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"Anyone can make a fist and show a palm," said the tall woman, pleasantly. "But not everyone can fly to Roke. Or swim, or sail, or come in any
way at all. So we must ask what brought you here.".Heleth"..prosperity of the Inner Lands, which brought constant boat traffic even out in the West
Reach. For."If you ever tell it to anyone I'll kill you," Dragonfly said..He was gone several days. When he returned, riding in a horse-drawn cart, he
had such a look about him that Otter's sister hurried in to tell him, "Hound's won a battle or a fortune! He's riding behind a city horse, in a city cart,
like a prince!"."I'll get the water," Tern said. He took the basin and went out to the courtyard, to the well..without a spell or two. A village hut with
a palace floor. Well, it'll be a sight, come winter, to.So they talked, that long winter, and others talked with them. Slowly their talk turned
from.worn it all these weeks. She let him pull it over her head and then walked right on. She could not.Island was, they told him, the heart of
Earthsea. The first land Segoy raised from the waters in."I can build boats, or mend them, and sail them. I can find, above and under ground. I can
work.He made the sign; she looked at him for a moment. "That's easy," she said softly, and made the.here. To take the girl. To send her away." He
stood and drew breath. "The Doorkeeper was speaking.ascent. Yes, it took courage to design such a shape, to give it the cruelty of the precipice,
the.stupidity of mind that follows such a struggle, we began to think that it wasn't a good thing to.covering their arms gave off a light, so that only
their raised necks showed in it like strange white.Silence shook his head..Medra did not answer at once. "Chance," he said at last, "favoring long
desire. Not art. Not knowledge. I think I've come to the place I sought, but I don't know. I think you may be the people they told me of, but I don't
know. I think the trees I saw from the hill hold some great mystery, but I don't know. I only know that since I set foot on that hill I've been as I was
when I was a child and first heard The Deed of Enlad sung. I am lost among wonders."."To destroy you.".Inmost Sea. All the wizards and armed
men Maharion could command went out to fight the dragons,."Of course," he said, his smile growing brilliant. "But witches aren't always chaste,
are they? Maybe that's what the Masters are afraid of. Maybe celibacy isn't as necessary as the Rule of Roke teaches. Maybe it's not a way of
keeping the power pure, but of keeping the power to themselves. Leaving out women, leaving out everybody who won't agree to turn himself into a
eunuch to get that one kind of power ... Who knows? A she-mage! Now that would change everything, all the rules!".really did look like a
sculpture in azure metal -- studied me carefully. She no longer appeared.Look, Medra. Look!.what had become of their power. They didn't
know..did not count the levels passed; more and more people, who stopped in front of enamel boxes that.Lands and of arcane mystery in the Lore
of Paln, long ignored by the scholars of Roke, relate that.rained very hard all the night after, and when Hound thought he had found the boy's
tracks, they.Because this kind of fictional fact, like maps of imaginary realms, is of real interest to some.Silence bowed his rough, thoughtful
head..outlandish to him, it was just our past existence that was unusual. Dr. Abs, on the other hand, and.close in mind and could touch him if she
reached out. But at night she knew only his blank.Some people of great innate and trained power are able to find out the true name of another,
or.To them, the Old Powers are abominable. And women's powers are suspect, because they suppose them.where fifty or sixty sheep grazed the
short, bright turf, and now stood near the stream. That.But after he had rested a couple of days, he asked her who the cattlemen of the village were,
and."They know the Rule doesn't allow them.".It may be that the Firelord was, in fact, a dragon in human form; for very soon after his fall, Orm,
the Great Dragon, who had defeated Ath, led hosts of his kind to harry the western islands of the Archipelago-perhaps to avenge the Firelord. These
fiery flights caused great terror, and hundreds of boats carried people fleeing from Paln and Semel to the Inner Islands; but the dragons were not
doing as much damage as the Kargs, and Maharion judged the urgent danger lay in the east. While he himself went west to fight dragons, he sent
Erreth-Akbe east to try to establish peace with the King of the Kargad Lands..He sought among memories, among shadows, groping over and over
through images: the assault on his.one says-if one is human. Human beings cannot lie in that language. Dragons can; or so the dragons.Religion
was a unifying element even among the most warlike tribes. There were hundreds of Truce.We passed a number of half-empty bars, shopwindows
in which groups of mannequins.training.."In the Inmost Sea, on the Isle of the Wise, on Roke Island, where all magery is taught, there are."This is
called Ath's House," she said..Long he lay, forgetful of bright fame and brotherhood,.TWO.praying to itself. I do not know how long I watched. I
had never seen anything remotely like it..over me, laughing, chattering, babbling. . . I was delivered by a sleep like death; in it, even time.They did
not even turn around, but continued to speak rapidly; I understood little. "Then.The Patterner pushed four pebbles into a little curve on the sand and
said, "I wish the Sparrowhawk had not gone. I wish I could read what the shadows write. But all I can hear the leaves say is change, change...
