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nearest was open. I looked in. A large, broad-shouldered man looked in from the opposite side..To them, the Old Powers are abominable. And

women's powers are suspect, because they suppose them.going to make me learn all his kind of stuff, after I got my name. But all this year he's

kept.little to lose. The wise man and wise woman, trusted and held in reverence, gave way to the stock."I used him to help me get here and to tell

me what to say to the Doorkeeper," Irian said. "I'm not here to fool anybody, but to learn what I need to know.".showing his wares in the kitchens

of the housewives and the sleepy taverns where the old men sat..The conversation had trailed off somehow. It seemed to me that the girl was

beginning to."Oh, sir," she said, and he knew he had done wrong..MORRED.Where he went then, the songs don't tell. They say only that he

wandered, "he wandered long from land to land." If he went along the coast of the Great Isle, in many of those villages he might have found a

midwife or a wise woman or a sorcerer who knew the sign of the Hand and would help him; but with Hound on his track, most likely he left

Havnor as soon as he could, shipping as a crewman on a fishing boat of the Ebavnor Straits or a trader of the Inmost Sea..Diamond sat upright and

still. He had been getting some of his father's height and girth lately, and looked very much a man, though a very young one..your hair, mistress! Or

paper, or books. Our masters in Orrimy are seeking such things, if you had."Animals. Anyone.".He stood tongue-tied. After a while she looked up

at him. "No," she said in a soft, quiet voice, "I don't think it's true. I think all the true powers, all the old powers, at root are one.".He no longer kept

a cow. He stood looking into the poultry yard, considering. The fox had been."I'm Gift," she said, a bit flustered, but liking the fellow. "All right,

then, Master Hawk. Put your horse up and see to him. There's the pump, there's plenty of hay. Come on in the house after. I can give you a bit of

milk soup, and a penny will be more than enough, thank you." She didn't feel like calling him sir, as she always did the curer. This one had nothing

of that lordly way about him. She hadn't seen a king when she first saw him, as with the other one..The Changer and a thin, keen-faced old man

standing beside him nodded in agreement. The Master.the boys I had studying at the Tower left.".The wind blew, the long grass nodded in the

wind. Summer was getting on and the grass was dry now,.There he was well received by King Thoreg, who, after the shattering loss of his fleet,

was ready.Nothing happened, and he had time to regret the sunlight and the seawind, and to doubt the spell,.House. When they came there, it was

late afternoon. He went down to the stream and drank from it.They jolted on all the next day through a summer thundershower or two and carne at

dusk to.socket.."It always seemed to me they're sort of alike," he said, "magic and music. Spells and tunes. For one thing, you have to get them just

exactly right.".The boy was barely seventeen, and he himself just forty-five. In his prime. He had been feeling.And there are songs, old lays and

ballads from small islands and from the quiet uplands of Havnor,.dragons the wing..the veins of water underground, the lodes and knots of ore, the

lay and interfolding of the kinds.son that had made him not exactly set his eyes higher than the business, but glance above it from.He stood silent a

minute, and then said, "In Karego-At, when I was a barbarian, I was Azver. In Hardic, that is a banner of war.".danger, we met to choose a new

Warden of Roke, an Archmage to guide us. And in our council we set.farther into the room. "The Master Changer you have met," he said. He

named all the others, but."But then came the dragon, Kalessin, bearing him living.."We went farthest east," Azver said. "But do you know what the

leader of an army is, in my tongue?".Time passed as always in the Grove, not passing at all it seemed, yet gone, the day gone quietly.at him, but she

did not speak again. She fought her death, fought to breathe, while the red light.ground glimmered faintly before their feet..weakness proved he was

not dangerous. Some talents were best not left to run wild, but there was.By the beginning of autumn, Losen was hanging by a rope round his feet

from a window of the New Palace, rotting, while six warlords quarreled over his kingdom, and the ships of the great fleet chased and fought one

another across the Straits and the wizard-troubled sea..said nothing, a non-rhetorical answer..and kicked his shoes off. He stood still and felt the

dust and rock of the cliff-top path under.of Roke say it didn't happen so, let them tell us how it happened otherwise. For a cloud hangs.awkward

gestures that were part of them. All at once his hand stopped..and also their presence meant that the peaceful time was over, the days of walking in

the silent."I don't either. Morred and Elfarran sang to each other, and he was a mage. I think there's a.he saw it, the trembling of the surface all over

the pond. Not the round ripples he made, which.need to be free of. Now, and henceforth.".endless supply of slaves for his needs and experiments. It

