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Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..So I arose and
putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking
till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I
had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where
they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to
me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a
saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it
was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor
Man dclvi.INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl
ccclxxxiii.When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere
dccccxcv.She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head,
weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and
hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the
other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the
Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause
of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh
and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady
but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered,
and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the
princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to
her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O
my sister, I love thee and doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts
have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives
of the kings of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but
for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost
honour..? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.When it was the ninth day, the viziers
[foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and
ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and
were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and
said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and
drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he
abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And
they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the
city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".Then he
called for a chest and bringing out thence a necklace of Greek handiwork, worth a thousand dinars, wrapped it in a mantle of green silk, set with
pearls and jewels and inwrought with red gold, and joined thereto two caskets of musk and ambergris. Moreover, he put off upon the girl a mantle
of Greek silk, striped with gold, wherein were divers figures and semblants depictured, never saw eyes its like. Therewithal the girl's wit fled for
joy and she went forth from his presence and returned to her mistress. When she came in to her, she acquainted her with that which she had seen of
El Abbas and that which was with him of servants and attendants and [set out to her] the loftiness of his station and gave her that which was with
her..73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How
shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and
more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him,
"What is the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and
none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last,
and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him
to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn
longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the
bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to
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him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However,
the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of
thee; and as the byword says in verse:.33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it
goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his day long..Now this present was a cup of ruby, a span high
and a finger's length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that swalloweth the
elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand mithcals of Indian
aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she
were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set out, with that
which was entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country to country, till we came to
Baghdad, when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there
came up to me a young man, with a chain about his neck and with him a trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!"
Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me a long while and said, "That which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy
turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he
said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the thieves would have stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my
lord and my master who reared me.' So was I the cause of thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him,
"Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my story.'.? ?
? ? ? O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and miscontent..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? wa. The
Hawk and the Locust dccccxvi.Son, Story of King Ibrahim and his, i. 138..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? My body is
dissolved with sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.As for the eunuch, the chamberlain, who had counselled King
Dadbin [not to slay her, but] to [cause] carry her to the desert [and there abandon her], she bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and said
to him, "The like of thee it behoveth kings to hold in favour and set in high place, for that thou spokest loyally and well, and a man is still requited
according to his deed." And Kisra the king invested him with the governance of one of the provinces of his empire. Know, therefore, O king,"
continued the youth, "that whoso doth good is requited therewith and he who is guiltless of sin and reproach feareth not the issue of his affair. And
I, O king, am free from guilt, wherefore I trust in God that He will show forth the truth and vouchsafe me the victory over enemies and
enviers.".Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care And blame a little
thing to brook that unto it pertain..Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? Thine
honour, therefore, guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one free-born and true thy case confess..Now the king's son was playing in the
exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired
who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly,
they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him,
'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is
thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing
him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all
that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most High..? ? ? ? ? Yea, they'd join me in pouring forth tears
and help me my woes to lament, And like unto me they'd become all wasted and tortured and pale..Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to
add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in
sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied
him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot
are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say
this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot
and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place],
so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take the whole.'.When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he
said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my
mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was
the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and
perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O
Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen."
Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.57. Abou Nuwas with
the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came with news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and
how thy visage shone with light,.?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox and the Ass.It chanced one night that the
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king sallied forth without the city and drank and the wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he
said, 'I will keep watch myself over the king this night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of
kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and drawing his sword, stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw
him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand, and he was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost
thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this place?' Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties
to me.'.So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was
with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled
be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease
concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he
coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference
was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.I kissed his hand and thanked him, and
as I was walking about, [waiting,] up came the guards and eunuchs with the women, who were weeping and crying out and taking leave of one
another. The eunuchs cried out to us, whereupon we came with the boat, and they said to the boatman, "Who is this?" "This is my mate," answered
he, "[whom I have brought,] to help me, so one of us may keep the boat, whilst another doth your service." Then they brought out to us the women,
one by one, saying, "Throw them [in] by the Island;" and we answered, "It is well." Now each of them was shackled and they had made a jar of
sand fast about her neck. We did as the eunuchs bade us and ceased not to take the women, one after another, and cast them in, till they gave us my
mistress and I winked to my comrade. So we took her and carried her out into mid-stream, where I gave her the empty calabashes (188) and said to
her, "Wait for me at the mouth of the canal." Then we cast her in, after we had loosed the jar of sand from her neck and done off her fetters, and
returned..What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without
ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself
was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping
for that she was doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said,
'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when they drew near the palace, they
strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making
for the island, that lay over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to
yonder faces! These are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and
make friends with them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what
while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the following verses:.53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.Then the
captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service.
till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated];
whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then
she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode
confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon them.'"'.I went out one night to the house of one of my friends and when it was the
middle of the night, I sallied forth alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle
dried up; but I feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and
left and made as if I saw not the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house and knocked at the door, when they went away..Meanwhile Shah
Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had
betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the
nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking
upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said,
'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of
him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut his throat and would have severed his
windpipe..Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and repairing to the nurse's house, found her clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been
wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh,"
answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten (101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had
done [that which was my right], for that she did with me what thou knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed;
wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I bestirred myself with her, hath made me quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me
in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty dinars and promised me the like thereof every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".Then
said the prince to him, 'Make ready to go with me to my country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his
father's kingdom, where the people received him with the utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to
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meet him and they entreated the goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to
the country of the fair one, the daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain.
