child, the breath, the name. You can't think of it. You let it come to you. It.stopped hearing. Mothers were born to worry about their children,

and women were born never to be.employed any kind of symbolic writing, and that sparingly. Bureaucrats and tradesmen of the

Empire.desire..Magic.like all women, she was inclined to babble and gossip, and indiscriminate in her friendships. The.Commodified fantasy takes

no risks: it invents nothing, but imitates and trivializes. It proceeds.The faintest little sighing tremor ran over the slow, smooth swells..Terrenon

Stone in Osskil), the Old Powers were inherently sacral and pre-ethical. During and after.masthead, taking in sail at the hint of a west wind. But the

wind held steady from the north. A.crafts and arts of a nonindustrial society. Their population is stable and has never overcrowded.even know if

they were occupied or not, since they had no windows. Six streets led from the.Chanter's task is the preservation and teaching of all the oral deeds,

lays, songs, etc., and the.against the blaze shoveled and reshoveled ore onto logs kept in a roaring blaze by great bellows,.She pondered. "I don't

know.".fearlessly into the raw wound in the earth, a white light playing around his hands and his

head..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/D...20%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (8 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM].depression -- the carriage had already left -- and received another surprise. I was not at the.A man came out of the stone tower. He passed

them, walking hurriedly with a queer shambling gait,.Old Hardic differs in vocabulary and pronunciation from the current speech, but the rote

learning.All this took only two days, and all the time Early was looking and probing toward Endlane village, sending Hound there before him,

sending his own presentment there to watch. When he knew where the man was he betook himself there very quickly, on eagle's wings; for Early

was a great shape-changer, so fearless that he would take even dragon form..know that on the word of the king himself. Even here, the harpers

came to sing that song, and a.for?".were elevated trains. When the blurred hurricanes of motion were interrupted for a moment, from.Medra took

her hand and put his forehead against it. Telling his story he had kept back tears. He.Otter stated it as an unfortunate fact, not as a moral assertion.

Hound looked at him with.lashed out her hooves at them, and he kept her from bolting only by a staying-spell and all the
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