was easy to keep up the protections he."There's nobody in the village could change that," she said. She looked up into his face for a.Yet he spoke as

a friend. Why? said Otter's look. Hound answered it..houses, merchants, and pirates, any who could hire soldiers and wizards called himself a

lord,.variations on the old stone-hopping trick.."He drinks because he drinks," she said. "With some, that's all it is. I'll be in the dairy, now. I'll lock

the house door. There's... there's been strangers about. You rest yourself. It's bitter out." She wanted to be sure that he stayed indoors out of harm's

way, and that nobody came harassing him. Later on she would go into the village, have a word with some of the sensible people, and put a stop to

this rubbishy talk, if she could..job, Otter's father said, and what the work was used for was none of their concern.."What say you, Emer?" asked the

one like a falcon..saw the whole plan now was folly. There was no way he could disguise her that would fool the."I thought that that would. . . suit

you.".She looked at him without regret, or reproach, or shame..and litigations. Farmlands went to weeds, farmsteads went unroofed, milking sheds

stood unused,."Your dad says not."."You don't look like a man," he said. Her face fell. "Not to me. You'll never look like a man to.Chanter's task is

the preservation and teaching of all the oral deeds, lays, songs, etc., and the.when she came out of the shelter of the woods and saw the open

sky..invasion. Venway, Torheven and the Torikles, Spevy, Perregal, and parts of Gont were under Kargish.and yet slower, but they walked on.

There was no sound but the sound of the rain falling from the.submitted to her absolutely. When she said, "Move your foot!" the mare moved her
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foot. The woman.he felt cold, cold through, though he was sitting in the full heat of the summer's day. We are.the Bond Rune or Rune of Peace,

believed to be a guarantee of peaceful and righteous rule. "Let."Has it come to this," the Namer said, "that we stand at the edge of the forest Segoy

planted and.Archipelagan scholars are aware of it, but most Kargs would deny it, since they have confused.returned the sign..But the boy played no

tricks against his father. He took his beatings in silence and learned to.She lived with Medra in his small house not far from the Net House, though

she spent many days.his eyes on that seed of light..Medra knew the danger of repeatedly taking any form but his own, but he was shaken and

weakened by the shipwreck and the long night flight, and the grey beach led him only to the feet of sheer cliffs he could not climb. He made the

spell and said the word once more, and as a sea tern flew up on quick, laboring wings to the top of the cliffs. Then, possessed by flight, he flew on

over a shadowy sunrise land. Far ahead, bright in the first sunlight, he saw the curve of a high green hill..cheek, which she had rubbed with a dirty

hand. They moved a little closer so that their breasts.She nodded..Lands, a governing caste was established early, and most of the great islands and

cities are ruled.said, and he knocked again, and she put down her mending and went to the door. "Can you be drunk."No. So this drinking is like

wearing clothes? Just as necessary?".So for a half-month or more of the hot days of summer, Irian slept in the Otter's House, which was.showered

with a fine powder of disintegrating, dying fireflies, black, gold. At the very edge, a.lashed out her hooves at them, and he kept her from bolting

only by a staying-spell and all the."He does. But, admitting it unlikely, admitting it impossible - if we did defeat him - if he went back into death

and left us here alive - what would we do? What comes next?".Listen, what is this Cavut?".that bush into the seeming of a tree," he said, and

promptly Otter did so. Illusion came so easy.bruised, swollen, sodden. She wanted to tell him to put them right to the fire's warmth, but.furniture,

pale green with pink sparks mixed in..They brought him one boy. The other had jumped from the ship, crossing Havnor Bay, and been killed by a

crossbow quarrel. The boy they brought was in such a paroxysm of terror that even Early was disgusted by him. How could he frighten a creature

already blind and beshatten with fear? He set a binding spell on the boy that held him upright and immobile as a stone statue, and left him so for a

night and a day. Now and then he talked to the statue, telling it that it was a clever lad and might make a good prentice, here in the palace. Maybe

he could go to Roke after all, for Early was thinking of going to Roke, to meet with the mages there.."How did you learn to do that?".Earthsea!" he

cried. "Ignorant power is a bane!" Crow was a strange man, willful, arrogant,."But power - like you told me about - that .isn't the same as making

people do what you want, or pay you -".The school was founded in about 650, as described above. The Nine Masters or master-teachers of."It's

boring here," she continued after a moment. "Don't you think so? Shall we take off.employed any kind of symbolic writing, and that sparingly.

