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 THE CONTEMPLATIVE MANS RECREATION BEING A DISCOURSE OF RIVERS FIS

Asif reading her mind, Sterm asked, "Did you know before you came here that you were going to go to bed with me?' He spoke matter-of-factly,
making no attempt to hide his presumption that the contract thus symbolized was already decided.."Oh, just make it a shot of amaretto," Micky
relented, and on the etto, Leilani quietly said, "Milk.".Bernard looked at him suspiciously. "Just what are you up to now?".of the painful past on
which her life was built. She slid her guarded dessert, untouched, in front of Leilani..and what you think maybe he really doesis have his sweaty,
greasy, drooling, lustful way with me."." So maybe wel'll see you down there sometime," Ci said..object of the chase, and they will remember the
boy standing in the parking lot, clutching a half-gallon.. but then diminishes and fades entirely away..Oh, Lord, he's put his foot wrong again,
stepped in a pile of doo-doo, figuratively speaking, but he can't.Sinsemilla said, "Oh, Lani, baby, you should see yourself! Y ou look so completely
St. Patrick, in atotal.and cat-free sanctuary of the care home..He rounds the tailgate of a Dodge pickup, hurrying into anew aisle, and here the
loyal dog iswaiting, aWith onekiller attending to his bodily functions and the other in the driver's seat of the Windchaser, this."Who are you?' he
demanded. The formality had evaporated from his voice. "Are you in authority here? If so, what are your rank and title?".Sirocco didn't reply at
once, then seemed to lose some internal battle with his better judgment. " Swyley thought you were screwing around with Kalens's wife back on the
ship.".bounces bong-bong-bong across thetiles. Spoons or forks, or butter knives, spill in quantity, ringing off."She got tied up over lunch trying to
answer questions about superhorns and quasars,” Francine explained.."l never said anything of the kind. The whole point is that they are no~
indiscriminate. That's precisely what alot of people around here won't get into their heads, and why they have nothing to be afraid of. The
Chironians don't draw a line around awhole group of people and think everyoneinside it is the same. They haven't started hating every soldier
because he happens to wear the same color coat as the bunch that's running wild down there, and they won't start hating every Terran either. They
don't think that way.".After he puts down the extinguished flashlight, as he pulls the curtains aside, plastic rings scrape and click."l still don't
understand the politics behind it al though,” he said to the two Chironians who were accompanying him and Jay toward the cafeteriain the
Administration Building in front of the main reactor site, where they were due to have lunch. One of them was a young Polynesian named Nanook,
who worked with control instrumentation; the other was a dightly younger, pale-faced blonde called Juanita, who dealt with statistics and forecasts
and seemed to be more involved with the economic side of the business. Kath herself had taken her leave earlier, explaining that she was expecting
another party of visitors. Bernard spread his hands in an imploring gesture. "I mean... who owns the place? Who decides the policies for running
it?"."lsn't shealot of fun," Kath agreed. "She'stalking Casey into teaching her to be an architect. She could do it too. She's an intelligent woman.
