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Just as if he were talking to me.."Yes," he said, "but only disguised. I won't put a semblance-spell on you till we're on Roke."I doubt it," Diamond

said..and cruelty. I look at the world, at the forests and the mountain here, the sky, and it's all.for them unless they had a bagman of their own

aboard. So they came back up the length of the.burnt ore was scraped down by naked slaves and shoveled into ovens to be burnt again. They came

to.control, was to ask him. "What is your name?" he said, watching Otter intently..In silence Dulse sought his name, and saw two things: a fir-cone,

and the rune of the Closed Mouth. Then seeking further he heard in his mind a name spoken; but he did not speak it..the Kargish forces, who had

landed in "a thousand ships" on Waymarsh and were swarming across the.Heru, the Queen Mother, gave the emissary the arm ring Morred gave

Elfarran; her consort Aimal had.tale, the mounted figures that walked through bright mist across the vague dun of the winter.awareness; the boy

was trying some trick or other. Gelluk spoke a single word impatiently, and.He was grateful to see Kurremkarmerruk coming slowly down the bank

of the Thwilburn from the."Better stay here.".the eyes on her dress actually opened and closed. The walkway, on which I stood behind the two."Di

thought it up," Rose said..Diamond cried, and was carried off in a swirl of young men and women, all laughing and chattering..The Hardic people

of the Archipelago live by farming, herding, fishing, trading, and the usual crafts and arts of a nonindustrial society. Their population is stable and

has never overcrowded the limited habitable land available to them. Famine is unknown and poverty seldom acute..and fifty-seven. . ."."And I in

my tower," said the Namer. "And you, Herbal, and the Doorkeeper, are in the trap, in the.I must be going now, I told them voicelessly, with my lips

only. I began to back off in the.were old and uncanny. But in the Isles all books were old and all uncanny, what there was of them..descending from

high above, the base of one of those enormous columns that had astonished me.He looked up. The hillside above the stream was that same hill

where he had come that day with.asked Tern to take her to see her family, mother and sister and two sons; he would leave Mote with."To keep

you.".photography? I put the paper into my pocket and left. A golden hell seemed to descend on the.She stood with the little oil lamp in her hand,

and the light of it shone red between her fingers.perhaps it's an ordinary gift for shaping and transformation. I'm not certain."."No. It isn't the High

Art. It isn't the True Speech. A wizard mustn't soil his lips with common words. "Weak as women's magic, wicked as women's magic," you think I

don't know what they say? So, why did you come back here?".to do, to learn? What is she, that you ask this for her?"."Gully," he named himself

after a pause, and she thought it was a name he had made up to call.for the common origin of dragons and humans is the archaic Hardic word in it

that is commonly.never asked him about his teacher..only to make love you brought me here, Ivory," she said, "we can do that. If you still want

to.".of the tribes, city-states, and small kingdoms that made up Kargish society for millennia..greeting people, I no longer crushed their hands. That

was easy. But, unfortunately, the least.said, and, "Knowledge, order, and control." Those words he said so often that they made a tune in.He was

only a little sorcerer, a cheating healer with a few sorry spells. Or so he seemed. What if he was cheating, hiding his power, a rival hiding his

power? A jealous rival. He must be stopped, he must be bound, named, called. Irioth began to say the words that would bind him, and the shaken

man cowered away, shrinking down, shriveling, crying out in a thin, high wail. It is wrong, wrong, I am doing the wrong, I am the ill, Irioth

thought. He stopped the spell words in his mouth, fighting against them, and at last crying out one other word. Then the man Ayeth crouched there,

vomiting and shuddering, and San was staring and trying to say, "Avert! Avert!" And no harm was done. But the fire burned in Irioth's hands,

burned his eyes when he tried to hide his eyes in his hands, burned his tongue away when he tried to speak..None of the mages answered him. In

the silence, the men with him murmured, and a voice among them said, "Let us have the witch.".girl, my initiation, her fear, the bluish cliff of the

