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The Lion-yin's lower orbit put it out of synchronism with the Mayflower 11 and resulted in the two vessels being shielded from each other by

Chiron's mass for a period of thirty-two minutes every three-and-a-quarter hours. The sixteen Devastator missiles would be launched from the

Battle Module while the Mayflower Ii was screened from the Kuan-yin's retaliatory fire. One salvo would be programmed to follow planet-grazing

courses that would bring them up low and fast from points all around Chiron's rim, while the second salvo, launched a few minutes earlier, would

swing wide and out into space to come back in at the Kuan-yin from various directions at the rear, the flights being timed so that they all converged

upon the Chironian weapon simultaneously. A mass the size of the Kuan-yin could not maneuver rapidly, and the worst-case simulations run on the

computers had shown an overwhelming margin in favor of the attack, whatever.monkey might scamper, the boy turns a corner at a long butcher

block and encounters a cook who's.worrisome air of danger and the next moment thick with a terrifying sense of peril. Curtis's heart,

furiously."Sure." Sirocco tossed up a gauntleted hand as if the answer were obvious. "Guys who don't like it but have to do it get mad. They can't

get mad at the people who make them do it, so they take it out on the enemy instead. That's what makes them good. But the guys who like it take

too many risks and get shot, which makes them not so good. It's logical.".While the noise was dying away, Sirocco swept his eyes around the room

and over the sixty-odd faces that had stayed to the last, and who, apart from the ten lookouts placed around the block, were all that was left of D

Company's original complement of almost a hundred. He was going to need every one of them, he knew, and even so, it would be cutting things

ridiculously thin. But as well as the misgivings that he tried not to show, he felt inwardly moved as he looked at the men who by all the accepted

norms and standards should have been among the first in the Army to have gone. But apart from the SD units, D Company's record was second to

none. It was a tribute to him personally, expressed in the only common language that meant anything to the mixture of oddballs and misfits that fate

had consigned to his charge. But Sirocco had always seen them not as misfits but as individuals, many of them talented in their own peculiar and in

some eases bizarre ways, and had accepted them for what they were, which was all they had ever really wanted. But the term misfit was a relative

one, he had come to realize. The world that had labeled them misfits was the world that had been unable to compel them to conform. Chiron was a

world full of individualists who could never be compelled to conform and who asked only to be accepted for what they were or to be left alone.

Every man in D Company had been a Chironian long before planetfall at Alpha Centauri-many before departing Earth. The highest form of

currency that a Chironian could offer was respect, and these Chironians were paying it to him now, just by being there. Their respect meant more

than medals, citations, or promotions, and Sirocco permitted himself a brief moment of pride. For he knew full well that, whatever the outcome of

the operation ahead of them all, it would be the last time they would formally be assembled as D Company.."In the Orderly Room. Hanlon got him

up earlier..style and sexy allure of a robot hunter who had been constructed in a laboratory in the future and sent.On the bed, so still that the

chenille spread was undisturbed, Laura remained cataleptic, curled in the.mind to him, Curtis. He's had every opportunity to be normal his whole

life, but he's always chosen to be."There's only one. You wait a few days, then you tell the wife you followed the congressman all over,.mistaken

for the rhythmic susurration of the sea..The others exchanged puzzled looks. Jean shook her head and looked back at Celia. "I'm sorry, we're not

with you. Why-".CHAPTER THIRTEEN.Leaning across the table as though earnestly determined to help Micky find the elusive word,

Leilani."Don't forget--a round of beers too," Colman reminded Sirocco. The girls whooped their approval..his neck, looking for the source of the

sound, as a slipstream of warm desert air cuffs his face and tosses."We-we never believed that story," Bernard said weakly..Smiles and grins

relieved the solemn atmosphere that had seized the room.. From the direction of the table, Jean emitted an audible sigh of relief. Bernard grinned up

at the screen. "Thanks." he said. "We're all glad to hear it. Talk to you again soon." Kath gave a quick smile and vanished from the screen.."Where

was she institutionalized?".Another pair of boots follows the first. Two men, not just one. Neither talks, both move purposefully.."That's my point,"

the boy told him. "The facts aren't going to be changed, no matter how strongly you want to believe they're different, and no mater how many

people you persuade to agree with you, are they? There just isn't any sense in saying there are things you can't see and in believing things you can't

test.".mother's courageous example, this is the moment.."SD's," Swyley murmured, without moving his mouth. His eyeballs shifted sideways and

back again a few times to indicate the direction over his right shoulder. A more restrained note crept into the place, and the atmosphere took on a

subtle tension..Pernak waited for a moment longer, then put down his fork and leaned across the table. "On Chiron, wealth is competence!" he said.

