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?Story of King Bihkerd..? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm
fain..? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the
vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus]
shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the merchants.".? ? ? ? ? o.
The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..Indeed, thou'st
told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..Then said she, "O king, comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt
thou drink thereof?" The king was abashed at her and at her words and went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..113. The Angel of
Death with the Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and
love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed
amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve
him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers, whoso will tell me which of them died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand
dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the
thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and
the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave
them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended] death was a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou
shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without this fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was
ashamed, O my lady.".? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to
despair?.When the evening evened, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "It is well. Know, O king,
that.They cut their bonds and poured wine into their gullets, till they came to themselves, when the king looked at the eunuch and recognizing him,
said, 'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the king,' replied the man and prostrated himself to him; whereat the king marvelled with an exceeding
wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to this place and what hath befallen thee?" Quoth the eunuch, 'I went and took out the treasure and
brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me and I unknowing. So the thieves took us alone here and seized the money and cast us into this
pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done with other than we; but God the Most High sent thee, in pity to us.'.When the news reached
El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets
sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she
repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals.
Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island.
When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen,
said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the
standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in
quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's
Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.Bihzad, Story of Prince, i. 99..? ? ? ? ? Would we may live together and when we come to die, God
grant the death-sleep bring me within her tomb to lie!.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.The woman who
used to act as decoy for them once caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she had a wedding toward in her own house, and
appointed her for a day, whereon she should come to her. When the appointed day arrived, the woman presented herself and the other carried her
into the house by a door, avouching that it was a privy door. When she entered [the saloon], she saw men and champions (131) [and knew that she
had fallen into a trap]; so she looked at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a woman and there is no glory in my slaughter, nor have ye any
feud of blood-revenge against me, wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which is upon me of [trinkets and apparel] ye are free to take." Quoth
they, "We fear thy denunciation." But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you, neither coming in nor going out." And they said, "We grant
thee thy life.".? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine, Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..It is as
the jasmine, when it I espy, ii. 236..147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray, iii. 31..Then
they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of
Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days' journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his troops to
Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey between
them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with
spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El
Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to
Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the
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approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or
small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..After this the king sat, with his son by his side and the viziers sitting before him,
and summoned his chief officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the viziers and said to them, "See, O wicked viziers, that which
God hath done and the speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and the king said, "It sufficeth me that there is nothing alive but
rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest of ill-will in you to me, and
had I hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O my father," quoth the prince, "but for the fairness of
thy thought and thy judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee this great joyance. Hadst thou slain me in
haste, repentance would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth haste repent.".So he said to her, 'Do thou
excuse me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.'
So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she
opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she
entered after him and locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the
young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise
for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of
those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and still my case bewray..Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter;
whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written,
saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair
and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the
old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this
youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out
with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art
my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but
longing still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife,
offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we
be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings
with] this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and
except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is
guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit
him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him
from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they
lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and
answered prayer." (27).On the morrow, he betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and questioned him of his case
and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May God requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast directed me unto easance!'
And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till he came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold
her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came forth and we returned to
what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he repented of having taught him [how he should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he
said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to her on the morrow. So,
behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.' Then he took leave of
him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195) and made for his
house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..There was once, in the city of Baghdad, a man, [by name El Merouzi,] (30) who was a
sharper and plagued (31) the folk with his knavish tricks, and he was renowned in all quarters [for roguery]. [He went out one day], carrying a load
of sheep's dung, and took an oath that he would not return to his lodging till he had sold it at the price of raisins. Now there was in another city a
second sharper, [by name Er Razi,] (32) one of its people, who [went out the same day], bearing a load of goat's dung, which he had sworn that he
would not sell but at the price of dried figs..13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci.9. The History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons
Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..Melik (El)
Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals that rage if I did but discover to
view, Their ardour the world to consume, from the East to the West, might avail..Then he wrote a letter to King Azadbekht, saying to him, "I am a
servant of thy servants and a slave of thy slaves and my daughter is a handmaid at thy service, and may God the Most High prolong thy days and
appoint thy times [to be] in delight and contentment! Indeed, I still went girded of the waist in thy service and in caring for the preservation of thy
dominion and warding off thine enemies from thee; but now I abound yet more than before in zeal and watchfulness, for that I have taken this to
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charge upon myself, since my daughter is become thy wife." And he despatched a messenger to the king with the letter and a present..133. The City
of Brass dlxvi.Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of
the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she
cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach
unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an
answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter?
Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on
such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and
wrote the following verses:.I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..As he and his father were thus engaged in talk, in came his
mother and caught hold of him; and he said to her, "God on thee, let me go my gait and strive not to turn me from my purpose, for that needs must I
go." "O my son," answered she, "if it must be so and there is no help for it, swear to me that them wilt not be absent from me more than a year."
And he swore to her. Then he entered his father's treasuries and took therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths and everything heavy of
worth and light of carriage. Moreover, he bade his servant Aamir saddle him two horses and the like for himself, and whenas the night darkened
behind him, (65) he rose from his couch and mounting his horse, set out for Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither he
intended.."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that
which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered
after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the
sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till
we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may
heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER
AND THE ASS..Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear, iii. 8..I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew that he was of
the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and absolution of
responsibility.'.? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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