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Then he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king," answered they, "there abideth no
excuse for us and our sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it hath reverted upon us, and we
plotted mischief against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves therein." So the king bade hoist up the
viziers upon the gibbets and crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then Azadbekht and his wife and son abode
in joyance and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living
One, who dieth not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..When the old man heard her words and that
wherewith she menaced him, he arose and went out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his
neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not
to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun
er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink
thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the
Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine, and whenas they eat and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which
case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit
her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In
the name of God," answered the Jew and going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This
pleased her and she said to him, "Whence hadst thou this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee
and he gave me this.".? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing-Girl dccccxc.Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i.
215..Then, when he rode to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon he
ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous dresses of
honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three hundred head of sheep,
together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit
fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of honour upon
great and small, each after the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..14. The Mouse and the Weasel cl.The folk
marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous
thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..15. The Cat and the Crow cl.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It
winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink of her
cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of the fires that my heart devour..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.With
this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I
will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and
swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the
prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on
thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down
my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark
place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and
said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down
in a swoon..They abode thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup and
gave him to drink and plied him with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with his
head in her hand, what while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I know
not," answered I; and she said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her clothes,
took a knife and cut the dead man's body in pieces, which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".I marvel for that to
my love I see thee now incline, iii. 112..As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and
excused himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship
with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his
secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and
told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend
to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's
servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me great
store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but he granted it not to me save
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after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my own country and having no desire for
travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over a certain tract of the sea, there
came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and daggers and bows and arrows, and
surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying those who made head against them,
and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a low price. A rich man bought me
and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was comforted and I was somewhat
restored..When Aamir heard his lord's verses, he knew that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in Baghdad.
Then they fared on night and day, traversing plains and stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs (66) and
lay the night there. When they arose in the morning, they removed to the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three days..? ?
? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their
trail..44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..The company
marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,'
answered the officer, 'They avouch that.? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my loved ones' loss I rent my heart for dole,.? ? ? ? ? To me your rigour love-delight,
your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king
of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise,
understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty.
The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of
time..When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from
yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account?
Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon
Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the
accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her
bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.Quoth the Khalif, "God grant thee that thou seekest! Let us drink
one last cup and rise before the dawn draw near, and to-morrow night I will be with thee again." "Far be it!" said Aboulhusn. Then the Khalif filled
a cup and putting therein a piece of Cretan henbane, gave it to his host and said to him, "My life on thee, O my brother, drink this cup from my
hand!" "Ay, by thy life," answered Aboulhusn, "I will drink it from thy hand." So he took it and drank it off; but hardly had he done so, when his
head forewent his feet and he fell to the ground like a slain man; whereupon the Khalif went out and said to his servant Mesrour, "Go in to yonder
young man, the master of the house, and take him up and bring him to me at the palace; and when thou goest out, shut the door.".? ? ? ? ? And high
is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..25. The City of Brass
cccclxxxvii.Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your city and
the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good offices
and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite thee for
me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of assurance."
And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the city; for, if
they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came
to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my tears; despair gat hold upon
my soul And needs mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep forbear..? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill,
By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.116. The Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters M.14. Khelif the Fisherman
(227) cccxxi.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..'Thou liest, O
accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his
breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that
this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from
beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which
they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her
sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his
wife and children..El Abbas went in and passed from place to place and chamber to chamber, till he came to the chamber aforesaid and espied the
portrait of Mariyeh, whereupon he fell down in a swoon and the workmen went to his father and said to him, "Thy son El Abbas hath swooned
away." So the king came and finding the prince cast down, seated himself at his head and bathed his face with rose-water. After awhile he revived
and the king said to him, "God keep thee, (60) O my son! What hath befallen thee?" "O my father," answered the prince, "I did but look on yonder
picture and it bequeathed me a thousand regrets and there befell me that which thou seest." Therewithal the king bade fetch the [chief] painter, and
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when he stood before him, he said to him, "Tell me of yonder portrait and what girl is this of the daughters of the kings; else will I take thy head."
