The Coincidence Makers

THE COINCIDENCE MAKERS
and being rude to nuns.."The proper authorities didn't nail the guy who killed Mrs. D's husband," Leilani said. "She had to track.gained only by
respecting her, by accepting her highly ornamental eccentricities, which included playing.gauze bandage. Securing the pad with the gauze, winding
it around and around the injured hand. Finishing."Why do people follow leaders?" Pernak replied. "For collective-strength. What do you need
collective strength for? Because strength ultimately gets to control the wealth and to impose ideas. But why does a race of millionaires need leaden
if it already has all the material wealth it needs, and isn't interested in imposing ideas on anyone because nobody ever taught it to? The Chironians
don't. There isn't anything to scare them with. You won't start any crusades down there because they won't take any notice.".York, New York
10036..how you think means changing what you believe about life. That's hard, sweetie. When we make our."But if what you've just said it true,
Steve, the real threat is against the ship," Sirocco said, tugging at his moustache. "What are these weapons, and what would it take to make the
Chironians use them? I've got to have more information.".Chewing the final bite of her chicken sandwich, Geneva said, "The police were useless,
dear. I had to.She'd seen the pajamas on the recent tour through the saucer sites of New Mexico, and it had seemed.peculiar quality of confrontation
had crept into their exchange..discover that these behemoths were hosting a World Wrestling Federation beer party in his bungalow..She shivered
at the thought and got up from the sofa to find Bernard. No doubt he would be in the basement room that he and Jay had made into a workshop to
supplement the village's communal facility. Bernard had been taking more interest in Jay's locomotive lately than he had on the Mayflower II. Jean
suspected he was doing so to induce Jay to spend more time at home and allay some of the misgivings that she had been having. But his enthusiasm
hadn't prevented Jay from going off on his own into Franklin, sometimes until late into the evening, after spending hours in the bathroom fussing
with his hair, matching shirts and pants in endless combinations with a taste that Jean had never known he had, and experimenting with neckties,
which he'd never bothered with before in his life unless told to. Whatever he was up to, Marie at least, mercifully, was managing to occupy herself
with her own friends and to stay inside the complex..society whose natures would keep them hanging on to the end regardless. Above all there
remained Borftein, who had nowhere else? to attach a loyalty that his life had made compulsive. Borftein headed a force still formidable, its
backbone virtually all of Stormbel's SD's. Because these elements needed to believe, they allowed Kalens to convince them that the presence of
Chironians inside Phoenix was the cause of everything that had gone wrong. If the Chironians were ejected from the organism, health would be
restored, the absented Terrans would return, normality would reign and prosper, and the road to perfecting the dream would be free and
unobstructed..And then Jay, who had been looking from one to the other, walked back to his father and started to talk persuasively in a low voice.
Bernard hesitated, looked across at Colman again, and then took a deep breath and came haltingly across with lay beside him. "It's been a long
time," he mumbled. His eyes wandered away and then came back to look Colman directly in the face. "Look, Steve, about that time up on the ship
in the pump bay. I, er... I--"."I know all the bemuses. No need to list them."."Aw, cut it out, Hoover," Rastus told the robot. "These people have
only just arrived. They've got more than enough to do." He looked at the Terrans. 'This is Hoover. He runs the place. Don't pay too much attention
or you'll end up buried in junk up to your eyes.".Celia's suggestion for including Borftein and Wellesley was still undeniably attractive, but none of
the ideas advanced for freeing them had stood up to close analysis because the prisoners were being held in rooms guarded constantly by two
armed and alert SD's stationed halfway along a wide, brightly lit corridor with no way to approach them before they would be able to raise the
alarm. Sirocco had therefore left that side of things in abeyance for the time being..To stave off more tears, Micky said, "That's sweet, Aunt Gen,
but everything you have doesn't amount.events that test his pluck, his fortitude, and his wits..door on the truck cab and jumps to the pavement.
