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Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed
by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more their love
waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to
her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of
Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither
dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.A
certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to
him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the
lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not
ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he,
"according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her
mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth."
Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein
the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage
with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged,
and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him,
"I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".When she had made an end of
her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered
with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following
verses:.When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou
such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman
who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and
wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the
chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.Me, till I stricken was
therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.Then she changed the measure and improvised the following:.So, when they had made an end of eating
and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of
loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them
kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray
and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to
this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and
taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my
night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old
man, and became his guest..? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for the
wight..? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays me; Hidden are my traces from the wise men's sight,.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's
Story xiv.Presently, in came Mesrour the eunuch to him and saluted him and seeing Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered her face and said,
"There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad is dead. How sudden was the [stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on thee and acquit thee
of responsibility!" Then he returned and related what had passed before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O accursed one,' said
the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter? Tell us which is dead of them." "By Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn is well and none is
dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and said to Mesrour, "O
Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest." "Verily, O my lady," said the eunuch, "I ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in his house and found
Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and Aboulhusn sitting at her head, weeping. I saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by his side and
uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad and saw her dead and her face swollen. So I said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so we may pray
over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and I left him to lay her out and came hither, that I might tell you the news.".'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac.
'By Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at
thy sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and
said to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the
glancing lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been
in this barrack these five months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder
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slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither
and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by
God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.Voyage of
Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured,
or ere the day appear..Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars."
Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there
a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she
was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the
goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet
me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at
the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..There was once a man, a headman [of a village],
by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode in a certain village and there used to come
thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the
most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou
Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs
must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king
went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him.
This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike,
if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es
Shuhba and she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of
the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time and have shown him
passages (234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one
and this is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to
him, 'Do what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations,
and showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon,
[sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made
manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and
foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had
fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..Then he sent for his daughter, whose name was Jemreh, and when she came, he
said to her, 'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I am going to [meet] the clans of Es Shisban and Queen Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am
vouchsafed the victory over them, to Allah be the praise and thou shall have of me largesse; but, if thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come
to thee with news of me [to this effect], hasten to slay Tuhfeh, so she may fall neither to me nor to them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted,
saying, 'When this cometh about, pass over to the Crescent Mountain and take up thine abode there, and await what shall befall me and what I shall
say to thee.' And Jemreh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.'.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of
Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of
sultanate and endowed with might and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse,
there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight
Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry;
her face was like unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned
horsemanship and the use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49)
tongues and indeed she was a ravishment to mankind..? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider well My words, so thou mayst
guided be aright by their intent..Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and
assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her for this,
whereupon she recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.Dethroned King whose Kingdom
and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, With thine eyes' radiance the place
thou didst illuminate.37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan
caused plunder the village, and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do
thou prefer thy plaint to the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who
doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk,
needs must his goods be taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him
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therewith, whereupon he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him.
So they went wandering in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he
said to her, 'Have patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new, iii. 30..What strength have I
solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to
me and said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and
behold, he was the lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying,
"Wait; thou shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil
and shoes and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their
case and intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when
thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that
our captain and our chief purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now
is the time." And he answered, saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the
light and leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a
deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him
nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for
that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the
merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know
nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the
merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou
swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and
came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into the
sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little while ere the night darkened and the ship
disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and
children..? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.Ishac
entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and
watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let
none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but
Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with
Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote
upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.Speedy Relief of
God, Of the, i. 174..In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her
and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated
her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them
before him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered
therein and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the
curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the
vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of
Him who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say
what prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a
man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.Bihzad, Story of Prince, i.
99..55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.When twenty days had passed by, each [egg]
was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So they did this and it was found a charge unto no
one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that they were become fowls. Moreover, they
brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or
fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and after two months, he took the
old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to
the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this
wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's
contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to them all that he took from them and lived a happy
and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added
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the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew him.".?Story of King Bihkerd..? ? ? ? ? My heart will never
credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be..42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.? ? ?
? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.Then he folded the letter and sealing it, delivered it to the damsel, who took it and
carried it to her mistress. When the princess read the letter and apprehended its contents, she said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did
aforetime." Then she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii.
211.153. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia iccxxxviii.Now there was a man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er
Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was great of gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er
Reshid was used instantly to require of him that he should keep him company in his carousals and drink with him and had proffered him, to this
end, riches galore, but he still refused. It chanced that this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of
certain occasions of his, and the chamberlain, doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit
and that he should suffer none but him to enter, allowed him to go in to his master..When the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said,
"This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him
the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and abode in his house all that
day..O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, ii. 101..Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen
Officers of Police, ii. 117..Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..WP="BR1">.? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is still drunken for
wine And a present am I betwixt friends, young and old..Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and
she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in
every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst
have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the
princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three
days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the
Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me
will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye."
Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..? ? ? ? ? a. The
Merchant and the Two Sharpers clii.? ? ? ? ? My body is dissolved with sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.? ? ?