"By Allah, O king," answered the painter, "I limned it not, neither know I who she is; but there came to me a poor man and looked at me. So I said
to him, 'Knowest thou the art of painting?' And he replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave him the gear and said to him, 'Make us a rare piece of work.' So
he wrought yonder portrait and went away and I know him not neither have I ever set eyes on him save that day.".Presently a villager passed by
[the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her,
he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite
prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's
house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been
stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old
man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him
to this and that he was her lover from the city. The news was bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old
man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that
which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As
for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he
erred;' and he released him..King Shehriyar marvelled at these things and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the
part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the Chosroes before thee what was more grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have
set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings and others than they with their women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth
tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is sufficiency for the man of understanding and admonishment for the wise.".As for his mother,
Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was
troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with
her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and
said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot
speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be
possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been
spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my
son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?'
'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.Now, as destiny would have it,
a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls, like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the
broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant
and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where
are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.'
When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief
of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.And
indeed, O my brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused together, I and thou, it was as if the Devil came to me and troubled me that
night." "And who is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other than thou," answered Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting
down by him, coaxed him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when I went out from thee, I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and
belike Satan came in to thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which hath betided me. What possessed thee to leave the door open, so that
the Devil came in to me and there befell me with him this and that?" And he related to him all that had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is
no advantage in the repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his laughter..? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my
colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of my charms might have sight..? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails still
rageth, concealed; A moon, in the hearts of the folk he riseth, and not in the sky..Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i. 230..? ? ? ? ?
He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to despair..78.
The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant
and his Sons ccccxliv.One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac
the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and disguised
himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and
they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they came to the
gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168)
of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and
deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of
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her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath
spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before
me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief
and woes abide?.Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou
refuge sought'st with God incontinent." (119).? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse
dcix.The Eighteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not to be endured of
mountain nor of plain..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly
sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story xxvii.Haroun er Reshid and the
Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..The season of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..A certain
wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man
and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my
daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was
instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I
find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.? ? ? ? ? Peace on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once
more! So should our hearts be eased and eyes no longer sore..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..? ? ? ? ? Yet, an thou wilt
vouchsafe thy favours unto me, My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken
service with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts.
As fate would have it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the
coming of the ship], she said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire
of him.' So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the
evening..? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in
mountain and vale.."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and
forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my
soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and
came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out
and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..? ? ? ? ? I supplicate Him, who parted us
and doomed Our separation, that we may meet again..By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..As for the merchant, he
bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and
sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual.
The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw
a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready
food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk
and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach
therein..? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..Fuller
and his Wife, The, i. 261..? ? ? ? ? But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So let the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's
content..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..Then said the
prince to him, 'Make ready to go with me to my country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his father's
kingdom, where the people received him with the utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to meet
him and they entreated the goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to the
country of the fair one, the daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain.
The goldsmith buried him and marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's
death..89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.She laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho,
Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead,
what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest
have known that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This
is an old man without understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..? ? ? ? ? Yea,
passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart to solace still it wrought..One of the good-for-noughts found himself one
day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the sun
burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he
came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and
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sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So
the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of
kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought] and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the
cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should
do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon everything in the shop..The Eleventh Day.."By
Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ...
" [And he recited as follows:].Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou
Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer
himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the
slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell
down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full
moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with
comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not,
[and was] even as saith of her the poet:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..26. Nimeh
ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl di.When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair
of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be
estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and
bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was
troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world."
Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the
issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was
Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the
presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning
upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with
her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion]
Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve
my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth
my soul, the love of whom Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of
Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of
Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57)
whereupon the folk made way for him and the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head
bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit
relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with
him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he
looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of
the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause of this?".? ? ? ? ? And if a creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this
of all that breathe were surely first and sole..So Abdulmelik went away to his house, whither he found that the money had foregone him, and on the
morrow Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and acquainted him with what had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor
of Egypt and had promised him his daughter in marriage. Er Reshid approved of this and confirmed the appointment and the marriage. [Then he
sent for the young man] and he went not forth of the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of investiture with the government] of Egypt;
and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses and drew up the contract of marriage..As for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High,
relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty
of men's bones there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he
marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in
his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his
fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the gold.".? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the
Folk (235) M.?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE..The Seventeenth Night of the Month..Then said she to him,
"O my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted him
with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O
my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company]
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and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the city, making proclamation
before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on them their
lives!' and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out
and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of the Faithful? It was I who
commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them and who sent thee the
hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would
make me out a dotard.".?OF TRUST IN GOD..The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the
mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the
victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait
[channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon
the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew
neither little nor much..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them
whilere!.? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have drunken whilere..Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire
flames in my liver are, iii. 111.? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story xxviii.So she hastened to admit the eunuch, who entered; and when he saw
the Commander of the Faithful, he saluted not neither kissed the earth, but said, 'Quick, quick! Arise in haste! My lady Tuhfeh sitteth in her
chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see all that I say to thee! Hasten! She sitteth [in her chamber].' The Khalif was amazed at
his speech and said to him, 'What sayst thou?' 'Didst thou not hear the first of the speech?' replied the eunuch. 'Tuhfeh sitteth in the
sleeping-chamber, singing and playing the lute. Come thy quickliest! Hasten!' So Er Reshid arose and donned his clothes; but he credited not the
eunuch's words and said to him, 'Out on thee! What is this thou sayst? Hast thou not seen this in a dream?' 'By Allah,' answered the eunuch, 'I know
not what thou sayest, and I was not asleep.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'If thy speech be true, it shall be for thy good luck, for I will enfranchise thee and give
thee a thousand dinars; but, if it be untrue and thou have seen this in sleep, I will crucify thee.' And the eunuch said in himself, 'O Protector, (250)
let me not have seen this in Sleep!' Then he left the Khalif and going to the chamber-door, heard the sound of singing and lute-playing; whereupon
he returned to Er Reshid and said to him, 'Go and hearken and see who is asleep.'.Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..The Merciful dyed me with that
which I wear, ii. 245..Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou
been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate.
Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was
comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance
till a third part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and
the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her
farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my
master,' and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause
me languish; yet, if he would but hear,.? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare and leave your land behind; So take your leave of us nor fear
mishap or ill event..17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there came up to me a young
man, with a chain about his neck and with him a trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!" (147)
and he looked at me a long while and said, "That which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or what
not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such a night, when thou
fellest into peril and the thieves would have stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my master who reared
me.' So was I the cause of thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house,
brought him that which God the Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my story.'.? ? ? ? ? Sure God shall yet, in pity,
reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me with loneness after thee..? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the
bondman of love win ever free from pain!.Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain), iii. 81..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the
Sailor cclxiii.Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the
king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with
their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first
and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no
fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries;
wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O
my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy
slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.67.
Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath ccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou
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saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy
deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond,
that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.'
However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he
wept and recited the following verses:.When the news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway
took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it
was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas
his due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had
halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing
horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the
great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by
this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..[When the appointed day arrived], I arose
and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the]
morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth
he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to
drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to
me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive the trick."."There was
once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never
forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot
that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then
said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me,
in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work
[for which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore,
and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the
servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my
cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.After this came the horseman, who had taken Abou Sabir's wife, and
complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself, avouching that she was his wife. The king bade bring her before
him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came with her before him, and when the king saw her, he
knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he became aware of the troops, that they murmured against him and
spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by God the Great, I am not the king's brother! Nay, I
am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used every day to taunt me therewith. Ye think that I am the king's
brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my patience. As for the king who sought protection of me and I
despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth of my native land and banished me, without
due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of lawful vengeance. As for the thieves who proffered
repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul [dealing] and waylaid me by the road and despoiled
me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye deemed slaves, are my very sons; so I avenged myself
on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As for the horseman whom I slew, the woman I took from
him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to me]; so this was my right, and my deed that I have done
was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by way of tyranny.' When the folk heard this, they marvelled
and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding affection and excused themselves to him, marvelling at that
which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering and his patience and how he had raised
himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down the [late] king from the throne into the
pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of patience and its sweetness and the fruit of
haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer,
"it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion of the noble, and it is the chiefest of their
reliance, especially for kings.".? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst vouchsafe to favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine image 'twere
that visited my bed.
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