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"Leave the mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and estrange him from
His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ... ?" [And he
repeated the following line:].Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewest that for
love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..Now the king, who had plundered Abou Sabir['s goods]
and driven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and the latter took horse against him and overcame him and captured his [capital] city; wherefore
he addressed himself to flight and came to Abou Sabir's city, craving protection of him and seeking that he should succour him. He knew not that
the king of the city was the headman whom he had despoiled; so he presented himself before him and made complaint to him; but Abou Sabir
knew him and said to him, 'This is somewhat of the issue of patience. God the Most High hath given me power over thee.' Then he bade his guards
plunder the [unjust] king and his attendants; so they plundered them and stripping them of their clothes, put them forth of his country. When Abou
Sabir's troops saw this, they marvelled and said, 'What is this deed that the king doth? There cometh a king to him, craving protection, and he
despoileth him! This is not of the fashion of kings.' But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged
into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,.Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the
Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.Hejjaj (El) and
the Three Young Men, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and woe..After this came the
horseman, who had taken Abou Sabir's wife, and complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself, avouching that
she was his wife. The king bade bring her before him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came with
her before him, and when the king saw her, he knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he became aware of the
troops, that they murmured against him and spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by God
the Great, I am not the king's brother! Nay, I am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used every day to taunt me
therewith. Ye think that I am the king's brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my patience. As for the king
who sought protection of me and I despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth of my
native land and banished me, without due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of lawful vengeance. As
for the thieves who proffered repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul [dealing] and waylaid
me by the road and despoiled me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye deemed slaves, are my
very sons; so I avenged myself on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As for the horseman whom I
slew, the woman I took from him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to me]; so this was my right, and
my deed that I have done was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by way of tyranny.' When the folk
heard this, they marvelled and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding affection and excused themselves to
him, marvelling at that which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering and his patience and
how he had raised himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down the [late] king from
the throne into the pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of patience and its
sweetness and the fruit of haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like wise, O king,"
continued the young treasurer, "it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion of the noble,
and it is the chiefest of their reliance, especially for kings.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee
to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dcccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty,
may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..There was once a king of the kings, by name
Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and was straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest the
kingship go forth of his hand. He ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of them conceived,
whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the girl's months were accomplished and the season of her
delivery drew near, the king summoned the astrologers and they watched for the hour of her child-bearing and raised astrolabes [towards the sun]
and took strait note of the time. The damsel gave birth to a male child, whereat the king rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the people heartened
each other with the glad news of this..? ? ? ? ? v. The Sharpers with the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.78. The Water-Carrier and the
Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.?
? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..93. The Ignorant Man who
set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate stoops
to no control..Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God
the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who
hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them of
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their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims
was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old
woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her
[and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..After this, news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them
and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the
way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him, and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the
two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him
wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir,
however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them
with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him
a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth
them!'.Then she was silent, and when the king heard her speech and profited by that which she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and
cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself,
"Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself
[for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the
perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose from his session
and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister Dinarzad..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.Then the Khalif
summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.(continued)..?
? ? ? ? Yet with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou didst requite.Now there was before us a high
mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell off into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202)
of the mountain and broke in sunder; whereupon the captain came down [from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one
another and look yourselves out graves from to-day, for we have fallen into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never yet hath
any been cast away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took
leave of friend and sore was the mourning and lamentation; for that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who
were in the ship landed on the skirt of the mountain and found themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count
or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there] and whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon
one another, and goods without number and riches past count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to
God] and repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..Therewithal he ordered her a
handsome house and bade furnish it with carpets and other furniture and vessels of choice and commanded that all she needed should be given her.
This was done during the rest of the day, and when the night came, she despatched the eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch
Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So the young man donned the clothes and mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in luxury and
delight a full-told month, what while she solaced him with four things, to wit, the eating of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying upon
brocade and the entering the bath after copulation. Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day; nor
was the appointed time accomplished ere his beauty returned to him and his goodliness; nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment
to all who looked on him..Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever
near,.?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.Woman (The Old), the Merchant and the King, i.
