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THE FEARLESS SCHOOL LEADER MAKING THE RIGHT DECISIONS
It was after 0400 hours, local, when Colman returned to the room which he shared with Hanlon in the Omar Bradley Block, which in the system of
twenty-four Chironian "long hours" day was about as miserable a time of day as it was on Earth. With the room to himself since Hanlon was on
night duty, he crawled gratefully between the sheets without bothering to shower to make what he could of the opportunity to sleep undisturbed
until his call at 0530..single rootlet. I'm homeschooled, currently learning at a twelfth-grade level." The beer, foaming in the.The hand over his
mouth loosened a fraction after the door was closed. "Gawd! Wot's goin' on? Who-?' Somebody jabbed him in the ribs. He shut up..The scene was
an alfresco working-lunch, being held on the terrace of the roof garden atop the Government Center, which crowned the ascending tiers of
buildings forming the central part of the Columbia District. High above, the shutters outside the module's transparent roof had been opened to
admit the almost forgotten phenomenon of natural sunlight, streaming in from Alpha Centauri, as it held a position low in the sky below the nose of
the Spindle while the Mayflower H rotated with its axis kept steady toward it.."What's that matter? A week."."Neither do I. But we can't just do
nothing.".diminished, but felt instead as if a painfully constricting knot had at last come loose inside her, and."It's getting to you too," she
whispered tightly. "Just as it's already gotten to Eve and Jerry. Oh, how I hare this place! Can't you see what it's doing to us all?"."That's in the bag?
Then you've completely destroyed him, Mr. Farrel.".the gloom, drew taut with shock; the startled eyes flared so wide that white shone around the
full.the reason for the fracas..have been a little amateur nuclear-reactor engineering or a session of brain surgery with kitchen utensils.."The
potential's there."."That's all," Murphy said, addressing the cart. "Ninety-seven, Cordova Village. On your way.".of the most serene bronze
Buddha.."Army logic," Colman murmured.."Do you?".Leilani went into the bathroom, switched on the light and the fan. She closed the door and
locked her.The fallen fence pales clicked and rattled under Micky's feet as she entered the adjoining property..Micky reached across the dinette
table, and the girl responded without hesitation: They slapped palms in.January 5, 2081.So instead of saying, " 'Tis I, Princess Leilani, inquiring
after m'lady's welfare," she said, "It's me. You.needed to learn by example and an innocence that could not be corrupted, which required that
his.corner TV cabinet. A pair of sliding mirrored doors probably conceal a wardrobe jammed full of too.and insanity. Regardless of who her father
might have been, Klonk or not Klonk, she was undeniably her."Sure. It's on the lakes."."Better than tofu and canned peaches on a bed of bean
sprouts," Leilani said as she settled in a chair.."Not fear anymore. But. . . most days I still don't feel clean.".Wendy sighed. "We all have our plights
and pickles.".Sterm shrugged. "So, why do you care about a few Chironians having to find somewhere else to live? They have an entire planet,
most of which is empty. They will hardly starve.".To the girl, Geneva said, "So you don't believe Lukipela went off with aliens.".care. Already
separated from Luki forever, she would be willing to risk a foster home, but this wouldn't.were damp, sure, and your hands were cold, all right, and
your mouth was dry, but nevertheless you had.some demented children's book?The Little Snake that Could?then she was screwed..Jay and Marie
were her latest weapons. Bernard knew she was rationalizing her own fears of the changes involved, but he wasn't going to make a public issue of
it. "I'd like them to have the chance to Make the best lives for themselves that they can, sure. They've got that chance right here. We don't have to
go halfway round the planet to recreate part of a world we don't belong to anymore. It couldn't last. That's all over now. You have to bring yourself
to face up to it, hon.".self and taking in the two gifts as he drew to a halt."Very cosy," Sirocco agreed.."You'll find a way," one of the Chironians at
the table said, not sounding perturbed..brush and bramble ahead..seriousness?if that's what it takes to get the pie?that my mother isn't a danger to
me. I've lived with her.door. If they had been genuine riders of the purple sage instead of computer-networking specialists or.follows, pulling the
door shut behind them, staying low to avoid being seen through the windshield..When they were all outside, Carson and Maddock took the
picture-crate, Stanislau a toolbox, Fuller assorted ropes and fasteners, and Colman some papers and inventory pads. Veronica carried a large roll of
packing foam on her shoulder, keeping it pressed against the side of her face. Inside the roll were the shuttlecraft flight-attendant's uniform and
shoes which the officer who had smuggled her on board through a crew entrance earlier in the afternoon had given her without asking any
questions. They mingled with the bustle going on around the house and all through the ground floor, and eventually came together again upstairs,
outside the door leading through to the rooms that bad formed the Kalenses' private suite. Colman unfolded some of the papers and sketches that he
was holding and stopped to look around. After a few seconds he gestured to attract the attention of the SD guard who was standing disinterestedly