Everything will change but them." He looked up into the trees again with that yearning look. The sun was setting; he stood up, bade her goodnight
gently, and walked away, entering under the trees..Diamond had no idea what to say. The idea of its being up to him had not occurred to him. "Do
you.House. When they came there, it was late afternoon. He went down to the stream and drank from it."Frosty. White," she said, looking away,
embarrassed..were a bit weak, and my mouth was dry, and suddenly my throat-clearing turned to mad laughter..They let him walk among them,
wild as they were and having had nothing from men's hands but castration and butchery. He had a pleasure in their trust in him, a pride in it. He
should not, but he did. If he wanted to touch one of the great beasts he had only to stand and speak to it a little while in the language of those who
do not speak. "Ulla," he said, naming them. "Ellu. Ellua." They stood, big, indifferent; sometimes one looked at him for a long time. Sometimes
one came to him with its easy, loose, majestic tread, and breathed into his open palm. All those that came to him he could cure. He laid his hands
on them, on the stiff-haired, hot flanks and neck, and sent the healing into his hands with the words of power spoken over and over. After a while
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the beast would give a shake, or toss its head a bit, or step on. And he would drop his hands and stand there, drained and blank, for a while. Then
there would be another one, big, curious, shyly bold, muddy-coated, with the sickness in it like a prickling, a tingling, a hotness in his hands, a
dizziness. "Ellu," he would say, and walk to the beast and lay his hands upon it until they felt cool, as if a mountain stream ran through them.."Oh,
they'll come for the glory," said the harper, a lean, long-jawed, wall-eyed fellow of forty. "Maybe you'll have a go with us yourself, then? You had
a hand for it, before you took to making money. And the voice not bad, if you'd worked on it.".gift.".This is only a seeming of me, a presentment, a
sending," the old man said to her. "I don't live here either. Miles off." He gestured northward. "You might come there when you're done with the
Patterner here. I'd like to learn more about your name." He nodded to the other two mages and was not there. A bumblebee buzzed heavily through
the air where he had been..from such scraps and fragments, and though it will be an airy quilt, half made of hearsay and half.In those days they had
no fixed names for the various kinds and arts of magic, nor were the."Gentlemen, I'm looking for a hotel. Where is there. . .?".and lead the wizard
to defeat himself..though it meant he would have his hands tied behind him and his mouth gagged and a leash buckled.powerless..it included
practices otherwise called "high arts," such as healing, chanting, changing, etc..his own clean comfortable home, even more different from the cold
austerity of the wizard's house..with a gold pulse in the walls, as though underneath the mercury mask of the walls the noble."Oh, pretty man," said
one of them with a smile, "don't even show us what you have in your pack there, for I haven't a penny of copper or ivory, nor seen one for a
month.".had books, the Chronicles of Enlad and the History of the Wise Heroes. From these precious books.Growing old, Elehal wearied of the
passions and questions of the school and was drawn more and.set off up the rough path round the hillside to an old stone and brick stableyard,
empty of.not see that word forgotten.".Knowing the Enemy's name, he was able to counter his enchantments and drive him from Enlad, pursuing
him across the winter sea, "riding the west wind, the rain wind, the heavy cloud." Each had met his match, and in their final confrontation,
somewhere in the Sea of Ea, both perished..Each True Rune has a significance, a connotation or area of meaning, which can be more or less
defined in Hardic; but it is better to say that the runes are not words at all, but spells, or acts. Only in the syntax of the Old Speech, however, and
only as spoken or written by a wizard, not as a statement but with intention to act, reinforced by voice and gesture-in a spell-does the word or the
rune fully release its power.."A raft for you, sir?" came a courteous voice behind me. I turned around; no one, only a.think; he could not remember.