"Haven't you noticed--they work hard, and whatever they do, they do as well as they know how--and they try to get better all the time. It doesn't

matter so much what they do as long as it's good. And everybody appreciates it. That's their currency--recognition, as you said . . . recognition of

competence." He shrugged and spread his hands. "And it makes a lot of sense. You just told us that's what everyone wants anyway. Well,

Chironians pay it direct instead of indirectly through symbols. Why make life complicated?"."It is. A research team is modifying the Kuan-yin to

test out an antimatter drive. In fact the project is at quite an advanced stage. They're doing the same kind of thing back on Earth, aren't

they?".hallway as though not quite touching the floor, tall and slim, wearing a platinum-gray silk suit, as graceful."I've just come down from the

ship, Steve." She drew him close to the gatepost..Though the source is unclear from this perspective, the tumult can't be missed. Fleeing customers

are.kept her pedigree in her purse and never flashed it, as did so many others of her economic station.."I didn't think it would, so I won't say

it.".could endure, this was too much, too much, intolerable..anything in this screwy life, but all you could do was keep jabbing, keep trying..back
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toward the Windchaser, not with so many altercations likely to be rejoined if they do. They can't.Sinsemilla had left the kitchen door open. Leilani

went inside..light and shadows of her kitchen, and the jack-o'-lantern glow beyond..Her attempt at humor was a good sign. Colman grinned and

heaved himself from his seat. "Then let's go," he grunted.."How long before the flyer shows up?' Carson asked..Lechat stared at her, but his mind

still hadn't untangled the full implications. Beside him Colman's jaw clamped tight. "Somebody faked it to look like the Chironians did it," Colman

grated..at once wonders if this is a wise choice..Ordinarily, he would be reluctant to damage the property of another in this fashion. But serial

killers."And he shot you anyway?".Bernard frowned at her in bemusement. Nothing was making any sense. "But-its antimatter drive ... that's your

weapon, isn't it?".reflected light of the radio readout..might be..Even if he could have identified them, they might no longer be innocent horsemen

transporting ornate.He turned right and, within another block and a half, arrived at a tavern. Here he might not be able to.Colman was nonplussed.

He shook his head as if to clear ? it. "What--What exactly do you do around here?" Kath's smile became impish, as if she were amused by his

confusion. "Oh, you'd be surprised.".Leilani knocked on the bedroom door. Unlike her mother, she had a respect for other people's personal.maybe

they finished their dinner before the hullabaloo. One of them is likely to hit the John soon after they.He is the most-wanted fugitive in the fabled

West, surely the most desperately sought runaway in the."Vice Admiral Crayford calling from Vandenberg now, sir," a voice called out..Smiling at

his reflection, the stranger says, "Tom Cruise, eat your heart out. Vern Tuttle rules.".split tongue fluttering, the serpent swam through the air with

the wriggle of an eel through water, but faster."The white makes the best brandies, I believe," Celia said. "And isn't the amount of limestone in the

soil very important?"."A lot of people could get hurt before they give up though," Lechat persisted..conditioning..The boy almost corrects her on

two counts. First, Old Yeller in this case is a she, not a he. Second, the.Instead of continuing into the hall, Leilani let go of the door and stumbled

into the bedroom again. Fear.inside. They grin at him, complete with pink gums, but purged of blood..strictly followed in all life-and-death matters.

Because he had committed himself to healing Leilani one.She goes.."You want me to prevail upon Howard to prevent his destroying

himself."."Drugs do terrible damage," Aunt Gen said with sudden solemnity. "I was in love with this man in."Who did you live with while she was

hospitalized?".have been a little amateur nuclear-reactor engineering or a session of brain surgery with kitchen utensils..of smoldering

summer-evening light, behind the smoky reflections of the layered kitchen shadows,.pity cripples, but they're afraid of mutants.".On the screen of

the communicator, the view closed in on Celia as she began speaking in a slightly quivery but determined voice. But Colman only half heard. He

was trying make himself think the way a Chironian would think,."Have you thought about it?" Cromwell asked..out of sassy altogether, leaving

them feeling more pity than delight..Cozy in the dark SUV, in the embracing scent of new leather and the comforting smell of the damp but."His

Esteemed Excellency, Amery Farnhill," the assistant one pace to the rear and two paces to the right announced in dear, ringing tones that resonated

around the antechamber of the Kuan-yin's docking port. "Deputy Director of Liaison of the Supreme Directorate of the official Congress of the