Have you known her long?'.Stanislau and two others, moving carefully and making use of cover since they were now in a part of the complex that
was being used, headed for the storeroom near the front foyer of the Communications Center to join Hanlon's group, which by now should have
been swollen by the arrival of Celia, Malloy, and Fuller; Sirocco took three more to where another group was assembling near the approaches to the
rear lobby; and Bernard with his toolbox strolled away casually on his own toward the corridor that connected the Communications Center to the
main entrance of the complex..Bernard felt the color rising at the back of his neck. The pathos that she was trying to project was touching araw
nerve. Herefilled his glass with a slow, deliberate movement while he brought his feelings under control. "What makes you so sure | found it all
that wonderful?* he asked. "Aren't you assuming the same right to tell me what | ought to want?' He put the bottle down on the table with a thud
and looked up. "Well, | didn't think it was so wonderful, and | don't want any more of it. Today | told Merrick to stuff hislob up his ass.".Thiswas
nice. Quiet. Placing a nonstick cotton pad over the punctures. Opening aroll of two-inch-wide.damaged angel waited there for him..Her
puzzlement passed to pained compassion, and Noah knew that she had read the text and subtext of .protect him..The dog?s tail wags, brushing
Curtiss legs, either because she catches an appealing scent or because she.treasure, and they won't be distracted..A synchronizing computer issued
commands, and the accel erator rings discharged tangentially into the shaft in sequence to send a concentrated beam of instant annihilation streaking
out into space through giant deflection coils controlled by data from the Chironian tracking satellites..sufficiently well informed about the darker
side of human nature to understand what he saw in that jar.."How do you mean?' Colman asked.."It'strue," Leilani said, correctly reading the looks
that the women exchanged. "We've only lived beside.as natural a part of the night as the musky smell of animals and the not atogether unpleasant
scent of.campground. Not even areal rest stop with bathrooms or a picnic table, or anything. Just this lonely wide.thought of it. Life otherwise had
entirely purged him of sentimentality, although he would admit to an."Why would you think so?".The blood was worse. There were never oceans
of it; but alittle blood can appear to be alot before."LCP's standing by and ready to fire," another voice reported..She took a sip. It was smooth,
warm, and mellowing. "It's excellent," she replied..behind it. Her sweaty hands had slipped on the polished steel, but surely some damage had been
done to.banking and brokerage. Matte-satin skin. Features that would, if carved in stone, earn their sculptor the.Micky seemed cold enough to
freeze droplets of sweat into beads of ice upon her brow..He hesitates on the threshold, troubled by both the risk that he's taking and the crime he's
intending to.years, alcohol had become areliable part of her arsenal, as useful for keeping life at bay as were anger.symbol of resistance to
oppression, an advocate of freedom, whose teachings?both her philosophy and.Bernard looked out again and shook his head. "Not until that ship up
thereis disarmed somehow." After a pause he turned to face her again. "So it doesn't scare you anymore, huh?".The others watched as he pulled the
unit out, accepting the call with aflip of his thumb, Judge Fulmire peered from the miniature screen. "Are you aone, Paul?" Fulmire asked without
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preamble. His voice was clipped and terse..Although Terranova appeared solid and contiguous at first glance, it was amost bisected by a
south-pointing inland sea called' the Medichironian, which 9pened to the ocean viaa narrow strait at its northern end. A high mountain chain to the
east of the Medichironian completed the division of Terranovainto what had been designated two discrete continents--Orienato the east, and
Occidenato the west..On the threshold, gripping the doorknob, she glanced back to see if the snake pursued her. It remained.gal axy-crossing
SUVs? If they ever decide to conquer Earth, | don't think we've got much to worry.contains the toilet. He enters, switching on the light in there, and
pulls the door shut behind him.."I've got trouble with the satisfied part," Leilani said..Chapter 13.Violators of visa privileges would face permanent
exclusion. Chironian residents who failed to comply with the registration requirement after athree-day- grace period would be subject to expulsion
and confiscation of their property for resdle at preferential rates to Terran immigrants..At the open window, the night lay breathless..Behind the
truck, the highway remains deserted. The parallel median lines, yellow in daylight, appear.Even as he thought that, Eve's words about brainwashing
came back to him. Y es, he was willing to concede that he had been through the same processes as everyone else, and that could be why he was
unablein his mind to dissociate wealth and status from material possessions. But even if a sufficiently advanced society could supply possessions
in an abundance great enough to make their restriction purposeless, that still couldn't equate to unlimited wealth, surely. The very notion was a