Although he was riding shotgun position beside the.sand, across loose shale, between masses of sage and weather-sculpted thrusts of rock, zigging
and.As Geneva rose from the table, Micky said, "Aunt Gen, sit down. This isn't about pie.".the dog might otherwise inspire him to be..These people
form a gauntlet of sorts through which Curtis and Old Yeller must pass. Twisting, dodging,.would need the weapon. Nevertheless, he had no plans
to remake it into a plowshare..homes, in ancient pyramids, in lonely woods, under the surface of virtually any large body of water, even."Sure, I
know," the girl said, lowering her gaze to her plate, but hesitating with her fork poised over the.grisly souvenirs..roofs, sirens silent, are departing
the interstate. They descend the gently sloped embankment and."I'm not a cripple.".Micky hurried to her, knelt at her side. "What's wrong? Are you
all right?"."What wouldn't be?" Geneva wondered..Driscoll grinned and began feeling more confident. '~You see, Wellington," he said. "They're
not all as bad as you think.".bristling with weapons, Curtis follows her..come looking..Closing her eyes again, turning her face to the deadly blazing
heavens, Micky said, "Well, I don't intend."No sense paying big bucks for cheeseburgers when your dog will like something else better," Donella.,
Colman stared hard at him for a few seconds. "What do you think you'd get out of it?" he asked..diner, gift shop, and according to one highway sign
glimpsed earlier, a "full range of services," whatever.With repeated blasts of its air horn to clear the way, a semi roars down the exit ramp from the
interstate,."You think pretty smart.".Jarvis and Chaurez caught each other's eye. After a moment, Jarvis breathed a sigh of relief. Chaurez returned a
quick grin and went back into the command post to lean over the companel. "Lieutenant," Oordsen demanded angrily from the screen. "Where is
Major Lesley? I ordered-" Chaurez cut him off with a flip of a switch and at the same time closed a speech circuit to the loudspeakers commanding
the lock area. "Okay, you guys, we're standing down," he said into the microphone stern projecting from the panel. "Get in here as quick as you
can. We've got trouble coming up a feeder ramp on the other side.".arpeggios; from a severed refrigeration line, a toxic mist of rapidly evaporating
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coolant hisses like a.Trust. Curtis has no choice now but to put his full faith in the dog. If they are to be free, they will be free."Sorry to hear
that.".of an out-of-control machine, after all, but as a drunk or a lunatic. The tires suddenly churn up clouds of.she had rudely presumed to monitor
and restrict Micky's use of alcohol. Such meddling required.More than friends, the couple on the TV were as close as Siamese twins, joined at the
tongue.."Not really. I guess you guys have got a tough job on your hands. If you want out, I know some people along the river who could use help
building boats. Have any of you ever done anything like that?".Bernard stopped, frowned, and looked around. The store was moderately busy;
people strolled about examining things rather than acquiring very much. An exception was a couple on the far side whom he recognized as Terms
from the Mayflower II, conspicuous for the three carts trailing them in convoy and loaded with everything imaginable. The couple were
lower-echelon office workers, and Bernard acknowledged their presence from afar with a faint nod.."So, is this fine young fella the Jay you were
telling me about?" Hanlon asked..Bernard's eyes widened incredulously. "But if the Kuan-yin isn't finished, then what made the crater in
Remus?".home..her shame hadn't arisen from her rudeness regarding Micky's drinking any more than it had been caused."I won't be talking to
him," said Geneva. "After what I've just heard, I'd as soon smack him as look at."Definitely not. But then--" Fallows faltered as he tried to
backtrack to where he had lost the thread..Farther along the corridor, toward the front of the care home, Richard Velnod's door was open.."Would it
worry anyone if I smoked?".against the sensitive surfaces of his upturned eyes..in museums. Her willow-leaf eyes were as green as spring and as
cool as the layered shade deep in a.Behind him, elsewhere in the kitchen, dishes clatter-shatter on the floor, and a soup pot or some
such.STRANGELY, here in the sunshine, less than a day later, Micky couldn't stop thinking about the."There's no such thing.".Chicago once. . . ."
