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Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage communicating with his mistress's house.
When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he went out to go to the trooper's house, but
turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of thee.' So the dolt of a fuller went out and
made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat down beside her lover. Presently, the
fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the case. (230) Then doubt betided him and
he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and donning her wonted clothes, sat
[waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with them?' Quoth he, 'I did this, but I
misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her, and there is nought to distinguish
between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).When the king heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to
spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair whereof he was not assured; so he comforted him and bade him withdraw to his lodging..? ? ? ? ? h.
The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.Then the Khalif went in to the Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him,
"How cometh it that I see the Commander of the Faithful changed of colour?" "O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful
slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole heart; but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she loveth her
[former] master; wherefore I have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to my sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly take a
span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look on her and hear
her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er
Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..? ?
? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his
Vizier, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? No sin is there in drinking of wine, for it affords All that's foretold (117) of union and love and happy cheer..A thief of the
thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now
on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him
not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising
it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct
you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and
harmed him not..Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him, "May
the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of weal
and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I done to
injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on the
door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy predicament."
And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling one of his
mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in these words,
to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH
AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".The Fifth Night of the Month.42. The Loves of
Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.Then her case changed and her colour paled; and when Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight,
she repaired to her mother and told her that the lady Mariyeh refused meat and drink. "Since when hath this befallen her?" asked the queen, and
Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;" whereat the queen was confounded and betaking herself to her daughter, that she might enquire into her
case, found her as one dead. So she sat down at her head and Mariyeh opened her eyes and seeing her mother sitting by her, sat up for
shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her of her case and she said, "I entered the bath and it stupefied me and weakened me and left an
exceeding pain in my head; but I trust in God the Most High that it will cease.".An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..62.
Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl dcli.? ? ? ? ? The flames of long desire wax on me day by day And far away are pitched the tent-poles of
my fair..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.?THE SECOND OFFICER'S STORY..Presently, the princess
turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh brought what she desired and
they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed and the day came. Then said El Abbas, "Indeed, the day is
come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in marriage for me, in accordance with the Book of God the Most
High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into transgression?" And Mariyeh answered, saying,
"By Allah, it is well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought befell between them; and when the day lightened, she
improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? All wasted is my body and bowels tortured sore; Love's fire on me still waxeth, mine eyes
with tears still rain..The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven
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hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings
stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And
the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy
leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and
when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose,
shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the
dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will
hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him."."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the
enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me!
Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes"
... [And he recited the following:].Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight
and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart,
it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care And blame a little thing to brook that unto it pertain..Then he folded the
letter and committed it to the nurse and gave her five hundred dinars, saying, "Accept this from me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself
between us." "By Allah, O my lord," answered she, "my desire is to bring about union between you, though I lose that which my right hand
possesseth." And he said, "May God the Most High requite thee with good!" Then she carried the letter to Mariyeh and said to her, "Take this
letter; belike it may be the end of the correspondence." So she took it and breaking it open, read it, and when she had made an end of it, she turned
to the nurse and said to her, "This fellow putteth off lies upon me and avoucheth unto me that he hath cities and horsemen and footmen at his
command and submitting to his allegiance; and he seeketh of me that which he shall not obtain; for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings' sons have
sought me in marriage, with presents and rarities; but I have paid no heed unto aught of this; so how shall I accept of this fellow, who is the fool
(90) of his time and possesseth nought but two caskets of rubies, which he gave to my father, and indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of
El Ghitrif and abideth without silver or gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee by Allah, O nurse, return to him and cut off his hope of me.".[One day], as
the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his head,
fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he
answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we
shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the
Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at
that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..110. King Shah
Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.On the morrow, he betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and
questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May God requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast
directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till he came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at
midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came
forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he repented of having taught him [how he should do] and
misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to
her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.'
Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195)
and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept
also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the
market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they
had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in
our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in
Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first]
house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in,
enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had
just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..The old woman returned to the man and told him what the damsel said; and he lusted after
her, by reason of her beauty and her repentance; so he took her to wife, and when he went in to her, he loved her and she also loved him. On this
wise they abode a great while, till one day he questioned her of the cause of a mark (13) he espied on her body, and she said, 'I know nought thereof
save that my mother told me a marvellous thing concerning it.' 'What was that?' asked he, and she answered, 'She avouched that she gave birth to
me one night of the nights of the winter and despatched a hired man, who was with us, in quest of fire for her. He was absent a little while and
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presently returning, took me and slit my belly and fled. When my mother saw this, affliction overcame her and compassion possessed her; so she
sewed up my belly and tended me till, by the ordinance of God (to whom belong might and majesty), the wound healed up.".43. Ibn es Semmak
and Er Reshid dlxviii.God, Of Trust in, i. 114..? ? ? ? ? My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God the Lord
Most High..Then he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the
youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than
thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other with his case and condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house
conjured the young merchant to return with him and summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they
praised the master of the house and glorified him; and their friendship was complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God
vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier,
"O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee
to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The
Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian.
(174).Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? Between mine eyes and wake ye
have your dwelling-place, and thus My tears flow on unceasingly, my sighs know no relent..? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye
but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to
Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend];
so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She
acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she,
'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved
for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT
EL MILAH. (1).So she gave him all that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred
dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the
morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none
other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls
with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to
thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a
good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason
of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this
bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy
love that languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.45. The Man who stole the Dog's
Dish of Gold cccxl.? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but
obey..Fourth Officer's Story, The, ii. 142..? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained
litters dight..? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;.100. The Lovers of the Benou
Tai ccccx.Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother
ci.Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..Then said El Aziz to the King of Baghdad, "I would fain speak a word to thee; but do thou not
exclude from us those who are present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is ours shall be thine and that which is incumbent on thee shall be
incumbent on us, (121) and we will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say what thou wilt, O King,
for indeed thou excellest in speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest" So El Aziz said to him," I desire that thou give thy daughter
Mariyeh in marriage to my son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is gifted of beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and
how he beareth himself in the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the stead of smiting and thrusting." "By Allah, O king," answered
Ins ben Cais, "of my love for Mariyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be in her own hand; wherefore, whomsoever she chooseth of the folk, I will
marry her to him.".55. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream cccli.Now the man who had stolen the clothes and forged a lie
against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a sore sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him to visit the
holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they fared on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for whom she
had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided him. So
they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came to her
city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of the king's daughter..Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit,
whilst it's here, ii. 234.."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is
great, in so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no
fault in me, and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness
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of him whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with
King Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the
Afrits and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain,
the abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself,
O Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a
queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast
drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done us service,
and thou knowest that she is presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that
wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so
peace be on thee!"'.Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving
him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy
father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send
a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this
haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of
the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and
assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he
advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..Then I sang and the captain said, "It is
good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of the world!" But his
comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not going forth." And I said, "I
am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He shook his head and drank,
then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of merry-making and drunkenness
and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth, unveiled and knowing not
whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I, "Hast thou a mind to
quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us
with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.Three
men once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their
shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us
what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to
play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon
him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over
against them..? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could
bind..It chanced one day that one of the horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him
spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his
coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered
the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We met the king's son Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such
a water and gave him spending-money and sent him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle
Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that had passed between them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the
cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,' answered the other, 'though thou come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly,
that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier,
'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the land of the Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..Thy
letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and
bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but he
granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my own country
and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over a certain
tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and daggers and
bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying those who made
head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a low price. A rich
man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was comforted and I
was somewhat restored..Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him,
"Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the
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delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my
house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of
the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she,
"God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are
lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in
my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving,
clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath
driven me to despair..? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for
doubt on fire?.Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..Fuller and his Wife, The, i. 261.."There was once a
man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he
knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in
my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with
one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became
at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower
and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while
have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a
profit.'.? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..The Khalif laughed at his speech and said,
"By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord,
that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the other
I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with
the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and good cheer,
till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom I
had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I found no avail in
one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case.
Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and
chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain any, except one
night, after which I would never again salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I
will never again foregather with thee, after this night.".One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere, ii. 252..I went out one night to the house of one
of my friends and when it was the middle of the night, I sallied forth alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I espied a sort of thieves and
they saw me, whereupon my spittle dried up; but I feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken."