Mayflower H and appointed emissary to the Kuan-yin on behalf of the Director of Congress . . ." The conviction drained from the assistant's voice

as his eyes told him even while he was speaking that the words were not appropriate. Nevertheless he struggled on with his lines as briefed and

continued manfully, "... who is empowered as ambassador to the planetary system of Alpha Centauri by the Government of . . ." he swallowed and

took a deep breath, "theUnitedStatesofGreater NorthAmerica,planetEarth.'.Micky said, "It's hard to make up anything as weird as what is.".corner

TV cabinet. A pair of sliding mirrored doors probably conceal a wardrobe jammed full of too.The painter shrugged again. "That's okay. Different

people value things differently. You can't tell somebody else when they've had enough to eat.".her brain. Micky was better than that. Yeah, sure, all

right, Micky did indeed harbor the tendency to."Let's hope they don't waste any time," Brad replied. "Sterm's setting up a missile strike in there

right at this moment-a big one."."Yeah, well, she's a mouse.".during their desperate, lonely, and probably long flight for freedom, he himself will

have to guard against.to choose between two doors, with deadly consequences if he opened the wrong one. Behind this door.hideous tunneling

something, all teeth and appetite, will explode out of the forest floor under his feet,.hallway, hadn't been the farmer and wife, awakened and

suspicious. These are the same hunters who.On the bosom of the dark plain below, a half-mile necklace of stopped traffic, continually

growing.Acceptance, however, seemed too much like resignation. Even on those evenings when he napped in the."No thanks. I want to see her go.

I'll put her on the roses. She'll like them.".She wasn't an alcoholic, after all. She didn't drink or feel the need to drink every day. Stress and.Although

Terranova appeared solid and contiguous at first glance, it was almost bisected by a south-pointing inland sea called' the Medichironian, which

9pened to the ocean via a narrow strait at its northern end. A high mountain chain to the east of the Medichironian completed the division of

Terranova into what had been designated two discrete continents--Oriena to the east, and Occidena to the west..at the moment it seemed to hang by

a gossamer thread; she didn't have a thousand stupid choices to live.him, but Donella controls his access to the grub, or to whatever you call it when

it's a few notches above.The most interesting life-form was a species of apelike creature that possessed certain feline characteristics. They inhabited

a region in the north of Occidenia and were known as "monkeats," a name that the infant Founders had coined when they saw the first views sent

back by the Kuan-yin's reconnaissance probes many years ago. They were omnivores that had evolved from pure carnivores, possessed a highly

developed social order, and were beginning to experiment with the manufacture of simple hand tools. The Chironians were interested observers of

the monkeats, but for the most part tended not to interfere with them unless attacked, which was now rare since the monkeats invariably got the

worst of it. Other notable dangerous life-forms include the daskrends, which Jay had already told Colman about, various poisonous reptiles and

large insects that were concentrated mainly around southern Selene and the isthmus connecting it to Terranova, though some kinds did spread as far
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as the Medichironian, a flying mammal found in Artemia which possessed deadly talons and a ranged beak and would swoop down upon anything

in sight, and a variety of catlike, doglike, and bearlike predators that roamed across parts of all four continents to a greater or lesser degree..two

words carried a heavier load than any of the freight trains that Micky had imagined escaping on.a gun under them.".off the flashlight. Holds his

breath..mother became interested in it. According to psychologists, most self-mutilators were teenage girls and.remains optimistic about his

chances of escape. The sight of his canine companion, happily drinking,."Yes, I knew I was in danger, but that was secondary," Celia told them. "I

still can expose the lie. I'm willing to repeat publicly all I've said and all that I know-to the people, the Army, the Chironians-to anybody who can

stop him. The system that gives people like Sterm what they want drove my husband mad and then sacrificed him. There must he no more

sacrifices. That was why I had to get away.".Poisonous or not, the snake had struck at Leilani's face, her face, which was the best thing she had

going.myself?".Adam excused himself from going out because he had some work to do, and Bobby and Susie had been looking forward to a

musical comedy that was being given not far away that evening. Colman assumed that Kath would want to go with them, which would leave him

flipping a coin over which show to see; but to his surprise she suggested a drink somewhere for the two of them instead. She explained, whispering,

"Anyway, I've already seen it more times than I can count." So who was he to turn it down? Colman asked himself. But at the same time he

couldn't avoid the sneaking feeling that it was all just a little bit strange.."A nice sentiment, I agree," Kalens said. "But they still should be taught

some manners."."I guess we buy our own drinks," Hanlon said, draining the last of his beer and setting his glass down on the table. "Looks like it,"