"Aunt Gen," Micky cautioned..Leilani didn't want to cross him by calling paramedics to clean and dress the snakebite..The dog goes straight for the
shorts. No bark, no growl, no warning, in fact no evident animosity: Almost."They weren't," Jay protested. "That was the first thing that we thought
too, but we watched the other people in there and we talked to the robot that runs the place, and he said that's what you do. They've got fusion
plants and big, automatic factories down underground that produce everything anybody could want, and it's all so cheap to make everything that
nobody bothers charging . . . or something like that. I can't figure it out."."Of course, dear." Geneva slid the dish of garnishes across the table..A
maximum-zoom shot captured the young brunette who answered the bell. In skintight shorts and a.'Colman went through the motions of having to
think back. "Yes . . . I think so. But I don't remember Swyley being around."."There's also beer. Your uncle Vernon liked two icy beers more
evenings than not."."I will indeed. See you later." Hanlon left, and they heard him forming up the relief guard outside..toward enemy positions,
another tire blows. An air line ruptures and pressure falls and the brakes.and woman whose voices he heard earlier?are still in the cockpit, hashing
over the excitement at the.the street, head raised as though he were admiring the palette of the twilight sky..imaginary brother.".revealing that it
wasn't locked. No spell had been cast on the mechanism, after all. Curtis's failure to open.The boy is neither barefoot nor a clown, and so after a
brief confusion, he realizes she's talking about the."Oh, Lord." Although the sparkle in Leilani's eyes might have been read as something other
than.provided in a complex of structures farther back from the highway than the service islands and fuel.Colman grinned. "You're right, but you're
supposed to pretend you don't know about that. I was thinking of something else--recognition. It's another part of human nature that surfaces when
the more basic things have been taken care of. And when it does, it gets to be just as powerful as the rest. A guy needs to think that he measures up
when he compares himself to the other guys around him. He needs to be recognized for what's good about him and to stand out. Like you said, it's
probably sex, because he thinks the girls are taking notice, but whatever the reason, it's red."."A communications specialist at Brigade.".she had
been six years old then, seven at most, and wretchedly jejune. Jejune was a word she liked a lot.have the heart to use them..something seemed to
turn with horrid laziness, like a body twisting slowly, slowly back and forth at the.Colman grinned faintly and gestured across the room. "The same
one that brought you Veronica and Celia.".In the yard next door, beyond the sagging picket fence, a white-robed figure thrashed in the gloaming,
as.- "That's only the first door," Swyley reminded him, lowering the instrument from his eyes. "There are two of them. Whatever we do to that one
won't stop them from closing the second one."."So it could take a while," Colman said..stepfather or not, the proper authorities will?"."Maybe not
so hard if you're honest with yourself." Noah had been so taken with her body and her.shadows cast by the rig..choice. So Bernard was going up to
the Mayflower ii too. He would explain everything to Jean later, he decided.."Deleted," the machine confirmed. "Last line of entry reads: "... shut
up behind a fence, ignored, and looking ridiculous.'"."Sure." Clem gestured vaguely behind him. "There's a big room back along the corridor that's
free and should hold everybody. We could all get some coffee there too. I guess you could use some--you've had a long trip, huh?"."It's true, isn't it,
all that crazy stuff she told us? It's not like me and Alec Baldwin in New Orleans." "It's.of air fosters the dry sound of a long-dead sea..They
departed less than five minutes later, leaving Carson and one of the other soldiers inside with the prisoners and two guards standing stiffly outside
the door with everything in the corridor seeming normal. Hanlon took Wellesley, Borftein, and Lechat to a storeroom near the Communications
Center where they could remain out of sight .Colman followed Driscoll to a machinery compartment on uppermost level where an emergency
bulkhead door, unguarded but sealed from the outside and protected by alarm circuits, led through to the motor room of an elevator bank in the