And I went up to the walls right and left and made as if I saw not the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house and knocked at the door,
when they went away..? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the Birds clii.Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i.
247..? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive air..It is told of Jaafer ben
Yehya the Barmecide that he sat down one day to drink and being minded to be private (with his friends), sent for his boon-companions, in whom
he delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the creatures of God the Most High to enter, save a man of his
boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with them. Then they donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it was
their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat down to drink, and the cups went round
and the lutes pulsed..Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and to-night until the
morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in
her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods straight fresh and sweet would grow..? ? ? ? ?
And dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble breed, yet found no favour in my eyne!".[So he fared on towards
them] and when he drew near unto them, he knew them and they knew him; whereupon they lighted down from their horses and saluting him, gave
him joy of his safety and the folk flocked to him. When he came to his father, they embraced and greeted each other a long time, whilst neither of
them availed unto speech, for the greatness of that which betided them of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade the folk mount; so they mounted and
his mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad on the most magnificent wise and in the highest worship and glory..Presently, up came a
woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,'
answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this;
wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not
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urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor
a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he
gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..When the king heard this, he said in himself "How
like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan
depart to his own house..It befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of
the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also
invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends,
who were concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent
of them in generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that
he had left with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the
merchant said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and
thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also]
disputed together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed
between them..When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding
nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to
the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw
a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they
talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of
what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my friend.'.So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a
good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which
she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from
within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and
sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the
name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it
neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul
smell in it..As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry him
with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and
valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made
ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers
drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of
numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the
moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with
these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father
King Azadbekht.When the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and I
will buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us]
and thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's
speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be,
and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I
would fain have had thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".I was once an officer in the household of the Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh El
Mujhidi, who was invested with the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and he concealed from me
nought of that which he purposed to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported to him that the
daughter of such an one had wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private with her, and they
passed the day eating and drinking in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this story, but one night he
summoned the watchmen of the quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the street in question one
night; but know not for certain to whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what place he entereth." So
the watchman went out and kept his eye on the Jew..?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S
COMMANDMENT..? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank high..Now, when the draper saw the turban-cloth,
he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that which was obligatory on him of the dowry and what not else, (56)
for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man and carried him to the draper's house. The wife opened
the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go, fetch that which thou wouldst have fine-drawn and give it
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to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her and did his occasion of her and went forth. Then said the
old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding love and was like to lose his life for longing after thee. So I
practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not thy husband's, but my son's. Now have I accomplished my
desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee right with him, and thou wilt be obedient to me and to him
and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do so.".46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.To return to
El Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and
a gown of green damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went
out a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess
before him; so he stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?"
And he answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he,
"O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and
laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw
the gold in El Abbas his possession..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums
beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days'
journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on
night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the
couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of
Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had
ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode
with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards
appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..To
return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet
there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her
brother's absence; and she recited the following verses:.?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? wa. The Hawk and the
Locust dccccxvi.There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the
merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they
grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in
the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl
Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them
slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and
bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and
they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..Then said she
to him, "O my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted
him with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia."
"O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his
company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the city, making
proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth
on them their lives!' and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon
Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of the Faithful? It
was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them and who sent
thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who
would make me out a dotard.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii.
195..And the king bade him depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.?THE NINTH OFFICER'S
STORY..? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray..? ? ? ? ?
My favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes,
washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a
black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the
slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?