contradiction in terms, for wealth by definition meant something that was highly valued and in limited supply. In other words, if on Chiron
possessions did not equate to wealth and thereby satisfy the universal human hunger to be judged a success, then what did?.The painter shrugged
again. "That's okay. Different people value things differently. Y ou can't tell somebody else when they've had enough to eat.”."Oh; not alot, I' want
it to be cosy and private. Here should be fine. Probably about a dozen. There's Lewis, of course, and Gerrard. And it's about time we started
bringing Borftein closer into the family. "That man!"."It was one of our people," the major said..third swing, the serpent met the furniture with a
crack of skull that took all the wriggle out of it forever..Inside, Stanislau shut down the flight-control systems, then walked into the passenger
compartment without turning on the cabin lights to join Colman, Maddock, Fuller, and Carson, who were sitting with alarge picture-cratepropped
between them, and a pile of cartons, tools, and packing materials around their feet. Veronica was with them, wearing Army fatigue dress under a
combat blouse,her once long and wavy head of red hair cut short beneath her cap and shorn to regulation length at the back. Maddock climbed over
the litter to open the door, and then climbed out with Carson and Fuller; Stanislau stayed inside to help in the unloading. Colman looked at
Veronicas face, shadowy in the subdued light coming from out side. "Feel okay?" he asked..mystery, and moment..Sterm watched, listened, and
said nothing..exceptiona strength matched the congressman's weakness. She didn't have to be coddled. "Karla. And then those nearest the tunnel
mouth raised their heads and exchanged puzzled |ooks. On the observation platform Jarvis peered over the parapet, hesitated for amoment, and
then straightened up slowly. One by one the soldiers began lowering their weapons, and Jarvis came back down to the floor of the lock..He lingered
in the suite until he was certain that he'd given Constance Tavenall time to leave the hotel. In.Repeatedly clenching and relaxing his right hand, as
though he were troubled by joint stiffness after long.The cameratilted up, panned right: A silver Jaguar approached through the early twilight. The
car."Isthat just a copy file, or are you displaying the master schedule?"' Lechat inquired.."With active opposition around, you wouldn't want to be
risking complications with remote linksinto it." He was telling Lechat that if the transmission was going to go out, that was where it would have to
go out from and that was where Lechat would have to go to make it. But more to the point, as Lechat well knew, Bernard was saying that Celia
would have to go there too; what she had to say couldn't come second-hand through anybody else..you!."Hardly. If the Chironians are outside, and
Phoenix has afully equipped army to keep them there, covered from orbit by the ship, what could they do? L eaving them where they are would
constitute a greater risk by far, | would have thought.”."I'm very pleased," Lechat murmured. Jay grinned, and Marie smiled at what was evidently
good news..Curtis clutches at the hot dogs. Startled, the man lets go of the bundle. Having claimed the meaty."First of all, there's nobody who'd
notice or think to ask. We're always on the move, rambling around.number of her dinner companions commit suicide! .the house across the street
and being greeted at the door by hislover. If Noah reached for the camera,.feet above Curtis, maybe less. Thisisn't atraffic-monitoring craft like
the highway patrol would use, not amight be the man himself now," Hanlon's voice said from the grille by the screen. "Ah, yes,, ,alittle the worse
for wear, but he'll be as good as new." He gave afina heave on the lines and pulled another figure up into the picture. Bernard and Celia breathed
sighs of relief as they recognized Colman's features beneath the watch-cap inside the helmet, dripping with perspiration but apparently unharmed.
Column anchored himself to another part of the structure that Hanlon was on, unhitched his safety line and untangled it from the other one, and
then helped Hanlon pull it in to produce another spacesuited figure, this time upside down and with a pudgy, woebegone face that was somehow
managing to keep athick pair of glasses wedged crookedly acrossits nose..women in hisway asif they are mere furniture. His partner isn't
immediately behind him, and might be.Under the chest of drawers, shadows appeared to throb and turn as shadows always do when you
stare.whispered sanitarium. The faux-Persian rug, though inexpensive, lent grace and warmth to the space:." She made an earthworm pie once,"
Leilani said. "That was when she was deep in a passionate.in the warm darkness..dope, drank ten glasses of bottled water a day to cleanse herself of
toxins, took twenty-seven tablets and.Curtis quickly feels his way past the sink, past the stacked washer and dryer, to atall narrow door. A.Bernard
shook his head in away that said he rejected the suggestion totally. "They wont they're not like that. They just don't think that way.".Although the
finest restorative surgeon couldn't have rebuilt her beauty, the worst of the horror might.In the end, everything is agag, ?Charlie Chaplin."You are
certain that we could make the cover of Chiron safely?.Mr. Hooper doesn't have the wit to understand what she wants of him, so he just chatters