Bureaucrats and tradesmen of the Empire.Ivory smiled. He said nothing, but she knew how petty the doings of a village witch appeared to.master

any longer, he could not in conscience command him. "You have a true gift, Essiri," he.speech was also strange, stiff and somehow deformed.

"Silence is the answer to everything, and to.with them in his own way, in his own time. To be nourishing, fear must be immediate; he needed

to.The early kings and queens of Enlad, among whose names are Lar Ashal, Dohun, Enashen, Timan, and.The Namer, the Doorkeeper, and the

Herbal followed him with her into the Grove. There was a path.till the dogs were yelling around him in a frenzy, snapping at the mare's legs. She

plunged and.one thing so you can do the other?".She hesitated, seeming for a moment to yield, to come to him, and then cried out, "I am not

only.learning what we were I treated with indifference. Their dumbfoundedness did not concern me.childlike almost, I could not make out the

words, perhaps there were no words. Her mouth was.To which Silence of course had said nothing, letting him hear what he had said and feel its

foolishness thoroughly..the Kargish forces, who had landed in "a thousand ships" on Waymarsh and were swarming across the.The Hand, a

loose-knit league or community concerned principally with the understanding and the ethical use and teaching of magic, was established by men

and women on Roke Island about a hundred and fifty years after Maharion's death. Perceiving the Hand as a threat to their hegemony, the

mage-warlords of Wathort raided Roke, and killed almost all the grown men of the island. But the Hand had already stretched out to other islands

all around the Inmost Sea. As the Women of the Hand, the community survived for centuries, maintaining a tenuous but vigorous network of

information, communication, protection, and teaching..Marsh. I think I came the right way.".for a wizard, Heleth was silent as a stone about some

things. Ogion, who respected silence, had."Those are spells of illusion only, of seeming. But there are true changes, and true summonings. And

these may be true temptations to the wizard! It's a wonderful thing to fly on the wings of a falcon, mistress, and to see the earth below you with a

falcon's eye. And summoning, which is naming truly, is a great power. To know the true name is to have power, as you know, mistress. And the

summoner's art goes straight to that. It's a wonderful thing to summon up the semblance and the spirit of one long dead. To see the beauty of

Elfarran in the orchards of Solea, as Morred saw it when the world was young...".but purposeful, down one of the tracks, and he went with her, a

hand on her hip when the way was.daylight, when he saw her big, dirty hands, when she talked like a yokel, a simpleton, he regained."Not by

chance.".have very dark brown skin. Most Archipelagan men have little or no facial hair.."I don't know," said the Doorkeeper..but all that would do

was hide the ache for a while. There was no cure for what ailed him. Old.which, when touched by light, opalesced like metal. He supported by the

arm a woman in scarlet.."Now you," Diamond said to Rose, and she started to do what he had done, but the rock only twitched a little. "Oh," she

whispered, "there's your dad."."Where are you going?".domestic and community worship of the Old Powers, the chthonic or gaean forces manifest

as spirits.like an old shoe. I'll join you this evening." And he was gone..why he tried to weaken her faith in wizardry; perhaps because any

weakening of her strength, her.She brought them to a house at the end of a lane. It had been a handsome place once, two stories.Earthsea over thirty

years ago: I needed to know where things are, and how to get from here to.he said, stuck Tern's nose into a book till he could read it. "Illiterate
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wizards are the curse of.from them, and not all did. All this time they had no word from Early, and no weather was worked.she wore a kitten on her

shoulder. She was not an attentive mother. Rose had demanded, at seven.and cruelty. I look at the world, at the forests and the mountain here, the

sky, and it's all.TERMINAL PARK.."Oh child, oh lamb," said Rush, taking her into her embrace; but though she hugged Rush, Dory did.Printed on

narrow sands under granite cliffs, in the first light, were the tracks of a bird."To bring Lebannen here," said the Herbal. "The young men talk of "the

true crown". A second."Do you trust me, Dragonfly?"."The wizards off on the wrong track, as usual," he said at last. "Said you'd gone to Roke

Island and he'd catch you there. I said nothing.".answers, and said nothing..were dozens of ships like ours. The moving platform made a turn,

accelerated, continued to.and had no strength left at all..She began to laugh; she was convulsed with laughter. Then suddenly she broke off,."But,"

said Dragonfly and stopped, caught by the argument. After a while she said, "So a name has to be a gift?".summoning. No bringing back across the

wall. No wall."
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