Quoth he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not stay.".The Sixteenth Night
of the Month..Presently, she heard a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the
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bigness of an elephant's head and bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon
the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I take refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her
and said to her, 'Peace be upon thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and her time! May God still continue thee on life, for
all the lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not
seen among the Jinn!' Quoth the head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to
their presence, but we may not present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present
myself before thee and I desire of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace and question its haunters (219) concerning the
plight of thy lord after thee and return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to
the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,' rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is fifty years' journey. And the head said to her,
'Be of good heart and cheerful eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee
an hundred songs, so thou wilt bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou
favour me and sing me a song, so I may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire, before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst
(220) may be quenched.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.Most like a wand of
emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, What time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away
from thine..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.94. The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.So she hastened to admit the
eunuch, who entered; and when he saw the Commander of the Faithful, he saluted not neither kissed the earth, but said, 'Quick, quick! Arise in
haste! My lady Tuhfeh sitteth in her chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see all that I say to thee! Hasten! She sitteth [in her
chamber].' The Khalif was amazed at his speech and said to him, 'What sayst thou?' 'Didst thou not hear the first of the speech?' replied the eunuch.
'Tuhfeh sitteth in the sleeping-chamber, singing and playing the lute. Come thy quickliest! Hasten!' So Er Reshid arose and donned his clothes; but
he credited not the eunuch's words and said to him, 'Out on thee! What is this thou sayst? Hast thou not seen this in a dream?' 'By Allah,' answered
the eunuch, 'I know not what thou sayest, and I was not asleep.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'If thy speech be true, it shall be for thy good luck, for I will
enfranchise thee and give thee a thousand dinars; but, if it be untrue and thou have seen this in sleep, I will crucify thee.' And the eunuch said in
himself, 'O Protector, (250) let me not have seen this in Sleep!' Then he left the Khalif and going to the chamber-door, heard the sound of singing
and lute-playing; whereupon he returned to Er Reshid and said to him, 'Go and hearken and see who is asleep.'.Therewithal the cook equipped his
brother and freighting him a ship, embarked therein merchandise. Then he committed Selim unto him and they set out and departed with the ship.
God decreed them safety, so that they arrived [in due course] at the first city [of the land of Hind], the which is known as El Mensoureh, and cast
anchor there. Now the king of that city had died, leaving a daughter and a widow, who was the quickest-witted of women and gave out that the girl
was a boy, so that the kingship might be stablished unto them. The troops and the amirs doubted not but that the case was as she avouched and that
the princess was a male child; so they obeyed her and the queen mother took order for the matter and used to dress the girl in man's apparel and seat
her on the throne of the kingship, so that the folk might see her. Accordingly, the grandees of the kingdom and the chief officers of the realm used
to go in to her and salute her and do her service and go away, nothing doubting but she was a boy..So the wicked man attained that which he sought
of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's
empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of
his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked man before him and summoning the
grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd
opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and
attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to
make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had believed..? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For
waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of my charms might have
sight..When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and for the damsel Shehrzad, and
the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places and the news
was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and [when
he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to meet him with the
troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and
other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys
sounded and it was a notable day..? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.Then he stripped him of his clothes and clapping on his neck a
heavy chain, bound him to a high lattice and fell to drubbing him two bouts a day and two anights; and on this wise he abode the space of ten days.
Then his mother came to him and said, "O my son, O Aboulhusn, return to thy reason, for this is the Devil's doing." Quoth he, "Thou sayst sooth, O
my mother, and bear thou witness of me that I repent [and forswear] that talk and turn from my madness. So do thou deliver me, for I am nigh upon
death." So his mother went out to the superintendant and procured his release and he returned to his own house..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's
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Story cxxix.End of Volume I..? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow dccccxi.Ibrahim and his Son, Story of King, i. 138..? ? ?
? ? The railers for your loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.The company marvelled at
the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the
officer, 'They avouch that.When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth,
for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us
and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the
youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he
said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the
youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of
patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou
Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? Then, after them came I to thee and union did
entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.To return to the king's daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose
account he was slain. She had been used to look out from the top of her palace and gaze on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her
slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were encamped beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth,
the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand thee in marriage, and wearied himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.'
'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell me?' And the damsel answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the
king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest of him, even as he came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.The wife of
the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El
Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and that which he had brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and
mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following verses:.120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I
purpose to do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter
of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He
thanked her and promised to uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces
privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they
loaded on the backs of camels..Then the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found
himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up
with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head,
whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the
damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried
"Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the
mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the
king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a
mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El
Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to
gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that
they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing
their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade
the eunuch bring him news of them..God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story
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