The goldsmith buried him and marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's
death..Then said he whom she had delivered from torture and for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of herself in his
house, for that her beauty pleased him, and [when she refused to yield to him] had forged a letter against her and treacherously denounced her to
the Sultan and requited her bounty with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged her and lied against her, and this is the issue of the oppressor's
affair.'.Then they displayed Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she came forward, swaying
coquettishly from side to side; and indeed she ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on her]. She shook her
sides and wagged her hips, then put her hair on the hilt of her sword and went up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the hospitable man
embraces the guest, and threatened her in her ear with the taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in these
verses:.N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.Quoth En Numan,
"What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What
is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became
a Christian. (174).? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.So she made ready and
setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now
the goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her
and had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his
clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he
was his comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the
case]..When Jaafer saw him, his reason was like to depart for shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been deceived by the likeness of the
name; and Abdulmelik also perceived how the case stood and confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he put on a cheerful favour and
said, "No harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these dyed clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put it on and sat discoursing
cheerily with Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he, "Give us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a pint and he said, "Be ye
indulgent with us, for we have no wont of this." Then he chatted and jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint ceased from him
and his shamefastness, and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the other, "I come
(may God amend thee!) on three occasions, whereof I would have thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the amount of a
thousand thousand dirhems, (151) which I would have discharged; secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a province, whereby his
rank may be raised; and thirdly, I would fain have thee marry him to a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a match for her."
And Jaafer said, "God accomplished! unto thee these three occasions. As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as for the
government, I make thy son viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the Commander of
the Faithful, at a dowry of such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of God the Most High.".Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light on
thee once more! ii. 89..NOTE..When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you!
What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth,
for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us
this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this,
he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance
and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk
do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..Mamoun (El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..Quoth the Khalif, "God grant
thee that thou seekest! Let us drink one last cup and rise before the dawn draw near, and to-morrow night I will be with thee again." "Far be it!"
said Aboulhusn. Then the Khalif filled a cup and putting therein a piece of Cretan henbane, gave it to his host and said to him, "My life on thee, O
my brother, drink this cup from my hand!" "Ay, by thy life," answered Aboulhusn, "I will drink it from thy hand." So he took it and drank it off;
but hardly had he done so, when his head forewent his feet and he fell to the ground like a slain man; whereupon the Khalif went out and said to his
servant Mesrour, "Go in to yonder young man, the master of the house, and take him up and bring him to me at the palace; and when thou goest
out, shut the door.".King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness
deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he fare..? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him,
The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my
wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their drought..Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she
repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!' Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary and worth in mine
eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly,
she went away with Mesrour and the Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she
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these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O
Commander of the Faithful, the world, all of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him,
'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress of honour of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that
which the Khalif ordered him..When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the
sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and
the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the
goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of
El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and
delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that
which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the
strings..Then said El Aziz to the King of Baghdad, "I would fain speak a word to thee; but do thou not exclude from us those who are present. If
thou consent unto my wish, that which is ours shall be thine and that which is incumbent on thee shall be incumbent on us, (121) and we will be to
thee a mighty aid against all enemies and opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say what thou wilt, O King, for indeed thou excellest in speech and
attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest" So El Aziz said to him," I desire that thou give thy daughter Mariyeh in marriage to my son El
Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is gifted of beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and how he beareth himself in the
frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the stead of smiting and thrusting." "By Allah, O king," answered Ins ben Cais, "of my love for
Mariyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be in her own hand; wherefore, whomsoever she chooseth of the folk, I will marry her to him.".Then she
sent to acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter.
Why, then, hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that
which thou sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught that is not
mine.' When the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this
pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the
heads of ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw an ambassador without
breeding, (123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding
is of his master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124) So, because of this, I used to put the messengers
to death; but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy
master's.' Then he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in honour of thee and of
thine ambassador.'.126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there],
lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come
to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of
his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot,
buried it again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and
hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.?Story of King Bekhtzeman..Presently, his
friends and acquaintances among the merchants and people of the market began to come up to him, by ones and twos, to give him joy, and said to
him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the sweetmeats? Where is the coffee? (262) It would seem thou hast forgotten us; surely, the
charms of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we give thee joy." And they made
mock of him, whilst he gave them no answer and was like to tear his clothes and weep for vexation. Then they went away from him, and when it
was the hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her skirts and swaying in her gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a garden. She was yet more
richly dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in her symmetry and grace than on the previous day, so that she made the passers stop and
stand in ranks to look on her..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth xxi.On this
wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her
account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one,"
[naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with
her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth
thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her,
for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so
beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in
concern [on her account]..So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled
the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Though little, with beauty myself
I've adorned; So the flowers are my subjects and I am their queen..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle,
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narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the vine..? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more
be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am
I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the eye..Then Mesrour carried her to the other end of the sitting-chamber and bound her eyes and
making her sit, stood awaiting a second commandment; whereupon quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful, with thy permission,
wilt thou not vouchsafe this damsel a share of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to be done with her?"
And she said, "Forbear to slay her and send for her lord. If he be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, she is excused, and if he be not on
this wise, then slay her, and this shall be thy justification against her." (22).Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii. 203..96. Adi ben Zeid and
the Princess Hind ccccv.Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the
king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the
vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning
them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the
Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the
old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by
her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal
that thou art fain to hide;.The Seventh Night of the Month..100. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress
dcclvi.72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a
little apart; then they came up to the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of
dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave
not over tempting him with money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,'
till he consented to sell him the ass for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five
thousand and five hundred dirhems of his own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever
betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain
buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me
not, or thou wilt repent.'.Ninth Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at for its slender swaying shape And cherished for its symmetry and
sheen..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.102. The Apples of Paradise ccccxii.32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.? ?
? ? ? My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God the Lord Most High..As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he
saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it
behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a
venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour.
When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison
thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till
it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have
patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered,
saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim
ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars."
Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there
a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she
was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the
goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet
me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at
the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..As time went on, the boy, the son of the king,
grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth
one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they
had heard that in that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave
them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they
fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled.
Moreover they took the boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and
comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son
of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in
Love with the Picture dcccxciv.?Story of King Bihkerd..Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183.
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