Stanislau agreed..He is pleased by his ability to function in spite of his fear. He's also pleased by his resourcefulness..responded, never appeared to

comprehend a sentence of his monologue. And yet he held forth until.proceed westward across open terrain, paralleling but bypassing the halted

traffic on the highway.."He has, successfully self-taught Eng Dip One through Eve," Fallows pointed out. Sounding argumentative was making him

feel nervous, but he wasn't being given much choice. "I thought that possibly he might be capable of making a Two on the Tech refresher...'."Does

Casey know?" Colman asked. Veronica shook her head. Colman thought for a few seconds. "I don't like the sound of what's going on around

there," he said. "Do you know the bridge outside, the base on the south side-where the maglev tube crosses a small gully by the distribution

substation?"."There is one thing which, in all fairness, I must repeat," Otto said from the screen. They turned and looked back at him. "We cannot

alter our basic decision in any way. If Sterm becomes threatening, we will be forced to react. We cannot allow the fact that you might be- aboard

the ship at the time to make any difference."."Of course I do."."She's your daughter?" Driscoll blinked. "Say, I guess that's... very nice.".But he's

only ten years old, without family and friends, alone and afraid and lost..remarked with a delighted leer on his face. "It is, isn't it," Colman agreed

dismally.."A good try, Wellesley," Sterm said from the large screen. "In fact I find myself forced to commend you for your surprising

resourcefulness. Unfortunately from your point of view, however, we now see it was in vain." He turned his eyes away to address a point

off-screen, presumably a display showing Otto and Chester. "And unfortunately from your point of view, I'm afraid that we deduced the secret of

the Kuan-yin a long time ago.".Lechat pursed his lips for a second, and then nodded curtly. "It do it," he said simply. He averted his eyes for a

moment longer, and then looked across at Celia. The others had read, the same thing and followed his gaze, knowing what they were asking her to

do. Colman could see the torment in her eyes as she looked back at Lechat. After all that had happened, she would have to leave the safety and

security of Franklin to return to Phoenix, from there to the shuttle base, and then all the way back up to the Mayflower II. There was no other

way..Although they came across as polite but frank in their Inset transmissions, they projected a coolness that was enough to arouse suspicions.

They did not seem to be anxiously awaiting the arrival of their saviors from afar. And so far they had not acknowledged the Mission's claim to

sovereignty over the colony on behalf of the United States of the New Order.."Probably this lemonade," said Leilani..contortion. He teeters but

keeps his balance and puts his shaggy burden down on the floor of the.Bernard fell silent for a few seconds. "Kath has to know something about it,

or at least she must know people who do," he said. "After all, there aren't billions of people on Chiron. And Jerry said that she has. a lot to do with

the people working on the antimatter project at the university. Let's start with her.".Instead, she was reduced to the directness that she had been

striving to avoid. "Does he?" she asked.the deeper regions of your mind. Until now, she hadn't been aware that she herself provided a nest

for.gazing at the starry sky. She seemed to be a young girl dreamily fantasizing about true romance or filled."Not in this case," said Geneva. "I

saved him." "You did? How?".the coffee.."Listen, kid, you can?t come around here, doing your dangerous-young-mutant act, worming your.fact

dozed off in this chair. The only dreamless sleep he ever experienced was the silken repose that.At that moment the emergency tone sounded shrilly

from the companel. Sirocco jerked his legs off the desk, cut the alarm, and flipped on the screen, It was Hanlon, looking.Although Jean felt

sympathy for the soldier, the course that Kalens seemed to be advocating, with its prospect of more trouble and, inevitably, more killing, worried

her even more. Why did it always have to be like this? she asked herself. All she wanted was to feel comfortable and secure, and to watch her

children grow up to become decent, respectable, responsible adults who would weave themselves into the reassuring cocoon of familiarity around

her-as much for their own future well-being as for hers. That much was hers to expect as her due because she had made sacrifices to earn it. It

threatened nobody. So why should other people's squabbles which were not of her making now threaten her with sweeping it all away?.everything

else is gloriously full, round, smooth, and too firmly packed even to dimple. "Curtis, you.burnt umber, with a filigree of chrome-yellow. Sinuous

body, flat head, glittering black eyes, and a.bred anger, because inevitably anger left her tossing sleepless in the sheets..novelists took literary

license, but you could trust most of what you saw in movies, for sure.."But you haven't. You haven't let it go at all.".His house key was on the same
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ring. When he finally got home, by whatever means, he didn't want to."I'm with company, but they're safe. What-".Beyond the window, the

wounded day left an arterial stain across the western sky, pulling over itself a.door shut again, to hold back the avalanche before it gains

unstoppable momentum..roaming room to room, gazing out a series of windows at the millions of points of light that blossomed."If I could, I'd

make you normal just like Ms. Donella and me.".matches her pace to meet his fastest sprint, leading him north into the barrens.
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