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? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those who came out, to divert
herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and that which he had
brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following verses:.King's Son of
Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cvii.154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant
Hassan dcclvi.As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket,
with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into
it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..? ? ? ? ? h. The
Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do
with this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the
king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and
prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If
thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who
endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against
this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his
honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".Meanwhile, the woman went out
at hazard and donning devotee's apparel, fared on without ceasing, till she came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the towns-folk for
the tribute, out of season. Presently, she saw a man, whom they were pressing for the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being acquainted
therewith, paid down the thousand dirhems for him and delivered him from beating; whereupon he thanked her and those who were present. When
he was set free, he accosted her and besought her to go with him to his dwelling. So she accompanied him thither and supped with him and passed
the night. When the night darkened on him, his soul prompted him to evil, for that which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after
her and required her [of love]; but she repelled him and bade him fear God the Most High and reminded him of that which she had done with him
of kindness and how she had delivered him from beating and humiliation..Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of
the Khalif, iii. 171..When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and
whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst
of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dcix.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them
hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..When the queen heard the last of the talk,
she said to the cook, 'The judgment between you shall not be but in accordance with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who were present and
turning to her brother, said to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness is established with me and the truth of thy speech, and praised be God who hath
brought about union between thee and thy wife! So now begone with her to thy country and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in peace.'
But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue of the All-knowing King, I will not turn back from seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it
please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister to mind and broke out with the following verses from a heart endolored, afflicted,
disappointed, saying:.8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by]
the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is
a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was
warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook,
'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind
her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high
estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of
white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a
fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long
passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were
four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the
understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out
to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever
thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he
returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition
unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas
and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".Trust in God, Of,
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114..Looking to the Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80..Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..100. The Lovers of the Benou
Tai ccccx.Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my
master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on
thine account; for I went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with
thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,'
answered I. So he took me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..She laughed and cried out to the
women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and
neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came
and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and
was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man without understanding." And they vied with each
other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..When Galen saw what appeared to him of the [mock] physician's incapacity, he
turned to his disciples and pupils and bade them fetch the other, with all his gear and drugs. So they brought him into his presence on the speediest
wise, and when Galen saw him before him, he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' ' No,' answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this
day.' Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou know Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then said Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he
related to him his story and gave him to know of the dowry and the obligation by which he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen
marvelled and certified himself of the matter of the dower..4. The Three Apples xix.Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited
with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found
in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no
falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of
them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I
know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to
the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do
thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked
(51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty golden
doves; so he took them, after he had beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice
thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not that he is of
the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and
jealousy of him hath gotten possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of
the Chosen Prophet, I will make thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel
issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..It is said that En Numan (169) had two
boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them
alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a
monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood
he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..? ? ? ? ? g.
The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in my company And flout the time that languishing doth
go..[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh
Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for
Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of
concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is
nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder
accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of
the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance;
else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will
be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine;
contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual than [that of] any.'.A certain king sat one day on the
roof of his palace, diverting himself with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against
his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?"
"To thy servant Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately
enamoured of her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter
and going to his house, laid it under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city
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in question, unknowing what the king purposed against him..Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then
he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to
Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to
Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on
the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over
my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.Man whose Caution was the Cause of
his Death, The, i. 291..When the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with
musk, till he came to himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth
description, and she was endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a
Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us
upon the days of separation." She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head,
(107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.So the young man went to his lodging
and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he,
"Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the
morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his house, where,
after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for
that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down
thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present
with him.".Now she had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; so, when the inspector of
inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened it and finding it full of jewels and
jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious stones, such as are not found save with kings and sultans, took it, and me with it, and ceased not to
put me to the question with beating and torment till I confessed to them the whole affair from beginning to end, whereupon they carried me to the
Khalif and I told him all that had passed between me and her; and he said to me, "O man, depart from this city, for I acquit thee for thy valiance
sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose forthright and departed his city;
and this is what befell me.'".Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace of
Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his wit
departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for
himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he
reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain
from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince
returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..Ye
know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii. 17..Awhile after this a friend of mine
invited me to his house and when I came to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life
aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair
woman; so I followed her and invited her [to come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou
wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the appointed day, her messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went
with him, till we came to a handsome house and a great door. He opened the door and I entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and
would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and
cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What
deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am affrighted at the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none
appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to me.".TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE
CALCUTTA (1839-42).? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and
presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She
kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the
Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which
thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of
them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing
women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and
men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and
women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women
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who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we
would for sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My
lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties still to hear?.The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..When the night was half spent, I arose [and went forth
the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted of me and followed me and gave not over
besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the
first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on me, for that wherein I was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me,
"Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when I was halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell
with me into the pit; and there we abode three days, she and I and the dog..In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..The
Third Night of the Month.73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid
dccccxlii.Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood,
cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with
blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed
up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he
who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son
Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the
infant.? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..The
king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his
younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the
knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair
was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and
the kingship..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the
Reckoning-Day!.? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.As stated In the Prefatory Note to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," four printed
Editions (of which three are more or less complete) exist of the Arabic text of the original work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac
(Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and Calcutta (1814-18). The first two are, for purposes of tabulation, practically identical, one whole story only, (222) of
those that occur in the Calcutta (1839-42) Edition, (which is the most complete of all,) being omitted from that of Boulac; and I have, therefore,
given but one Table of Contents for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though differing widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac
in contents, resembles them in containing the full number (a thousand and one) of Nights, whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a fragment,
comprising only the first two hundred Nights and the Voyages of Sindbad, as a separate Tale..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.? ? ?
? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii.Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered
her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth
Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following
verses:.King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her,
and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel
(216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay
with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little
daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..There was
once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty
Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the
Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was
passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with his
ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour and
greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and
baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those
who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the
police of the town.'.?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all
present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she
was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed
upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the
following verses:.When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily,
these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their
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songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before
those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no
commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his
son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside
the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall
gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to death before the thirty days have expired." Then he gave
him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own house..Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid
with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.Meanwhile, they carried the damsel
into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating
not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O
Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall
rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif called for her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following
verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:.Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..69. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's
Wife dcliv.Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with
King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When
the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So
he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and
taking horse with their troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city,
when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?" And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let
bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing,
in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the
land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear to them from me, their lover, and say.Then the two kings appointed their
father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief amirs to accompany him, charging them attend him and do
him service. The vizier kissed the earth and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the
eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and saluted them and bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and
bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took leave of them and setting out, journeyed days and nights till he came within three days' journey of
Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it
was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of his kingship and the viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed
that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory and length of continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them
with worship and they made him Sultan over them..Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason took
flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my
charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me
that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a
full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my face is pitted with
smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely
face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the
following verses:.Then he wrote a letter to King Azadbekht, saying to him, "I am a servant of thy servants and a slave of thy slaves and my
daughter is a handmaid at thy service, and may God the Most High prolong thy days and appoint thy times [to be] in delight and contentment!
Indeed, I still went girded of the waist in thy service and in caring for the preservation of thy dominion and warding off thine enemies from thee;
but now I abound yet more than before in zeal and watchfulness, for that I have taken this to charge upon myself, since my daughter is become thy
wife." And he despatched a messenger to the king with the letter and a present..?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER
AND THE ASS..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the
king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love
thou didst excite, iii. 113.? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.?
? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..To return to the queen his
wife. When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore, but she rejected his suit and was like to slay
herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband. Moreover, she refused meat and drink and offered
to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and said to her, 'I will continue thee in
misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to deliver her from the hand of that
accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city wherein her husband was king and his
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goods were put under seal..Then came forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my friends told me. (Quoth he).?
? ? ? ? I am the champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..Son, The History of King
Azadbekht and his, i. 61..When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced him, he arose and went out, perplexed and knowing
not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast?
Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth that she
is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would fain drink wine in my house, but I
forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered concerning my affair." "Know, O
my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine, and whenas they eat and drink not,
they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the
Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me
from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew and going to his house, brought out a flagon
of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she said to him, "Whence hadst thou this?" "I got it from my
neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me this.".A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment;
so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and
[blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to
hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently,
my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me.
There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont,
whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him,
[and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty
dirhems [at a time], more or less..?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted
it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El
Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with
him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon,
with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass
description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had
smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor
bestowed largesse upon him and made him his boon-companion, and he abode, leaving him not night or day, to the last of their lives. Praise be to
God the Glorious, the Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven and earth and land and sea, to whom belongeth
glorification! Amen. Amen. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I
was going about in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round
about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till]
the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a
woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the
door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am
she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou
hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and
thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my
mind], more by token that I abide my day long going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she,
"Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him.".It befell, one day of the days, that King Bihkerd embarked in a ship and put out
to sea, so he might fish; but the wind blew on them and the ship foundered. The king won ashore on a plank, unknown of any, and came forth,
naked, on one of the coasts; and it chanced that he landed in the country whereof the father of the youth aforesaid, [his sometime servant], was
king. So he came in the night to the gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the night] in a burying-place there..When
Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this
youth that is with us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy
father and thou shalt have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I
was little], with a nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the
nurse and rent her in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first
and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he
uncovered it and behold, it was scarred..Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..On the morrow, the
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Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to
him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer,
"Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no
trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought
him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So
Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..? ? ? ? ? Were
not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he
used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from
them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this
man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with
thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take
the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the
robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the
Village Damsel dcliii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother clvii.One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my
house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the
woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.'
Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She
took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to
her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth
she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the
house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou Teman..? ? ? ? ?
Raiment of silk and sendal, too, he brought to us for gift, And me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains despite,.93. The Ignorant Man
who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? No exhorter am I to abstain from the fair, Nor to love
Mecca's vale for my profit I care;.Destiny, Of, i. 136..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple
dcxvi.21. Kemerezzeman and Budour clxx.The Seventh Day..The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned
to his own house. When it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept;
whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing
after my little sister; for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her,
that I may look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S
DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..?THE SEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..God
keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..? ? ? ? ? d. The
Fourth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.Then he bade lodge him near himself and was bountiful to
him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water therein was that of a man,
and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persia are
skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are
enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was
her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was
a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she
came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and
eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and
guessed that which thou hast heard.'.There was once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled in singing
to the lute, and he was well seen of the people of the city. He went forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over journeying till
his travel brought him to a goodly city. Now he had with him a lute and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round about the city
till he fell in with a druggist, who, when he espied him, called to him. So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly, he sat down by
him and the druggist questioned him of his case. The singer told him what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop and brought him
food and fed him. Then said he to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of wine, break in
upon the drinkers and say to them, "I am a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk will know thee
and bespeak one another of thee; so shall thou become known in the city and thine affairs will prosper.'.The company marvelled at this story and at
the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more
extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise.
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