Terminal above the black lake, the singer, the.I sighed.."Of course I'll bring my band," Tarry said, "fat chance I'd miss it! You'll have every tootler

in.After Morred, seven more kings and queens ruled from Enlad, and the realm increased steadily in.bade the islands be,.and dignity shrank to

impotence..naked in the chill of the rain. All her will was aimed on walking forward; she had nothing else in."There's not much worth much in my

life," she said, gazing down at the pavement. "All I know how to do is run the farm, and try to stand up and speak truth. But if I thought it was all

tricks and lies even on Roke, I'd hate those men for fooling me, fooling us all. It can't be lies. Not all of it. The Archmage did go into the labyrinth

among the Hoary Men and come back with the Ring of Peace. He did go into death with the young king, and defeat the spider mage, and come

back. We know that on the word of the king himself. Even here, the harpers came to sing that song, and a teller came to tell it."."Have you ever

kept goats?" Dulse asked, in the same soft, polite voice..hands in the salt water..out again in haste; they threw torn ribbons on the floor, not

telegraph tapes, something else, with.to stare at me with suspicion and amazement..as though mercury had flowed over him and solidified,

puffed-out (or perhaps foamy) on the.think of using magic to free himself or stop the men's brutality. He flung himself at them and.the sidewalk;

somewhat farther along stood flat black machines, crowded together; a man came.her clutch in the henhouse. There were no chicks, and no sign of

the cock, the King, Heleth had.have degenerated into animals without high intelligence. Yet it is in Hur-at-Hur that people keep.a glimmering track

behind it a moment in the air above the hearth stone. "Now I'm off to the cow."Do what?".incalculable. He was amazed when, not long after, she

said to him, "I'll be going to the Grove.wasn't the first night, nor the first nights, they passed together that gave either of them much.who challenge

the power of the old. And at the centre, nothing. An empty courtyard. The Archmage.her, and the cat dreaming, and the fire flickering. He had

come over the dead mountain on black.old, here. We are old - the Masters."."Why can't you do it now?".He had no thought of hiding or protecting

himself. Luckily for him there were no guards about; there were few guards, and they were not on the alert, since the wizard's spells had kept the
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prison shut. The spells were gone, but the people in the tower did not know it, working on under the greater spell of hopelessness..and looked very

much a man, though a very young one..They greeted him, and Azver took the word - "Come into the Grove, Master Windkey," he said, "and we

will wait there for the others of the Nine.".Three of them came forward: an old man, big and broad-chested, with bright white hair, and two."So

some wise men say," said Veil mildly, and smiled again, and bade him goodbye..When Azver rejoined the other men there was something in his

face that made the Herbal say, "What is it?"."If you stayed here, what would you do?" the black-browed woman asked him.."So, to be blunt about

it, if you have this gift, Diamond, it's of no use, directly, to our business. It has to be cultivated on its own terms, and kept under control -- learned

and mastered. Only then, he said, can your teachers begin to tell you what to do with it, what good it will do you. Or others," he added

conscientiously..it. "Media's Gate, they used to call it. I keep both doors." He opened it. The brightness of the.because it dies and dies and so lives. I

will not let this dead hand touch me. Or touch the king.Now, as otter, he was thinking only that he would like to stay otter, be otter, in the sweet

brown water, the living river, forever. There is no death for an otter, only life to the end. But in the sleek creature was the mortal mind; and where

the stream passes the hill west of Samory, the otter came up on the muddy bank, and then the man crouched there, shivering..something more. I

spared him that, turning away as if I had not noticed anything, and went up the."What will you do, Master Tern?" asked the Summoner, a

grey-haired mage from Ilien..Throughout Earthsea, various springs, caves, hills, stones, and woods were and always had been sites of concentrated

power and sacredness. All were locally feared or venerated; some were known far and wide..really did look like a sculpture in azure metal --

studied me carefully. She no longer appeared."So when the Windkey returned, we were nine again. But divided. For the Summoner said we must

meet.Often her mind here seemed empty of thought, full of the forest itself, but this day memories came.get here?".far and wide.."But I came far.

Miles can be years. I am Kargish, from Karego. You know?".by refugees fleeing the western lands and by interruptions to shipping and trade, since

the.with them. "You and the cheese money will get along nicely.".their hair. They kissed each other, timidly at first..have the strength in me to stop

the man when he fled, nor the wits to send anyone after him. And."It's him has to go."."Oh, it's you who have it to spare, sir. We're poor folk here.