"Stay with me," he said, and did not know who he spoke to. He was.After him Otter climbed the winding stairs, broad at first but growing tight and
narrow, passing."That's right, little servant, well done," Gelluk said to her in his tender voice. "Give your dross to the fire and it will be transformed
into the living silver, the light of the moon. Is it not a wonderful thing," he went on, drawing Otter away and back down the spiral stair, "how from
what is most base comes what is most noble? That is a great principle of the art! From the vile Red Mother is born the Allking. From the spittle of a
dying slave is made the silver Seed of Power."."I forget-I always forget," he said, downcast again. "I forget the walls of the prison. I'm not.Across
the hurrying flow of people, above their heads, I noticed a window in the distance..All we know of ancient times in Earthsea is to be found in
poems and songs, passed down orally for.execution, in Losen's name, for the crime of conspiracy against the King. There had perhaps not.that bush
into the seeming of a tree," he said, and promptly Otter did so. Illusion came so easy."It's boring here," she continued after a moment. "Don't you
think so? Shall we take off.to O Port. I was spared alone from drowning, last night, when a witchwind struck." He was silent.She sat on a while by
the Thwilburn. She was troubled by what he had told her and by her thoughts.On his rides, he sometimes passed an old house on a hill among great
oaks. When he turned off the.her and bring them back to Roke when he returned. So they set off northeast across the Inmost Sea.Berry's place, and
as she told her friend Tawny, laughing, he was cannier with the cows than.the yells of gulls and dockworkers wreathing the air with a thin, ungainly
music, he shut his eyes."You take care," the witch said, grim. "Everything's perilous, right enough, and meddling with."Lost with Ath when he
went into the west," Crow said.."I won't go," he said. "Anywhere. Ever.".or an archmage. To keep the cold and damp out of his bones. Not his own
notion. Silence had come."In the unlikely event that a science-fiction writer is deemed worthy of a Nobel Prize in the
near.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (67 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].man, near eighty now; and he was frightened. He smiled with joy to see Ogion, but he was."Irian of Way, my lords," said the Doorkeeper.
They were all silent. He motioned her to come farther into the room. "The Master Changer you have met," he said. He named all the others, but she
could not take in the names of the masteries, except that the Master Herbal was the one she had taken to be a gardener, and the youngest-looking of
them, a tall man with a stern, beautiful face that seemed carved out of dark stone, was the Master Summoner. It was he who spoke, when the
Doorkeeper was done. "A woman," he said..The king left soon after, and the Master Windkey went with him. Before the king was to be crowned,
they went to Gont and sought our lord, to find what that meant, "a woman on Gont". Eh? But they did not see him, only my countrywoman Tenar
of the Ring. She said she was not the woman they sought. And they found no one, nothing. So Lebannen judged it to be a prophecy yet to be
fulfilled. And in Havnor he set his crown on his own head..Down in their tiny cabin Dragonfly sat waiting for him, solemn as ever but her eyes
blazing with.Gelluk caught his breath. Presently he said, very softly, "Can you read the runes?"."What is?".Ellua." They stood, big, indifferent;
sometimes one looked at him for a long time. Sometimes one.morning; Hemlock went back to the ancient cantrip he was annotating; it was not till
supper time."None of your business if there is! You go off, you turn your back on me. Wizards can't have.speech was also strange, stiff and
somehow deformed. "Silence is the answer to everything, and to.cruel, and he hugged her again and said she was the kindest mother in the world,
and so she went.There must have been something in my voice that made her control herself. Her face."You ought to go, Di," she said. "Just to find
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out.".island of Solea. Elfarran knew this, as she knew the moment of Morred's death. She bade her people.clearly know its meaning. Great spells
are made wholly in the Old Speech, and are understood as."I told him," Golden said, "that I had seen you, with a turn of your hand and a single
word,.feet. No one was there. She stood afire, shaking with rage. She leapt back down the bank, found.storms, the evil weather of those years,
drove their ship back to Ingat three times, and Medra.The roof of the cavern was far above him. The trickle of water dripping from the mica
ledge.Dulse had been unable to answer at all for a while. Then, stammering, guilty at his ingratitude."Like the Library of the Kings," said Crow,
dreaming of lost glories..the sun a couple of fingers' width above the horizon. Looking under the sun he saw the roofs of a."Ran away!
Why?"."Things don't mix," he said. "They ought to, but they don't. I found that out. When I left the wizard, I thought I could be everything. You
know -- do magic, play music, be Father's son, love Rose.... It doesn't work that way. Things don't mix.".battleground of hereditary feudal princes,
governments of small islands and city-states, and.the forests of Gont Mountain if he could; but he had been born in Re Albi and knew the roads
and.skulk. He struck down in broad daylight in the straggling square of Endlane village, infolding his.wind, there hurtled past on them, as on
impossible (for completely unsupported) viaducts, oval."My place," she said, slowly, the words dragging, "my place is on the hill. Where things are
what."Just a minute while I finish this," and then turning saw a stranger and nearly dropped the pan..one kind of power ... Who knows? A
she-mage! Now that would change everything, all the rules!".There were only dragons, to begin with. They found the tooth on Mount Onn, in
Havnor, at the.Where he went then, the songs don't tell. They say only that he wandered, "he wandered long from.her eyes only. She spat into the
fire, wiped her sore mouth with her hand, and stood motionless.down the path. He had not been standing there until the other mage said 'Ah." Irian
stared from."Have you anything to tell me?" Dulse asked them.
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