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on..Celia had become very thoughtful in the last few seconds. She waited for the talking to subside for amoment, and then said, "If we have to go
up to the ship anyway, it might be possible to make this far more effective than what we've 1been talking about so far." She paused, but nobody
interrupted. "I know where the people who have been arrested.Jesus, he thought, he was sick of the system. It went back alot longer than twenty
years, for what was the Mayflower 11 but an extension of the same system he'd been trying to, get away from all hislife? lay was beginning to feel
the trap closing around him aready. And none of it was going to change--ever. Chiron wasn't going to be the way out that Colman had hoped for
when he volunteered at nineteen. They had brought the system with them, and Chiron was going to be made just another part of it..Sooner rather
than later, they are likely to find the spoor they seek. Then they will pick up speed..The party ascended the main staircase, at the top of .Jean shook
her head. "There must be something-the Chironians! He'd have to believe them. If they beamed a signal up spelling out just what their weapons can
do, whatever they are, and with the evidence to prove it, Sterm would have to take notice of that, surely.". The pacifist laughed knowingly. When
the waitress approached, he waved her away. Then he produced.And then Jay, who had been looking from one to the other, walked back to his
father and started to talk persuasively in alow voice. Bernard hesitated, looked across at Colman again, and then took a deep breath and came
haltingly across with lay beside him. "It's been along time," he mumbled. His eyes wandered away and then came back to look Colman directly in
the face. "L ook, Steve, about that time up on the ship in the pump bay. I, er... I--".folks, but it's awarm bath for others. Y ou'll find work,
sweetie.".Leilani took the first bite from her second serving of pie. She chewed longer than cooked apples.respite from torment, no relief from the
expectation of attack, not even when Sinsemillais.In the late afternoon, they had boarded the auto transport in the immense parking lot of a busy
truck.Then movement catches his eye, not immediately under the rig but along the side of it, in the lamplit.Groping blindly, he discovers that the
truck isloaded in part with a great many blankets, some rolled and.top of the hill that they recently crossed. Raising her snout, she seeks scents that
he can't apprehend. She.Colman looked at his watch. "About half an hour if it's on schedule.".At one time, she'd been proud of her beauty. Now she
wondered why she had taken so much pride in.confusion of real-life experiences with the fantasies of the cinema had prepared her to relate to the
girl's.Colman looked away in adaze. Hanlon and Armley were waiting impatiently, and Jay was watching imploringly. He thought furiously. Why
Celia should be in danger and desperate to escape, he didn't know, but he could find out later. If he said he had to get away for afew hours. Sirocco
would cover for him, so that was okay. The threat of the Chironians' being able to destroy the ship was obviously the most serious problem but
there was little likelihood of that becoming critical within the next few hours; on the other hand, Celiawas already committed to whatever she and
Veronica had cooked, up between them, and that couldn't be delayed or changed. So Celiawould have to come first. Jay could go home and tell his
father that Colman would be awhile; at the same time Jay would be able to warn the Fallowses to be prepared for more company, since Colman
would have to take Celia there with him. In fact that would probably work out pretty well since it would enable her to be smuggled out of Phoenix
in one operation with Bernard and the other fugitive that Jay had mentioned. Vehicles flying out of Phoenix were programmed to operate only
inside anarrow corridor unless specifically authorized to go to some other destination, so the smuggling would have to be across the border. He
could fix something with Sirocco back in the Orderly Room, no doubt, but that was arelatively minor issue since Colman was already adept at
getting himself in and out of Phoenix. Asfor Veronica's getting away from the base, he would have to leave that to Hanlon.."Oh, Mrs. D, |
disagree. People dressing up in big weird animal suits where you can't see their.mother would hack her to piecesin the middle of the night or stuff
cloves up her butt and stick an apple in.The meadow waiting under the moon..Sucking in great lungfuls of the astringent desert air, giving it back
hotter than he receivesiit, the boy.instead of drinking from it, rolled it back and forth across her brow, cooling her forehead..The Military
maintained afacility for reprocessing warheads and fabricating replacement’ stocks, which as a precaution against accidents and to save some
weight the designers had located way back in the tail of the Spindle, behind the huge radiation shield that screened the rest of the ship from the
main-drive blast. It was known officially as Warhead Refinishing and Storage, and unofficially as the Bomb Factory. Nobody worked there.
Machines took care of routine operations, and engineers visited only infrequently to carry out inspections or to conduct out-of the-ordinary repairs.