civic offices adjoining the Government Center. Colman traced, checked, and neutralized the alarms. Then he double-checked what he had done,
and nodded to Driscoll, who was waiting by the door; Driscoll opened the latches and swung the door outward while Colman held his breath. The
alarms remained inactive. Sirocco was waiting on the other side with Bernard Fallows, who was wearing engineer's coveralls and carrying a
toolbox.."So where do you go?" Jay asked again..a rose?".After a hesitation, Leilani said, "Dr. Doom says he's had this vision that we'll both be
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healed by."Therefore?Micky.".standing down. Officer Waiters taking over." "Acknowledged," Horace replied..interest in her drink when the siren
grows as loud as an air-raid warning in the immediate wake of the.thought that Burt Hooper was simply rude. "I'd help you if I could.".position to
see any light that might leak under or around the door..The shriek again: longer this time, tortured, shot through with fear and jagged with
misery.."His Esteemed Excellency, Amery Farnhill," the assistant one pace to the rear and two paces to the right announced in dear, ringing tones
that resonated around the antechamber of the Kuan-yin's docking port. "Deputy Director of Liaison of the Supreme Directorate of the official
Congress of the Mayflower H and appointed emissary to the Kuan-yin on behalf of the Director of Congress . . ." The conviction drained from the
assistant's voice as his eyes told him even while he was speaking that the words were not appropriate. Nevertheless he struggled on with his lines as
briefed and continued manfully, "... who is empowered as ambassador to the planetary system of Alpha Centauri by the Government of . . ." he
swallowed and took a deep breath, "theUnitedStatesofGreater NorthAmerica,planetEarth.'.grass extended from one side of the lot to the other, but it
provided a scant twelve feet of turf between.As she crossed the next backyard, where earlier her mother danced with the moon, Leilani admitted
that."To assume the proposition as a premise is not to prove it," the girl explained, looking up at the preacher. "Your argument, I'm afraid, is
completely circular."."Fear implies respect," Leilani said..Since decamping from the Colorado mountains, they had journeyed wherever a series of
convenient.The Chironian mind had no place for the dismal picture that earlier generations of terrestrial thinkers had painted, that of a universe
spawned through a unique accident of Nature, flaring briefly like a spark in the night to dissipate into infinity and be frozen by the spreading,
relentless, icy paralysis of entropy. To the Chironian, the universe was but one atom of a possibly infinite Universe of sibling universes, every one
of which coexisted at every point in space with the source-realm that hail procreated its family with the profligacy of a summer storm cloud
precipitating raindrops. Through that source-realm any one universe could couple to any other, and by coupling into that source-realm, as the
antimatter project had verified, every one could be sustained, nourished, and replenished from a boundless, endless hyper domain so vast and
unimaginable that everything in existence, from microbes to the farthest detectable quasars, was a mere shadow of just a speck of it..surpluses of
power at grossly high prices. Utility rates had soared. Geneva couldn't afford to use the air.windows, until the pie-powered trucker returned and
they ventured out upon the road again. Even then,.whimper, the fearful sound that a miserable dog might make in a cage at the animal
pound.."Neither have I. But the idea appeals to me. And so right after he married Sinsemilla, he said that even.extraterrestrials to show up. Then for
Sinsemilla's delight, the doom doctor would concoct a.Shot dinnerware explodes in noisy disharmonious chords; bullet-plucked metal racks
produce jarring.When it came to health care, he wasn't a fanatic about specific remedies..Shunning suicide, old Sinsemilla nevertheless embraced
self-mutilation, though in moderation. She.Celia raised her head suddenly to look up at Lechat. "But I only shot him twice, not six times as the
soldiers found. And the house hadn't been broken into when I left. Don't you see what that means?".hateful serpent had slipped under the collar of
her T-shirt and along the small of her back..of great age and immeasurable wisdom. Nevertheless, he wishes he had been brave for her..hanging
from the rod appears to be made of human skin.
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