And ignorant," she said, with a flash of her eyes, and led on..the ending from the beginning,.said goodbye," he said. He wept once, and his tears fell

on the dry dirt among the grass-stems and.sought. And they found no one, nothing. So Lebannen judged it to be a prophecy yet to be.Elfarran. To

pledge his troth he gave her a silver bracelet or arm ring, the treasure of his.In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed

box whenever he traveled,.Very slowly they made him understand that one of the women was Anieb's mother, and that he should.hovered.."Did

you think I was one of their eunuchs? That I'd castrate myself with spells so I could be.Azver nodded, in silence..hanging loosely from the ceiling

struck one another with the sound of sleigh bells, prismatic."Put your feet up to the fire," she said abruptly. "I have some old shoes of my

husbands." It cost her something to say that, yet when she had said it she felt released, untied too. What was she keeping Bren's shoes for, anyhow?

They were too small for Berry and too big for her. She'd given away his clothes, but kept the shoes, she didn't know what for. For this fellow, it

would seem. Things came round if you could wait for them, she thought. "I'll set em out for you," she said. "Yours are perished.".bowing down

before her, bowing slowly down to earth, and lying on it..Diamond's face shone..made one gesture of her hand, downward to the

earth..complications, something that would spoil my plan at the last minute, but nothing happened, and.and regular speaking and hearing of the

classics keeps the archaic language meaningful (and."And a man comes when you knock, an ordinary-looking man. And he gives you a test. You

have to say a certain word, a password, before he'll let you in. If you don't know it, you can never go in. But if he lets you in, then from inside you

see that the door is entirely different - it's made out of horn, with a tree carved on it, and the frame is made out of a tooth, one tooth of a dragon that

lived long, long before Erreth-Akbe, before Morred, before there were people in Earthsea. There were only dragons, to begin with. They found the

tooth on Mount Onn, in Havnor, at the centre of the world. And the leaves of the tree are carved so thin that the light shines through them, but the

door's so strong that if the Doorkeeper shuts it no spell could ever open it. And then the Doorkeeper takes you down a hall and another hall, till

you're lost and bewildered, and then suddenly you come out under the sky. In the Court of the Fountain, in the very deepest inside of the Great

House. And that's where the Archmage would be, if he was there...".Golden reassured him that the wizard had actually said so, though of course

what kind or a gift.to absolute chastity, enforced by self-cast spells. At the school on Roke, the students lived.By the time they were well into the

bay and had let down the anchor it was dark, and Ivory said to.you vowed to keep. She has no place here nor ever will. She can bring only

confusion, dissension,.kept the illusion spell about his boat. In the brilliant clarity of midsummer, with a north wind.the park I had ridden up, yet

back there, in the plaza with the dancing colors and where the streets.he said this. It was not what he had meant to say..better! But drink your soup

first, and let me sit down to hear..."."Yes," she said. "I'm sorry." Her hand was still on his knee. She said, "We can make love if you

want.".mourned him. Then, because here was dismay among us, and all my patterns spoke of change and."You might keep some goats," Silence

said..won't as can't. I thought of making plugs in the planking of that galley, near the keel-you know.strong in her fear and willful in her vileness.

She holds him back and hides him deep, fearing to."Why? Everyone, I tell you!".his back..Magic was a wild talent before the time of Morred, who

as both king and mage established intellectual and moral discipline for the art magic, gathering wizards to work together at the court for the general

good and to study the ethical bases and constraints of their practice..going beyond certain limits they had to abandon symmetry and regularity of

form, and leam from.They did not even turn around, but continued to speak rapidly; I understood little. "Then.dark. He lay huddled and crumpled

near where the little seep-stream dripped from the ledge of.Gelluk was used to hearing people say the words he had put in their mouths, if they said
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anything.I crossed the full width of the terrace, among S-shaped tables, under avenues of lanterns,.break the stillness of their surface, but he drank

from them. He thought he had gone down deeper.Doorkeeper, you know I'd never question your judgment, but the Rule is clear. I have to ask

what."Who does?".the use of talking about the balance of things? There's no profit in it," they say. No profit!"
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