265..[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of
gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him,
"Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the
concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and
discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know
of her and I will contrive the trick.".'A great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of
considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As
for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a
parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the
water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on
thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his
bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he
loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said
to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place,
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but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him
found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess,
"And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the
adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander
of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be
assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon
Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..56. El Mutawekkil and his
Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..Viziers, Story of
King Dadbin and his. i. 104..? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is:
it seeketh me to slay..Now this present was a cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight
and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth
shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a
slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the
merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set out, with that which was entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from
island to island and from country to country, till we came to Baghdad, when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..The
eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By
Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El
Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us
the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths, who have halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King
El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is
[four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and when she heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his
case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain them..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the
Wild Ass dcccciv.? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer,
come what will..O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..Then she drank three cups and filling the old man other three, sang the following
verses:.Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste
my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..Ishac stared at her and seizing her hand, said to her, 'Know
that I am bound by an oath that, when the singing of a damsel pleaseth me, she shall not make an end of her song but before the Commander of the
Faithful. But now tell me, how came it that thou abodest with the slave-dealer five months and wast not sold to any, and thou of this skill, more by
token that the price set on thee was no great matter?'.There was once of old time a foolish, ignorant man, who had wealth galore, and his wife was a
fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used to watch for her husband's absence and come to her, and on this wise he abode a long
while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if thou desire me and love me, give me
possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's presence; else will I never again come to thee nor draw near thee, what while I
abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could not brook his separation an hour nor could endure to vex him; so, when she
heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he not live who would vex thee!' Quoth he,
'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of this..Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 203..So they ate and Tuhfeh
looked at the two kings, who had not changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that other like unto
him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my father Es Shisban and the other
is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom
thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear lest thou be disquieted and
for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at
them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh
laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What
is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he
laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing thunder..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's
Story dccccxxxix.Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that He would establish her innocence in the eyes of
her husband and the folk. So He sent down upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none knew a remedy for him; wherefore he said to his
brother, ' In such a city is a pious woman, a recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou carry me to her, that she may pray for me and God (to
whom belong might and majesty) may make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with him, till they came to the
village where dwelt the old man, who had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she
recovered]..So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her down on the ground, left her and went away, marvelling at her.
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After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered
he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart clave to her and he
mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the
description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt
thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying,
'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and devote myself to God's service and thine and worship
Him with thee.'.? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.? ? ? ? ? Then spare me, by Him who vouchsafed thee the kingship;
For a gift in this world is the regal estate..The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to
thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the
sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no
knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face
be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say
thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money
may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent
again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber,
and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy
saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say thus.".? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands
and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love win ever free from pain!.? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays me;
Hidden are my traces from the wise men's sight,.83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her
face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of
Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and
great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken
shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with
heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions],
seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow
come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself..Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and his wife stayed not in their flight till
they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented themselves to him, he entreated them with
honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So he gave him a great army and wealth galore and he
abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out for his own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend
and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city and sat down on the throne of his kingship; and
whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to the mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but
they returned and informed the king that they had not found him..FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O
elder, hast thou aught of food?" And he answered, "O my lady, I have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for
me, I will have nought but roast lamb and broths and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with [pounded nuts and
almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady," replied the Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord
Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31) She laughed and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper."
So he brought her what she sought and she wrote a letter and gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and
enquire for such an one the money-changer and give him this my letter.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as
was Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.When the king heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to
leave haste in an affair whereof he was not assured; so he comforted him and bade him withdraw to his lodging..55. The Poor Man and his
Generous Friend dcxliii.Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother
and the reason of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so
she may pray for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for
sickness and we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and
behold, I will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the
dwelling of the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..109. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover
ccccxxiv.A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook
himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to
marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.'
The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy
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desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise;
so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if for love of such a fair I'm sped?.? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for love of
thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, ii. 236..Then said the king, "Hast thou a need
we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding beholden to thee for that which thou didst in the matter of Hudheifeh and his folk."