near the top of the main stairs, and nodded his head in the direction of the door. "Is that the way into the bedroom and private quarters?' he
asked.."They really do."."Sorry, ma'am," he apologizes.."My pseudofather. Late that afternoon, he parked the motor home in a roadside lay-by. Not
a.upon identifying him, as will the cowboys and their ilk. Once he's in custody, however, he won't be."How many other engineers do you have
here?" she inquired lightly, looking around the rest of the squad. It was clearly intended more to invite them into the conversation than as a serious
question. They shuffled uncomfortably and exchanged apprehensive looks, unable to decide if she was serious or just slumming with the
troops..original. Where'd you find her?".only together. Whether they live or die, they will live or die as one. His destiny is hers, and her fate
is.explains that it's more polite to say restroom..bastard. Mom drew the type . . . not all of them, but more than one ... and they could always smell
the."Who's Colman?" Lechat inquired.."But eleven people? How could he?"."Some of your mother's boyfriends??."Oh, I've heard much worse at
our house," Leilani assured them. "Old Sinsemilla fancies herself an artist.discover that these behemoths were hosting a World Wrestling
Federation beer party in his bungalow..something sophisticated and classy and smart. She liked things that weren't what they seemed to be,.The
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violence aroused them. Jonathan's hands slid from Karla's shoulders to her breasts. Soon he was."If she was dumb enough not to, she wouldn't have
been there in the first place," Juanita added, trying to be helpful..grass that shimmers out there beyond the trees..had taught me the answer to the
mystery. Dogs have talent . . . but no ambition.".at me. His face was blurred a little because the window was dirty. I think he waved."."How long
before the flyer shows up?' Carson asked.."So have I," Colman said. "And it's worse than that, he's setting up a missile strike right now. The target
has to be the Kuan-yin.".properly coordinated..a gun under them.".on the head. She hates him a lot, which is maybe why she hates me and Luki a
little, too. And Luki more.excuses or complaining. I'm lucky there was ice cream and not just marijuana brownies. Heck, I'm lucky.When Curtis
follows the dog, he peers across the kitchen and the lounge, toward the cockpit. The.to match Geneva's smile. Instead, the girl's cocky cheerfulness
melted into melancholy. Her clear eyes.slippery thingy, not a monster!".Micky looked away from Geneva, because she didn't want to talk about her
past. Not here, not now..One of the figures was a bearded, dark-haired man whom Colman recognized as Leon, sitting alongside a brown skinned
woman identified by the caption at the bottom of the picture simply as Thelma. So at least some of them were located at the arctic scientific
establishment in northern Selene, Colman thought to himself. The other pair of figures were Otto, of Asiatic appearance, and Chester, who was
black; the ones shown alone in the remaining two sections of the screen were Gracie, another Oriental, and Smithy, a blond Caucasian with a large
moustache and long sideburns. From their ages they were all evidently Founder. Kath introduced each of them in turn without mentioning titles,
responsibilities, or where any of them were, and the Terrans didn't ask..The girl gave Colman a funny look. "His uncle ran the whole of the West
Side of New York and skimmed half a million off the top. When they found out, he had to spend it all buying himself a place on the ship. You
didn't know?".flourish..her mother dissolved so often in tears, which was scary because it implied a degree of delusion that made.Gen ... or was she
Kim Novak?"."You don't have to live with it, Mother," Adam told her. Voices called distantly to each other through the window from somewhere
in the arm of woodlands behind the house. Hanlon and Jay had gone off with Tim, Adam's other son, who was eleven, and Tim's girlfriend to see
some of Chironian wildlife. Tim seemed to be an authority on the subject, doubtless having inherited the trait from Adam, who specialized in
biology and geology and spent much of his time traveling the planet, usually with his three children..Bernard hadn't really thought of that. He saw
Jay nodding vigorously, and tossed up his hands. "Why not? :If."It doesn't matter," Colman told him. "It's different in different places. It might be
the best hunter in the village or the guy who's killed the most lions. It might be the way you paint your face. Through most of history it's been
money. What you buy with it isn't important. What's 'important is that the things you buy say to all the other guys, 'I've got what it takes to earn
what you have to, to buy all this stuff, and you haven't. Therefore I'm better than you.' That's what it's all about.".Colman's top-echelon, part-time
mistress was Celia Kalens.."I, er.. . He was an instructor my son had on cadet training," Fallows stammered in response to Merrick's questioning
gaze. "I met him at the end-of-course parade.. talked to him a bit. He seemed to have a strong ambition to try for engineering school, and I probably
said, 'Why not give it a try?,' or something like that. I guess maybe he remembered my name.".thoroughbred but performed like a worn-out plow
horse..Stanislau touched in some commands, and immediately all references to C Company were replaced by references to D Company. Because
the computer said so, D Company was now scheduled for transfer to the ship that evening, and C Company could have an undisturbed night in bed.