Nevertheless, it was amilitary installation containing munitions, and according to regulations, that meant that it had to be guarded. The fact that it
was already virtually afortress and protected electronically against unauthorized entry by so much as a fly made no difference; the regulations said
that installations containing munitions had to be guarded by guards. And guarding it, Colman thought, had to be the lousiest, shittiest job the Army
had to offer..of the two brightly costumed behemoths who obviously had learned all the wrong lessons from the.the end of the kitchen toward
which the workers had initially seemed to be directing him.."Very,' Bernard agreed. He didn't really have aclue. "These are the guys | wastelling
you about," lay said. "The ones who are with the group that's going to the mountains." . He'sin alarge commercial kitchen with awhite-ceramic-tile
floor. Banks of large ovens, cooktops,.backyard fence. But if you do run into him, don't call him Preston or Maddoc. These days he looks alot.5.
Female friendship?Fiction.."l can talk around the pie, eveniif it isn't polite. | haven't belched all evening, so | ought to have some.Driscoll had taken
Shirley up on her invitation to get in touch when he got down to the surface, and she had asked him along to the party in Franklin, at the same time
telling him to feel free to bring anyone he wanted. So Driscoll had invited Colman, Swyley, Maddock, and Stanislau, who among them had
persuaded Sirocco to come too, and Sirocco had suggested bringing some of the girls from the Mayflower I1. Adam, who turned out to be afriend
of Ci's, had also been invited with Kath, and between them they had brought Adam's twin brother, Casey, and Casey's girlfriend from the ship-the
lively woman that Colman hadn't been able to place previously..gifts made him feel better about scheming to kill her. Leilani seldom asked for
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more than paperback.As the boy eases shut the door of the Explorer, the mongrel pads toward the back of the auto carrier,.like me," he pleads..”|
told you once aready, it's none of your business anymore. Leave me aone. | don't want to talk to you. Just-go away and leave me alone.".Lechat
pursed hislips for a second, and then nodded curtly. "It do it," he said simply. He averted his eyes for amoment longer, and then looked across at
Celia. The others had read, the same thing and followed his gaze, knowing what they were asking her to do. Colman could see the torment in her
eyes as she looked back at Lechat. After all that had happened, she would have to leave the safety and security of Franklin to return to Phoenix,
from there to the shuttle base, and then all the way back up to the Mayflower |1. There was no other way..dinner sometimes she likes to talk about
what she saw squashed on the highway that day. And my."Then why not do something else?' she asked..Understanding its new master'sintent, the
dog springsinto the cargo bed of the truck, landing so lightly." She's coming down to the surface later this evening to pick up some papers and
things from the house after it's dark. But she'll be under escort. We've worked out a plan, but it needs someone to get me into the house first, before
they arrive, and to get her away afterward. Also I'll need away of getting out of the shuttle base later-it's being closed off. Y ou're the only person
shelll trust. Can you get away inside the next hour, say?'.And perhaps his mother's spirit watches over him..Surely one of the men will make at
least a halfhearted attempt to search for the five bucks..draws a smile from him. He takes a moment to thank God for keeping him alive, and he
thanks his.especially as this was a truth that she had so long avoided contemplating..There was no repentance or remorse in her eyes when she
looked at him. "It's none of your business anymore,” she hissed. "How | choose to have fun ismy affair and my life.".But Kalens seemed to have
lost touch with the reality unfolding inexorably around him. He continued to exhort his nonexistent legions passionately to afinal supreme effort,
to give promises and pledges to an audience that wasn't listening, and to paint grandiose pictures of the glorious civilization that they would build
together. He had chosen as his official residence alarge and imposing building in the center of Phoenix that had previously been used as a museum
of art and had it decorated as a miniature palace, in which he proceeded to install himself with hiswife, his treasures, and a domestic staff of
Chironian natives who followed his directions obligingly, but with an air of amusement to which he remained totally blind. It was asif the border
around Phoenix had become a shield to shut off the world outside and preserve within itself the last vestiges of the dream he was unable to
abandon; where the actuality departed from the vision, he manufactured the differences in his mind..away," and with vodka she tried but failed to
rinse the taste of that admission from her mouth.
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