And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars and said
to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves! of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will give thee slaves and
servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then he put his hand to his poke
and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies, whose value none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O king, God cause
thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two caskets, even as I have
accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets and El Abbas took his leave and went away to the bazaar..Then she folded the letter and
giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the
prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons,
clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand
to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it
open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper,
wrote the following verses:.133. The City of Brass dlxvi.? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and
many a baggage-train;.60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.? ? ? ? ? Indeed,
your long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God I were a servant in waiting at your door!.The Seventh Day..With this the king's
wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom
raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".Then she went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought his
leave to go with the old woman and he granted her leave. So the beldam took her and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered with her,
unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house and chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came
the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her, to kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he
saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof from her and left her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink, and as
often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in affright, wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her consent,
and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she only redoubled in aversion to him..51. The Thief and the Money-changer
dcv.Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray,
wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh,
sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for
loss of friends is troubled aye..As for the vizier, the sultan discovereth unto him his affairs, private and public; and know, O king, that the
similitude of thee with the people is that of the physician with the sick man; and the condition (169) of the vizier is that he be truthful in his
sayings, trustworthy in all his relations, abounding in compassion for the folk and in tender solicitude over them. Indeed, it is said, O king, that
good troops (170) are like the druggist; if his perfumes reach thee not, thou still smallest the sweet scent of them; and ill troops are like the
black-smith; if his sparks burn thee not, thou smellest his nauseous smell. So it behoveth thee take unto thyself a virtuous vizier, a man of good
counsel, even as thou takest unto thee a wife displayed before thy face, for that thou hast need of the man's righteousness for thine own amendment,
(171) seeing that, if thou do righteously, the commons will do likewise, and if thou do evil, they also will do evil.".? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she
shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted,
recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou
goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered
him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know
that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which
I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not
an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..Now she was righteous in all her dealings
and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he
returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt
perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb
from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding
despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's
wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her
therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left her..When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his
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affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that
indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the
thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death.
As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the
sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength,
said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the
water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80..My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95..? ? ? ? ? i.
The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful!
(182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of
wonderment..? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what leach can make it
whole?.? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he
brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..Then
the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after
the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their
brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..Now the king was a very old man and destiny
decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people and of the
king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us with
yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without questioning her of aught;
whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they,
'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!'
answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought
her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent
after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they
came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also
present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166)
when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and
of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of
the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a
slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee
to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good:
else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.Then I sang and the captain said, "It is good," Quoth
I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of the world!" But his comrades said to
him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not going forth." And I said, "I am content to
submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He shook his head and drank, then arose and
went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I
winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth, unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor
did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I, "Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he
said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us with the grass, (137)
wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs,
acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he
will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled together to
Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that
they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their
design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?" And she answered, saying,
"Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other.
Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and
made himself king..88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless
wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..When in
the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..Accordingly, Ishac bade admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the
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Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace be upon thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum of the people
of the faith and reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain the treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He
hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that of thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel!
Sit.' So she sat down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that the
Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were confounded and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails still rageth, concealed; A moon, in the hearts of the folk he riseth, and not in the
sky..7. Story of the Hunchback ci.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she
wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she
took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it
disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from
under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently,
up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were
removed and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to
Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that
languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..? ? ? ? ? b.
Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in the night, let bring the youth
and the eunuch. Then he examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the place
had healed up and it was like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had
delivered the prince from all these perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought
deliberately and had not made haste to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the youth," continued the young treasurer,
"he was not saved but because his term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a deferred term, which I shall attain, and a
period which I shall accomplish, and I trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over these wicked viziers.".Ten Viziers, The, i.
61.The king marvelled at this and at his dealing and contrivance and invested him with [the control of] all his affairs and of his kingdom and the
land abode [under his governance] and he said to him, 'Take and people.' (244) One day, the tither went out and saw an old man, a woodcutter, and
with him wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem tithe for thy load.' Quoth the old man, 'Behold, thou killest me and killest my family.' 'What
[meanest thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?' And the other answered, 'If thou suffer me enter the city, I shall sell the wood there for three
dirhems, whereof I will give thee one and buy with the other two what will support my family; but, if thou press me for the tithe without the city,
the load will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it and I shall abide without food, I and my family. Indeed, thou and I in this circumstance
are like unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!' ['How so?' asked the tither, and the woodcutter said], 'Know that.? ? ? ? ? When I recall the
season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..There was once a king of the kings of the earth, who
dwelt in a populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he ruined (237) the city; and he was
named none other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in another land, to send after him and
tempt him with money to take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in oppression of the people and
foulness of dealing. So the king sent after him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and said to him, 'Thou hast been
praised to me, but meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I may be dispensed therewith
from [enquiring into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and people (240) the
land, whilst other than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'.Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin,
ii. 117..A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he
said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with
us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their
talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to
me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he
me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me,
without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus
between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..When Er Reshid drew near the door of the
chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for excess
of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door. However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself,
opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming
to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him
to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the
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excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..THE TWO KINGS
AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou
shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they,
"or live, that we may hope again thy sight?".? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour
ccv.Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He
opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This
fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang
up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my
dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the woman in another..The Eleventh Day..93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil
dclxxxiii.So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the
grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not
over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the
dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard
this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if
I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'
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