? ? For whom is thy departure even as a father's loss! To fly or creep, like nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife
dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your
sight..Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place,
where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en
Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with
earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from
the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and thanked them therefor and
said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the
Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and
they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times
greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked on her..Then said he to
Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again
will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be
upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce
propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the
guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech.
Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food
and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave
and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.Then she turned to
the old man who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they
all departed from her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave
him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to
invest him with the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over them. They fell in with her of this and he became king
and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and abode with her husband on such wise as she was with
him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and
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the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had
done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this;
else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they
sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said
Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to
a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now
Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and
she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we
will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in
sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of
him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in
less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for
Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for
them there..Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her,
'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits
ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters
thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he
carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom
hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is
slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And
he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when
Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of
his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came
forth, gleaming, from his back..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.Presently Aboulhusn turned to a
damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her, "By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?"
"Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O
thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him, whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said,
"Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said,
"Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am
I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he. "Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of
the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become
Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O
Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!"
And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his case..? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all
moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad,
That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..Now there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw
what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her
back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his
yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door,
put him out in the middle of the night..? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor deny.When
Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the
fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she
appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner]
instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons,
(99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that
thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is
allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be
answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and
swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I
mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without
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worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the
morrow..The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred
dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still
at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the
slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave,
I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he
drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the
dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to
her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee
from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".The master of police held his hand from him, saying,
"Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose
rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the
light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art
thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that
they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police
held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL
SON..When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to
him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up
on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be
innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by
reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off
deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the
desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the
form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID. (161).Now he had no
treasure; but the thief believed him not and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him,
'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce
me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should
deliver to him the treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein
she signed to him that the treasure was and that he should take it up..So the prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of the
realm repaired to his tomb and the princess made lamentation over him, crying aloud. She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch
painters and caused them limn her portraiture and that of the king's son. Moreover, she set down in writing their story and that which had befallen
them of perils and afflictions and set it [together with the pictures], at the head of the tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary, O king of the age, than the story of the fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed between
them.".30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.' And he said, '
With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent beside a
great tree; and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover]. Then said
she to her husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she cried out and
buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she repeated her speech
twice and thrice..? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..?THE THIRD
OFFICER'S STORY.When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and said, "Verily, this is what I had
wished, O my brother. So praised be God who hath brought about union between us!" Then he sent after the Cadis and learned men and captains
and notables, and they married the two brothers to the two sisters. The contracts were drawn up and the two kings bestowed dresses of honour of
silk and satin on those who were present, whilst the city was decorated and the festivities were renewed. The king commanded each amir and vizier
and chamberlain and deputy to decorate his palace and the folk of the city rejoiced in the presage of happiness and content. Moreover, King
Shehriyar bade slaughter sheep and get up kitchens and made bride-feasts and fed all comers, high and low..When the king heard this story, he was
fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair whereof he was not assured; so he comforted him and bade him withdraw to
his lodging..? ? ? ? ? Yea, to the earth that languished for lack of rain, the clouds Were bounteous; so it flourished and plenteous harvests
bore;.NOTE..? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank high..? ? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved mine, your
presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..6. Story of the Hunchback cii.Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The,
iii. 203..58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the year;
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Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world
should I forget the love of thee?.Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so he assigned her a
lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor day, till, one
night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make thy rank
higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif called for
her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:.? ? ? ? ? Endowed
with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the eye..? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have
forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..Then he
carried him to his house and stripping him of his clothes, clad him in rags; after which he called an old woman, who was his stewardess, and said to
her. 'Take this youth and clap on his neck this iron chain and go round about with him in all the thoroughfares of the city; and when thou hast made
an end of this, go up with him to the palace of the king.' And he said to the youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak not a syllable,
but acquaint me with her place and thou shall owe her deliverance to none but me.' The youth thanked him and went with the old woman on such
wise as the chamberlain bade him. She fared on with him till they entered the city [and made the round thereof]; after which she went up to the
palace of the king and fell to saying, 'O people of affluence, look on a youth whom the devils take twice in the day and pray for preservation from
[a like] affliction!' And she ceased not to go round about with him till she came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace, whereupon the slave-girls
came out to look upon him and when they saw him they were amazed at his beauty and grace and wept for him..? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from
me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of my despair;.Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of
his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with
the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the
bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house,
where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither
invited him..I marvelled at her words and said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee
give me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What have I to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have
thee intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but I would fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design
will not be accomplished but by thine aid." Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and
sit in the street wherein is the house of Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those
who are with thee of the police, and thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes;
whereupon do thou question me of my case and I will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down
[into the town,] to do an occasion; but the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew
not whither I should go this night Presently I saw this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against
break of day.' When I say this to thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave
her with one who will take care of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with
his family and children till the morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house,
without inconvenience, and gotten my desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".? ? ? ? ? It rests with him
to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear
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