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THE AGE OF FABLE OR BEAUTIES OF MYTHOLOGY
When she had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more

extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have brought with me.'

So he looked and saw riches such as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones

and great pearls and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that

which Queen Es Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither

Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the

crown, that was on the head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off

upon her, and the trays wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which

the tongue availeth not to describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..So he took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and

binding it about his middle, entered the city and gave not over going round about its streets and markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with

those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till the day was half spent, when he resolved to return to his sister and said in himself,

'Needs must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was

clean [of person], though odious in his [means of getting a] living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls

and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he

desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the price of his wares, after the fullest fashion..So Es Shisban drank off

the cup in his turn and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl,

fringed with great pearls and rubies and broidered with precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder

took the cup and fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh. Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this

pomegranate-flower, O queen of men and Jinn; for indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she

improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? x. The King and his Chamberlain's Wife dccccxvii.When this came to the king's knowledge, he

despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head

with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned

herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God the Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night

with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him

forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..Some misconception seems to exist as to the story

of Seif dhoul Yezen, a fragment of which was translated by Dr. Habicht and included, with a number of tales from the Breslau Text, in the

fourteenth Vol. of the extraordinary gallimaufry published by him in 1824-5 as a complete translation of the 1001 Nights (224) and it has, under the

mistaken impression that this long but interesting Romance forms part of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night, been suggested that a

complete translation of it should be included in the present publication. The Romance in question does not, however, in any way, belong to my

original and forms no part of the Breslau Text, as will be at once apparent from an examination of the Table of Contents of the latter (see post, p.

261), by which all the Nights are accounted for. Dr. Habicht himself tells us, in his preface to the first Vol. of the Arabic Text, that he found the

fragment (undivided into Nights) at the end of the fifth Volume of his MS., into which other detached tales, having no connection with the Nights,

appear to have also found their way. This being the case, it is evident that the Romance of Seif dhoul Yezen in no way comes within the scope of

the present work and would (apart from the fact that its length would far overpass my limits) be a manifestly improper addition to it. It is, however,

possible that, should I come across a suitable text of the work, I may make it the subject of a separate publication; but this is, of course, a matter for

future consideration..Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and

his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he

swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and

that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed

by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning.

Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..When the king heard this story, he

deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my

vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and

abode in his house all that day..When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who

presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.When they knew that there was left him

no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's

heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need

of that which he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt
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purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and

there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made

use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God

is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set

down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in

twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he

lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and

insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished

him and put him away..The Fifth Night of the Month.?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..So the old man put his head forth of the window and

called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel,

he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they

embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled

forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How

should I not be confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and

they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is

to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go

forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if

otherwise, do thou flee.".The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he

turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us

and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the

king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what

while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with

him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.Two months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the

Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi,

whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him

as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in company

[on the occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I

would never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well

done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long

continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this

is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her

forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before

Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred

thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before

the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and

divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following

verses:.There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the

exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the

fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir

was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with

his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour

and greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates

and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those

who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the

police of the town.'.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and

kindnesses kindness entail..When she had made an end of her verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to

Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang thereto four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first

mode and sang the following verses:.Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his

foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by

Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against
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morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and

delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he

respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances

of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So

he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death..So, on the morrow, she made her ready

and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with

henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace,

followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and

demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with

him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered,

"No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any one that he should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his

Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and

the king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of

his wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were

present about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they

should keep guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between

them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God

the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him

who had reunited him with his family..Conclusion.Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at

this sight and was confounded at this that he beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me

know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided

her] first and last, from the time when she first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the

draught-house; and she told him of the horse she had ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace

and that which was therein of furniture, and related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and

women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King

Es Shisban, and that which each one of them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to

him his loathly favour, which he had not consented to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women,

and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become

ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had

betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her

news of the Commander of the Faithful and that which had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her

pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and

how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours

among the Jinn..Ninth Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..Hind and his Vizier, The King of, ii. 105..When those who were present heard this, they kissed

the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and for the damsel Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the

session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the

vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after

his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the

goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares

and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..? ? ? ? ? My heart

will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be..When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of

his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him

never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former]

craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".One day, as he

went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed him and there betided

him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her of foregathering and companionship. She

consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and grieved for that

which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But he was ashamed

to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting about for an

excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the farther end,
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a door, whereon was a padlock..When the king heard his viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to

the king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou

beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch the

headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the

youth, "O king, consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there

may fall to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the

young man, "how shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I

fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of the malice of his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked

Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he

awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls

till his mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O

Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth

she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and

said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly

betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.? ? ? ? ?

Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his

Viziers cccclv.As the version of the sixth and seventh voyages of Sindbad the Sailor contained in (197) the Calcutta Edition (1814-18) of the first

two hundred Nights and in the text of the Voyages published by M. Langles (Paris, 1814) differs very materially from that of the complete Calcutta

(1839-42) Edition (198) (which is, in this case, practically identical with those of Boulac and Breslau), adopted by me as my standard text in the

translation of "The Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," the story of the seventh voyage in particular turning upon an altogether different

set of incidents, related nearly as in the old version of M. Galland, I now give a translation of the text of the two voyages in question afforded by

the Calcutta (1814-18) Edition, corrected and completed by collation with that of M. Langles, from which it differs only in being slightly less full.

It will be observed that in this version of the story the name Sindbad is reserved for the Sailor, the porter being called Hindbad.."There was once a

man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he

knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in

my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with

one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became

at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower

and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while

have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a

profit.'.? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).Then she

turned to the old man who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9)

and they all departed from her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and

gave him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled

them to invest him with the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over them. They fell in with her of this and he became

king and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and abode with her husband on such wise as she was

with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the

journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, I keep

the tryst agreed..Looking to the Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80..?THE THIEF'S STORY..They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii.

239..The kings and all those who were present rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and kissing her

hand, said to her, 'There abideth but little of the night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the wedding (203)

and the circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the garden for the

rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and carried her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale and mocking-bird

and ringdove and curlew (204) and other than these of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were of gold and silver

and the water thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the Garden of Eden.

(206).Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and

bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off

with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath

been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all

honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou
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shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".Then she walked in the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of

continence, never saw mortal nor heard of a goodlier than it [So she entered] and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than

that whereof it hath been spoken, and the cisterns thereof were full of rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of

God! Indeed, this (210) is none other than a mighty king.' Then she put off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest

fashion, (211) and prayed that which was due from her of prayer from the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of

the garden and she saw the wonders thereof, with that which was therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she

marvelled at what she saw of the surpassing goodliness of its ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid

and pondering what was come of him after her. Her tears ran down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till

she felt a breath on her cheek, whereupon she awoke in affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to

her, 'Arise, for the sun hath set.'.Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging

[of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its

purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in

thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do

thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me

with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will

answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for

inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.One day, there came a traveller and seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My

brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my

lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the country,

and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When

the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and

nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the King of Hind and he also heard of

him..75 El Fezl ben Rebiya (233) and the Old Bedouin dclx.94. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the

Sexes dclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xl.Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.One day, he

went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was

fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature

and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his

food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might

be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his

looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth

a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.103. The

Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.? ? ? ? ? Thy loss is

the fairest of all my heart's woes; My case it hath altered and banished repose..? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds

dxcii.The Fifth Day.? ? ? ? ? From mine own land, to visit thee, I came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that

spread..155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was

lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter

reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before himself, said to

him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst

not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had

repented.'.Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it;

after which she drank a second and a third. Then she filled the cup a fourth time and handed it to the old man, but he would not accept it from her.

However, she conjured him, by her own head and that of the Commander of the Faithful, that he should take it from her, till he took the cup from

her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but she conjured him by her life to smell it. So he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest

thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him, by the life of the Commander of the Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and

she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess of the fair," said he, "this is none other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not

our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we

will drink it in this world and the world to come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed

thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took from her another and another, till he became drunken and his talk waxed great and his prate..?

? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewest that for love of

thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? Thy letter
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reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..Rehwan (Er), King Shah

Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he saw

the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came

to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What

is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which

the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless,

this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..The folk took compassion

on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle

Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital,

and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a

company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth

accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King

Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou

with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.'

Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of

kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,'

answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had

done and the affair was grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek

pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves

in supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of

the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented

and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that

palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her,

by reason of the excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to

whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day

resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing

through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the

thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go?

Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against

their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came

without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he

caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom

the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me

relent and bid my tears be dried..There was once a king of the kings, by name Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased themselves and did obedience;

but he had no son and was straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest the kingship go forth of his hand. He ceased not vehemently to desire a

son and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of them conceived, whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and gave gifts and largesse

galore. When the girl's months were accomplished and the season of her delivery drew near, the king summoned the astrologers and they watched

for the hour of her child-bearing and raised astrolabes [towards the sun] and took strait note of the time. The damsel gave birth to a male child,

whereat the king rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the people heartened each other with the glad news of this..So he abode in this employ, till he

had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied

altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take

of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure

of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take

[of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though

thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I

have done a foul thing in that I look it without his leave.'.God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my

passion and desire and love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID.

(161).? ? ? ? ? And left me all forlorn, to pine for languishment,.When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to

them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was

this dog that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and
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her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he

found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen

Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.? ? ? ? ?

Great in delight, beloved mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..Now I was drunken and my clothes

were drenched with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I met a thief. When he saw me, he knew me and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!"

"Well?" answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So I acquainted him with the case and he took the head from me. Then we

went on till we came to the river, where he washed the head and considering it straitly, said, "By Allah, this is my brother, my father's son. and he

used to spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the river. As for me, I was like a dead man [for fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not

neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet

reproach our gladness may abate.".Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the

Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44)

as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling

and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so

[why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure

forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars,

bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..? ? ? ? ? But for the spying of the eyes

[ill-omened,] we had seen Wild cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..73. The Woman's Trick against her Husband dclviii.Now it

befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah

Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit,

whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the

bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one

of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..The Eight Night of the

Month.The company marvelled at this story and the tenth officer came forward and said, 'As for me, there befell me that which was yet more

extraordinary than all this.' Quoth El Melik ez Zahir, 'What was that?' And he said,.? ? ? ? ? I supplicate Him, who parted us and doomed Our

separation, that we may meet again..64. Tht Vizier of Yemen and his young Brother ccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.Indeed,

thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and

rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs

of the realm, for that which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand

dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not

entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against

he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on

this wise he abode awhile..Benou Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the, i. 203..Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii.

46..85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third

Brother xxxii."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot

that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul

hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came

to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and]

sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and

Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..?SINDBAD THE SAILOR

AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the

story of the wealthy man who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness

dccccvii.? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..So El Merouzi went away and the

other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never

be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money;

and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and

tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou

dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou

wilt.'.? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation seared, And from mine eyelids still the tears poured down without

relent..Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou counsellest well," and locking up his shop, betook himself to the place before the citadel, where he foregathered

with the drummers and pipers and instructed them how they should do, [even as his mistress had counselled him,] promising them a handsome
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reward. So they answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and on the morrow, after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to the presence of

the Cadi, who received him with obsequious courtesy and seated him beside himself. Then he turned to him and fell to conversing with him and

questioning him of matters of selling and buying and of the price current of the various commodities that were exported to Baghdad from all parts,

whilst Alaeddin replied to him of all whereof he asked him..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? O'erbold art thou in that to

me, a stranger, thou hast sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and miscontent..Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and

she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth a

skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time and have shown him passages

(234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one and this

is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do

what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and

showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon,

[sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made

manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and

foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had

fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his

slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself

before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw

him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt

el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded

to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred,

intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his

native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the

goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we

sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy

slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him

of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings and trappings of gold set with

jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa

and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and flax mingled and a goblet of

glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a lion and before him an archer

kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be peace; and the contents of the letter were as

follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath vouchsafed the rank of the noble and

exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein and have sent thee the book [called]

"The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its excellence will be established in

thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other kingly presents; (219) so do thou

favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el

Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and

signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the

sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of shape

and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute

and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and

had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was

edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth

Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were

responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and

the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not,

however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of

my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition,

which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain

Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation

and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE
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"TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter

and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and

paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..?

? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting

Slave-girl dcli.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow,

so we may look into his affair."
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