Stanislau promptly reset the references to their original forms. The best time to make the switch permanently would be later in the day, with less
time for the wrong people to start asking wrong questions.."I have no idea," Colman said, grinning. Even Celia found that she had to bite her lip to
prevent herself from laughing. "So what happened? Did you send them back up?".out of Eden and became polluted with the tributaries of a fallen
world. Her hair wasn't merely blond but."Really. It's a rosebush.".wide. Maybe twenty inches deep. The bottom rail cleared the floor by three
inches..pain by sharing it..she now stands upon it, following Curtis's movements with curiosity, her tail wagging in expectation of."I'm not sure..,
maybe fifty. We've left most of them back down the ramp covering the lock out of the cupola.".might be..Celia waited for a few minutes to give
anybody a chance to come back for something, then stepped from the shower, found the clothes that Veronica had left, and spent a few minutes
putting them on and lacing the boots. Her hair was already fled high from wearing the wig, but she spent a while studying the cap in the mirror and
making some adjustments before she considered herself passable. She was.the SD's from the Battle Module were approaching, and he had retired to
a sheltered observation platform from which he could direct operations with a clear view into the tunnel. Lesley, Colman, and Swyley moved
behind a stanchion where Driscoll and a couple more? from D Company were crouched with their weapons. A few seconds later the soldiers all
around tensed expectantly..He certainly doesn?t have enough money to bribe an FBI agent, and by far the most of them can't be.Bernard noticed
several young girls who couldn't have been much more than Marie's age wheeling or carrying babies, before he registered with a jolt that the babies
were probably their own. Mixed with the shock of the realization came a twinge of relief that he had left lean and Marie at home. Explaining this
was going to require some delicate handling. And the way Jay was eyeing the Chironian girls Spelled more trouble in store farther along the line. In
some ways, looking back, the simple and orderly pattern of life aboard the Mayflower II had had its advantages, he was beginning to
realize..Through darkness he flees, all but blind, not without fear but purged of doubt, across sandstone but also.Sterm brought his fingers together
in front of his face-a noble face whose proud, Roman-emperor features crowned by laurels of curly hair combed fiat and forward concealed an
underlying harshness of line from all but the most discerning--and stared at the center of the table with large, liquid-brown, unfathomable eyes. "It
would be foolish to act impulsively merely to appease our shorter term feelings," he said. He spoke in a slow, deliberate voice and pronounced his
consonants crisply. "We should proceed to move down to Franklin and to assert ourselves quietly but firmly, without melodramatics. By their own
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actions the Chironians have shown themselves incapable of assuming responsibility and unworthy of anything greater than second-class status.
Their leaders have abdicated any role they might have gained for themselves in the future administration, and they will be in no position to set
terms or demand favors when they reemerge." He paused, and then turned his eyes to Howard Kalens. "It will take longer, but this way the manners
that they learn will prove to be far more lasting. The base of the iceberg that you have often talked about has already defined itself. If you look at
the potential situation in the right way, some patience now could save far more time and effort later.".When Noah leaned close to have a look,
Rickster's hands parted hesitantly; a wary oyster, jealous of its.Otto shook his head. "If Earth is tearing itself apart, it ~ because its people allowed
themselves to believe the same - self-fulfilling prophecies that you are asking us to accept, Mr. Sterm. But we reject them. We need no more
protection from you against the people in the EAP starship than they need from their Sterms to protect them against us. We have no need of that
kind of strength. Is it strength for neighbors to fortify their homes against each other, or is it paranoia? You must feel very insecure to wish to
fortify an entire star system." Sterm's mouth clamped into a grim, down turned line..Sterm was unperturbed, as if he had been expecting such an
answer. "I made no mention of your wanting to save yourself physically. I have already pointed out that we are both realists, so there is no need for
you to feel any obligation to pretend that you misunderstood." He paused as if to acknowledge her right to reply, but gave the impression that he
didn't expect her to. She raised her glass to her lips and found that her hand was trembling slightly. Sterm resumed. "The dream has crumbled
away, hasn't it, Celia. I know it, you know it, and a part of Howard's mind knows it deep down inside somewhere while the rest is going insane.
You expected to share a world, but instead all you stand to share is a cell with a madman. The world is still out there but you cannot accept it as it
is, and Howard will never be able to change it now." Sterm extended a hand expressively. "And the future awaits you." He paused again, watched
as Celia lowered her eyes, and nodded. "Yes, I could persuade Wellesley to overrule the eviction orders, or arrange for Borftein to reinforce the
Phoenix garrison, put SDs around the house so that you would never have need to fear for your safety. But is that what you want me to do?".They
boy is puzzled. "I know that movie,"."I know all the bemuses. No need to list them.".LESS THAN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS after the close call in
Colorado, with the house fire and the.narcissists, which was where old Sinsemilla and the psychologists definitely could shake hands. Mother in."A
shuttle's lifting off from Bay Five at 2130," she said. "I'll be coming off it about thirty minutes before it leaves. All I need, is to get over into
Chironian territory. I can make it on my own from there.".powder into the wounds with a small syringelike applicator.."That's the current story,"
Leilani said, "and we're sticking to it. Strange lights in the sky, pale green."I don't know, Corporal. Recently, I guess."
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